Google 



This is a digital copy of a book that was preserved for generations on library shelves before it was carefully scanned by Google as part of a project 

to make the world's books discoverable online. 

It has survived long enough for the copyright to expire and the book to enter the public domain. A public domain book is one that was never subject 

to copyright or whose legal copyright term has expired. Whether a book is in the public domain may vary country to country. Public domain books 

are our gateways to the past, representing a wealth of history, culture and knowledge that's often difficult to discover. 

Marks, notations and other maiginalia present in the original volume will appear in this file - a reminder of this book's long journey from the 

publisher to a library and finally to you. 

Usage guidelines 

Google is proud to partner with libraries to digitize public domain materials and make them widely accessible. Public domain books belong to the 
public and we are merely their custodians. Nevertheless, this work is expensive, so in order to keep providing tliis resource, we liave taken steps to 
prevent abuse by commercial parties, including placing technical restrictions on automated querying. 
We also ask that you: 

+ Make non-commercial use of the files We designed Google Book Search for use by individuals, and we request that you use these files for 
personal, non-commercial purposes. 

+ Refrain fivm automated querying Do not send automated queries of any sort to Google's system: If you are conducting research on machine 
translation, optical character recognition or other areas where access to a large amount of text is helpful, please contact us. We encourage the 
use of public domain materials for these purposes and may be able to help. 

+ Maintain attributionTht GoogXt "watermark" you see on each file is essential for in forming people about this project and helping them find 
additional materials through Google Book Search. Please do not remove it. 

+ Keep it legal Whatever your use, remember that you are responsible for ensuring that what you are doing is legal. Do not assume that just 
because we believe a book is in the public domain for users in the United States, that the work is also in the public domain for users in other 
countries. Whether a book is still in copyright varies from country to country, and we can't offer guidance on whether any specific use of 
any specific book is allowed. Please do not assume that a book's appearance in Google Book Search means it can be used in any manner 
anywhere in the world. Copyright infringement liabili^ can be quite severe. 

About Google Book Search 

Google's mission is to organize the world's information and to make it universally accessible and useful. Google Book Search helps readers 
discover the world's books while helping authors and publishers reach new audiences. You can search through the full text of this book on the web 

at |http: //books .google .com/I 



ld-^'S-6,Bi' 



3t?arljarB (Collrgf iLiliriUW 




FRANCIS BROWN HAYES 



" For the purchase of books for the Library" 



\ 







17} 



ILAWBIE TODD; 



SBTTLEES IN THE WOODS. 



BYJOHN GALT, ESa 



D COS RECITED, WITH A 

"BY THR AVTHOR, 



WITH An ORIGINAL S 

BY GRANT THORBHRN 



HEW yoEKi 

ySSjwl FARMER & DAGGERS, XXX ANN STREET 






FARAIER & DA66ERS, 80 Ani 

have just published new editions of the following per 

music : 

THE BEETHOVEN COLLECTION, 

BDZT£X) B7 B. IVES, Jr., W. SUPERS, AND HBNRT O. TIMBl 

« 

Price $1 a single copy ; $9 a dosen to choirs of churches — with a furtlnor liberal 
discoiuct to music and booksellers. This collection — thg result of the joint labors of 
three eminent'prefessors and composers of music — ^is acknowledged to be the best ex- 
unt» and is used in the choirs of the principal churches in New York. Copies | 
seated graiU to teachers and leaders of choirs, who introduce this work. 

ONE HUNDBED SONGS FOR THE PIANO. 

With ofriginal woxdji bf J. Q-. PeroiTal and oilier eminent American Poets. 

When completed, this will be by far the cheafest and most beautiful coUec 
of songs to be found. Two numbers, containing 32 pages, are now ready, and 
offered for sale for less than the poorest and cheapest music in the shops, viz : 
cents a number — ^not two cents a page, and as handsome as steel-engraving. 

THE MUSICAL ALBUM. 

This is a collection of concerted pieces, especially adapted to be sung in families 
schools of young ladies. TUe pieces are arranged from the most charming comi 
tions of Bellini, Bertini, Mozart, &,c Three parts have been published and wil 
sold, for 25 cents each part. Seventy two pages of betutifully priUed music for 
than one dollar ! 

WILHEM'S CELEBRATED METHOD OF TEAC] 

ING SINGING IN CLASSES. 

Translated firom the last French Edition by S. A. Hamilton. 

This work la adopted throughout Europe in all of the elementary schools of music, 
should become a tezt.book in the United States. In consequence of the large deir 
for it and the necessity of placing it in the hands of every pupil, an edition has beei 
sued on the best paper for the nnprecedently low price of 25 cents a single copy 
I $2,50 for twelve copies. 

TO THE TRADE, 

the above works, which introduce a new era into musicpublieations, will be sold «• « 
vary liberal diseount They are increasing in reputation every day. 



LAWEIE TODD; 

OE, ^ / 

THE SETTLERS IN THE WOODS. 



BY JOHN GALT. ESQ. 

7.A.8. HON. L.S. P. RON. N.H.8. .M. ETC. 



" I ran it thiDQ^hr evm from lUf bosfiifa days ; 
Wherein I spcke of most disastrouB ehance«, 
' Of moving accidents by flood and field, 
And with it ail my travel's history." 



REVISED AND CORRECTED, WITH ▲ NEW INTRODUCTION, NOTES, ETC. 

BT TKB AITTBOB. 



WITH AN ORIGINAL PREFACE, 

BY GRANT THORBURN. 



NEW YORK: 

FARMER & DAGGERS, XXX ANN STREET 

1845. • 



ISH-SS'^iS' 



APR 7 J9i/ 



Entered according to Act of Congress, 

8T FABMER & DAOaSSS, 

In the Clerk's Office of the Southern District of New York, A. D. 1645. 



^ 



ADVERTISEMENT. . 



The work, of which the following is a full, corrected and careful tran 
script, is, in the phrase of booksellers, "entirely out of print." I im not 
aware that any copies are to be found in this country elsewhere than on the 
shelves of a few circulating libr^tries. 

Seldom has a story, founded on fact, excited a wider interest or more fa- 
vorable com^ientary than " Lawrie Todd." Most of the generation, however, 
by whc^rn it wsusi read and admired, have passed away, and a new edition is 
demanded by that laudable curiosity which its reputation has awakened in 
the minds of youthful reoiders. Moteover, the ancient interest of the story is 
kept a-livp by the fact that the quaint original, frorh which Mr. Gait drew his 
full-length portrah, is stitl in existence. Mr. Grant Thorburn, who has lived 
twof )rcars beyond the allotted three score and ten, may be found in these de: 
generated " days of fact, not fable," at the well-known establishment called 
Niblo's Garden, in Broadway, dispensing from his own " counter," seeds, 
plants and books ; and the good old man is as hale and hearty as in earlier 
hours of his pilgrimage, with a freshness of spirits and a vigor of understand- 
ing unimpaired ;, for Time, who " brings the inevitable yoke," imposes light 
burdens on joaay- consciences, and with a touch, frosty but kindly, leads the 
fsiend of humanity to the* tomb. - 

Mr. Thorburn has, at my request, written a brief and characteristic preface, 
nHiich furnishes a living evidence of the truthfulness of the history, embel-t 
ll^hed though not exaggerated by the genius of his romantic biographer. 
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New-Yobk, Jan. 2, 1845. , - 



PREFACE. 



pABK Benjamin, Esq. 

, Sir — In afiswer lo your inquiry how Mr. Gait got knowledge of the incidents ip 
my history, I will merely state, Mr. Gait resided some years in Canada ; I think it 
was in 1831 he arrived in New- York on his way to England. Mr. Buchanan^ then 
British Consul, introduced him to me in our seed-store in Liberty-street I always 
thought him the next to Scott in romance, and was proud 6i hirti as a worthy country- 
man. [He invited me to spend an evening witfi him at the American Hotel. We spent 
a long night and part of the morning. He remarked, he thought the scenes in ttij 
13^ were as strange in readities, as were many of his fictions, aind added, ^ Yo« ongbt 
to have kept a manuscript." I told htm I had. He said if I wosld I^t him pei^e-^t, 
hJB wouU make no bgd use of it. I gave it lo iiim ; he returned it. On ithiei \» founded 
hift history of Lawrie Toddt which he. published in London soon after his arrival, ^o4 
for which, as he told me himself in 1833, when I «aw him in London, he received 
three thousand guineas from the printer. Some passages in his history z^e worse 
told than the realities ; for instance, he represents my father as having died a few hours 
previous to my arrival at his house, which is not the fact; but as this meeting with 
my father, after an absence of forty years, and in the same house in which I left him, 
is to my feelings one of the most interesting in my life^ I will give the scene. 

It was at 9 P. M., one day in the week before ChrMtmas, I arrived «t' the gdte 
where my father had lived for half a century. I directed the porter, who bTOUgbt my 
trunk, to call my \xohkeT, but not to mention my name, as I wished to try whether :my 
^ther would remember my voice, not knowing that I was in the room — (he was blii^ 
with age.) My brother came out ; I told him to . caution the family not to mention 
my name. I followed in a minute. My father sat before the fire, his arm resting on 
a table, and his cheek on his hand. 

" Is old Mr. Thorburn in the room ?*' I inquired. 

" I am here," says he ; " what's your wish ?" 

As he lived with my brother, they were inquired for, as old M^. Thorburn and 
young Mr. Thorburn. 

'* When did you hear from your sons in America ?" asked I. 

<< We had a letter frae Grant the other day ;*' he answered ; ** he's some toais abool 
Lunnun ; he ay "writes he*s cumin doout but is unco (prodigious) lang dboot it.'* 

As he did not recognize my voice, I continued — 



*fktf kbt. V 

<^tWt yea find z great loss in the wentriot ybnreiglit ; yon ued to mda&d watt: 

' • " To tie sv»^ it's a loes/' sa^s be-; but how can an auld man o' ninety-ane expeot to 
haia* &i^f)SK#eiihies ; I may bi^ very glitui «Uieie is on^ of them lefu I ean hear my 
frtefids speak to me, I ean eat my bitt)* meat,''' my health is gvde, and T sieep weel at 
night) so I aught to be very thankfu'*" 

I mftde some other inqotries ; when he said, beginning to recollect my voiee t~ 

<* But, Vm thinking^^e Grant htnxser.*' 

^e rest may be imagined^ bot cailnot be feU» I looked ronnd. There stood the 
same eigfat«day cloekin the same corner; there himg the same bed-cm-tains under 
'ii^ich I had slept ; I knew the tAmvel and tongs by the fir^. I coald not speak, bet 
est down and cried for some time, with a feeling as sweet as ever man felt. I was at 
home. • Had I foond my father in a palace, it wohld not have been home. When 
friends paused m Bcotkuid fifty years ago, it was under the impression that they never 
woald meet again tt& they met in'etemily ; bot to meet after an absence of forty years, 
in Hbetame^hausei'^Mi the same friends, and they, too, in more comfortable circnm- 
etances than when I left^them, is a blessing which few have enjoyed. 

Now, iiriend Benjamin, is not this a better story than Mr. 'Gait has made of it ; he 
represents my fetber as having died an hour previous to my arrival. 

A few days after my return to the house of my father, I sat down to dinner wflii 
twenty of my old school-fellows. We attended the same school fifty years previous. At 
parting ^e sang the days of Aidd La^kg- Syne up to nature, for 

** We ivoa ha*e faidVt V the hum. 
When simmer days were fine ; 
But seas between us braid had roared, 
Sin' Auld Lang Syne,'' 

My fether died two years after my visit in the ninety-third year of his age. ' 
Mr. Gsdt introdueOs several charactom and circumstances which I know nothing 
abdut. For instance, I never knew such a character as Hoskins ; nor had I ever any 
interest or concetn in any thing connected with privateering— either directly or indi- 
rectly ;f but the prototype of Bailie Waft, the old Scotch weaver, yet lives. Ever 
since Gait pnttished the history of his times, has this same Bailie Waft been engaged 
in separating thc^ elean from the unclean : first, id Flora's retreat in the Friends meeCfi^ 
ing-house in Liberty-street, and ever since, and up to the present day, is he engaged 
in the same IsAidable system of reform, at the Emporium of Plants, No. 15 John-street. 
You may see him in the front of the store, sifting the chafiTfrom the wheat, or in the 
rear, separating the false-hearted, the black-hearted, and the rotten-hearted, from 
the genuine and pure seeds, among the peas, beans, and cabbages. [I wish he was 
in Washington just now, that he might pick out about a thousand of those false-hearted, 
.political rascal from tti^ White-house, the Senate-house, and State-house. I really 
ibelieve thewwouldaetfeBiain a hundred honest men to receive their pay and rations 



^ Meat In Scotland, mean* all sorts of foodV 

t I Mver ka4 a mo nainitd Bobot ; Mithtr had I a ton, by any nama, that evar fought a duel. 
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axthib hMiang up ol the camp, or adjottmnieiit of Goti^frees.] No«r» this satne; Ballje 
Waft is a weaver of the'old school, horn among the treddles, the threads, and the tknimsi 
long hefore the power loom waa seen,. or Jamie. Watta had boiled his tea-ketde. He 
was bom in the neighborhood of Paisley, Scotland. In his young days he would woik 
from five in the morning till ten at nig^t, for the small sum of tenpence eteriing per da^. 
By close application to the loom, during a period of nearly fifty years, his body has en- 
quired a stooping positicm, from which he is unable to raise himself ; and, althoagb at 
the age of twenty-one he stood five feet ten inches in his shoes, he may now be seen 
following the even tenor ^f his way, through the dense crowds ia Broadway, while 
his nose is within four feet ef the pavement. The top of the crown of his hat is &rst 
seen pushing ahead, like the bowsprit of a steamer in Tappan Bay. His whoie frame 
retains the posture of a weaver on his Ioqmi, as they threw the shuttle sixty, yeses ago. 
For the fourteen years just gone by, he has served in the capacity of .equeiy to the 
queen, at the court of Flora, Nob. 62 liberty and 16 John-'Stre9ti* Many a w«epji^ 
eye he has made bright, and many drooping hearts to dance, Iqr teaviug at the door of 
Miss A., B., or C, his paper box with its fine bouquet, biUetidQUX, or loTe«}etter. 
Many a delicate finger has snatched the quarter dollar, apd many ladies have run down 
stairs rejoicing (when they sayv old Scotch Sanders slipping along,) that they might 
receive the roses from his own hand, and hide them .&om the prying gaxe of a gaping 
throng — of romping sisters. 

In. 1833, 1 saw Mr. Gait in. his house in London. He was.just recovering fiom a 
stroke of paralysis. He was much reduced in his .flesh,- but his mind was as.Mght as 
in his youth ; though, as he mournfully expressed himself to me, the disease had left 
him three parts dead, John Gait was bom in Irvine, in Scotland, May 1T79. In 1809, 
he was at Gibraltar, in company with LorS Byron and Mr. Hobhouse. They next 
sailed for Sicily, and so on to Greece. In 1820 he published the Ayrshire Legatees 
and the Annals of the Parish. He next "brought out Sir Andrew Wylie, which, in my 
opinion, is his chef-d'ceuvre. In 1^32 he published Lawrie Todd, Conversing with 
Mr. Gait about this book, ^e remarked — whatever might be its £Milts or ments, it was 
the most popular he had written ; that he received three thousand guineas for the man- 
uscript, and that the second editipn was called fw before he had read the ifirst. But 
Mr. Gait, like most men of genius, had more sense than siller. He returned to his 
native parish, poor in puvse, shattered in person, yet str^mgin mind. He lived two or 
cthree years happily among, and on the bounty of, his friends, when his spint ralumed 
tO'God who gave it. ! . . 

GRANT THCWtBURN. 

New- York, December, 1844. 

* ^ 
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* But he is gone, and we -will never look on his like again ; for, since writing the abote, having met 
with an accident, he was laid up, (ns Mr. JelTerson did the gun-boats in the dry-dock.) He died about thnfe 
monthi «to» deeply regntted by a few poor, though honest muIi, llkfthimMlf, wl|o<jBiAiJk^ir]iv«tbi and Uto«ll 
|he rich men who died before him, he was buried ; there he rests in peace, his grave unhaupted .by E9tti4ered 
ghosts. Not to are the graves of Hannibal, Alexander, Uonapaite^and ether mighty men of war who have eaiied 
the etith since the days of Nimrod. 
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THE SETTLERS. 



I WIS born in the Utile village of Boan^. 
town, BO cosily eitaated in one of the pleas- 
anleslholmgol tfaBBftvanEak. Many a day, 
bolb or clond and innahine, haa patsed over 
me ainae I bade it farewell ; but ihe Itom ind 



) atill ( 

bnnea; and I never look at " the piclnrea in 
tbe big Ha' Bible," where the aainta *r« teen 
crowned with glory, but I think of the ainc- 
lified otd church, surrounded, in the aolemni- 
ty of the churchyard, with ia hslo of tomb- 

My fhlher wsa a poor man, but honeil and 
indnatrious. With hard laboi, oonaraney, and 
the fear of God, he foElowed the trade of a 
nait-maker. In hia rtligioua prioeiplel, he 
wu ■ Preabytstian of the old leaven ; and, 
■tnoe i have had an oppoftanily of aeeing 
men, and of olHerving: iheii walk and cenver- 
■BtioiM in At world, I have not met with a 
mora conacientioiH Chrlatlaii. He waa low- 
ly and meak in hi>dUp>aiiiaiM,iad ttfuitd 
with a Botnkwful geiiilenen the iinultiea of 
fanniu mtnro. 

Hi* eonatjiutional piety made hint aM all 
thins* widi tbe eye* of banavolance, and he 
cbeilahed a Mdata paraoenon, that whataoevei 
came (o pan, thongh at the time it might be 
«n aSlolion, was : ' ' ' ' 

Supported bjr tbi* 



wine, a large gift of common aenae, which 
enabled him to diacem the latent folly of 
mauy a pisuaible Bpeculalion ; and by this ao- 
ber mother wit, he obtained greHterraverenee 
among hia iteighbM* than belonged to hia 
humble Btslian, or even lo the uiQctity of hi* 
office, as on elder of the parish. ' 

The eatliaii event whereof I retain any dl*. 
tinct imagery, wu the death of my mother. 
I wu then in my third year. Of heraelf I bear 
no recollection, but the death-bed apectacle 
to ilill vivid. I yet aee the family weeinnc 
aronitd her, and I hear a fesrinl aonnd : my 
ialhergivei her drink from a amall whitepor- 
ringer, which, long afterwurds, *■ it stood un- 
touched In the cupboard, I regarded. wilb awe 
and aarrow, I knew not wherefore ; he aoftly 
withdraws hia arm from behind her^he li*M 
from tbe bed-aide — the aonud i* gone, and 

My father, aa I have said, wa* poor, bnt be 
waa very kind, and hia Btraitened meanagave 
him only a amatl command over the aervieea- 
ble. The woman whom he hired to keep hi* 
house wa* negligent, and had but little aytn- 
palhy for her helplest tnftt. By her canlaae. 
neaa, I — being weakly and needfal of cberlsb. 
isfC — loat the nee of my limbs, and fell into a 
diriadUng condition, iMoraach, that when I 
waa upward of ten years old, a hve-ytsr baira 



During ttd* period I learned •omelblag of 
tbe myMerie* of hum*ii nature, a* I lay play- ' 
ing like an aahy-pet on the hetrA. Tho«i 
atonnd, regaidiac i»* a* a beedles*, h*nnlMa 
d did many thing* In nif pre. 
I knew not tbait me«dn( 
ne, and f«*on,*e> 
b»*« IwitMMtd 
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among the lads and lasses who used of a night 
to assemble at our house, in the winter even- 
ings, when ray father, he being an elder, was 
at the session, anent the crying consequences 
of siclike kittling in comers. 
' But even in that state of neglect by which 
I was marred in my growth 4nd made B lami- 
ter for life, as it was then thotight, I dan yet 
■ee, as in all my other troubles, that the pre. 
•ent evil is the husk in which Providence has 
enclosed the germ of prosperity. If my de- 
crepit limbs would not let me be a partaker 
in the bounding blessedness of the Saturday 
afternoon, they caused me to < sit on the stool 
of observation, and to read with thoughlful- 
ness the daily page of passing time. It is 
true, that the treatise of our homestead was 
of small matters; but in riper years, when far 
abroad in the world, I often wondered that the 
wise and the learned, and the business of 
great cities, were so little different from the 
carls and the cares of our own lown and low- 
ly village. 

Thus it came to pass that the neighbors 
thought me, while I was yet but a perfect 
laddie, something by ordinar ; and the minis, 
ter pnce said to vay father, before me, who 
was lamenting my weakly condition ^ that if I 
waa a dwarf in body, I had surely a giant's 
head. 

" I hope no, reverend sir," said I, " for I 
never heard that giants were remarkable for 
sagacity ; but the wee fairies, ye ken, are mas- 
ters of men in understanding.'' 

It was not only in that way that my infirm- 
itjT proved profitable : it became, when I had 
recovered my health, a spur in the side of my 
ambition, and led me to eule at butts far be- 
yond the scope of the spring that was thought 
to be in my bow, or in the strength of my 

arm. 

Though less than the commonality of man- 
kind, (my stature, at this dayi scarcely ex. 
ceeds four feet and a half, and at no period 
have I weighed more thanninety-eigh^ pounds 
three ounces and a half,) Providence yet ao 
turned my consciousness of inferiority, that 
inatead of repining at being abridged in my 
natnral rights, I, when sent to school, burned 
with emulation to surpass my schoolfellows, 
and to show the bigger boys that the sleights 
of skill are more powerful than the strokes of 
lagor. This feeling has lived with me through 
Jfe, causing my heart to overflow with thaak- 
fuineas, that Heaven has been pleased to work 
oat of the defects with which, in its myste- 
ries, I may say, it gifted jne, an indemnifica- 
tion) in the enjoyment of honest endeavor^ far 
more satisfactory than the flatteries whieh 
^Wn on the skirts of bodily beauty. But the 
courteous reader and I are as yet too slightly 
acquainted for him to enter with a right aym- 
^ptioy into the sentiments with, whichi in my 
nightly thanksginring, I bdw the head of gsati- 
mSa* beeaas* Iaii\«fati i am. The recovery 
of my health is, however, a passage in idy his- 



torythat ehould be a paasover. It was ac- 
counted an almost miraculous dispensation, 
and was in effect as wonderful on the mind 
as on its rickety tabernacle. 



9HAPTER II. 

" stie knew tke b«rb, 
Where it grew best, and when it should be (atherM. 
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It would be wearisome to descant at any 
greater length on my weakness, or of hew the 
neighbors lamented that such a spunk o' geni, 
as they spoke of me in their cracks, should 
remain an object for life. Some proposed one 
kind of infainble, and some another; and the 
minister's wife was every summer vehement 
in her prescriptions ofgtbe salt water at Fish, 
erraw. But season after season came and 
passed ; the bud biggent and the blossom 
bloomed ; the sumraer-nymph, with hA*grow. 
an een, walked away in the sunshine of the 
' mountains ; blithesome harvest laid down her 
apronful of sheaves at the barn-door ; and the 
gaberloony winter arose from the chumly.log 
and hirpled o'er the hill — but still no change 
came to me. 

At last, one morning, a gang of tinklers, 
with smiddy bellows, and other implements 
for making horn-spoons, came to town ; and 
there was among them a deoenti gansy, con. 
veivible earlin, that could turn coats and shape 
gumashins, for which faculty she waa feed to 
do a day's darg in my father's house. In this, 
whieh came out of a necessity on his part, 
there was a visible manifestation of Provi- 
dence toward me. For Lucky A'things, as 
she was called, happened to cast a pitiful eye 
on me, as I was sitting by the fireside, mak- 
ing a whistle of a willow-wand, and she be- 
gan to discourse with my father cojicecniiig 
my complaints. , 

Well may I remember what she said, for 
she spoke with great rationality, and in a man- 
ner that was more like a graduate than a gran- 
ny* I bad cot, indeed, until that time, heard 
or seen any sort of womankind possessed of 
such insight. Among the old women of the 
eJlachen, there weae not wanting two or three 
who had gleaned in their time a few eaie of 
experience. 

Mrs. Musket, the widow of a eeijeaBt who 
was slain at^her side in the battle of Minden, 
was one of those ; and it waa allowed that hM* 
ekill in bruiaes, visible hnrcs, and the cutted 
fingers of the shearers, would have niBde the 
fortttae of an Edinbro' doctor. But ahe could 
not diecern the sources of natural disease, and 
Xhad no. benefit at her hafids ; moreover, my 
fatheri who was a sincere man, did not like to 
see her about the house and among his young 
family, for she cursed like a drufln-major, and 
when in her cups, which was too often, her 
nieve was eaid to be worse than a battering- 
-ram. 

Thifl MxB. Mtiskat was of the West cms- 
try, and her maiden name had been Barbara 
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Bnchaiuui. Some time> shortly after my re. i For i)i» remarked to my father, that inatead 
i:overy« ahe began now and then, when her of letting me sit all day, ctoining and dwiii- 
fliieane were low, to hint ta the laaaea that afae ' ing, peaking and pining, at the fiie-sid^, I 
.had a gift, and oould read teaciqie and out the ahoaid be tidien to the hill.top to breathe the 
matrimoidal cards, whereby ^ wiled from good. will of the westlin winds. This was 
the simpletona many a«iUer penny and black ' sarely Bensible ; for sometimes, when sitting 
bawbee. But notwithstanding herneeroman- j in my chair at the door.cheek, on the shady 
4sy, old age and its decvspitade came upon her, ! side of die house, in a summer-day, I have 
and by the rheumatica in her feet she was | bad a pleasant experience of ^erimcss in my 
•rendered incapable of spinning ; indeed, to blood, that gave me an inkling of what health 
aay the truth, it waa reported to her disparage, ^ight be. 

ment that she never was good at the trade, Lucky A'thingsthen told him of a cure she 
and that if another tnrn could be got, her | had heard of in a case like mine, and advised 
wheel might'Stand still. This, poor creature ! him to try it. This remedy was to take the 
led on in time to beggary ; being, however, a palient for the summer to the south side of 
Buchanan, as there la a society for folk of that some high hill, where certain little, atriped, 
namo in GUaagow, it came to pass that ahe ap. and painted sh6ll<«nail8, which she described, 
plied in her auid days for a reeommeiidation are fouiid. Of these, the patient, with his 



to. get Jber pnt upon the box ; and onr minis. 
ter« being a conscientiotta man with a feeling 



own hands, was to collect every afternoon 
about half a mutchkin, which, in the mom- 



heart, wrote in her behalf, but he could not ing, after they have been seethed in new milk, 
commend her jnstao strongly as he could have he was to eat when nearly cold, with oatmeal. 



wished^ nor could he conceal her fault, so that 
in his letter to the managers he was obligated 
to aay, that in her moral character he had but 
little to advocate, farther than ahe was a sol. 
dier'a widow, and a professor of jodicaal as. 
trology, or, what was vulgarly called a spae- 
wife. However, it got her put upon the list, 
and some, time after, when ahe quitted this 
world,.her departal was mora lamented among 
us than would been that of many another of 
mots worth. She was really, though at times 
a camp randy, a pawkie and droll carlin. 

Widow £V»re«ps, the midwife, waa another 
of our college of phyaiclana ; but although Mrs. 
Musket, who could apeak French, acknow. 
ledged ahe waa ** a bungesage- fum," it was 
generally thought thal» excepting in teethings 
and kinkthoet, her diseemmenf in the bodily 
affliotiona was but moderate: ahe likewise 
eould do nothing with mine. 

And Mrs. Xj^saop, the miniater's wife, aa I- 
.have already hinted, had nlao taken out a dt- 
l^ma, and waa gve^ in weakly cases, on sea. 
bathing* For what she called an obstacle in 
the atomaoh ahe. had oaatcr.oil ; and for sore 
eyes, a salve made of bread and water boiled 
with a'dmg in a skillet that had been scoured 
with smhldy anze ; yet for all thai her faculty 
was not e-Tedy revecenced, and my father 
pmH ttot.afaad»lair eoming to the house, for 
I ahe would aak qneationB, and examine about 
every thing that waa in chest or drawer, and 
Boraetimss alleged that in onr meal of pota. 
toea and. salt there waa an evidence of wast. 
ry; but notwithstandlQg this meddling tarn, 
which, poor Leddy, sne coiild not help, for in 
her it waa natnre and instinct, whenever she 
did- Wok in upen me, my father always treat- 
ed her with the greateat respect, on account 
of hia veaaration forherhuaband the minister. 

But tofeiom to LuekyA'thiiiga,the gipey- 
wiff ; no aoawr did ahe begin tocpeidi^iieot 
my ailroenta, than it was manifest to my hear- 
ing that ahe knew wherein lay die cause. 



for his breakfast. And she gave reasons why 
it was a course of medicine that, could not 
but do good ; inasmuch as fresh air, and very 
moderate exercise, were indispensable to the 
regimen. My father was persuaded to follow 
her counsels ; and accordingly I was aent to 
board in a farm-botiae on the hill, where the 
Romans, in ancient times, had an encamp. 
Tnent. That hill abounded in the snails ; ^and 
in collecting them, I was delighted with the 
beauty of their shells, and hunted for them 
amidst the thymy pasturage with an aridity 
that forced me to exercise my limbs. At first, 
indeed, I could only crawl ; but as the sum- 
mer warmed, I gmdually grew stronger and 
stronger, insomuch that one Sabbath-after- 
noon, when my father came to see me, I was 
able to run to meet him, which so fiUeid him 
with thankfulness, that he offered the incense 
of gratitude on the spot, extolling the good- 
ness wluch bad given him such a signal of 
deliverance. , 

Never can I forget that hour and incident : 
we were alone, like Abraham and Isaac, in 
the solitude of the mountain-top together. 
Far into the west (the setting sun being then 
enthroned in the midst of his evening glory,) 
beyond the Pentlands, lay a goodly prospect 
of the riches of the earth ; the south, also, 
spread at our feet the green fields and pros- 
perous granges of East Lodiian ; on the left 
lay the ocean, in holy tran4)ttinity, as if it waa 
conscious of the sanctity of the Sabbath ; and 
behind, the everlasting hills oC the north lifted 
up their foreheads in brighmess. I sat down 
on the grass as my father was kneeling, and 
I felt, as Ma solemn voice sounded in the still 
air, the spirit of divine grace entered my 
ywmg heart, aa if it had there found a nest. 

From that epoch, I began to ^ink of the 
iMtnre of thif> life, as well as of the mystery 
whitoh hath olothed the spirit aa with a vMt- 
ment of dreama ; and I had often afier, in 
the course of the remainder of the seaaon. 
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Mripling u I then was, a wonderful, expvi-. 
ence, that the scope of our diseernmeuts is 
notcenfined to present things; nor is this 
notion fantastical, for fntore events have clear, 
ly proved to me, that the feneies of the boy 
ate many times the foretastes of ihe man's 

fioptHnes 

Sometimes, as I lay with tny hands be. 
neath my head on the gowany quilt of the 
sunny hiU^nde, I have had marvellous com. 
munications with futurity, and I have seen 
such siHiilitttdes of unborn events, that when 
the issues of Providence brought on the reali- 
ties, the aoquest had none of its natural influ. 
enoe, neither moving the joy nOr the sorrow 
which it ought to have wrought I have met 
witii unbelieving men, who regarded these 
intimations of what shalh be, as miroges of 
enthusiasm ; but the traditions of all ages 
have hallowed them to faith, and bound them 
up with the apocalypses of religion. 

CHAPTER III. 

" Go on, fear not, 
Bat taking brave aMuraoce from tho past, 
Meet calmly what shall be. 'T is what hath been/; 

THOtTOH small of body, and, even after the 
recovery of my health and the use of my 
limbs, a dwarf in strength as well as in sta. 
tare, I yet grew into the possession of a brisk 
and courageous spirit ; no one could dispar- 
age my capacity either in BChool*learniBg or 
the craft of our busiuesB. My father being a 

. nailer, I was brought up to his trade, and in 
it equalled aU, and surpassed many of my 

.work-fellows, being so stirred with a lively 
desire to excel. 

This zeal of emulation animated me in 
every undertaking. I remember an occur, 
rence which took place in my fourteenth year, 
add which, though in itself a boyish adven- 
ture, I have often since thought was an epit. 
OBie of my whole conduct in life. 

, . The eldest son of the Duke of Boocleugh 
had come of age, and among other gratola- 
t)bns, fire-worfcfl were to be displayed in the 
evening in front of the palace ; and, that the 
people in our village might join inrthe festiv- 
ity, ih» drummer was sent round to give no- 
tice that the gates of the park would be set 
open for half an hour, and that all thoae who 
came in time would be admitted* Something, 
which I have forgotten, detained me too long, 

. for just as I reached the gates, the time had 
expired, and they were shut. 

I was both jnortified and disappointed to 
be so excluded!, and proposed to some other 
lads, who were in the same situation, that we 
should scale the park wall, which was ten 
feet high, built of stoj^e and smoothly htrUd ; 
but none woald agree to this, prudently«ie. 
marking, that should they be able .to attain 

. the top, we knew not the danger of getting 
dowa, nor the perils which . might lie ia am. 
bwib on Uie other side, espiMaaUy. as it was 



known that a deep ditch was to be leapt over, 
and that man^traps and spring guns were set 
in different parts of the policy. S|^Hng giiits 
I may here describe, for the edintsation of 
those who have sever s^en such enginaa. 
They are fixed with wires, running in such a 
manner, that when the wire is trod upon, the 
gun-wheels round, and shopts or wounds the 
intruder. ^ 

However, I was not to be daunted from 
my purpose by the fears of my companions : 
I was only anxious to mount upon the fop of 
the wall, regardless of all consequences. By 
getting on the shoulders of the tallest of the 
party I reached the height, when I began to 
think of the dangers within ; but reflection 
was only adding te my apprehenstons ; I had, 
like Julius Cesar, passed the Rubicon— «I 
dropped at once on the other side, and as 
Providence ordered it, I fell on a soft bed ot 
leaves which the wind* had collected in tte 
ditch. Nothing hurt, I ran through the woods 
toward the palace, guided by tiie lights there, 
and arrived safe and in time to see the show, 
notwithstanding alhthe traps and spring-guns 
which lay, like snakes, in the grass. 

Whea the fire-works were over, the mul- 
titude dispersed; but T happened to tarry, 
with other idle boys, collecting ihe btimuout 
rockets and such like trophies of the entef. 
tainment; by which naglig^iee, on reaching 
the gate, I foiund the porter rampaging with 
a horsewhip, roundly ebastising the t^ys as 
they paased out, for keeping him so long 
waiting. " 

This was a dreadful sight ; but I was help, 
ed. in my need with that mother wit which 
had been vouehsafed to me, as consolation for 
the solitary sufilbringa of my childhood. 

I stepped back a few yards to ooneider by 
what means I might escape the dragon, and 
stepping back I observed a gentieman's ser- 
vant with two of his maater'a sons, one in 
each hand ; thereupon I attached myself to 
one of the boya, and began to convene with 
him ooneeming the spl^pdor we had been 
wimessing. Aa we approached toward the 
rampant horee-magog, I took tho, boy's hand 
as if he had been my equal, and so slipped 
through the gate unmoleeted. 

Many.a time have I since meditated on this 
device,- and on the providence of that night, 
when, reckless of consequenees, I have 
mounted the walUtop of aetoe'dlfienlt enter- 
prise ; and it was then comforting to refleot 
how I had been guided through the snares- of 
the Duke's park, and instructed to escape 
from the lash of yon hanicane in livery. 

CHAPTER IV. 

" 0*ar the Tine-covei'd hilb and gay valUes of Praaee, 
. See the day-star of liberty rise." 

In the year iUfiefy.two, when the French ' 
Revolution was iowiiig t^the ltttthead,and 
the f ttlpit and pieas weM boating the drum 
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and sounding the trampet to rally the ehaaii. 
pions and the adversaries of Reform, I, with 
that brave confidence in myself which has 
heen so often a staff in my hand in ^e perils 
of tribulation, could do no less than become 
one of the friends of the people. 

Though time and riper knowledge hare 
abated my veneration for the undertakings of 
our society, I yet' must confess, even while I 
look back on some of them with a risible eye, 
tbat there was a pleasure in the phantasies of 
our sederunta which I doubt if wiser parlia. 
menting often furnishes. For my own part, 
though I never either seconded the project 
for the partition of the Duke's property, or 
advocated the right to overthrow Kings, I 



were fanmbled to the dust. I widied my^tf 
a mousie and coold see a hole into which I 
might creep. I need not tfae^fore say, that 
when we came before the Sheriff, I was in- 
capable ef uttering a single word of the 
speech I had meditated as we came along for 
the occasion. 

But by ^at contempt, the favor of Provi- 
dence was manifested. Our proud hearts 
became as flattened as unblown bag-pipet, 
and our countenances saddened with h&mili- 
ation — ^we were objects of pity more than of 
scorn by the time we reached the council- 
chamber, where the Lord Advocate, with the 
Sheriff and the Bailies, were awaiting onr 
arrival. There was, in consequence, when 



cannot deny that I had queer thoughts as to we were accused of high-treason, b raising of 



how my small stature would look in senate 
rial garments, especially when at every new 
meeting of the society I spoke better and bet- 
ter, and was thought by many to be in a fair 
way of becoming a finished orator. But the 
^ hopes of man are perishable I 

We had opened a connection with the 
Coneeponding Society of London, and a 
bright vista shone before us. The day, in 
the opinion of all, was at hand, when our 
heretofore obscure names, would be embla- 
zoned on the monuments of renown, with 
those of the ancient worthies and Solons of 
old. But as the fulness of Ume drew near, 
when, as we deemed, the millenium was, by 
our own achievement, come to pass, I was 
seized with occasional misgivings, and could 
not believe it had ever been ordained that a 
wee coomy thing of a nailer like me was to 
shine amid the stars of the nations. 

One morning,' as I was under this dismay 
and shadow ^ a cloud, I was roused by a 
clap of thunder. Out came a warrant from 
Edinburgh, whereby seventeen of us were 
marched in, two and two, and an odd one, as 
prisoners, to answer for high treason before 
the Lords. The consternation among us was, 
however, but for a short season, for when we 
saw the dragoons around us flashing their 
flaming swords, o«r hearts swelled with pride. 
God fbrgive our vanity I we thought ourselves 
martyrs, and marched away singing ga iras 
of patriotism, confident that the fraternal citi. 
zens of Edinburgh would, when they saw us. 
rise in a mass, make our cause their own, and 
install us in the Parliament House to work 
wonders. 

l^nt the vapor was soon let out of onr baU 
loon hearts. As we entered the town a crowd 
was collected to see us, in which a boisterous 
old Highland rand3% with a tartan gown and 
a Mg key in her hand, was loud in her loqna- 
clous contempt at our appearance. When 
she beheld me, hirpling among the hindmost, 
she gave a loud shout, elapping her hands in 
a fool-like manner, and crying, ** Loeb pre- 
serve 's ! but the King maun be a eoward if 
he 's frightened for sie a modiwart ;*' and the 
crowd joining in her obscene rhapsodies^ we 



eyes and a lifting of hands, as if it was im- 
possible we could be traitors; indeed, wo 
certainly had not much in our appearance to 
bring to mind the rampageous barons and 
iron Johnny Armstrongs of auld Langsyne, 
being all young lads of mechanical vocations ; 
only myself of the whole lot was accustomed 
to tiie handling of iron, and that was in the 
way of my trade ; it is true that two of iia 
were tailors, and a needle may be reckoned 
a sharp weapon. 

One of the Bailies, a small red-faOed man, 
with a romnd belly, when he heard ns charg- 
ed with imagining and compassing the deadi 
of the King, could sit still no longer. ■ i 

"My Lord Advocate," said he, "it's no 
possible ; it's no in the power of namre, my 
Lord, that such poor waifes could be guilty^of 
anything like that. That they might ha'e 
dreamt of reforming the Government, I 'U no' 
contest — ^for that 's an itch and malady .eont 
mon among the lower orders, and especially 
among those of the sederunt crafts. Are not 
thir misguided lads, for the most part, weav>» 
ers ? and are not weavers well known to be 
subject to philosophy, which mounts from the 
empty stomach to the bndn, and infects it as 
widi a vapor 7 Oh, my Lord ! look .at that 
Duddy Bogle (that was me,) can ye for a 
possibility think 'that he 's an orator of the 
hnman race, though in a certam sense, mean* 
ing his dress, he may be li^e Anacharsia^ 
Clouts." 

The humbling pathos of this address had* 
with the iUttstration of our downcast oonntor 
nanceSy a great effect on ail present, inso- 
much that the Lord Advoca^ and the Sherifl^ 
after consulting, agreed to take a amall Jbail 
for onr appearance to stand .trial when caUed ; 
and the bail being given by some of onr 
friends who had followed us, we wei^ d^is- 
missed with a contemptnovs exhortation, 
which, after what we had undergone, teagigi 
well have been spared. 



Id 
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CHAPTER V. 



" The booming wind, Uio rmring tea, 
Tlw taUiag of tii« «ntoaeii*4 bell, 
The fiBaxAii lurcbec to the lea, 
And wone than all, the lubber's yell." 

Tn tribalttion'into which 1 had thus 
htCN^ht myselff gftve my father a sore ^eart ; 
wad a ahlp, the Providence, of New- York — 
hfppy name! — being then lying at Leith, 
taking passengers, he, to get me and my bro. 
^ tber out of harm's way, paid for our passage 
by her, and after arranging nf ith oar bailsmen, 
MDt us c^ to espouse our fortunes in America. 

Bhe was a very amali vessel, and havmg 
on board above a hundred persons, crew and 
passeogerB, tQ describe all that befel us during 
ths voyage would, without other matter, fill 
a big beak. 

Before this time I had jfeyer been twenty 
miles from the house in which I was born, 
and save the summer I ^ent on the hills re. 
covering my health, I had not been three 
nights from home. Here, in my twentieth 
year, was I, without having experienced or 
seen aught that could be said to be of the 
world, set as it were on my feet, close jammed 
in a crowd, from whom there was no retreat. 
log, whose ends, motives, and dispositioui? 
Ware as various as their faces. But even in 
this discomfort there was matter for thankful. 
ness ; our situation was such, that we could 
not indulge in r^ectipn ; our attention was 
distracted by the bustle around us; and I 
saw the hiUs of my home passing away with. 
oat having time to breathe a sigh toward 
tbem. 

It was a maaim and a saying with my 
wcfrtliy father, that young people ought to 
•ani monay before they begin to spend s and 
accordingly the outfit of my brother and my- 
•alf, though we were well provided with ne. 
eessaries, was yet, in the way of mpney, both 
of us thought, rather stinted. 
• After laying in for na a laigo chest (which 
bad been an heir.loom for near a century) 
wall filled with clothing, and a reasonable 
■toak of soch provisions as the ahip did not 
furnish to steerage passengers, the old man 
with his parting benediction gave us twenty 
abiHings for contingent expenses, after we 
might land in New-York, and to support us 
until we should get employment. 

The ship, as I have already mentioned, 
was extremely crowded. Between decks she 
was only four feet and a half in height, with 
two tiers of sleeping-berths on each side of 
ihe steerage, and three persons slept in every 
baith* 

With my brother and myself slept a large 
Benlomond of a Highland porter; and with 
the wonted selfishness of his countrymen, he 
would always lie in the front of the berth, 
without regard to the tack the ship was on, 
so that I, being stowed between him and my 
brother, was often in danger of being smo. 
thared by his bulk and enormous weight. 
MoraoTer, ha was subject to the nightmare 



and to talkiag in his sleep. One stormy nighi 
he dreamt the ship was sinking, and roared 
with all the might of his tremendous voice, 
** Lord God Almighty ! help, help !»* A large 
Newfoundland dog ou deck took the al^rm, 
and began to bark and bay with all his might 
and main. I, too, awoke with the cry, and 
catching the alarm roared, " Murder, mur- 
der r 

When a light was procured, wnat a vision 
was revealed ! Men and women rolling out 
of their berths, some with petticoats, some 
with drawers, and some in a state of nature ; 
children screaming, women wringing their 
hands, and commodities and utensils that are 
best out of sight capering and triumphing, as 
if they had the instincts of life, like terma- 
gants in a passion. 

After we had been two or three days at 
sea, and the passengers had got somewhat 
over the customary sickness, the captain 
called the roll of us all, and appointed every 
seventh man the head of a mess. 

The duty of the me8s.ma;i was to receive 
from the mate provisions for a week for him- 
self and six comrades. It fell to my lot to 
be a mess.mau, being one of the seventh 
numbers ; and in addition to receiving and 
serving the rations, it was my duty to keep 
our igots and pans clean. 

Among other articles we were allowed a 
pint of molasses per day ; and it happened, 
after some days, that the mate neglected to 
serve out the molaf^ses, by which much grum- 
hling arose among the passengers, A meet- 
ing was held between the decks, and I, (ob- 
serve how things are brought to servitude and 
use,) having acquired some skill in the method 
of managing assemblies in the Society of the 
Friends of U^e People, was on this occasion 
chosen moderator, and appointed to represent 
the grievance to the captain, which I did in a 
creditable manner next day on the quarter- 
deck. The mate was called on for an expla. 
nation, and gave as a reason the want of 
time ; whereupon I said to the captain, if he 
would allow the mate to give me the quantity 
every morning, I would serve it out to the dif. 
ferent messes. This suggestion was adopted, 
and executed by me to tne end of our voyage. 
But this was not the only mutiny that dis. 
turbed the .orderliness of the ship. 

Every person on board was allowed two 
porter.botUes of water every morning. One 
bottle was to go into the ship's boiler to make 
our porridge; 'and from this, as we got into 
the warm latitudes, sprang the second mutiny. 
Many of the passengers, instead of deposit- 
ing their allowance of water in the breakfast 
kettle, reserved it for drinking, hut when the 
po|Tidge was dealing out, they also came in 
for thoii share : thus it came to pass^ that fpr 
several mornings there was not enough made 
to supply the several messes. I soon found 
out the cause, and stated the dlf&culty to the 
captain, who authorised me to stand by tha 
kettle to s€« that none raceiyed any of the 
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|»onidg6, but only those who had put in their 
bottles of water. This order I fafthfally exe- 
cuted during the remainder of our passage, 
and finally my finnoees and equity in Uie 
trust gained me the goodwill of ail on board. 

Among the passengers, were, of course, 
both odd and curious characters ; and as the 
revolutionary fever was then raging on sea 
and land, eur ship was a type of the world ; 
we had heads so hot, that all the waters of 
the Atlantic could not have cooled them ; we 
had also men of diverse religions, and of no 
religion ; and it was not uncommon, when 
the wind was fair, and the weather fine, to 
see an antiburgher minister, one of whom 
was on board, holding forth on the quarter- 
deck, and singing the old version of the 
psalms of David, and at the same time a 
batch of eight or ten Univefsalists, chauntitig 
the Winchester hymns on the forecastle. At 
last their conti'oversies grew to^uch a pitch, 
that the captain was obliged to put a stop to 
their strivings, by deelariog the Presbyterian 
religion lo be the established religion of his 
ship. 

The courteous'reader will see, by what has 
been related, that what with the business I 
had in hand by day, and what with the op- 
pression of the dreadful Celt by night, I had 
no time to philosophise on the wonders of the 
deep. I trust he will likewise see a better 
thing — and that is, the extraordinary manner 
in which I was made an instrument to pre. 
vent misrule and mutiny in the ship, and to 
minister to the comfort of all on board. 



CHAPTER VI. 

'* Tbe world was all before tliora wbeie to choose 
Their place of rest, axtd Providence their guide/* 

I RAVE now to speak of the greatest event 
in my eventful history, being no less than of 
my arrival in New York, and of the great 
things which were done for me on that occa- 
sion. Hitherto, saving in the small matten' 
rehearsed in the foregoing pages, I may say I 
had been but as a bird in the nest. For 
nearly thirteen years I had sat on my hunk- 
ere in the puddock hair, under the wing of-a 
kind parent, eating the worms and crumbs 
which Providence gave him, in the where, 
withal with which he fed me. And though I 
was at last strengthened to an ability that 
enabled me to jump eut upon the household 
boughs, and to pick and carol in companion- 
ship, who ever thought that my wings were 
feathered for such an eagle's flight as a sweep 
across the wide Atlantic? 

Here were my brother and I in a new world ; 
two inexperienced young men, with seaveely 
a crown remaining of all the pound which 
our loving father had bestowed upon us, with 
the tear in his eye, and his blessing. It is 
true, like Adam and Eve, when driven out of 
the garden of Eden, we had Providenoe for 
our guide, aa that solemn sounding gong of 



the Gospel, the mighty John Milton^ bears 
testimony ; but we were worse off, for they 
had the world ail before them where to 
choose : we had no choice. 

I say we scarcely had a crown remaining ; 
we had but three shillings and sixpence ; for 
with all our frugality, and notwithstanding 
our well-pleiiished ark, we had several items 
of necessaries to buy from the ship's steward, 
by which our pound was cast into a consump- 
tion. But an encouraging spirit inspired our 
bosoms, and in our fortunes we feared no ill. 

It was on the I6th of June, Anno Domini 
1794, about ten o'clock a. m., that our ship 
came to anchor opposite the city. 

In those days New York cut but a humelt* 
appearance from the water. The only stee- 
ples tall enough to be seen tt) any advantage, 
were those of the Trinity church, St. George's, 
and tne new Dutch church fronting on Lib. 
erty, Nassau, and Cedar streets. The stores 
were mean, temporary, timber tabernacles, 
compared with those Tower-of-Babel ware- 
houses which now surpass the warehouses 
of Tarshish and of Tyre, and lift their lofty 
foreheads, in the pride of prosperity, over the 
tributary fleets that pamper them with trea- 
sures from the uttermost ends of the earth. 

The anchor was scarcely cast into the water 
when the vessel was surrounded with boats, 
and I believe every passenger but myself 
went ashore : my brother wenjt too, and, for 
fear of accidents, took all that was left of our 
cargo of specie with him. If ever I felt the 
chill of the shadow of the clouds of fate fall 
upon my spirit, it was at the moment when 
he stepped over the gunwale down into the 
boat, and yet it was a sadness without dread. 
I felt I was on the wall-top of my fortune, 
and that to return was as dangerous as to leap 
the unknown side — moreover, there was in 
my imagination a glimmering of bright and 
beautiful things — they may be summer couts, 
thought I ; and the fear of that was the cause 
of my solemnity. 

In those days, a ship with passengers was 
a rare sight ; but as New York was then full 
of Scotchmen, I was not long of discovering 
among the crowd that came on board to hear 
the news, severat of ray countrymen, which 
emboldened me to address one who had come 
from Edinburgh about a year before. 

After some talk. I enquired if he thought 
my brother and I could get employment to 
make nails ; but he struck my heart with a 
B^aow-ball, in saying he thought not, for that 
a machine for cutting nails out of iron hoops 
had been recently set up, by which the Amer- 
icans wene of opinion they would soon have 
the supplying of the whole world with nails. 
The dismay did not last long. 

While we were conversing, a passenger, 
who had been on shore, returned, and having 
changed a guinea, he paid me a sixpence, 
which he owed for a glass ^'" -'* of 
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hk ebildran wben it was sick. At tho tim« 
there waa none but ours on board, all that had 
been provided for the cable paaaengers was 
drank out : we had been then eight weeks at 



I ahould here note as a matter worthy of 
remark » and creditable beth to my brother 
and me, although we could afTord to bring 
wi^ us but one bottle of wine, we yet, by a 
judicious economy, had the last wine in the 
ship. 

About eleven o'clock the captain returned 
on board, bringing a capital supply of fine 
fresh beef and new potatoes, which he told 
the cook to get ready for the sailors* dinner, 
and aeeing me looking very sober and some- 
what dowB-hearted, he bade me join the mess 
and not to be diacouroged — " For if there is 
a man on board,'* said he, *< to make a figure 
and a fortune, you are the man.'* 

Being thus so cheered, my heart was 
lightened, and I went about as usual to assist 
the cook (he was a black man,) and being 
anxious to taste fresh meat, we proceeded to 
get dinner ready as quickly as possible. I 
sat down with Cato, as he was called, square 
on the deck, his feet against my feet, with a 
wooden bowl of potatoes between our legs, 
and began to scrape off the skins. 

While thus employed, a boat^came along- 
side with several visiters. One enquired for 
a farmer's servant, wishing to engage one ; 
another for a housemoid ; and the third, 
thanks be and praise ! asked if there was a 
nail.maker on board. My greedy ear snap- 
ped the word, and looking up, I answered, 
" I am one." 

" You,'* replied he, looking down as if I 
was a fairy, ** you, can you make nails ?*' 

" 1*11 wager a sixpence,'* (all I had) was my 
answer, " that I'll make more nails in one day 
than any man in America.** 

This reply, the manner of it, and the figure 
of the bragger, set all present into a roar of 
laughter, which ended by Mr. Tongs (that 
was the stranger's name) giving me his card, 
and requesting me to call with my brother at 
his store. 

As an apology for having made so bold a 
brag, I may mention, that a few weeks be- 
fore leaving home I did, for abet of sixpence, 
make in one day, between six in the morn- 
ing and nine at night, three thousand two 
hundred and twenty nails, which was more 
by four hundred, than ever was heard of in 
Britain as the work of one man among the 
craft within the like period of time. 

When my brother returned on board, and 
the vessel had been hauled to the wharf at 
the foot of Government Lane, we went ashore 
together; but, like Noah's dove, we were 
timid, and having no place of rest, retiirned 
back to the ship for the night, where we slept 
with more comfort than we had done since 
the day of our departure from the pier of 
Leith, commaoing and rejoicing together at 



the wonderful manner in which an angel of 
deliverance, in the shape of Mr. Tongs, had 
been sent, a present aid, in the midst of our 
straits and fears. 



CHAPTER VII. 

" I thought upoD that kindlv heaft. 
The hawthorn and the bum — 
Had I the wealth hi Hyder*8 voulM, 
I'd leave it to return." 

Next morning we sallied forth, with the 
important card in our hand, " No. 33 Maiden 
Lane,'* in search of Mr. Tongs, and at the 
head of the wharf we were stopped by a man, 
who told us his name was Anvil. He had 
seen us land ; and, wonderful to relate, he 
enquired if our ship had brought any nail, 
makers over. Here already was a competi- 
tion for us in the market ! 

We replied, we were nail-makers by trade, 
and informed htm that we were then going 
to 33 Maiden Lane, where we expected to 
find employment. 

He advised us on hearing this, to go first, 
and see his ^op, which was hard by ; and 
said he would employ us, and pay a penny a 
pound more for making nails than ever had 
been given before, as he was much in want 
of hands, all his men having gone to sea. 
We accordingly went, and found in his shop 
places for twelve men to w6rk, but only one 
occupied. He made us many tempting of- 
fers, which we partly agreed to accept ; only, 
as we had promised to give Mr. Tongs a call, 
we thought it would be but fair to hear his 
terms, before coming to a definitive treaty. 

I thought, however, upon consideration, 
that as a bird in the band is better than two 
in a bush, and especially as Mr. Anvil appear, 
ed to be a -reasonable and liberal man, it 
would be as well to accept his terms, so I 
went back to the vessel : and my brother, to 
make good my promise, went to aee how the 
land lay at Mr. Tongs'. But when he return, 
ed and told me that Mr. Tongs and his wifio 
were Scotch folks ; that we could have the 
shop to ourselves, as it was quite empty ; that 
he would do all for ua that , Anvil had pro^ 
mised, and that besides he was not given to 
swearing like the other, we concluded to go 
to him. 

Experience caused us to thank Providence 
for so directing our choice, for Mr. and Mrs. 
Tongs were Christian people, and treated us 
as if we had been their own children. More- 
over, there was an instance of even greater 
goodness vouchsafed to us on this occasion ; 
for, having the shop to ourselves, we were not 
exposed to the corruptions of bad company. 

When established in the exercise of our 
vocation we engaged to board in a house 
which is still standing, No. 8. Dutch.street. 
Mr. Lapetone, a shoemaker, occupied the 
ground.floor, and David Shavings, a carpen. 
ter, lived upstairs ; his wife kept aiew board* 
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en, and tliey being all Edinbro* folk, we, 
from nataral afibction, went to board there, 
too. 

About san-down, on the 17th day of the 
month, the afternoon being calm, with fair 
weather and light breezes, as the ship's mate 
nsed tor write in his log-book, we brought 
our baggage from the vessel to the house. It 
consisted of the large ch^st, the ancient ark, 
whereof I have before spoken, containing our 
clothes, a box of books, a mattress and blank- 
ets. But I suspect that we, the lords of this 
cargo of riches, mad^ but a sorrjr appearance : 
fot it was quite repugnant to our Scottish no- 
tions of economy to wear our Sunday^s coat 
on a week day. But, however, that may have 
been, the appearance of a cart at the dour 
with our moveables drew out the wrath and 
body of Mr. Lapstone to the street, declaring 
that our rubbish should not enter the house -, 
that Mr. Shaving hired the bouse from him, 
and that he should not bring any of his dirty 
Irish blackguards into his house ; ' with a great 
deal of other bow-wow. Had he called us 
lousy Scotch, we might have endured it; but 
to be thought Irish was a dose I could not 
swallow. However, after the war of words 
had raged for some time, a parley was obtain. 
ed, and we were permitted to convey our 
bedding and baggage to the garret. 

This reception was, no doubt, very un- 
courteous ; but I got my revenge, though it 
was seven years after. I then kepi a grocery, 
and one morning that rabiator, Mr. Lapstone, 
came into the shop. He either knew me not. 
or thought I ki^ew not him. He asked if I 
would give him a few articles on credit, and 
he looked decayed and poor. I gave him 
what he wanted and treated him with kind- 
ness. As he seemed thankful, I inquired if 
he had ever known me before ; he said it was 
only within a few weeks he had seen me : I 
then reminded him of the-rbugh opposition he 
had made to my brother and me, when we 
went to lodge with Mr. Shavings, and added, 
I had now an opportunity of returning good 
for evU ; at which he became much confused, 
and left the shop, but never returned. 

As I have mentioned, we deposited our 
laggage In the garret, but our accommoda- 
tion was not comfortable. Shavings and his 
wife were poor, and not having a spare bed, 
we laid our xnattresses on the floor, and made 
a bed with our own clothes. 

The weather was hot ; the garret wBs alive 
wUh musquitoes, domestie familiars, and 
odier bloody-minded beasts of prey : I could 
not, of course, sleep. ~ 

About midnight it began to thunder, and 
the rain rattled on the shingles of the roof 
with a noise I had never heard before. The' 
deep and dreadful drumming of the thunder, 
the vivid flashes of the lightning, so- unlike 
the sober and considerate thunder-claps and 
glances I Was used to at home, alarmed me 
' irre«tly«Hileep flew away in a fright from my 



eyelids, and I tossed on die rack of rettleis 
ecstasy until the morning light began to 
dawn. 

After thanking the Lord for his preserving 
mercies through such a night, I thought, by 
way of passing the time until the people 
should begin to stir, to unpack our box of 
books, which had not been opened since it 
was packed in our father's house : my brother 
and three of the other boarders, who lodged in 
the same room, were fast asleep. I was 
feverish and low spirited; the sultriness of 
the air and the want of rest had greatly dis- 
composed me ; I longed to be again in my 
father's house ; and I resolved, if spared, to 
earn as much money as would pay my pas. 
sage home. But He, in whose hands are all 
our >vay$, had ordained that the fond wishes 
of that disconsolate moment should not come 
to pass. 

When I opened the box of books, the first 
&at caught my eye was a small pocket Bible. 
It had been placed there by the hands of our 
pious father. Without purpose I opened the 
book-.^my thoughts were running on our home 
and the kind old man, and my eyes were 
suddenly fascinated with these words — " My 
son, forget not my laws," and I read on to the 
end of the chapter — the 3d of Proverbs. 

Now, reader, if thou art a believer in a par- 
ticular Providence, I request thee to take 
thy Bible and to read that chapter, and say if 
it was a vain enthusiasm which made me at 
the end, in such circumstances, look^ upon it 
as a divine instruction how to shape my 
course. It filled me with hope and comfort, 
and a joyful admiration — I fell on my knees, 
with my face toward the east,^ where Scot- 
land lies, the land of my home. The sun 
was just risihg — ^it was the time when my fa. 
ther's family assembled at family worship. I 
knew we should not then be forgotten in this 
foreign land — I thought I was joining in the 
exercise, and rejoiced that as sure as the same 
gloric^^ sun shone on us all at the same time, 
so sure the eyes of the same Lord were on 
us in every place to guide, instruct, and pre- 
serve us. I took the walls to witness, that 
if the Lord would be with mo, and keep me 
in the ways in which I ought to walk, and 
give me meat to eat, and raiment to put on, 
and return me again to my father's house in 
peace, then, indeed, should the Lord be my 
God. 

I rose from my kneeling, refreshed in body 
and mind, and went forth to earn my first 
cent in America. 

CHAPTER Vln. 

".Hesaw-her eharroing, bat he saw not half 
The charm* ber downcast modesty concettled/* 

In the course of about six weeks after we 
had domiciled ourselves, we changed our 
lodgings, and went to board with an old 
American lady, a widow, and her daughter, 
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who lived in a wooden house, where No. 100 
l«iberty.8trect, now stands. In this house we 
learaud the secret, that io whatever country 
Heaven is pleased to cast a man's iotf if he 
expects to live comfortably, he must live with 
the natives of the country ; and for the same 
rt'a.sun, if he wants a wife, he should marry 
a woman who has been brought up there. 
We here found the victuals cooked as they 
ought to be ; but in the European boarding, 
houses the proverb holds good, that God gives 
meat, but the Devil sencU cooks. How, in- 
deed, can a woman make a pie that never 
saw a pumpkin:? How can she make cakes 
who never saw buckwheat 7 

The daughter of our landlady was a big, 
masculine, single damsel^ about tbirty-five 
^ears of age ; she, however, had a child, but 
where she got it I know not, as I never could 
leam that she had had a husband. This ohild 
took sick ; and one morning, after it had been 
ill some four or five days, I was In the jeo. 
pardy o( falling into a dee.p pit just as I was 
stepping in the morning out of doors. This 
pit had been dug by the swine in the course 
of the previous night, and when it was dis. 
covered, the child was given given up for lost, 
for the hogs are regarded as ominous grave- 
diggerg ; great lamentations and woe accord- 
ingly took place, and sure enough that same 
evening the child was removed. 

It was about this time that the rage for 
nioving up.town commenced, and our good 
landlady, at the instigation of her big daugh- 
ter, could do no less than follow the fashion 
of the town, with a cart-load of moveables, 
driven by a Dutch carman^ leaving us to seek 
new lodgings, which we found in a house 
next door to our workshop, 

When my brother and I had hoisted our 
large chest upstair^, and landed it safely in 
the attic where we were to sleep I sat down 
upon the lid and began to moralize. "Well,** 
said I to myself, " I guess this New- York is a 
stirring place. Here we have. been little more 
than four months, and have already lived in 
three different families, and all by their, not 
our, movements." 

The time I lived with the lady and her large 
daughter was the only period of my sojoi^m 
in America that I spent in boyish amusements. 
The school for the children belonging to the 
Society of Friends was kept in a small build- 
ing on the spot where the meeting-house now 
stands. Brown, afterwards General Brown, 
who bore a conspicuous part in what is term- 
ed the Northern Campaign, in 1812 or 1813, 
was at that time their teaeher. The boys be. 
fore school.hours assembled in our nail-shop, 
wh^re they used to warm themselves, and 
amuse away their spare time by feeding a 
monkey, which I had obtained from a Portu- 
guese vessel, and kept in the shop. They 
always brought nuts and apples enough to 
supply the wants of Jacko and his master too. 
And here again I beseech the courteous read. 



or to recollect this cireuinstaDce, for, as will 
be seen* in the sequel, the goodness of Provi- 
dence io giving to me that monkey was 
qiade most manifest. 

By means of Jacko, I formed an acquaint- 
ance with many of those young lads who are 
now useful and respectable men of busineas 
in the city, and who have on divers occasions 
proved to me friends indeed. But for the pre- 
sent I am called upon to observe, that I wa/a 
soon to be occupiea with more important mat- 
ters than feeding monkeys and cracking nuts. 

It has always been my custom to rise early ; 
and as the house in which I slept was on the 
right-hand side in Liberty-street, a few rods 
below Lumber-street, I kept on that side in 
going and coming. I observed, almost every 
morning, just as I had crossed from Dark's 
Corner — (so called from Mr. John B. Dark, 
the most extensive retail hardware dealer in 
all New-York, keeping his store on the weat 
corner of Liberty-street and Broadway,)-:- 
that a young woman met me exactly at the 
same spot. The first few times I thought 
nothing of this ; but the same thing continu- 
ing many days, I began to wonder what the 
young woman coulobe doing up so early ev- 
ery morning. Just as the clock struck five I 
crossed Broadway, (this was in August and 
September,) and she at the same time turned 
the corner and walked toward the battery. 

There was nothing about her which inspir- 
ed me with any other sentiment than curiosi- 
ty at the odd circumstance of meeting her 
always on the same spot, and at so^eariy an 
hour. Sometimes I would stop for a moment 
and look after her : she was tall, about fiye 
feet seven inches; and her face was pale, 
with sometimes a slight hectical tinge of red 
on the cheek, and I thought I could read 
melancholy in her countenance. Her car- 
riage was very erect, and she walked with a 
slow solemn step, like a veteran meditating 
on his part of the scenes and dangers he had 
passed. 

According to the fashion of the time, she 
wore a small black l)eaver hat, with two cords 
on each side to turn up the brim, just enough 
to show the ears. Her hair, which was long 
and fiaxen, was turned up in a broad fold, the 
extreme ends being fastened jmder the hat, 
and the brosd fold spreading in a genteel 
manner over her shoulders. Her dress, oth- 
erwise, was neat and plain, and denoted nei- 
ther poverty nor riches. 

For many mornings we continued to meet 
and pass each other at the same time and spot 
without growing into any acquaintanceship, 
for I satisfied myself with the coi^ectiire that 
she was a ^lantua-maker, and rose so early to 
walk oa the Battery for the benefit of her 
health before going to her seam. 

One day, as I was at work in the lower 
part of our yard) I noticed a number of people 
in the street looking earnestly toward Broad- 
way. Curmsitf led me out to inquire the 
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cmfte, when I saw a hearse standing at the 
dooi of the next house, and was informed that 
there was to be a burial ; not havihgaeen such 
a thing in America, I stopped a few minutes 
to see it. 

The corpse was brought out, followed by 
an elderly lady and this same n^ysterioua 
young woman. I then inquired of a neigh- 
bor who they were, and was told they were 
the wife and daughter of the deceased, and 
that they were very poor, but greatly respect, 
ed, especially the daqghter„ who by her nee. 
die was the chief support of the family.. With 
her fair hair, black hat, mourning dress, and 
pale countenai)ce,'8he seemed to me to resem. 
ble one of those Eastern ladiesj who, having 
offended their tyrant lords, sre bled to death, 
and just on the point of sinking with their 
last sigh — so wan, so delicate, so sad, and 
lowly she then appeared. 

Next morning at the accustomed hoar we 
again met, and continued to do so for some 
time, still without a wish entering my mind 
to speak to her. At this period, my brother 
and I had occasion to change our lodging, 
and we were desirous of being accommodated 
near the place o( our bnsinei^, bul found some 
difficulty in being suited. One day, as I waa 
ruminating on tMs, aqd. what was best to be 
done, the burial which had. taken place came 
across my mind, and I thought with myself 
thns : 

" The widow is poor, the daughter is of 
age ; they must hav« had two beds while the 
husband Lived — aow the mother and daughter 
may sleep in one, and perhaps they may board 
and lodge us, to Itesist them in getting a liv. 
ing.*' 

While I was thus cogitating, a neighbor, 
who lived in the under part of the same house, 
came in, as he was wont of an evening, to aee 
us work at naiUmaking. I mentioned our 
situation to him, and asked if he thought we 
could be boarded upstairs in the houae where 
he lived. After some cossultation, we went 
and made inquiry, and the report being favor- 
able, we next day lugged our big chest to the 
new Lodgings. 

My wish to board thejce was merely for con- 
venience, the house being next door to our 
workshop. I'had not the most distant inclin' 
ation of courting the acquaintance of Rebec- 
ca ; indeed, my inclinations were at that time 
far otherwise directed; they were bent on 
home, and I only waited until I should have 
earned money sufficient to carry me back. 

Our landlady, Mrs. Marsden, the mother of 
Rebecca ; was a sensible, obliging, motherly 
woman; and Rebecca,, being about our own 
age, appeared to us like a slater, and she be- 
came the more* interesting to us both, as we 
knew her better, by her concern for the sal- 
vation of her SDttl. She was, when we became 
boarders, a regular attendant *on the Method.^ 
ists, and was «iitirely ignorant on the anbject 
of the ruin of man by the fall. We, who had' 



been instructed from our infancy in the great 
doctrines of the Scriptures, endeavored togeth- 
er to point out to her the only path which Iqd 
to everlasting life. I soon, however, perceiy- 
ed that she , preferred my company and con- 
versation on these subjects to that of my 
brother, and it made me the more industrious 
to repay her partiality. , 

Bat before I proceed with the tender part.ff 
our courtship, I should mention that my brot(i- 
er's health about this^time began to decline, 
which induced us, in order to save. him froin 
the toil and smoke of the nail-shop, to hire a 
small store. Having saved about one hun- 
dred dollars, we laid it out, aud iifty doll^ 
more on credit, in hardware, consisting of 
needles and pins, and scissors, and knives, 
&c. My brother was to attend the store, 
while I was to make nails to support us both* 

When I began to place our stock on the 
shelves, I found it would make a very poor 
appearance ; and as I waa justbeginningtofind 
out that. appearance was of great efiect inthis 
world, I procured a number of brick-ba s and 
round ^unks of wood. The wood I sawed 
into suitable iengtha, and covered it with iron- 
moogerfa paper, having a shaving-box or- a 
snuff-box attached to one end of each piece. 
These, when laid on the shelves, occupied the 
space of, and appeared to be six, twelve, or 
twenty boxes, as the size of the wood served. 
The brick-bats being covered and adorned 
with a knife and fork outside, looked equally 
ornamental and opulent. By this device the 
shelves appeared to be furnished most respect. 
ably. I also procured a glass case-^o stand 
on the counter, in which I placed several ar- 
tides for retail ; and as they were sold off,! 
procured more, so I had no oeoasion to dis- 
compose my brick and wood representatives. 

But although it must be allowed that this 
was a clever and innocent artifice ; yet, like 
other dealere in the devices of cunning, I hsd 
not been circumspect at all points, for by mis. 
take I happened to tie a round shaving-bc^ on 
a brick subterfuge, which a sly, pawkie:okl 
ScotchBian, who sometimes stepped in for a 
crack, observed : 

" Ay, man," says he, « but ye hae unco 
queer things here ! Wha ever saw a four- 
corner' t shaving.box V* Whereupon we had 
a hearty- good laugh. *< 'Od»" he resumed, 
" but ye're an auld farraut chappy ; and na 
doubt but ye'll do weeL in this country, where 
pawkrie is no' an ill n6&t.egg to begin withj" 

I shall not intimate to the sagacious reader 
what might be the matter with my brother ; 
but he tirad of heeping store, and went off to 
Philadelphia — an event which caused me to 
be much troubled in mind: We were begin- 
ning to ma^e a bawbee by the store, and I 
did not like to give it up, neither did I like to 
give lip thO' nail-making, for that was sore ; 
so I resolved to push my courtship, aalcula- 
ting that if I got married, I would have a 
storekeeper of n^ own ; but if not, to sell all 
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off, and leave ih« city, for by this time I could 
not endure the thought of aeeint: Rebecca the 
wife of another. In the meantime I continu- 
ed to keep the store, and to follow my trade. 
I Toee at four o'clock in the morning, and 
made naila uotil eight; I then opened the 
store, where I remained until eight in the even- 
ing, when I shut up, and went to nail-making 
vntil twelve ; thus getting but a short four 
hours' sleep in the four^nd-twenty. But the 
Lord was working with me, and lessened the 
privation, and lightened the toil. 

My nail^hop window opened into the yard 
of the house where I lc>oarded, and where Re- 
becca lived ; and after I came from the store 
in the evening, she used to come like a dove 
to the window : I helped her in, where she 
stayed, sewing or knitting, till midnight ; I 
working and courting—- ^kilUng two birds with 
one stone. 



CHAPTER IX. 

" As vlien tome mowy moontara*t heaTenwkrd brow 
Baams with the glory of tho loWinn moon, 
Her forehead shone with holinen.** 

The great Dr. Mason was at liiia time in 
the fulness of his power ; the vehement dres- 
ser of the Lord's vineyard in Cedar-street. It 
was with his watering-pot that my brother and 
I, from the time of our arrival in New. York, 
were watered ; and it was bis pmning-hook 
that pruned in us the tendrils of worldly sf. 
fection. 

By our persuasion, Rebecca went with us 
to hear him ; and having once tasted the de- 
licious dusters of his preaching, her heart, on 
every new visit, longed for them more and 
more, until it was accomplished that she was 
ordained to be taken within the hedge ; and 
tt- day and an hour was set — the last Friday 
before the appointed occasion of the Lord's 
Supper — for her baptism : for as yet, like 
many in those days, she was unsanctified by 
that ordinance. 

As I considered myself to have been an in- 
strmnent in bringing about this sacred event, 
I was greatly lifted out of myself on the occa- 
sion, and I resolved to witness the solemnity. 

The evening service being the time appoint- 
ed, I shut up my store at an early hour, and 
went to the church, that I might choose a 
seat where I could obtain a full view of the 
holy ceremony. Often my eye turned toward 
the door, and my heart fluttered because she 
yet tarried. At last she entered, and my spirit 
was filled with awfulness and joy. 

When I beheld her tall, slender, and erect 
form, with slow and measured steps, move up 
the middle aisle, dressed in a white robe,- in 
maidenly simplicity ; when I saw her stand 
serene in the midst of a vast congregation, 
and give the regular tokens of assent to the 
vows which Dr. Mason, in a solemn and af- 
fecting voice, laid upon bar, while all die 
congregation seemed boshed in <he BtiUneos 



of death ; when I saw her untie the black 
riband under her chin that held on her hat, 
^ile the minister was descending from the 
pulpit to administer the ordinance ; when I 
saw her hands hanging straight by her sides, 
one holding her hat, and the other a whits 
handkerchief; when I saw her turn up her 
face to heaven, and calmly close her eyes as 
the minister prepared to pour the consecrated 
symbol of grace ; and when I saw her wipe 
the pearly drops, I thought that her gentle 
countenance shone as with a glorious trans- 
figuration, and I Bwore in my heart that, with 
the help of the Lord, nothing but death should 
partus.* 

On our return home she said, in a sweet, 
soft, voice, that she might thank me as the 
means which had been employed for what 
had come to pass that night. I ehen tcAd her, 
for the first time, of the fervor that was in 
my bosom ; and added, in the words of Ruth 
to Naomi, ** Entreat me not to leave thee : 
where thou goest I will go ; where thoulodg. 
est I will lodge ; thy people shall be my peo- 
ple, and thy God my God !" Such was the 
declaration ; but the battle was yet to be 
fought. 

She looked with pity and sorrow in my 
face, and turned away with a sigh. In the 
course of a few days ] learned the cause of 
this sigh, and it awakened all my fears ; from 
herself I learned it. 

It was caused, she said, by the pain it 
would give me, when she was obliged to let 
me knew that she had been addressed by a 
young man for nearly two years, to whom 
she was all but engaged. I had seen this 
young roan twice or thrice in the house ; but 
I had no apprehension he was a rival. He 
was, indeed, so far above her in fortune, that 
a match between them was a thing I could 
never }iave imagined. He kept a rich jew. 
elry store, had houses in Broadway, and was 
computed to be worth at least fifty thousand 
dollars. What a temptation to a poor girl 
and her mother. Whose whole property was 
not worth a hundred ; and how hopeless for 
me to contend with a man of such substance ; 
I, a stranger, an humble nailer, without aught 
to win favor in woman's eye, and who with 
hard working could scarcely earn seventy, 
five cents a day. But the industrious are 
near of kin to the independent; and his 
wealth weighed as nothing in the eyes of 
Rebecca, compared with the estimate of his 
worth, for her needle was earnest and her 
mind was willing. But he came in the name 
of his god (the world>) making ofifers of set. 
tlements on her and her relations. My trust 
was in another — ^in Him who hath all hearts 
in his hand, and can tUrn them as easily as 
he turns the gcntly-flowing 6tream. But at 
times the weakness of the mortal man over- 
came my confidence ; and 1 had days dark- 
ened with doubts, and nights which, though 
aleepleas, were yet full of dismal dreams. 
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SooMtimea I wu grieved with humility, 
mad sknost repinfld thftt Heaven had ao 
abridged my statoie, aad withheld from me 
a &ir pro|M»itioa of yoathfol grace. Then I 
was moved by a strange envyi qaestioning 
wherefore I was made so uncomely, and 
4oomed to be so poor, while others were 
favoied with beauty and riches ; anon a ray 
ef blessedness would brSak through the g^oom 
of my sjHrit, and I would say she is not so 
sordid as to be woa by wealth alone ; and 
•hath ahe not. often acknowledged that in her 
.esteem a true heart and a virtuous mind 
were woith mere than the bloom and gallant. 
, ry diat so easily win with the rest of her 
sex ? But anodier eloud would soon over- 
come me : all her reladons, with the exeep. 
tioa of her exeeUent mother, were against 
mBj.and for my rich rival ; and then I would 
think, of them beaeeching her. and sigh lest 
their entreaties should prevail. 

One day. as J was sitting in my little store, 
when my Noughts were in this disconaolate 
uncertainty, I heard as if some invisible com- 
forter whispered these words to my very 
heart s <VHe will fulfil the desire <^ them 
that fear him. Pelight thyself in the Lord, 
and be shali give tbee the desire of thy 
heart." From that moment hope came upon 
me i^in, and despondency meltad away as 
the morning mist ; and I oontinued my suit 
with an inward confidence of sqpeeas. 

About a month after her baptism, we were 
married m the house of a friend, with quiet 
and sobriety liefitting our circumstances ; but 
it was an eyent not allowed to pass without 
the band of Providence being visible in it. 

As I was walking toward the house of Dr. 
Mason, to beepeak him for the ceremonyi and 
to fix the time and place, being on the oppo- 
site side of the street, I observed my rival 
atanding at his door. As I knew he vras in- 
formed that Rebecca and X. were soon to be 
married, and report said he took on like a 
demented man, I slaokened my pace, and 
seeing him admitted, concluded to defer my 
yisit until the next day, persuaded that his 
busiijuess was somehow conneeted with our 
affair; a^d so it appeared it was, (ot when I 
did call next day, the reverend Doctor told 
mp. that the young man had cried like a 
.child, and urged him to use his influence to 
.break off* the match. Now in this, was there 
not a manifest interposition ? for if it had not 
been ordered for me to see him at Dr. Ma^ 
son's door, and had I been two minutes later, 
we should have met in the house, what a 
cataatrophe might have happened! In his 
phrensy he vowed to 8ho.ot roe $ and certain 
it is, when he heard we were married, be 
became quite delirious, and attempted to des. 
troy himself; raving, had she only married a 
gentlemen he wonld have thought nething of 
itp hut to refuse him» and take up with a poor, 
black, nail-makef was more than human na- 
tore could bear. His passion, however, soon 



cooled, and he comforted himaelf by marry. 
iDg another poor giri after a few days* court, 
ship. 

Being married, the courteous reader, no 
doubt, thinks it was necessary for me to pro. 
vfde a household ; for if he has a right under, 
standing of domestic happiness, he cannot but 
know that a prudent pair wiU never abide in 
the parent's house of either the one or the 
other. We accordingly went to housekeep- 
ing in a small wooden building. No. ^ Nas. 
sau-street, having only a ground.floor, which 
I partitioned off into a store, kitcheut and 
bed-room, which also served for our parlor. 
It was twelve feet by six in extent, and I will 
rehearse the catalogue of opr plenishing, for 
the benefit of other young folk. 

We had a bed and bedstead, good and 
most comfortable of their kind — a fine table, 
worth no less than half a dollar — three Wind- 
sor chairs, one for each of us, and a spare one 
for a friend — a soupi.pot, a tea-kettle, likewise 
a tea.put, six cups and saucers — three soup, 
plates, which on days of fish and steaks 
served as well as plain ones could have done 
— three pewter tea-spoons, and two soup ditto, 
of the same material — three knives and forks, 
a griddle for cakes, a frying-pan, and a grid- 
iron ; it was enough — it was all we wanted, 
we were all the world to one another. Then 
was, indeed, the midaunmier of my life ; for 
now that I have carpets to be shaken, brasses 
to scour, stairs to scrub, mahogany to polish, 
china to break, servants to scold, and a cat 
that plays the devil, I often say to myself, in 
the words of Solomon, "Vanity of vanities, 
all is vanity !" 



CHAPTER X. 



<i ) 



Twas death — in haste.*' 

Hitherto I may say that my lines had fall, 
en in pleasant places^— especially when, fn 
the coarse of a few months after my marriage, 
my brother returned from Philadelphia, and 
became a clerk to one of the most respect, 
alile merchants in the city. This was a plea, 
sent reunion, and all things went prosperous 
— ^my thrift was thriving, and the time when 
Rebecca expected to be a mother was draw, 
ing nigh. But a sentence against the city 
had gone forth, and the angel of the pesti. 
lence_ was on the threshold of heaven, shak. 
ing his black wings for a flight to the earth. 
About the middle of July he alighted in 
New- York, and with a vial in ewh hand, 
filled with the wrath of the yellow fever, he 
began to pour out the desolation. 

On the ISth of August, a wail and lament- 
ation spread throughout the town-r-Rachel 
weeping for her children ; then there was a 
hurrymg to and fro — the inhabitants Ayiog 
from destraction^ followed by carts loaded 
with furniture, feather-beds, and tables — ^a 
universal flitting. The city was forsaken, 
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«nd «SileBee« with m%e^iog efet,«at in the 
market-place. 

We, having no friends in the country to fly 
to, and not having money to aapport us there 
in idleness, coneladed that it was ordained 
for a purpose, that we shonld remain in the 
midst of the calamity-i-and in this frame of 
mind, I invited my brother and my wife's 
mother to join us in an offering to the Lord. 
We assembled in the evening : it was the 
Sabbath, and on that day there had been no 
worship, for the stem angel with his phials 
stood at the church. door, and the worship, 
pers dreaded to enter. 

The air was fearfully warm, and our win- 
dows were open. The setting sun shone in 
upon us, and wo all thought, as we prepared 
for the prayer, that there was a yellow drow- 
siness in his eye, as if the glory of the world 
was smitten with mortal disease — we contem- 
plated the prodigy in silence, and when he 
disappeared, we all fell by one thought upon 
our knees. It was my intent to have spoken, 
but utterance was denied to me : we folded 
our hands, and offered ourselves to the mercy 
of Providence with the voices of our hearts. 
After a season we arose and embraced one 
another, and cried aloud, " Let the will of 
God be done !" My brother then went home 
to his master, and sickened next day, but 
Rebecca's mother remained with us for the 
night — ^such a night ! 

Next morning my eiT^>loyer removed his 
wife, and having laid in a stock of iron and 
coals, desired me, as he bade me farewell, to 
make and sell the nails; and my employ, 
ment was making and selling nails for cof- 
fins. Some days after, three young men of 
our acquaintance, who assisted in sitting up 
and attending on my brother, sickened. The 
family where they resided had fled to the 
country, so that none were in the houses to 
give them a drink. I thousfht they had caught 
the fever from my. brother, and I felt myself 
hound to attend them ; which I did, going 
frem house to house by day and by night ; 
but it was not with 4hem only that I fearless- 
,ly. (trusting in the Lord) hazarded myself — ^I 
hjod many patients»< 

In one house lay three brothers — one after 
the other died, but I had time to attend the 
remains of the last only to Pottersfleld, 
and it was then I felt grief for the first time. 
They had been my schoolfellows, we eame 
.from Scotlaiid in the same ship, aiid we had 
till sat with our parents in tiie same pew in 
the same church. 

The hearse had brought five other bodies 
for the sepulchre ; but they were all un- 
known, and I was the only mourner at that 
funeral. I assisted the hearsemen and the 
sexton to lower them, one by one, into the 
'same grave ; but when the coflln of my 
friend, which was the last, was drawn out, 
my limbs so shook that I could ,not take the 



oord. Lord, in diy natef^ spam me fiom 
the aorrow of such another trial 1 

As I was returning home with a heavy 
heart, I happened to observs the door of the 
third house irom my own open. All the 
family had some days before gone into the 
country, leaving the house to n phyaioian 
who boarded-wiih them, and to a young man 
his assistant. I know not what promptad me, 
but I softly knocked at the door to injure 
how it was with them. No one obeyed the 
Bommons. I listened ; I became alajaned i -I 
knocked a little louder, but atiU no one «m. 
wered. I listened again : I thetight i heasd 
the gvoana and heavy breathing of one dying. 
I waikiid up Btairs, and my eyes wem wil£- 
, ered with a sight that no^pen can deseribo. 
'^ On a oot, in the middle oi the room, lay 
the physician : his eyes, already^ glared widi 
the varnish of death, were fixed and wilhoat 
speculation ; and his bosom was heaving 
with the last struggles <of reluctant nature. I 
spoke ; he took no^ notice. I called alondibr 
help ', but theiiB was no help. On a sideheard 
stood a bottle with some wine, and hemdm it 
lay a table-spoon. I poured out a few drops, 
and applied the spoon to his lip»: when it 
entered his mouth, he seized it so suddenly, 
and with such foree, between his tee^, that 
it rung through the solemn room. It was the 
knell of death ; for in the same moment he 
expired. 

For the space of several minutes I stO€>d 
immoveable, overwhelmed with horror ; hot 
the flies settling in cluster^ on the dead 
men*e-fftce, recaUed me to myself, and I took 
a bunch of weeping willow wMch was lying 
on the floor and brushed them away. I then 
drew the sheet over Che eoipse, and, kneeling 
down, prayed that the reeepHon of his soul 
might be happy. 

The woes, however, of that terrible pesti- 
lence were not confined to the guil^ moe of 
men: the sufferings of the lower animals 
were manifest and affecting. In the nunte- 
roufl deserted houses the poor cats were' left 
unprovided, and they became wild wi^ han- 
ger. Their cries were a grief to hear, as they 
went about in bands wailing for food. I gave 
them what I could spare, but to relieve them 
all, was beyond my power: they died by 
hundreds in the street. And here, conld I 
speak of it in adequate terms of commenda- 
tion, I would record the kind-heartedness of 
two Long Island Irish milkmen, wbo^ for 
several weeks, daily left a quart of mflk at 
my door in charity to the starving cats ; and, 
at the coTfier of John and GHff.stre6t^ livnd n 
large, bKthe.looking black woman. Who was 
seen every morning in the street before her 
door, dividing the offals which she had col. 
lected from the market among'forty or fif^ 
cats. Truly the sight of these catastrophes 
were sufficient to cause the pitiful eyes of 
gentle humanity to overflow: ' 

But there were compunctionleaa men among 
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US whom nothing; at that feast of death could 
daant from their oi|ries. One heautifiil moon* 
light evoning, fowsrd the ead of September) 
I talked up Broatfway, mburning for the 
desotation around. Isioiqied near the spot 
in Chamben^street, where the man in other 
ti^ea used to fix his telescope to look at the 
moon. I felt as if I then stood ou the line 
between ihe liTing and the dead. Below was 
the stillness of death, only interrupted now 
and then by the groans of the sick and the 
dying, and the rattling of the slow-eoming 
hearse. Above was the usual bustle of street, 
walkers ; and the wind blowing gently from 
the north, I could plainly distinguish the 
blaphemous mirth of a crowd at the door of 
the eireufi, wh^se^intener was filled with dtl- 
zens who. had but lately fled from death. 
Xhe sound was to my ear as rotteneas to the 
smell : it waa as the neighings of Gomorrah* 

CHAPTER XI. 

" O lioff iisto my roaiideUiy« ' 
O drop a briny tear with me ; 
Dance no more on holiday : 
Like a running riTer be ; 
For ihe ie dead, 
Gone to her death bed, 
All under the willow-tree/* 

As I have already intimated, the fulness of 
mj^iirife'aMme was comiog on ; but the dread, 
fol work of the pestilence saddened the hope 
which my Rebecca asd I cherished. Our 
neighbofs were falUfig stfound us ; the reaper 
was'bitsy, and his arms were fUled with the 
sbaaf, and' few. .were to bind or to reoord the 
nymber^ Iwaa sq engaged in my attend- 
amee .on Uiose o£ our acquaintance who were 
iUr—tfpiogt as. I have said, from bouse to 
house, both by day and by night-^that I have 
often wond^md aifioe.by what seeiet miracle 
my poor strength was enabled to undergo the 
fatigue and the grief which day after d»y 
brovght to itfe, in the removal from iho earth 
of aome kind, or some early friend. 

Rebecca's mother sometimos chided me 
for the risks I ran ; but Reb^ca, like myself, 
hajriag committed ^ur lives into His hands 
who gave tkem, were without dread. But as 
the old lady's a^uaintances were one by one 
carried away, her .fears inereased, until her 
akim' grew to such a pitch, that, poor as. we 
were* we advised her to go into the country ; 
aad itiwas a sad sight tc^sae that mothar and 
that/daiightfir rw^ themaelves aaaader. Re- 
becca was eaim* for hpt anchor was on high ; 
bother mother lapkadin religious eoafidence ; 
and her haart being torn batweail a wish to 
remain: with hardmighter ift her. intareating 
rtt«>iini>» and a dsaad of the angel of daatrm^ 
tion, she wept bitterly, and coroplaload of her 
ftuX fortitwis* 

. But her deparlare proved fees of a misfor** 
tune ' than we . at fimt thought it would be; 
for I pMvldeatiaUy.feU in with an eldariy,- 
aensible womani whom X engaged to Ifra 



with us, and to take care of my wife. She 
slept with Rebecca, and I estab^shed my bed 
in the garret above. Often, after we had 
parted for the night, have I sat listening on 
my bed-stock till I ascertained they were 
asleep ; when I have taken ofFjny shoes; and 
gone out softly and visited my patients. The 
time was awfbl. Some of my patients, it is 
true, recovered, and among them my brother ; 
but the sign of the passover had been streaked 
on few doors, and many were taken away. 
Such was the time, and such the circum- 
stances, in Which our first-born was delivered 
into the world. 

But the courteous reader, after the things I 
have told, may well spare the recital of my 
own sorrows. In the biith of that child my 
happiness was complete ; the cup of earthly 
felicity was full to the brim. I (Uank it off; 
I drained it with a greedy joy. I forgot that 
the angel of death was in the street, and in 
rejoicing* in the greatest blessing bestowed 
upon me, I forgot Him to whom thankfulness 
was due. I esteemed th^ gift that had been 
given as the greatest I had ever^^eceived, 
saving the luve of Rebecca, and yet I return- 
ed that day no thanks. But He soon remind- 
ed me of the ingratitude ; yet in his displea- 
sure there was great gooduess, and in his jus- 
tice much mercy. 

In the natural course of time Rebecca re- 
covered ; the pestilence was assuaged ; men 
returned to their wonted vacations ; families 
re-assembled, and Silence, startled from her 
sorrow in the market-place, returned^ to the 
churchyard, and resumed her ancient seat ou 
the tomb-stone. 

The winter which followed that dreadful 
season was bright and clear; the air was 
nimble and bracing ; and the spirit of man 
glowed as if a new efTusion of the element of 
healUi had issued from the gates of heaven, 
when the angel returned to account to Proyi- 
dence for the awful best he had performed. 
But pure, delicious, and invigorating as it 
came, freshening to all the pulses of nature, 
it entered not my dwelling. Before the bios- 
soms of the spring had bloomed, a fatal rose 
was supplanting the lovely lily of Rebecca's 
cheek ; I watched its growth, oh, with what 
tenderness ! and I thought, when I beheld 
her gentle eyes kindlihg with the flame that 
consumed her, it was as if her blameless soul 
was already incorporated with. the glory aftd 
the holiness of Heaven. 

From the first symptoms, the physician,, 
with a judicous humanity, told me there was 
no hop«; and as the spring advanced, she, 
the fairest of flowers, gave no sign that its 
genial gales were for her. 

On her death-bed she was often visted by 
the elders and other pious members of our 
church, and often she told me how full of 
gratitude she was to Heaven for haviog made 
her acquainted with me, who was the means 
of introducing her into such society, by whom 
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tiM eoQch of diMMe waa Bweatened with a 
hoboMa paaaiiig all that waa preciooa in tbo 
mynli and frankineenae of this world. 

On the morniflg of lior death, the aun rose 
with umaBal aplendor; I had watched all 
night by her bed-side, and aa hia beama en* 
terad the room, they fell upon her mild counte. 
oance, aa if mercy had tempered their light. 
I looked upon her for a abort time» as ahe lay 



pale aa the monumental alabaater ; but who 
can ezpreas what the faithful and loving heart 
feela at such a time 7 1 then rose to drop 
the curtain, fearing the light would moleat 
her beautiful eyes, but ahe aofdy forbade me ; 
**I am already/' said ahe^ "entering the 
brighter precincta of a brighter aun ;'* and 
turning her face to the wall, her gentle spirit 
departed in peace. . 



PART II. 



CHAPTER I. 

'' H« plaeed his chin upon his MitJlj 
And dius began." 

Ir a man marry once for love, he is a fool 
to expect he may do so twice — it cannot be ; 
therefore, I say, in the choice of a second 
wife, one scruple of prudence is worth a 
pound of passion. I do not assert that be 
should ha^ an eye to dowry ; for unless it is 
a great sum, such as will keep all the family 
in gentility, I think a small fortune one of the 
greatest faults a young woman can have ; not 
that I object to the money on iUi own account, 
but only to its effects in the airs and vanities 
it begets in the silly maiden, especially if her 
husband profits by it. 

For thiis reason I did not choose my second 
wife from the instincts of fondness, nor for 
her parentage, nor for her fortune; neither 
was I deluded by fair looks. I had, as I have 
aaid, my first-bom needing tendance; and 
my means were small, while^ my cares were 
great. I accordingly looked about for a sa- 
gacious woraan^-one that not only knew the 
use of needles and shears, but that the skirt 
of an old green coat might, for lack of other 
stuff, be a clout to the knees of blue trowsers 
'—and such a one I found in the niece of my 
friend and neighbor, Mr. Zerobabel L. Hos- 
kina, a most respectable farmer, from Ver- 
mont, who had come to New- York about a 
cod-fish adventure that he had sent to the 
Mediterranean, and was waiting, with his 
wife and niece, the returns from Sicily. 

. This old Mr. Hoskios was, in his way, 
Bomething of a Yankee oddity. He was tall, 
thin, and of an anatomical figure, with a long 
chin, ears like trenchers, lengthy jaws, and a 
nose like a schooner's cut- water. His hair 
wte lank and oily, the tie of his cravat was 
alwaya dislocated, and he wore an old white 
baaver hat turned Up behind. His long hot. 
tie-green surtout, among other defects, lacked 
a button on the left promontory of his hinder 
parts, iind in the house he always tramped in 
slippers. 

Having from my youth upward been much 
addicted to the society of remarkable persons, 
soon after the translation of ray Rebecca I 
happened to fall in with this gentleman, and 



without thinking of any aerioua purpose, I 
sometimea, of a Sabbath-evening, 4sa3)ed lit 
the house where he boarded with his family, 
and there I soon discovered, in the household 
talents of Miss Judith^ his niece, juat the sort 
of woman that waa wanted to hqed the bring, 
ing up of my little boy. Thia discovery, 
however, to tell thd truth <9uietly,' waa firat 
made by her uncle. 

** I guess, Squire Lawrie," said be, one 
evening, " the Squire haa considerable muddy 
time on 't since his old woman "went to pot." 

" Ah, Rebecca ! she was but twenty- 
one—'* 

•«Now, Squire, you see," eontinned Mr. 
Zerobabel L. Hoekins, « that 'ere being the 
cirdumstance, you ehouid be a-making yom* 
catculatio'ns for another spec J" and he took 
his cigar -out of his mouth, tind trimming it 
on the edge of the anuffer-tray, added, *• WoM, 
if so be as you 're a.going to do so, do nty^ii 
go to be a-standing hke a pump, with yftttr 
arm up, as if you would give the aun a Uack 
eye,* but do it right awfty." 

I told him it was a tldng I could not yet 
think of; that my wound was too fresh, tay 
loaa too recent. 

** K tiiat be n't partiisular," feptied he, 
" Squire Lawrie, I 'm » putnlun, and the 
piga may do theii dsmnedst with me. But I 
ain't a pumkin, the Squire he kniowa that.*' 

I assured him, without very deeply dunk- 
ling the truth, that I had met with few man 
in America who better knew how many blue 
beans it takes to make five. 

" I reckon Squire Lawrie," aaid he, <* is a 
puffitig of a parley voo, but I sella no wooden 
nutmegs. Now look ye here. Squire* There 
be you 9pinniilg your thumbs with a,smiili 
child that ha'nH got na mother ; ao I ealea- 
late, if you make JcruafllSkn fine sails, I gueaa 
you caA't a hH>pett audi a small ohihl for no 
man's money— which is taraation bad." • 

I could not but acknowledge the good sense 
of his remark. 

He drew his chair close in front of ms, and 
taking the cigar out of his mouth, and beat- 
ing off the sflhea on his left' thumb nail, re* 
placed it. Havfaig ton given a puff, he raised 

* " An iwJlipM,*' thottglit I. ' 
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Yaa righl hand aloft, ahd Uying it emphatical. 
\y down on his knee, said in Ms slow and 
phlegmatic tone : 

••WeD, I guess that 'ere young woman, 
my niece — she ben't five-and;twenty — she'll 
make a heavenly splice ! I have known that 
'ere young woman 'liver the milk of our thir- 
teen cows afore eight a.moming, and then 
fetch Crumple and her calf from the Bush — 
Dang that 'ere Crumple ! we never had no 
such heifer afore — she and her calf cleared 
out every night, and wouldn't come home on 
no account, no never, till Judy fetch'd her 
right away, when dotie milking t' other thir- 
teen." 

**No doubt, Mr. Hoskins," said I, ** Miss 
Judith will make a capital farmer's wife in 
the country, but I have no cows to milk — all 
my live stock is a sucking bairn" — 

"By the Gods of Jacob's father-in-law! 
she's just the cut for that. But the Squire 
knows I ain't a.going to trade her. If she 
suits Squire Lawrle — ^good, says I — I shan't 
ask no nothing for her ; but I can tell the 
Squire as how Benjamin S. Thuds — what is 
blacksmith in our village — offered me two 
hundred and fifty dollars— *gospe], by the liv. 
ing jingo ! — in my baud right away ; but you 
see, as how, he was an almighty boozer, 
though for blacksmithing a prime hammer. 
I ^id no, no, and thetc she is sdll to be had-^ 
and I reckon Squire Lawrie may go the whole 
hog with her, and make a good operation." 

Discovering, by this plaiti speaking of Mr. 
Hoskins, how the cat jumped — ^to use one of 
his own terms — we entered more into the 
marrow of the business, till it came to pass, 
that I made a proposal for Miss Judith, and 
soon after a paction was settled between me 
and her, that when the Fair American ar- 
rived from Palermo, we should be married ; 
for she had a share in the cod-fish by that 
bark, and we counted that the profit might 
prove a nest-egg ; and it did so, to the blithe- 
some tune of four hundred and thirty-three 
dollars, which the old gentleman counted dut 
to me in the hani on the wedding-day. 

• 

CHAPTER U. 

** H« that begins with kneodles and piui, 
May end irtth. homed iui(mt." 

A SROST time before nky second marriage, 
which took place within the twelve months 
after the death of my sanctified Rebecca, the 
introduction of the cut nails began to cut me 
ofiTfirom earning a li'ving by my. hammer, and 
the htlainesa of my^ ht^ware store being of 
itself insufficient for the maintenance of a 
family, I bethought me of invading tiie bor- 
ders of the grocery line. I ought not, how. 
ever, to Say that I did so of my own conceit, 
for I was led into it by one of those' wonder, 
ful providential suggestions, of which I haye 
had sneh a large experience. 

Oa$i^y itel was standing ia the stive, 



wiping and blowing the dust anii stoor from 
the knives and the shaving.bozes that made 
the brick-bats aud wooden blocks siiine on 
my shelves, a sailor from the West Indies 
came to the door with a bag of coffee-beans 
on his back. There might be the better part 
of two whole hundred weight, but though he 
offered them at a citeap rate, I had not money 
enough to make a bargain with him. After 
some confabulation, however, into which I 
threw a spice of my natural jocosity, we came 
to an understanding ; and from less to more, 
I proposed that we might trade, if not for the 
whole, at least for a portion. This, as he was 
going back to New Providence, where he had 
bought the coffee from a wrecker, was not 
out of his way, especially when I showed him 
how he might sell the razors, and knives and 
forks, at a great profit in Nassau, the chief 
port and place of business in the Bahama Isl- 
ands, whereof New Providence is the prin- 
cipal. 

Accordingly, he in the end consented to 
leave the bag of coffee with me, and to como 
back in the afternoon, when the part of the 
price that was to be paid in money would be 
ready for him, and the cargo of hardware.with 
the invoice made up. 

This was not arranged without forethought, 
it being necessary that I should have the store 
to myself while unpacking the articles from 
the parcels to which they were fastened ; 
moreover, the money promised was six dol- 
lars more than I had then at command, and 
I was in consequence obliged to borrow, 
which was a thing requiring time and dex- 
terity. 

Having taken from the shelves divers of the 
appsrent packages of my hardware, I made 
up ^ose things that were on the outsldes in 
a small box. and I placed the brick-bats and 
blocks of wood from which they had been 
taken under the counter, to serve for another 
occasion, leaving their places vacant on the 
shelves. I then went home and took what 
money I had out of the big chest ; afterwards 
I proceeded to Mr. Parcels, a member of our 
congregation, who kept a store for notions at 
the corner of Maiden Lane and Pearl-street, 
to see if he would oblige me with the loan of 
six dollars, to enable me to make up the sum 
required. 

Though the amount required was not heavy, 
yet I own it was not without a sort' of trepi. 
dation I went to borrow. I had obtained 
wares on credit to the extent of more than fif- 
ty doQars all at one time ; but I was sensible 
of a wide difference between asking credit 
in the way of business, and begging the help 
of actual money. But in this negotiation I 
was surprisingly assisted. 

Mr. Parcels had that day made a capital 
spec of brushes and baskets, and when I 
called he was in great felicity with himself, 
and idl mankind. He told me of his good 
hick} and riiowed me the articiesj which I» of 
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couiMi commended AndcottpUmented to his 
Mtisfactioa. I then told him that I, too, had 
not heen withont a benefaction from Fortune, 
for that I had made a speculation in cofiee- 
beans, by which I would, even by wholesale, 
turn the heels over the head of what it coet 

me. 

« But," continued I, " Ae want of money. 
Mr. Parcels, is the root of^all evil in ttade, 
Pid I possess a command of capital Hke you, 
there is no saying what I might not do ; for 
I may tell you in confidence, that althougti, 
in a sense, my small dibblings in the hard- 
ware line are not barren of ret'urp, yet I have 
for some time discerned that few retail traders 
pay so well as those which deal in articles of 
a brisk consumption. He was of the same 
opinion, and we continued discoursing saga, 
ciously and leisurely in this way, like two po- 
litical economists, or chancellors of the Eng. 
lish Exchequer, for a considerable space of 
time ; at last I heard the clock strike an hour, 
at which, taking the dollar notea out of my 
pocket, 1 said, in an off-hand manner, " Til 
be obliged to you, Mr. Parcels, for the loan 
of ten or twelve dollars till the morn, as I 
have to settle for my coffee spec, and may be 
•hort." 

** With great pleasure," replied he. " But 
do not be hampered, as I have some twenty 
or thirty in the drawer much at your service;'* 
BO pulling out the drawer, he lifted out the 
bundle and handed it over to me. Thus came 
I, in a most extraordinary manner, to be not 
only in a condition to pay the sailor, but to 
have an overplus. And here 1 should say, 
let no man regard this as an incident of blind 
chance ; for when I returned to my ^torej the 
sailor was standing at the door with another 
lad, who had a segar box full of indigo to sell, 
and who was willing to trade for it, half cash, 
a^d half in pewter tea.spoons. As the value, 
he set on his indigo was reasonable, we soon 
came to a conclusion ; for although I had not 
just so many spoons as he wanted, I yet got 
him persuaded to take two pair of 0oissors> 
and paid him the remainder in money.. 

Having thus acquired a valuable ^tock of 
coffee and indigo, I then began to devise with 
myself how it might best be realized. I was 
naturally inclined to sell in the small way — 
for the profits of the retail trade are pretty 
considerable on such merchandise ; but that 
required time ; and to keep my credit with 
friend Parcels, it. was necessary I should hav« 
a quick return, 

The upshot of these reflections accordingly 
led me to shut tlie store a little earlier tlian 
u^ual, and to take a turn, in Broadway before 
going home. In the course of ttiat walk, 1 
was directed into a large grocery, kept by^ 
Mr. William Raisins ; to whom, on going in, 
I said that I had that morning, in the way of 
trade, taken some coffee nnd indigo, which 
being., articles not in my way, I would be glad 
to sell. He wai a, 'cute maot^ and brisk a^ a. 



bargafai> 80 thei liail was noon drif^tt. I 
brought him the articles ; they were weighed 
before me, and he paid the money. down ; by 
which I was enabled, next day, to' repay Mr. 
Parcels, and to sack a reasonable profits 

The event was great in another way, for it 
emboldened me to make the proposal for Miss 
Judith Hoskins, by the help of whose fortune 
I enlarged the borders of my dealings, grad- 
ually entering more and more into the West 
India trade with the sailors, until 1 fairly found 
myself a grocer, in a very prosperous way of 
well doing. 

And here it is fit I should make, as the min- 
isters sometimes say, an improvement on what 
has been said. The courteous reader mu3t 
have discerned how little in all. that stroke of 
good fortune was owing to apy wisdom of 
mine. In the bargain for the coffee, I had 
evidently mounted the wall-top : I had placed 
myself in a predicament of danger; and had 
there not been a providential gathering of 
leaves in the luck which Mr. Parcels had that 
day met with, who can tell if I mijght not have 
come a cripple from the adventure 7 

CHAPTER HI. 

^* Thrift, thrift, Horatio !" 

But the sunshine is not always, neither is 
it good for a man that prosperity should en- 
dure for ever. Hathe^rto it -had been well for 
me ; for, save in the loss of Rebeoca-^and 
somehow I never could aceount her removal 
a loss, but only as a change by which she was 
a greatkainer— I hs^d not tasted of the bitter* 
ness of life : not that my cup was uniformly 
sweet and overflowing, but aU things ha4 a 
grqwth and progress with me. Carefulness 
sat on the doorstep of my threshold, and fru- 
gality blithened my dwellings 

No man ever thrives without nettling the 
malice or the envy of some of his. neighbors : 
and accordingly, persons were not wanting, 
who regarded the custom of my grocery steze 
with eye askew. Among these were two 
cabinet-makers, on the opposite side of the 
street, carrying on a respectable business, and 
having in their employ ten or twelve journey 
men and 'prentiees. They reckoned the 
number of my customers ; they counted the 
casks of sugar I took in^ and the cheats of tea 
that were brought to me ; and, having laid 
their heads together, they concluded it was a 
fine thing to be a grocer* 

Accordingly, with the temptation of a.great 
rent, they hired the house at the corner o i 
Broadway, thr^e doors above mine, qver the 
head of a decent old Dutchman, who was 
well-known as the sexton of tl^ Dutch church ; 
gave up their own business ; and^ ^i% up 
the house in elegant style, commenced the 
grocery business. 

Their store, having the advantage of being 
at {he corner, and opening upon Bjroadway« 
attracted away many of my ^ustomeiB : be 
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sides, th«y were men of subtlance* and they i 
oould afford to lay in a better assortment of 
goods than i( was in my power to do ; so they 
carried all before them. ' This, assuredly, was 
a great misfortune, and troubled me severely; 
for altheugh it did not come in all its weight 
at once, the consequences were yet plain to' 
be seen, and day aftbr day my scales had less 
and less oecnpation. 

It was 'some time, however, before I be- 
came Seriously alarmed ; for I flattered my. 
self that the unsteadiness in the character of 
my rivals would soon prompt them to try some 
other concern ; but the business proved better 
even than they had expected, and begot a per- 
severance in them which I could not but ap. 
phiud, though it prospered at my cost. 

My goods thus began to hang heavily on 
my hands ; the boxes of raisins and the frails 
of figs in the window became dry and fash- 
ionleto. There was a great in-drink in my 
teas, occasioned by the boxes being long open, 
uid the oatgoings in my house were more 
than the incomings of the store. Still I was 
not cast down, for idthoogh I beheld poverty 
creeping toward me, like the barren sands of 
the desert, which travellers say are gradually 
overspreading the eom-fields of the Egyp. 
tians, I bad an eneouraging hope which de« 
fied advermty — ^norwas it long until proof 
was granted, that, in trusting to Providence, 
my leaning was not on a broken reed. 

The' ladies of New York were, about this 
time, beginning, among other elegancies of 
taste, to cultivate flowers in their parlors, and 
the grocery stores commonly supplied them 
with pots. It happened that I was one day 
asked by a very iine and gentle maiden of the 
hi^er older, if I eould not procure for her 
two or three pots of a handsomer figure, and 
more ornamental than those in use. This, 
after she had left the store, set me a thiokiug, 
when all at once it came into my head to 
paint some of my flower.pots wkh green var- 
nish, persuaded that this would please the 
ladiea better than the common brick-bat color. 

Accordingly, I painted two pair, and ex- 
posed them in the window, when they soon 
drew attention, and were sold. I then paint. 
ed six psir, and they presently went the same 
way. Being thus encouraged, I continned 
painting and seUiug to good advantage, and 
thereby gained something to help the decay 
of my grocery profits. 

Ope day, in the courfte of the following 
spring, I observed a man, for the first time, 
selling flower.plants in the Fiy-market. As 
I cweleMly passed by I plucked a leaf, «nd 
, rubbing it between my finger and thumb, in- 
quired the name of it He answered, a gera. 
nimn. This, to the best of my recollection, 
was the first time I had ever heard that there 
was a geranium in the world. Before that 
morning I had no taste for flowen, though I 
ceitainly eonid tell a red eabbage from a 
niMi*ci(Nie» 



I examined the plant, thought it had & 
pleasant smell, find that it would look well if 
removed into one of my green flower-pots. I 
then bought it of the man — but observe — ^not 
with the intention of selling it again, but only 
to adorn my counter, and to let people see 
how handsomely the pots looked when a plant 
was in them. Next day a customer fancied 
and purchased the plant and pot, at so entic«. 
ing a price, that I went, when the market 
was nearly over, judging the man would sell 
cheaper, rather than have the trouble of car- 
rying his plants across the river — ^for he lived 
at Brocklyne, and in those days there were 
neither steam nor horse-boatft—and I pur- 
chased two other geraniums, which I also 
placed in two green pots, and soon after sold 
to good advantage. 

This led me to think that something might 
be done for my family in this way ; and thus 
it came to pass that I continued to go at the 
close of the market, and bargain for the un- 
sold plants ; and the man, finding me a bene- 
ficial customer, would assist me to carry them 
home,. and he showed me how to shift the 
plants, and to put them into my green pots, if 
customers wished it. ' 

f soon discovered that the gardener, George 
Briars, was a Scotchman, and being a coun- 
tryman, we worked into one another's hands. 
Thus in the course of a short time, from <hav. 
ing one plant on my counter, I had fifty, all 
beautifully blooming, and shedding a delight, 
ful fragrance that sweetened the air of the 
street far beyond the door. ' No&ing of the 
kind had eveV before been seen in New 
York; and people in taking their country 
friends to see the curiosities of the city, would 
step in as they passed, marvelling at the sight 
of my balsams and geraniums. 

In these visits the strangers would some- 
times express a wish to have .a plant, but 
having far to go, could not carry them. Then 
they would ask if I had no flower-seeds ; - 
others dgain would inquire for cabbage, tur- 
nip, or radish seed, &,c., until, from less to 
more, these frequent inquiries set me a-think- 
ing, that if I could get seeds, I should be able 
to sell them. But no one sold seed in New 
York ; none of the farmers or gardeners saved 
more than they wanted for their own use. 
George Briars, however, told me, tnat he was 
then raising seeds, with tl^e intention of sell, 
ing them with his plants in the Fly-market 
next spring. Out of tiiis grew a partneiship 
between us, by which it was covenanted, that 
I should buy his seeds, and that he should 
stay at home and raise plants and seeds for 
me. I accordingly purchased his stock for 
fifteen dollars. 

I then advertised garden-.seeds for sale-— in 
the newspapers ; and my stock was soon sold 
off at a consolatory profit, which made me 
regret that I could not replace it. Buf the 
darkest hour is nearest to the dawn. At this 
jonctore a neighbor cvne into the stor^ with 
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a •(ranger, whom he introduced to me as juat 
arrived from Londooa with a amaU venture ot 
•e eda, which he was willing to diapose of at 
a moderate advance on the invoice. A bar. 
g^in waa soon struck, for hia venture con- 
aiated of the very aorta for which I waa daily 
applied to, end knew not where to obtain. 
•< Neit day, on opening one of the caaka, I 
found a catalogue of seeda for aalc, by Wil- 
liam Spadea & Co. of London. This waa a 
prize indeed : and it had marginal notea, 
Btating the beat time of aowing ; valuable in- 
formation, of which I waa, till then, totally 
ignorant. 

After this I publiahed a catalogue of my 
own, and with the assistance of George Bri. 
ars, adapted the time to suit the aeasona of 
our climate ; so that now, when my cuatom- 
era inquired when such and such seeds should 
be sown, I waa able to give them the fullest 
information. 

In the fall of the following year, I remitted 
a sum of money to Messrs. Spadea &. Co. 
with an order, which they honestly executed ; 
and the seeds arriving in good season, ena- 
bled me, with those which George Briars 
raised at Brocklyne, to take the field y/^\\ 
great courage. My business increased apace, 
insomuch that the grocery became secondary 
to it, so I began to let it gradually run out. 

But although I had much reason for thank- 
fulness, both for the manner in which I had. 
been guided into the seed business, and for 
the issue thereof, it was, like all other human 
concerns, liable to vexat^ona. The gardeners 
seeing my advertisements, and hearing how 
I was toppiug in the trade, raised seeds to 
sell to me ; and I, having as yet but little skill 
in the quality, was often deceived by the 
knaves ; the which molested me the more, as 
it made my customers dissatisfied, particular, 
ly an old friend that I was moat desirous to 
please, at Canandaigua. However, experience 
waa daily instructing me, and my footing 
growing more steadfast, I had a goodly pros, 
pect o( a prosperous fortune. Alas I short, 
sighted mortals, we' know not what a day 
may bring forth. 



CHAPTER IV. 

•*Rfng the alarm-bell.*^ 

It ia only remarkable men who are privi- 
leged to write their own histories ; no doubt 
there are conceited persons who take upon 
them to do the same thing, but the world has 
little respect for such vanity. For my part, it 
would have been fur from my heart to have 
thought, of inditing this book, had I not dis- 
cerned in the accidents of ray life something 
jthat will be accounted extraordinary, to say 
nothing of the manner in which I have been 
gnided; itself a demonstration that Provi. 
dance had a purpose for^ine^-whether in the 
yf%j of example, or ae m agenti is not for me 



to determine. This much, however, I may 
afiirm, that from the 6r8t hour I had a right 
notion of the condition of man, I felt myself 
to be a something ihat waa deeiqed deserv- 



ing of apecial care and preservation^ and what 
I have now to relate bears witneaa to the fact. 
Close behind my house and store stood a 
large soap and candle manufactory, at whicli 
I never looked without receiving an intima. 
tion that it was ordained to be consumed by 
fire. This remarkable presentiment became 
at last so assured to ntb of fulfilment, that I 
spoke of it as I would do of any intent pr 
buaineas which must be performed. For 
months before the catastrophe came to pass, 
when the fire company, on the first Monday 
of every months qame to wash and clean their 
engine, at the pump near the corner of Lib- 
erty and Nassau atreet, I often jocosely told 
them how I wished they would act when the 
candle.box, as I called the soapery, should 
take Qre ; and so persuaded was I of the sen. 
tence that had been passed upon it, that I in- 
sured my property. I had at the time a large 
stock on hand of early cabbage-seed lying 
open in the store : it had been imported ; but 
the long embargo being then laid on, render, 
ed it doubtful when, if any accident hap. 
pened, I should be able to get another sup. 

ply- 
One day, while sitting at dinner wi(h my. 
wife, reflecting pn ^hia circumstance, I tqld 
her that in the afternoon I intended to pack 
up ray moat valuable seeds in flour.barrels, 
in order that they might be quickly and safe, 
ly removed at the breaking out of the fire, 
next door. 

This packidg detained me later than usual, 
and when J returned up-stairs, finding my 
wife much fatigued with nursing one of the 
children who was sick, I advised her to lie 
down, saying, I would look to the child until 
she got asleep* This was between nine and 
ten o'clock ; she lay down accordingly, and 
I watched the cradle. 

The noise in the streets began gradually to 
subside, till only single sounds at intervals 
were heard. The poor baby breathed heavi. 
ly, and the ticking of the clock grow more 
and more audible, but I heard nothing else. 
Exactly as the clock struck twelve, my 
wife, awakened, resumed her vigil, and I took 
her place in the bed. Being very tiredi I 
soon fell asleep, but could not have alept 
many minutes, for next day, when I fotind 
the clock in the neighboring ehurch, into 
which it had been hastily carried, the hai^ ^ 
stood exactly at a quarter past twelve, 

Being roused by a startling scream from 
my wife, I sprang on the floor before my eyes 
were well open. "What is ihe matter T' 
cried I. 
" W« are all on Are !'' was her wild answer, 
I rushed to the back window which looked 
toward the candle- works, andJb^held them at 
laat burning. 
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Having for many months prevMus resolred 
hi my own mind bow I would act when the 
event ahould' take place, I was prepared and 
composed. My wife being dressed, I bade 
her carry the sick ebild to a place of safety, 
sayingv that I would wak& up and take^eare 
of the other children and servants. In the 
meantime I calmly but quickly dressed my* 
self, and with considerate presence of mind I 
pat on « pair of old double-soled booiS} lest 
in the confusion I should tread on a rusty 
nail in some of the boards tliat might be 
pulled down : I then wetted my ni^ht-oap, 
and put it on to preserve my hair from being 
singed, and having sent off the children and 
servants, I weiit. down into my store, and se. 
cured my valuable papers and money, pinning 
them in my Jacket-pocket 

As the .engines came up, I directed them 
to the places where there service could be 
most effectual, reminding the firemen of what 
I had foretold. I then ran from place to place,^ 
snatching what properly I could from the 
destruction ; and here I have to record a 
most wonderful preservation. 

The house in which the fire origi^iated 
stood on tlie south side of my premises, aod 
my back store, a wooden building, was often 
covered with the flames ; but the wind, whick 
was then blowing slroog from tlie south, car- [ 
ried with it such showers of ashes, that they 
protected the building as much, it was 
thought, as the water of the engines. The 
damage it sustained was indeed so trifling, 
that ten dollars put it in as good repair as it 
was before the &te began ; but the heat within 
had been dreadful. 

Th^ forenoon previous I had been painting 
flower-pots with green varnish. The shelf, 
on which the painted pots stood, was on the 
side nearest the manufactory, and beside 
them were several ether pots and a pitcher, 
containing roein, varnish, and spirits of tur. 
pentine. The fire burned through the boards 
directly opposite to where these inflammable< 
articles were standing. The end of the shelf 
was actually so scorched that it dropped from 
its niche, and falling about a foot, rested on 
the floor. When the fire was mastered, the 
pots tmd pitcher were found glued fast to the 
shelf, the heat hating caused the paint to 
nielt, which, running down the sides, fixed 
them in that manner. Had these combusti* 
bles taken fire, the whole of my premises 
must have perished. 

Among many who came in the morning to 
see the ruins was my friend Mr. Hoskius, 
who was then in the city, superintending 
another spec of cod-fish and flour, w^hich he 
was shipping ofl'to Lisbon, where the British 
wer* then fighting, and were thought to be 
in great want of provisions* When he beheld 
the combustible pots and pitcher, he could 
not believe they had stood where they were, 
amid the ashes and embers, during the con. 



flagration' I told hiiB> however^ to lift them,; 
and he tried to do so» 

" WeU," said he, " I guess this is pretty 
pfutieular. By the furnace of Babylon, it 
b^ats Bhedry and Abendy to immortal smash*" 



CHAPTER V. 

But though this fire was a most calamitous 
event to my neighbors, there was in it a mer- 
cy toward me as great even as the miraculous 
preservation of my property. 

Mr. Hoekins, as I have mentioned, was in 
New'Yorki seeing a cargo made up fqr Lis. 
bon ; and once or twice, before the fire broke 
out, he had proposed to me to send a venture 
by the same ship, or to go en shares with 
him. To acknowledge the truth, I was com. 
ing roflnd to be so inclined, saying to myself, 
"faint heart never won fair lady.V 

The chief cause of my heaitation was owiog 
to a doubt I bad of the propriety of stepping 
out of the line of my own. business ; for it 
was one of the solid advices 't>f my father, 
never to leave a trade so long as it would 
bide with me. The contusion caused by the 
fire settled the question ; for although I could 
not complain of any loss, the insurance com- 
pany having at once made good my damage, 
I was yet for sev^wl days in a state of great 
confusion, and could think of nothing but of 
ray missing articles,.and how I should get my 
store again in order. Sooth to say, I wa^ 
disturbed and fykie, and could lay my mind 
to no sort of consideration. 

*< I guess," said Mr. Hoskins, one evening, 
when he came to drink tea with us—'* I guess 
the Squire ha'n't a got 'livered of 'at 'ere fire 
frigbt.»^ 

In the way of jocularity I did not object 
to being called Squire ibyjbim, for it was his 
way ; but the fire wan connected in my mind 
with BO many awful things, that I could not 
endtire to hear it lightly spoken of, so I re. 
plied : 

" You know, Mr. Hoskins, that I have no 
right to be called Squire, and, therefore, it 
would obKge me if ye would not iise to me' 
such a decoration." • 

**Well, if that ben*t Solomon, I ain't no- 
body ; for to speak the truth right away to 
Mr. Todd, I have myself obstinacrous objec- 
tions-^a oonsiderable some— against 'em 'ere 
parley voos ; for though I be a major of mi- 
litia, and a judge in our cottory. State of Ver- 
naont, I ain't special 'bout pedigrees; but 
my wife, she's, as the gentleman knows, an 
almighty ambitious woman, and will have her 
kitc^n as clean as her parlor— she won't 
have nobody call me but Squire. For myself, 
Zerobflbel L. Hoskins, T ain't so audacious, 
and yet, when I jiidgefies at sessions, there 
isn't such a Beelzebub to* the knaves in the 
Union. They feha'n't speak to me then bat 
a^I lets 'em« But giving such gabbing the 
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fo>by, aquirt i iim ipikM tad eoeiiiDben! 
I teT9 ft eompttlmNi to otll jroa BqHire — am 
joa screwed up not to make a akipment f" 

" Aa dooriy aa a door-nail, Mr. Hoakina," 
was my tnawrr; and then I eipatiated oo 
my rnaaoni fordaeliiiuiflr ^ tdrantagea which 
be promlaed himaelf from the spec ; adding, 
•mottff other thioga, that may be, before the 
ship could reach LSabon, WeUington might 
be obliged to take his knapaack on his back 
and go home. 

•* ** And if ao be, I calcnlate, that ain*t no- 
thing to make nobody afeard, for we have got 
doable papers for the ahip." 

Poor man ! bat he was strong in worldly 
wisdom, Httie thinking that where he thought 
himaelf so well fenoed would be found hia 
Weakest part. The ship soon after sailed, 
and was not well clear of Sandy Hook, when 
a British frigate laid hold of her by the enff 
of the nedkt and haoled her, by the lug and 
the horn, away to Bermnda, where she was 
detained, on account of the two sets of pa- 
peiBT'so long, that tha cod-fish begfin to spoil 
and quicken to sueh a degree, that they spoilt 
the flour, and the whole cargo became a dead 
loss. Was it not a capital escape, my having 
nodiing to do with her 7 though in the end, 
I, with others, came in for a share of the con- 
sequences, by the embargo and the war with 
fingland that soon after followed; For you 
see, when Mr. Hoskins hevd of what had 
happened to the ship, he fefi into a terrible 
passion, and went about kindling the people 
to revenge his cause, until there was not a 
patriotic heart in the Union but thought the 
British ought to be tarred and feathered. 

One night, as Mr. Hoskins was enlarging 
on this text, and saying it would be a devil 
Uessed thing if the king were skinned alive 
and crammed up to the neck in a cask with 
a salt and vitriol pickle, I tried to counsel 
him to moderation, but the more I reasoned 
he grew the lAadder ; and when I but hinted, 
in a far off way, that his misfortune might be 
altogether owing to the dissimilation of the 
ship's papers, he was touched to the quick, 
asserting that the ship of every free country 
had a right to carry what goods or papers her 
owners chose to send by her. This sort of 
lysound doctrine, as I at the time maintained 
it was, infedted the heads of everybody that 
heard of Mr. Hoskins and his unlucky and 
unsavory venture, till at last the government 
saw no other way of pacifying the people but 
by declaring war against England. 

As a Chr^tian, I deplored this violent step ; 
and as a Scotchman, I was distressed to think 
of the detriment that might be done to my 
native land, though I never went ^e length 
of those who thought the United States would 
scuttle the island* 

«* To a moral certainty," said Mr. Hoskins, 
5* ve'U do it, and inflict considerable damage ;** 
fyt really be was b^de, himself, and talked 
ftea down noaaetuo jfibout the freedom of 



the aeas, until there was no arguing with him. 
So to brii^ the matter to a concIasion> I may 
here at once say, that his vehemence cauaed 
a rent in onr fnendahip, the which I had long 
reason to regret ; fur though, in his way, a 
pecnUar character, he had yet in the concerns 
of business a sharp eye to the main chaneo. 
No man could give better advice in a diffi- 
culty; nor, if money would do, was any 
readier to help his neighbor. I pay him thia 
coropUment with great sincerity, for I am 
welL sure, that had we been on out wonted 
familiar footing when the embargo and non* 
intercourse acta prevented me from importing 
seeds, that, with the assistance of Providence, 
he would have saved me from the ruinous 
efiecta of what then came to pass. 

CHAPTER VI. 

" WeMl take a oup of kindness yet, 
For auld lang «yae.** 

» When I had got the damage repaired, and 
my goods and furniture placed in or^er again 
in the house and store, I continued to attend 
with my wonted carefulness to the business ; 
but it is just and right, in this unvarnished 
narrative, to confess that I sometimes, as the 
moon of fortune was waxing, felt myself grow, 
ing inclined to try my hand, like my neighbors, 
at a spec. However, I wrestled against .the 
hazardous inclination with surprising forti- 
tude, considering how I was tempted, until 
an event came to pass, which by its issues, 
as will be seen in the sequel, was plainly or- 
dained to be a trial. The matter arose thus* 
At the time I was in the Bonnytown school, 
a boy was there by name Alek Preston, a 
spirited, clever, venturesome creature, as gleg 
as a trout, and souple as an eel. Nothing 
would do for him but going to sea, which he 
did in a vessel from LeiSi, about the time 
my father took me into the smiddy to be a 
nailer. We had been great companions and 
sworn brothers in many a funny prank and 
harmless frolic. Indeed, be had such a nat- 
ural instinct for mirth, that it was impossible 
to be half an hour in his company without 
being diverted, or to become acquainted with 
him without liking him for Ufe ; and yet he 
was the most thoughtless thing that man could 
put trust in. That part of his character I 
had, however, forgotten ; I recollected only 
light-heartedness and ever gambolling gfci- 
ety. ■ 

*One day, as I was walking on some pur- 
pose anent seeds along Greenwich street, I 
fell in with a sick sailor sitting on a door- 
step, in a very disconsolate condition. 

He was barefooted ; his trousers, vrhifh 
had been of superfine navy blue, though full 
of unsewed rents and holes, had never been 
mended ; "his jacket, too, was of the best stufl; 
with many small brass buttons, men-of-w»4:'a 
fashion, but in no better plight ; and he wore 
a slouched canvaas hat that was either pitched 
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or painted black. Yet, though aU these 
•ymptoaifl of a spendthrift were so visible 
about hioii something in his appearance won 
my attention, and I stopped to inqoiro what 
ailed him, with the intent of giving a trifle. 
Judge of my astonishment when, on his look, 
log up with the tail of his ^ye, I discovered 
in him my old marrow in nests and mischief, 
Alek Preston. 

He did not so qnickly recognize me, for he 
waa> sickly, and his eyes were languid an^ 
inattentive ; but when I had spoken to him 
a few sentences, his connteaance brightened, 
and he took me freely by the hand. Alas ! 
I was constrained to snatch mine from the 
touch, dreading contagion, for his was fear- 
fully hot. ' 

I said to binC " Man AIek> you are veiy 
ill, and it's no good for one in such a condi. 
tion to be sitting in the street." 

"Sit! I can't stand," replied he, as if he 
would made a joke, but his 'head dropped 
suddenly on his bosom. 

I thought him dying, and called aloud to a 
porter who was passing by to help me. With 
his assistance, and that of another man, hav* 
ing moved poor Alek into a neighboring 
boarding-house, I went fur a doctor &at lived 
hard by, who presently took blood from him, 
and we put him to bed very ill. I then went 
home and told ray wife, and we agreed, both 
for humanity and auld lang syne^.that Alek 
Preston should want for nothing in our power 
to procure or to spare. 

After suffering several days of great dis- 
tress and a suspension of understanding, du- 
ring wnich he raved in such a comical way, 
that although it was fenred he was dying, no 
one could hear him with a composed counte- 
nance ; he at last fell into. a deep sleep, out 
of which he awoke free from the fever, and 
with his reason, which had been laid on its 
beam-ends, fairly again righted. He con. 
tinued, however, for some tim> after, very 
weakly, and but for our care and comforts, it 
might still have gone hard with him. 

' When he had in a measure recovered from 
his distemper, he oame often to our house in 
the evening, and we Had great pleasure in 
discoursing of former days. This led on to 
a rehearsal of his adventures, and my heart, 
for auld acquaintance, taving a warm side 
toward him, and my circumstances being 
then green and prosperous, I began to think 
of some way to serve him. I could not, how. 
ever, of my own mind, devise a right method, 
but I told hire, if he could point out a way 
wherein I could be useful, he might count 
upon my friendship. 

A short time after tikis conversation — Am 
disposed on recollection to think it was the 
very moh'ow following— Alek came to me, 
and aaid that he had fallen in with several 
old shipmates willing to embark with him a 
privateering, if they could get a man of capital 



to Ure with them a^fastottying, pilat-boat 
•chooner. 

As privateering was in my opinion not a 
very reputable trade, to say nothing of British 
tars becoming enemies to their native land» 
I remonstrated strongly against the projeott* 
and point.blank, in a sense, refused to have 
anything to do with it. However, without 
being well able to tell how it came to pass, 
Alek Preston, by little and little, so overcame 
my scruples, that at last I consented to take 
a very small share just to oblige him. 

But when the outfit was completed, a diffi- 
eolty arose which had not been bought of. 
We could not get letters of reprisal, unless 
the captain and a certain number of^the crew 
were American citizens. This had wellnagh 
knocked the whole scheme on the head. 
Alek Preston, however, swore a boatswain's 
oath that he would not be stopped by such 
laws : accordingly, he went away, and I saw 
nothing of him for several days ; at the end 
of which he came to inform me that all was 
cleared, and that he intended to set sail on 
his cruise that very evening. 

For some time I tried without success to 
discover how he had overcome the difficulty 
which I thought insurmoantable, but he made 
me no wiser. However, as it behoved us to 
take a glass of punch on the occasion, it came 
out in the drinking that he had got himself 
certified to be an American citizen, by an 
old woman swearing that she had known 
him from the cradle, in which she had hecself 
rocked him. 

This was true ; for, man as he was, he had 
mounted into a child's cradle, and the old 
woraaix certainly did rock him. This, to my 
shame I must acknowledge, was a device 
which, without approving, caused me to laugh 
so heartily, that I could not very indignantly 
condemn it. But as be w»i proceeding to 
rehearse the story with great glee, I had ^ 
pang of conscience, and I started from my 
seat in a vehement passion, declaring I would 
have nothing to do with such forgeries. Aj^k 
Preston rose at the same time, and before I 
iiad given vent to the half of my indignation^ 
he left the house, went straight to the schoo» 
ner, and was off and away on his cruise bflr 
fore daylight 

I hope the courteous reader discerns in tho 
part I had in this privateering affair, that I 
was altogether actuated by my regard for an 
old school comrade ; and I hope, too» he has 
a better opinion of me than to think I would 
ever have consented to such deceit and. pro^ 
fanity. The like things, it was said, were 
common in those days among what were 
called the picked-up.along-shore English sai- 
lors, but I never heard of a decent American 
that did not condemn the practice ; and what 
honest man, be he Turk or Pagan, could ap- 
prove of it? 

I need not say, after this preface, that the 
venture came to no profit. Alek Preston, 
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being captain, instead of cruising where he > 
WM likely to meet piiaes, went down to the [ 
southward, and ran races with 'lis schooner i 
against other craft, by which, in less than two 
months, he perished the pack, and left the i 
vessel at Charlesiown by moonlighu I never , 
beard of him more, but I had long reason to , 
rue the trust I had placed in him. 



CHAPTER VII. 

** I showed him all the secrets of the i»le.'* I 

I 

Thb venture with AWk Preston was the \ 
first in which I toe lightly considered the 
hallowed maxims of my father, and by it I * 
received the first admonishment that the | 
isanes of fortune are ruled by another kind of ! 
wisdom than the cunning of man. I had, in J 
a theoretical manner, a just conceptioir of this 
truth, but was a theory unsanctioned by ex- | 
perience-^a plausible supposition which made ^ 
no part of the sentiment nor .of the reasoning 
whieh influenced my conduct. In short, 
though the thoughtlessness of that poor young ! 
man caused a great loss to me, I yet saw not 
in what had been done tlie extent of my oivn 
folly, but pacified my conscience, -then too 
easily appeased, with the strong argument of \ 
pity for a gallant young man, and the obli- ' 
gations which early friendship fastens upon 
young hearts. Thus it came to pass that my j 
inclination for specs was not restrained by , 
^at untoward concern. j 

Indeed, mbout this time, I could not help I 
being brought into other troubles, owing to ; 
the same kind-heartedness. I was becoming, 
by the success of my business, better and 
better known in the city ; and many emi- 
grants, after they had been landed a time, 
came claiming acquaintance with me, some 
on a far off remerhbrance of myself when I 
was a boy, others because they bad heard ef 
my father, and a third crew of cfjavers, for 
reasons never properly explained, though no 
doubt well known to themselves. Thus I 
had a host of ingenious young men every doy 
at the door of the store, telling how fortunes 
could be made, though their ragged elbow*s 
and threadbare vestments were but poor 
■econders of such opulent suggestions. 

However, as in the case of Alek Preston, 
I was beguiled sometimes to give more heed- 
ing to these El Doradbs than I ought to have 
done, and in consequence, although I never 
risked in anyone adventure so much that the 
loss of the whole of it would overwhelm me, 
yet I found myself growing poorer 4ind more 
hampered in my own available assets. In 
short, I was going down the hill, while every- 
body thought I was triumphing victoriously. 
But I was not so far left to myself as to 
persevere in that course ; after losing, I shall 
BOt say how many hundred dollars, it *may 
have been thousands, I resolved to make a 

halt and with great earnestness and tears of 



contritition I implored help and fortitude to 
moderate my ambitidn. 

That happened on a Sabbath night, and on 
the Monday morning I went down into the 
store with my purpose well knit. 
* I had scarcely taken my place behind the 
counter, when a young man from Aberdeen 
came iti with a great bravery of Glasgow 
prints and muslins to sell. That they were 
cheap, I could not deny, and beautiful was 
evident, but I was preservedjibove temptation . 

" No, my friend,** said I, " we cannot deaL 
It *e true, that I have now and then* meddled 
with an odd or an end, but as it only served 
to while me from my own steady business, I 
have given up the trade." I then exhorted 
him to stick, to one line, and recounted how 
I had gone to the leeward, from the time of 
the privateering with Alek Preston ; fpr X was 
never slack of giving gooA advice when a 
fitting opportunity came in the way, alwaye 
considering it a duty incumbent to benefit 
the rest of the world with tl^e fruits of my ex- 
perience. 

This conversation begat an acquaintance 
between me and Mr. Finhorn, so the gen- 
tleman vma called ; and sometime after he 
would look in to take my advice, for he was 
cautious and methodical, picking his steps, 
one by one, very unlike the ordinary splash 
and dash ways of young men in a hurry to be 
rich. In short, 1 was gieatly pleased with 
the respect he had for my opinion, and, by 
little and little, I let him into the secret his- 
tory of my own rise and progress, with many 
events of which he was greatly diverted, 
laughing very heartily at them. 

The history of the business led me at times 
to speak of t^e business itself, and to recount 
what articles I had found the most profitable ; 
and we both marvelled how, with so little 
previous knowledge, I was guided to gain so 
much insight of the natuire of seeds, the soil 
which the several kinds best suited, as well 
as the seasons for their cultivation. 

Sometimes I thought he was a-littlc overly 
particular in his questions ; but as he was in 
the dry-good line, I saw in that nothing to 
take amiss, especially as he entirely coincided 
in opinion with me, that a man who expects 
to thrive in business, must not go a wander- 
ing after strange gods. Judge, however, of 
my consternation, when, in the course of the 
following spring, I heard he had imported a 
great cargo of all the best seeds that I used 
to import to the most advantage, and had 
opened a store for the sale of them in Water- 
street. Surely no man could be guilty of 
greater treachery. Thus was I, in the ful- 
ness of my kind wishes to serve him, unbut- 
toung my bosom and showing him all the 
prontable secrets I had learned in the busi- 
ness, while he, with cunning ears and sinister 
intents, was devising how he might circum 
vent me. Verily, there are few pangs like 
the discovery of perfidy in a friend. 
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In the alKur of Alek Preatoo, though, be. 
tides conaideiable positive loss, I had to en« 
dure some self-upbraidings for having trusted 
one who had been from Ma youth upward re. 
markable for heedlessness, I was yet thankful 
he had not turned a pirate with the schooner 
we had hired, and, morever, I Hid put no 
nlore faith in him than was necessary for his 
own part o( the business as master of the 
vessel. But with that smooth and deep pool 
of deceitfulness, Mr. Pinhorn, I had acted as 
if he had been worthy of sincerity, and was 
diffident of himself from natural modesty. 

My conduct with respect to both of these 
young men, I have often since thought was 
an omen of a change in my own condiiion. 
It was in both cases, though springing from 
the best motives, manifestly imprudent. Had 
it been criticised by the dilcernment of others, 
I fear it would have been seen that a like 
rashness and uncalled-for confidence in stran. 
gers was visible at that time more or less in 
all my Undertakings, proving that the outward 
fortune and the inner man partake of the 
same ihfluences, waxing and waning together. 
Not that, I recollect any other equal examples 
of my indiscretion, but I have a general per- 
suasion it was the case. Mr. Finhorn, how. 
ever, had not long cause to exult in the suc- 
cess of his cunning. The store he had hired 
in Water-street was two steps below the sur. 
face, and most unfit for seeds. In a short 
time, all he had must have perished, had not 
an accident signalized the punishment of his 
perfidy more openly. 

One night, while yet the people were talk, 
ing all over the city how he had got the 
weather-guage Of me, a dreaulful thunder- 
storm came on, attended with deluges of raia, 
such as none remembered the like — Water- 
street was truly a running river, and a branch 
of the torrent poured into Mr. Finhorn's store, 
among his barrels and paper parcels, to such 
a degree, that when he was aroused in the 
morning to examine the damage, he saw him- 
self a ruined man ; and for his comfort and 
consolation, a lad that was a helper in my 
store, being amon/g; the on-Iookers, told him 
he had only met with his reward. What be. 
came of him afterwards was not known, for 
the following night he cleared out, and was 
never more heard of in New- York. 



CHAPTER VIII, 
" Can*t to-day, not cebvenient -, call again.' 

It is an ancient and irue saying, that wealth 
makes wit waver. From the time of the fire, 
as the sagacious reader must have discerned 
in what has been related, I grew overly well 
pleased with myself. It was, therefore, iteed. 
fill I should receive a chastisement, but I 

Sever thought I had deserved it till it was in- 
icted. 
Falling into the folly of thinking every" 
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thing was ordained to go prosperously with 
me, I thought, when I had withdrawn mysel? 
from accidental speculating, that everything 
in my own business must thrive. To sell 
seeds, and to raise seeds to be sold, I thought 
two parts of one thing; and accordingly, 
about the time the non-intercourse acts took 
place, I began to consider of this seiiously, 
and that I might make myself independent of 
importations from England. The design, 
however, was not carried into eflfect without 
all seeming due consideration- No one could 
be more circumspect than I fancied myself tp 
be. I was long before I could find a lot of 
land cenvenient to my purpose ; and when I 
did at last warily make a purchase, I read 
and considered the title-deeds as if I had the 
eyes of three lawyers, and certainly, as it was 
said, no deeds could be made better. This 
land was to be cultivated under my own di. 
rectiens — the directions of one who did not 
know clay from gravel : of course, it soon 
came to a bearing ; I do not mean the ground, 
for that never bore anything to the purpose, 
but the speculation. The soil, naturally poor, 
was exhausted ; it produced not enough to 
pay the labor, while it greedily swallowed, as 
with a hungry appetite, all the profits and 
savings of my bjisiness ; yea, even the capi- 
tal likewise — ^stock, lock, and barrel, all went. 

I yet often marvel how I was so hoodwink, 
ed about that farm which I bought in Jersey ; 
everything concerning it was delusion. My 
wife, having learned the craft and n^ystery of 
the farm-yard at her uncle's in Vermont, waa^ 
if possible, more lifted out of the body about 
it than even I was, and gave such flattering 
accounts of what she would do with cows, 
pigs, and poultry, that I was almost persuaded 
the seed business would become a secondary 
affair. My eyes, however, were soon opened ; 
it was surprising how quickly I laid out money 
— none came back ; we saw the spec was to 
be ruinous ; that a blight had fallen upon us ; 
that our hopes had all failed. I was out of 
my element ; the elder children having been 
brought up in a town, had no right notion of 
rural matters : we lived in the midst of scold, 
ing and confusion ; never did an unfortunate 
man find himself, when too late, farther fiatray. 
At last, all my money being drained off, I 
began to think of giving up the ghost in the 
way of trade ; but it was necessary to make 
some previous preparation : accordingly, sap. 
less and leafless, heartless and pennyless, I 
went one day over to New- York, to borrow 
two or three hundred dollars to meet a need, 
and to arrange for the parting with my farm- 
ing stock and the farm. 

First I went to one acquaintance, and then 
to another ; but the war and the stagnation of 
trade had sealed up every heart, and all were 
either poor or fearful. Some had nothing to 
spare ; others gave a plain refusal, and a 
third party recounted their manifold losses. 
My heart was breaking ; whep, suddenly re. 
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colleeting tliat Mr. Rotkina w&a again in the 
city on privateering job— I wonder what the 
deuce Scotch fanners would think of cargoes 
of cod-fish and privateers ! — however that 
may be, the recollection of Mr. Hoskins being 
then in the city brought hope with it, and I 
resolved to call on him right away. 

There had been, as I have already related, 
divers causes and controversies, which had 
lad to a non-interconrse between us, but we 
had not actually quarrelled ; and therefore, 
as I knew that, with a cold look, he had a 
warm heart, I made sure of being accommo. 
dated ; so I proceeded to the house were he 
usually lodged. 

I found the old gentleman in his bedchara. 
ber ; and he received me in his odd, cool and 
collected manner, as if no difference had ever 
been between us. He inquired, first for my 
wife, and then far my children, one by one, 
adding, " But, I reckon, Mr. Lawrie Todd 
ha'ht o* late been progressing so top.gallant. 
nail proud.'* 

I acknowledged it was true ; and then told 
him how my circumstances were altered, and 
that I had come to consult him as to what 
shonld be done in such extremity. 

*• W'ell, I guess," said he, " the gentleman 
can't be particular: you must cut and run." 

•* Cut and run, Mr. Hoskins !'* 

" Yes ; clear out !" 

" How could you think I would do that ? I 
have been always an honesf man V 

" Well, that's noteable : but is Mr. Lawrie 
Todd a-going to pay a hundred cents to the 
doHar V* 

What could I answer to this ? I shook my 
head, and heaved a sorrowful sigh. 

** I was a 'epecting this," said he, ** and 
ha' been a making my calculations *bout it ; 
for, I guess, the Squire has been erroneous 
considerable : when I sees a man erroneous 
in his calculations, by G — d ! it makes me 
sick." 

Frbm this, it was plain that me and my af- 
fairs were causeway talk, and that it would 
add to the repute of my prudence, if I went 
on struggling with such a powerful enemy as 
a farm of a barren and ungrateful soil. Be- 
fore I had time, however, to make any an- 
swer, Mr. Hoskins resumed : 

«* I guess, and if so be you can't clear out 
bekase of honesty, you should sell of your no- 
tions and the farm ; and when you have paid 
all, or compounded, go into the bush a chop- 
ping," 

" Then," said I, with a heart greatly daunt- 
ed, " you will not lend ni'e two or three hun- 
dred dollars till I get things settled ?" 

" Not a stiver I that's plump; for Mr. Law. 
rie Todd would squash it all on that 'ere tar- 
nation farm what's in Jersey State. That 
'ere farm, I have heard for gospel, Squire, 
han't never no capacity no more to raise gar 
den.seeds, than the sole of the devil's foot to 
grow water-cresses." 



" I'm a mined man !" was all I could ejac« 
uJate. 

** Well, I gueas you be ; and the sooner the 
gentleman goes on t'other tack the tioonet 
he'll come to land, or I'm a Pagan, called 
Me-hal.BiJieeUhash.bash, and not 2erobabel 
L. Hoskins, what was christened ao on mo. 
tber'^ lap, when father kept tavern at Le ba- 
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non. 

" Then there is no hope of any help from 
you V* was the only answer I could make to 
this, as it seemed, unfeeling speech and ill- 
timed jocosity. 

" Squire," said he, " I ben't a thing to bray 
in a mortar, so thinks I myself; but I would 
be damnedner than seven fools and a pluloso- 
plier, seeing as how the team's smashed in a 
mud-hole, if I lent a hand to right it, when 
I knows it ain't worth nothing at al| of no. 
body's money. Let the gentleman go right 
away, and tumble his gear into cash; pay ofi^ 
and then we can make our calculations for a 
second spec. But I reckons. Squire, it be 
raising garden-seeds on a tarnation farm, in 
Jersey State, to talk 'bout help, when the bu- 
siness, by G — d ! is necessitous — look ye, and 
help could do ho more good than any thing 
that can't." 

Seeing I could make no better of it, I lifted 
my hat and bade him good day, wisliing hinri 
better luck in his undertakings than I had met 
with in mine. 

" Well, that should be, Squire," said he, as 
he shook hands with me ; " for I ain't so glo- 
rious of myself, as not to take no man's 'pin- 
ion but my own. 'Somever, as the Squire's 
capsized,'! pities the gentleman, and mayhap 
have a friend's heart were the tide turned." 

When I left the house, I could not but think 
Mr. Hoskins was a man of a forbidding man- 
ner ; but the more I came to reflect soberly 
on what he had said, I discerned both pru- 
dence and good advice in his counsel. I 
thought, however, it would have been but 
civil, considering my humiliation, had he re: 
strained the taunt at my self-sufSciency, the 
punishnient of which was then as manifest, 
as the contrition I felt for it was deep and 
sincere.' _ 

CHAPTER IX. 

" Man was made to mourn.*' 

I RETURNED homcward very .sad and griev- 
ously cast down, yet it was not a reasonable 
grief with which I waa afiected* 

My situation had been long daily becom. 
ing worse, and there was not a chance with, 
in the scope of any probability that by perse, 
verance the difficulties might be overcome. 
The. advice of Mr. Hoskins pointed out the 
only way by which I could hope to escape 
from my unutterable anxietle^ and I was de. 
termined to follow that advice " right away." 
Still, I could not shake off the sense of ca- 
lamity, which, as it were, gnawed my heart 
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What I felt 10 6Tdr in my rdmembnmce ter- 
rible. It was a palsy of the mind ; the black 
jaundice of despondency ; I could exert no 
firmness, and dreadful sugj^estions transfixed 
me, as it were, with the pangs and cruelties 
of disease. But I might beggar the diction, 
ary, and yet be poor in words to describe 
what I suffered; still, I was not actually 
touched with despair, for I had so often in 
trouble seen the shining hand of Providence 
suddenly stretched out of the cloud to help me, 
that I hoped it would yet be so again. Nev- 
ertheless, I was in spirit as one driven to the 
door of hell, and struggling with Fate on the 
threshold ; nor was the measure of my afflic. 
tion complete. 

It was' late in the evening before I reached 
the village in the neighborhood of which my 
little farm was situated . A faint streak of the 
twilight still served to show the outline of the 
houses between me and the western sky, and 
here and there a light twinkled in a window. 
The voice of the river came to me as if many 
spirits were murmuring about man : it was a 
solemn time* 

As I drew near to ray own home, I saw 
the window-shutters were closed, but I dis. 
cemed with surprise and a throbbing bosom, 
that more than the wonted candles were burn- 
ing within. With a trembling hand I opened 
the door, at which I was mot by Phemy, our 
old servant. She came toward me softly on 
her tiptoes, and*raising her spread hands close 
to her cheeks, said, " Hush, hush \" 

The gloomy, worldly fancies which had 
hovered like ravens about me all the way from 
the landing at the ferry, instantly dispersed. 

" In the name of Heaven, Pheray, what's 
the matter?" 

She said nothing, but Reckoned me to fol. 
low heri and she condoeted me "straight into 
the parlor, which "was in the back part of the 
house, looking into the garden. There sat 
my wife in the midst of our children : seeing 
me enter, she. looked up ; instead, however, 
of speaking, she only moved her hand in a 
way that at once bespoke silence, and told of 
the presence of soitow ; a second glance at 
the group informed me that one of the child- 
ren was not there. 

" What is this ? and where is Sarahl'* said 
I, scarcely able toarticnlate^ 

My wife, without speaking, rose, and lift- 
ing one of the candles, for two — a most unu. 
sual thing — ^were on the table, walked before 
me to a small bedchamber, which opened from 
the parlor* *' There !'* said she, pushing open 
the door> bursting at the same time into ve- 
hement weeping. 

I lifted the curtain aside, and there, indeed, 
lay our sweet and beautiful child a disfigured 
oorpse. I staggered back into a chair, and 
covering my face with my hands, prayed in- 
wardly that I might be forgiven for having 
thought «o bitterly of the loss of wordly sab- 
«litioe. 



The lovely child had gfone out tvith two of 
her brothers in the cart, and in coming bacjk 
had startled the horses, by which she was 
thrown out, and a wheel went over hec 

It was not possible that any impartial pa- 
rent eonldmore deariylove a child than I did 
that sweet bud ; but verily we are wonder, 
fully made, fashioned in darkness and living 
in mystery. The sight of her corpse lighten- 
ed my h^art. I felt — and surely it was not 
sinful so to feel — -Ias if, in the accident, there 
was an admonishment to roe, to consider the 
blessings still spared to me in the young olive- 
plante by which my table was surrounded. 

I rose from Ihe chair into which I had sunk 
down, and leading my wife back into the 
parlor, took a seat beside her : strange, that 
in such a time I should experience, instead 
of an angmentacion of grief and care, a holy 
tranquillity diffused witlfin my bosom, and a 
resignation to the will of Heaven, that could 
have come from no resolution of mine. 

In the morning it was needful to think of 
' the funeral, and I gave all the necessary d!- 
rections without once reflecting that I had n6t 
the means of defnying the expenses. This 
extraoi^inary foi^getfulness was, no doubt, 
granted for a consolation; but when it is cofl- 
sidered how my very dreams were in that sea. 
BOB dunned with sordid apprehensiens, it was 
surely an amazing dispensation— -one of those 
rare instances of the marvellous manner in 
which Providence is often graciously pleased 
to mitigate adversity, to temper the wind to 
the shorn lamb. 

In the evening, after the burial, when I had 
composed my family with worship, and the 
children were laid to sleep, I walked forth 
alone, for the cares of the world were aeain 
coming back upon me, and adversity wa&rsad- 
dentng the ear of reason with the 'bodettt^ili 
of her heavy tale. My experience that riigfht, 
though of a calmer kind than the a!iXiet^'<i)if 
the other, was still gloomy and oppraei^. 
A moral sultriness affected my spirit 'aud 
weighed upon my thoughts, and I began to 
distrust .the continuance of that goodness 
which had so often done for me so muoh, 
when expectation had sickened, and feason 
was deserted by hope. 

In this melancholy mood I took the path 
leading to the creek, and on approat^ng the 
ford, I perceived a man on horseback com. 
ing across toward me. I was about to tarti 
and go home, when he called on me by name, 
and alighting on reaching the bank, he eame 
leading his horse by the bridle. Inquiring 
kindly for all my family, he shook my hand 
in a friendly manner. 

'* I have heard," said he, ** what has be- 
fallen you, as well as how it has of late gone 
with your business ; and thinking a little cash 
might be of service, I have come to pay you 
a debt which has been toe long due." 

This proved to be-^or at first I did not 
reeeiiect ^iai-»«yewig man whonii when 
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I WM moTing my family over to Jersey state, 
we happened to fall in with on the road, go- 
ing home to his friends ill of the ague. We 
took him to eur house, and nursed him with 
cordials and comfort, until he was able to re- 
sume his journey. In going away, he bought 
from me on credit eleven dollars' worth of dif- 
ferent kinds of seeds, but we never heard nor 
saw aught of him again till that night. For 
this, however, as he showed to me, he was 
but little to blame, having, on reaching home, 
been taken ill, and for several weeks render- 
ed incapable of attending to any business ; at 
last he was persuaded to try a sea voyage, 
and accordingly went a trip in a privateer, by 
which he recovered his health, and got a 
power of prize-money. 

I need not say that the payment of this 
honest lad's debt was as water from the rock. 
It enabled me to set at once about the sale of 
the farm and stock in trade, from the pro. 
ceeds of which I paid cent by ceAt all my 
creditors ; with which they were so content, 
though I could not satisfy my own desires, 
that they voluntarily gave me a receipt in full 
of all demands. I then went back to New- 
York, to begin the world pennyless, really 
worse by a sixpence than when I landed 
nineteen years before, a young man* having 
only himself to provide for : I had now a wife 
and five children in my knapsack. 



CHAPTER X. 

" Close not the e^ve ; the Up hath not yet 1o9t 
The radient ripenets of its living beauty ; 
And see, is itnot so ?— upon the glass * 
The breathing spirit hath a token given 
That it still lingers/' 

When the mind has been shaken up from 
the bottom as mine was, a long time nmst 
elapse after the cause of the agitation has sub- 
eided, before a calm comes again ; I felt it so. 
The tempest within me was past, and the 
winter over and gone when I returned with 
my family to New- York ; but the dark bil 
lows of unsettled thought still rolled heavily, 
and reason, like the helm of the mariner 
in the swell which follows the storm, proved 
ineffectual to guide me in the course I was 
desirous to steer. 

My intention, as I have imitated, was to 
xesume my seed-store in the old place ( hut 
the house had been hired for auction-rooms, 
and was not to be had. After looking about 
for a whole day, ] returned, wearied and de- 
jected, to my family in the evening, without 
having seen any one place that would suit ; 
a day at this time was precious to. my light 
and lank purse, and it was with unspeakable 
sadness of heart I was obliged to tell my 
patient wife how fruitless my search had 
been. 

She was at no time one oi those women 
who are obtrusive of their counsels, nor ever 
ft Job'/i comforter^ t^ poigt out how matters 



might have been better, had her husband 
turned to the left hand instead of the right ; 
but a quiet, earnest practitioner of household 
thrift, doiug her in-door part to the best of her 
ability. On this occasion, however, she 
came out of her usual habitude, and seeing 
me so greatly downcost, remonstrated with 
me. 

While she was speaking, her uncle, my 
old friend Zerobabel L. Hoskins, came most 
unexpectedly to see us. I have told the 
courteous reader how coldly and bluntly he 
had rebuffed my applicdlion for the small 
loan ; I need hardly say he was, in conse- 
quence, one whom I was not likely soon to 
have solicited again. 

" Well," said he, looking around him, as 
he sat down unbidden, "I guess this 'ere 
house is considerable small [or you : but the 
Squire he knows, when folks be in the bush, 
they shouldn't spec t the springs to run cherry 
bounce. 'Soraesever, Judy, my niece that 
was afore you was harnished with the Squire, 
I han't a come to talk nothing at all — ^bekase, 
says I, their store a'n*t a going yet — so 1 
made my .calculations, and says I to myself, 
says I, there is in my box there — ^it was in 
the corner, snug behind the door-^there 
lays, says I, itve hundred dollars in that *ere 
box, not worth a cent as they lays there, or 
I'm a male cow ; and they ha'e been a-laying 
there dead as mummies ever since that night 
the Squire couldn't start the two hundred. 
Well, you see, I looks at that 'ere box, what's 
in the corner behind the door, and up I gets, 
and goes right away and takes out 'em dol- 
lars ; and ao here they be, and the Squire 
may buy fiddlesticks* i{ he can't trade *em 
for no better." 

. We were astonished ; we had not words 
to express what we felt at such uolooked-for 
liberality, such a God-send^-bni the worthy 
old man did not stop long to hear our thandt. 
fulness, for as soon as he had placed the bag 
in my wife's lap, he rose and wft|ked out of 
the room as negligently as he entered ; per- 
haps there might be a little more haste in his 
exit. 

But I hftve now to rehearse a very strange 
thing, a sad demonstration of the capriee and 
way wardness of the human heart. This rich 
gift, instead of giving me at the time confi- 
dence in Providence, whose continued 'bounty 
I had so largely shared, overwhelmed me 
with disconsolate ruminations. 

As my wife was putting up. the children in 
their cribs for the night, I moved my chair to 
the table at the window, and sat with my 
.cheek upon my hand, looking out to the 
stars, and recalling to mind all that had hap- 
pened to me since I left my father's house. 

" Why is it," said I to myself, " that ray 
soul is thus cast down, and the tokens of 
providential care yield me no delight? Hath 
the toil of a vexed spirit worn me out, that I 
droop like a plant which hath lost it^ 8te»d- 
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fastness in the ^lind,^and sinks beneath 
^e gfnicibus Min which should reetere its 
vigor?" 

While I Was thtis silently indulgjag in 
'sad thoughts — the tears of the spirit— -my 
Wife again came to me, and laying her hand 
gently ort my shoalderi tenderly inquired 
'how/ after so great a testiutony as we had 
that night receivedi I should still distrust our 
future fortunes. 

** I distrust them not," was my solemn re- 
ply ; *' but I ean discern nothing in myself 
that ^ves me encouragement to be joyful. 
This, Which makes me rich again, is fraught 
t^lh reproach f* and so on from less to more 
did I express my inward sense of humiliation, 
that my poor wife began to weep, saying, in 
seeing me so down.hearted, I bad convinced 
her we were indeed unfortunate. To console 
h^, I made several endeavors to shake off 
the despondency which had fallen upon me, 
but they were all ineiectual ; I prayed with 
anguish of heart that the load might be re. 
moved, and my spirit lightened ; but it was 
of no avail; my bed that night was as the 
gridiron on which the Papists say St. Law. 
rence suffered martyrdom, and scorpions 
crawled upon my pillow. 

My wife sat besiide me the whole night, 
.but neither with her gentle nursing, nor by 
solicitation, coiild sleep be won to approach 
me. Towardthebreakof day my head began 
to throb with intolerable pain ; and long be- 
fore my poor children were stirring, a fever 
raged in ray boiling veins : a doctor was sent 
for soon after breakfast, but could do no 
good ; all the wonted secrets o( his art were 
tried in vain for three days ; and, ill as I was, 
I could discern that, though he afterward 
continued his prescriptions, he had himself 
no faith in their efficacy. I began to con- 
sider myself as a dying man. In the crisis 
of the nfth day I fell into the trance of a 
catalepsy, and it was verily thought I was 
dead. 

But although (he body was immoveable, 
and all the powers of corporeal life stood 
still, my mind was vividly awak». I heard 
everything that passed in the chamber — the 
deep, low, composed sorrow of my wife, and 
the wilder grief ef our helpless children— I 
saw the matron who was sent for to assist in 
laying out the body begin the preparations 
for her tfusk, and I had a horror that my con- 
dition was death, and that I was to remain 
to the end of time as conscious as I was 
then. Interment seemed inevitable. Little 
did I think that I should survive to indite 
this l^ook; but the means by which great 
things are brought td^ pass beggar the con. 
jectures of man. 

My brother, after my apparent decease — 
ha waa not present when the trance came 
upon me-p*W88 sent for to assist the old wo. 
man in adorning me for the worms. In that 
business it was necessary \q niove me from 



the position in which, as it was supposed, I 
<had departed ; so he palled me up by tin 
shoulders; although I ^s but a small sab- 
ject, yet, when Mrs. Morts was moving my 
feet, something happened which caused my 
brother to \6he his balance, and swung me 
out of the bed) by which -my right tenifite 
was severely cut on the comer of a chair, 
while my feet dashed the poor woman's head 
against the wall. 

The shoek broke the spell that was upon 
me ; and my brother and all present, when 
they stooped to lift me up, were seized with 
consternation in beholding the blood begin to 
drop from the wound, and flow at last in a 
copious stream ; the stiffness of my limbs re- 
laxed, and my bosom heaved with the inspi- 
ratiois of returning life. 

In the course of less thlm half an hour I 
was entirely restored to all my faculties, the 
fever had left me, and I was in everything, 
but for the weakness, as cool, sensible, and 
collected, as I had ever been in my life. 

• CHAPTER XI. 

" Oh for a lod^ in some vast wilderoesi, 
Some boundwst contiguity of sba«lp." 

My recovery was very slow — the dregs of 
the fever remained long about me, and it Was 
'at one time thought I was tainted with the 
subtle malice of consumption, and could 
never hope to be myself again — such were 
the fears of my friends and the opinion of the ^ 
doctor. But from the time I was disen chanted 
from the catalepsy, a more hopefut sentiment 
kindled within myself. Thegloonri that pre- 
ceded the fever was dissipated, I was again 
I on the bright south side of things, and en- 
j joyed the sunshine of blue and breezy skies. 
The only molestatiou that gave me any 
uneasiness, was my inability to return to 
business: my limbs were as feeble as a baby's, 
and my head was liable at times to be light 
and vapory, unfit for any sort of application. 
I was also new and then vexed, when I re- 
flected that it had not yet been in my power 
to put the liberality of Mr. Hoskins to thrift, 
and that it was diminishing and dwindling, 
though hoarded ^with the utmost care : but 
disease is a strong master, and malady will 
have its will, so what could I do but submit? 
After I had been some two or three weeks 
afoot, antl gradually, though tardily, 'getting 
better, I was advised to try the efiects of a 
sail to Albany in one of the steamboats. The 
suggestion was certainly in itself reasonable, 
but to spend the money in such gallanting 
was a thing I had never thought. However, 
as at this period I sometimes took a glass of 
wine fbr medicine, which I never tasted at 
any other time ; in like manner I considered 
the voyage as a nostrum of pharmacy, and 
change of air a dose that might do me good. 
Accordingly, it was determined, that on 
the first ^ne day I should embark for Alba^^ 
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■nd.eonM bftdi by the MmA stMmer on her 
vtcora, hj which I should not be obliged to 
change mj bed more Uun onee, for strange 
beds are to be eschewed by ill health. My 
wife on this occasion was anxlbus to go like- 
wiae, in oider that she might see me proper. 
If heeded ; but our means did not aUow of 
pleesoringt and I thought that for so short a 
time I was able to take care of myself. 

Having erabarkedi and the Teasel under 
way, I began to inhale ^ blithe fresh air of 
the Hudson, and to feel, as it were, the 
breath of life blowing up the embers of health 
in my waated frame. Everything was new 
around me ; the precipices that overlook the 
tiver, the Catakill Mountains ; all I saw was 
new ; and the steamer herself, wfLddliaif <^^ 
paddling up against the stream, was most 
vastly entertaining. I forgot care, sorrow, 
and disease, and went about from one place 
in the vessel to another, seeing all her ins 
and onta, and acknowledging that surely Mr. 
Fulton was a more ingenious boat-builder 
than Noah. 

Being, however, as yet not abl^to undergo 
a great deal of fatigue, I was obliged often, 
in the course of my inspection, to take a rest ; 
and it happened on one of those occasions 
that I eat down beside a decent-looking eU 
derly woman, having the charge of two 
children, evidently too young to be her own. 

As it has ever been with me both an in- 
stinct and a habit to glean knowledge where 
it may be gathered, I entered into conversa. 
tion with* Mrs. Micklethrift, whom I soon 
found was a countrywoman of my own, and 
one well deserving of having her acquaintr 
ance cultivated. The children were her 
son*8, who, with his wife and two older boys, 
were already in the Genesee country as set. 
tiers, where they had raised a house, and 
made, by all accounts, as she said, a brave 
clearing in the woods, having seven acres 
chopped, and three of them under crop. Her 
son and his wife, with the two boys, had 
come out from Rugden the year before, and 
seeing Jthey were all likely to do well, had 
sent for her and the two little ones. 

Although I had been now msny years In 
America, yet, as my perambulations were 
never above ei^ht or nine miles from New- 
York, I was really at this time entirely igno. 
rant of everything a settler has to do and 
endure. I am not sure if I had then seen a 
tree older than myself felled ( In short, I knew 
as little of bush, work as any other storekeeper 
or mechanic, or even a director of a land 
company. Nor was Mrs. Micklethrift, from 
her own experience, very well qualified to 
instruct me ; but she had heard something ; 
for her son was particular in his letters to let 
her know what she had to expect, and in 
conyersation she was in consequence not 
only full of mattor new to me, but wonder- 
ftilly edifying. 

After we had discussed all about her son, 



and what difficoltiea he hi4 lUet and over* 
come, and of the great fault that inexperienced 
em^rants commit in bringing chests of draw- 
ers^ etght.day clocks, and bread aii'mo'iies 
with them from the old country, to say no- 
thing of Carron grates — we then discoursed 
of trade, which at that time she said was in 
a popr way about Glasgow, and was the 
cause of their coming to America.. 

" What will be the upshot," said I, " of 
all this breaking of banks and revalling of 
manufacturers, 2iat every other year bring 
both the old and new world almost to an 
end ?" For at that time trade was suffering 
greatly in New- York. 

<* *Deed !'* replied Mrs. Micklethrift, /< there 
never will be any other sort of upshot than 
what we have seen in by -gone times. Trade's 
just like the farming,, sometimes a good and 
sometimes a bad harvest ; and so it will be 
to the conclusion. There's no steadiness. in 
trade more than in the seasons. It was this 
persuasion that made my son loup off the 
treadles and go into the woods, where, if {le 
now and ^en meet with a bad crop, he's still 
as certain of making a living ; and as men 
increase and multiply, the value of his land 
will rise in the natural way, and without the 
artifice of speculation." 

I thought this sagacious mother wit, and 
began to reflect, that prosperous as I had 
been in the seed-line, maybe, had I gone into 
the bush and become 'a settler, it might have 
been better for me : for I was convinced it 
was true what Lucky Micklethrift aaid, bet- 
ter tim^s may come round again, but it will 
only be as a better harvest ; some other year, 
another short-coming wiU be followed with 
its disappointment. 

Thus the accident of meeting with that 
sagacious carlin, I must, from this conversa- 
tion, ever regard as one df the most impor- 
tant thithad hitherto befallen me. It opened 
my eyes to a new light, by which I saw that 
trade, in the generality, is likely ever to be 
fluctuating. According to the statesmen and 
orators, it may be only a little higher or a lit- 
tle lower one year with another; but among 
the individuals who toil and moil in stores 
and factories, there will always be some driven 
to the door; whereas, the settler in the woods, 
when he has cleared enough to maintain his 
family, and does not let his wants outgrow his 
means, rises, of necessity, with the^rogress 
of the community, in comparative safety and 
steadiness. 

When I had pondered these things well, 
which i did during my stay in Albany, and 
all the passage down the river I began to be 
of opinion it was a good thing for me that I 
had not, according to my wishes, found a con- 
venient store to resume the seed buEinessy 
more especially when I reflected on my in- 
creasing family ; for somehow it happened, 
that in the course of a month or two, we were 
to look for pn increase ; in short,'! resolved 
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to give up all idiea of entering: agalp into trade 
in New York, and came to the resolution, be. 
fore I got home, to retire with my wife and 
children to the back-wooda, with the i^main- 
der of the five hundred dollars, convinced by 
what I had gathered from Mrs. Micklethrift, - 
that it would be an abundant sufficiency for 
the purpose. This scheme, however, required 
some dexterity in the handling; we owed the 
money to the friendship of Mr. Hoskins, and 
it was hard to say if he would approve it. To 
go against his opinion would look like ingra- 
,titade, and to reckon on his consent was more 
Uian coulAbe expected, seeing how much he 
himself preferred trading and speculations to 
the regular business of ^is farm. But in this 



I was as greatly mistaken in hia character us 
on the former occasion ; for when I took ap 
opportunity soon after in a far-off way to sound 
him on the subject, much to my surprise he 
launched out in praise of the certainty tint 
awaited the hopes of a settler in the bush. 

" I calculate," said he, ** the making of the 
bush into corn-fields is the right American 
manufacture ; and if a man can never grow 
no richer at that, he 'a sure to be roasted like 
a quail on the Devil's prongs at everything 
else. *Somese ver, that *ere chopping, I reckon , 
is tarnation hard work ; and if the location 
bean't a 'dicions one, the swamp fever will 
hop off with the Squire like nothing xn a fort, 
night." 



PART III. 



CHAPTER I. 

'* Spread the sail, spread the sail, 
We are bound o*er the tea ; 
Oar lot lies in a fixeiffo land, 
But merry we shall he.** 

Mt trip to Albany did me much good. I 
ratumed reinvigorated both in' body and mind. 
The doubt which had still -hung about me, as 
to the prudence of resuming my old business, 
was dissipated : I had discovered a new field, 
and was eager to enter on the cultivation. 

No time was lost in making the necessary 
arrangements for the removal of my family to 
the western part of the Sjtato-^the Genesee 
country — which, at that period, as I have al- 
naady hinted, was fast filling with settlers, 
emigrants from Europe, and swarms from 
Pennsylvania and New England. 
' Peace having been restored a short 6me 
before, die number of passengers from Lon. 
don and Liverpool, all bound for the new set- 
tlements, was extraordinary. They came by 
the earliest ships in the spring, and brought 
great accounts of the multitudes who were to 
follow in the autumn. ''The prospects, in con., 
sequence, of the land-jobbers, as well as of 
the settlers, were cheering; insomuch that 
Mr. Hoskins, who took a deep interest in my 
proceedings, talked vastly of the prosperity I 
should see come to pass. He even hinted 
that I need be none aurprised if he sold off 
his land and betterments in Vermont, gave up 
all speculations, and operated with his capi- 
tal within the tract where I proposed to settle. 
Oar exodus from New York thus commenced 
under the happiest auspices. 

I had reflected on what Mrs. Micklethrift 
had said about the inconvenience of lugging 
and hauling furniture 90 far to the back of 
beyond ; and accordingly, after due conaulta. 
t&on with my wife, it was agreed between us 
diat, saving the ark, whereof mention has so 
often been made, and some three or four boxes 



with necessaries, we should set out as light- 
handed as possible; and our purse, as the 
courteous reader is well aware, not being one 
of the weightiest, we made our calculations 
that in would be cheaper to take passage in 
one of the Albany schooners than by the 
steamboat. This I accordingly did ; and made 
an agreement with the skipper of the Van 
Egmond, of Troy, a Dutchman, for less than 
a third of the money. 

My family consisted at this time, besides 
the old cock and hen, of five chick^s. Ro. 
bin was fifteen, and Charley twelve ; the other 
three were girls, of something more than eigh. 
teen months between the two eldest; but 
though so young, none of them were without 
hands. Susy, the eldest, could do-all kinds oi 
household work, and spin, as well as bake 
bread. Mary was a perfect nonpareil at knit, 
ting stockings, and had sewed a sampler with 
the Lord's Prayer in the middle, surrounded 
by the initials of all our names, in different 
stitches, that was, by competent judges, much 
thought of; at least they said so. Becky, the 
youngest — so called after my beloved Rebec- 
ca — was the new bairn. 

Having placed the ark and boxes on a cart, 
we went down in a body, following it to the 
wharf, at six o'clock in the morning of the 
19th of April, 1815, when we embarked" on 
board the Van EgmonT!, happy with ourselves, 
and pleased with the hopes which, like the 
buds of the season, were beginning to kithe 
in green before us. 

We were not, however, the only passen- 
gers in the schooner. A family of six, from 
the neighborhood of Paisley, was already on 
board, and had fitted themselves in the best 
berths. 

The g«de man— James Pirns by name, and 
by trade a weaver — was a douce, discreet 
bodie ; something of the reforming order, and, 
tm 1 found out in the coarse of the voyage, 
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not orariy orthodox ia some of his religions 
opioions. His wife had been bred to the 
fsmbouring, and was neither so sensible, nor 
so ordrriy with her children, as she night 
have been. In short, it was evident that al- 
though the poor man was constrained by the 
hard times to come to our new Canaan, the 
want of *'raeconomy,*' as he called it, in his 
helpmate, was probably the chief cause. Their 
four children, being all young, one of them a 
baby, attracted no particulor notice ; farther 
than that they were impudent, and had an in- 
stinctive dislike to soap and water. AUogeth. 
er, James Pirns had a heavy handful in his 
wife and her uncouth and uncombed brats. 

He was, however, a man of some substance. 
Not having bad the good fortune, like me, to 
fall in with a woman of sagacity, like Mrs. 
Mickietbrift, he had brought with him, in the 
vessel from Europe, all his gear and chattels, 
not forgetting his wife's tambouring appara. 
tua : a spinning-wheel would have been more 
to the purpose in America. They bad ham. 
pars with delf teacups and saucers, black 
bottles, rickety chairs, paralytic tables ; every 
tiling, in short, that a plain mechanical fami- 
ly requires, even to a bairn's chair with a hole 
in the bottom, and]its appurtenance in wood. 

While we were on board the schooner, but 
little inconvenience was suffered from that 
caigo of garret lumber ; nor in the voyage 
from the Clyde to New York, had it occaaion- 
ed any degree of molestation to James ; but 
as we were sailing up the Hudson, I heard 
him several times conjplaining to his wife of 
the cost it had put him to in bringing it only 
from the East River across the town, and ex- 
pressing his fears of the expense to which he 
would still be subjected before they reached 
Oswego, towards wliich they were bound. 

When we . reached Albany, which was on 
the morning of the third day after leaving 
New York, Heaped on shore ; and carta be- 
ing ready waiting on the wharf, in less than 
no time and a jiffy I got our chest and boxes 
out of the vessel, and on a cart, and having 
placed my wife and the girls on it beside them, 
we were on our way rejoicing, towards Sche- 
nectady, before James Pirns had half con- 
cluded a bargain for the transportation of his 
trumpery. 

That same night we reached Schenectady, 
where we stopped to sleep. Next morning we 
embarked In ^ boat on the Mohawk, which 
carried us to Little Falls, where \Ve came on 
shore, and hired a wagon to bring us on to 
Utica. My wife, tired with being ^out all 
night on the river, and feeling herself and the 
j^punger children discommoded in the boat, 
which was crank and unsatisfactory — more- 
over, being afraid tq go pp the rapids— per- 
suaded me to take this step. What a change 
has come to pass in those parts si/ice ; and 
.what a blessing it would have been to James 
Pirns had the Erie Canal then been open I lU 
might, in th^t caagr have bro}<ght pa every 



thing he had in 'safety, and without trouble. 
Boi the economical discernment of Mrs. 
Mickietbrift would nor have deserved the re- 
spect with which it inspired me, when I heard 
some ^me following how the poor man, after 
getting his tables lamed, and the legs of his 
chairs dislocated, besides having a smasbery 
among his crockery ware and black bolHes, 
was obliged to sell the wreck and the main 
part of his furniture at Schenectady. 

As we came along, I made it a pofnt, 
wherever we had occasion to stop, to inqtiire 
particularly as to the opinion of the country 
folks concerning the different settlements then 
fonhing ; but I was surprised to find that both 
Mrs. Mickietbrift and James Pirns, though 
but newly come to America, were much bet- 
ter acquainted with every thing about them 
than those tavern-keepers and others to whom 
I applied. This was owing, as I learned af- 
terward, to the friends who had come before 
them, and who had written every particular 
necessary to be known. 

At Utica we halted two days, chiefly that 
I might inform myself as to the state of the 
western country ; for I was averse to go too 
far into the wilderness, lest I should pass the 
reach of .education, and expose my children 
to the hazards of ignorance — a matter of the 
deepest concernment to those who think of 
settling in the bush. 

After weighing well the knowledge I col- 
lected at Utica, it was determined that we 
should proceed to Babelmandel — a newly 
located town, about a hundred miles to the 
westward — and that somewhere in the neigh- 
borhood I should choose my land. 1 was 
also advised not to take my family at once 
upon the land, but to leave my wife and the 
girls in the nearest village, until I had raised 
a house to receive them ; many of the mis- 
fortunes which befall new settlers .being 
caused by risking their health on new ground 
and ague beds, without aufi^cient caution. 
But I shall not descant on these things here ; 
neither shall I describe the reads we trav- 
elled, nor the anguish we' endured from the 
corduroy crossways, made of trunks of trees, 
which we were, obliged in many plages to 
pass over for miles together before we reached 
Olympus, the village within fifteen miles of 
Babelmandel, where it was arranged my wife 
and the girls should make their sojourn. 



CHAPTER TL 

" ^To live in those dark woodi, 

And with the ponderous trunks of ancient trees. 
To stretch on wither'd leaves our weary limba, 
yV^e go." 

Olympus was a new town, only about three 
years old, and, but for being injudiciousljr 
located in a deep swampy hollow, rapid as it 
had been in growth, it would have, even \\k 
so short a time, been e much more consider)^- 
ble place. As it wa?, it consisted 9f up\yRfd# 
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ot twenty hovues, a place of woishlpi a school, 
and two taverns. It was, however, the opin- 
ion of the ixxhabitants, that it would not suc- 
ceed^ for no fresh inquiries were n^ade for 
lots by new settlers ; indeed, the unhealthy 
situation was one of the cauRes which led to 
the formation of the new settlement at Babel, 
mandel, toward which the tide of emigration 
was at this time flowing. 

Besides arranging a sojourn for the mistress 
iand her three girls, until I should have deter- 
mined our location, and raised a house for 
them, it was necessary to stop a day or two at 
Olympus, to settle with the land-agent of the 
Babelmandel settlement, who held his office 
at that tixne there. But in both concerns I 
found no difficulty. In one of the taverns we 
were creditably accommodated on terms that 
could not be complained of; and the agent 
was a most civil gentleman, doing all iu his 
power to make things easy, and giving me a^ 
deal of good and profitaMe advice. 

Among other things, he remarked, that he 
thought, considering my stature and light 
weight, I should find it more to my advantage 
to tfy if the overseer of the roads, which were 
then opening through the setdement, could 
give .me employment as a boss, or foreman, 
to look over a gang of the roadmakeis ; and, 
in that case, to contract with an experienced 
woodsman to do the chopping oa my lanil, in 
whidi work the two boys would be found 
servicable, either in collecting the 1}rush or 
in. burning off the logs. " For,'* said he, '< I 
can see you are one of those sort of settlers, 
whoso heads are worth four of their hands." 

Having selected on the diagram of the 
Babelmandel township a lot of fifty acres, 
near the forks of two considerable creeks, 
within about half a mile of the new village, I 
prepared a4ew necessaries for the boys and 
myself; and. on the tliird day after ou^ arri- 
val at Olympus, we sat out with our packs on 
our backs, to take possession, accompanied by 
one of the inhabitants, who undertook for a 
dollar to show the land. It nuiy be thought, 
in buying the lot before I had seen it, I was 
buying a pig in a pokq^; but it was not exact, 
ly 80^ for I reserved to myself the privilege of 
changing it for another if not saiiaBed. , 

The road from Olympus to Babelmandel, 
after quitting the cleared land, was desperate 
bad. It waa then but the mere blazed line 
of what was to be a road : stumps and cradle 
heapsr nind holes and miry swails, succeeded 
one another, like the big and little beads of 
perdition on a papistical paternoster. But 
the fatigue and toil of traveUiog it was as no 
thing, compared with the disheartening task, 
as it then seemed, of finding the land-marks. 
. Certain I Bm» that only an eyeiong practised 
in the business could, ever find the posts, 
placed as they are in the very heart of the 
bnshea of a wilderness, where no airt can be 
traced, aave by the mose on the northern side 
«f the. tnmliB of the trees. 



Before we had accompDahed half oar 
journey, though it was but fifteen miles, I re- 
solved we should go straight on to the village 
for the night, and take a fresh day to examino 
the land. Had we not done so, I am per- 
suaded the boys and I woul(^ have sunk with 
fatigue ; our guide, being used to the woods^ 
suffered comparatively little. Accordingly 
we proceeded straight on, and at last reached 
the road, which was being opened from the 
town, and the clearings in the vicinity. 

Of all the "sights in this world the most 
likely to daunt a stout heart, and to infect a 
resolute spirit with despondency, that of a 
newly chopped tract of the forest certainly 
bears away the bell. Hundreds on hundreds 
of vast and .ponderous trees covering the 
ground for acres, like the mighty slain in a 
field of battle, all to be removed^ yes, oblite. 
rated, befoi'e the solitary settler can raise a 
meal of potatoes, seemingly offer the most 
hopeless task which the industry of man can 
struggle with. My heart withered as I con. 
templated the scene, and my two little boys 
came close to me, and inquired with the low 
accents of anxiety and dread, if the moving 
of these enormous things was to be our work. 
Fortunately, before I had time to answer their 
question, a sudden turn of the road brought 
us in sight of the village, where the settlers 
in all directions were busy logging and burn- 
ing. The liveliness of this spectacle, the 
blazing of the timber, and the rapid destrue- 
'tion ofthe trees, rendered, indeed, any answer 
unnecessary. They beheld at once, that 
so far from the work being hopeless, the 
ground was laid open for tillage even as it 
were while we were looking at it ; and we en-" 
tered Babelma^el reassured in all our hopes. 

The village as yet consisted but of shan- 
ties and log-houses. The former is a hut or 
wigwam, made of bark laid upon the skele. 
ton of a rude roof, and is open commonly on 
one ^e, nigh to which, durinjg^.the night, the 
inmates, who sleep within, raise a great fire 
to keep themselves warm ; some say to pro. 
tect them from wolves and other wild beasts. 
Notwithstanding the rough appearance of the 
shanty, it yet affords a shelter with which 
weary axemen are well content. I nevef, 
however, had aright solid, sound sleep in one ; 
for, as they are open, I had a constant fear of 
snakes crawling in upon me ; nor was it ima- 
ginary, for that very night, the first we passed 
in Babelmandel, the boys and I, being oblig. 
ed to make our bed on hemlock boughs iii a 
shanty, had not well composed ourselves to 
resty when Charley, the youngest, felt some- 
thing like a man's finger wimbling in under 
his neckf and startling up, beheld a large 
garter-snako twisting and twining where he 
had made his pillow. We were pacified in 
our alarm> by an assurance that it was of a 
harmless kind; but truIV it will be a long 
time before I am satisfied that any serpent 
can ever be a commendable bedfellowr . 
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Saving that mole6t%&on» w« pa«Md, how- 
ever, a comfortable night ; at first, it was pro- 
poeed, on account of the snakea, that we should 
alternately keep watch ; but when I had the 
watch myself, a drowsiness fell upon me, and 
•hut up my eyes in sleep, till the sun was more 
' tlian an hour high, and every one at work. 

Betimes, after taking some breakfast, at 
which we had hemlock-tea, a pleasant and 
salutary drink, though not in much repute at 
Bridals, we buckled on our knapsacks, and 

groceeded with our guide in quest of the lot I 
ad baigained for, and which we easily found, 
as it answered very correctly to the descrip- 
tion received from the agent. It was a plea- 
sant situation, looking up the forks of the two 
rivers. I decided at once on being content 
with it, and fortnwith we began to seek for a 
suitable pla^e to raise a house on. * This was 
not difficult to find ; and I made choice of a 
rising ground near a pretty spring, as the site 
of our future home. But as it was necessary 
Sn the mean time to provide a place of tem- 
porary shelter, we went nearer to the village 
with our shanty, and for divers reasons : first, 
a lone man, neither a giant nor a Samson, 
with two little boys, I thought too weak a gar- 
rison against wolves and bears ; second, by 
the kind recommendation of the agent, I was 
to be made s boss on the road ; and third, as 
the boys were to work with the guide with 
whom I contracted to clear five acres for me, 
I wished to be with them at night, whicl^ 
could not have been accomplished, had we 
sat down at once upon my own land ; so we 
raised our shanty within the boundaries mafk- 
ed out for the town plot, on a rising bank, 
overlooking the main river, ^d near to a large 
shanty, which about a scor^of the axemen 
and carpenters had constructed for themselves. 
Our shanty was completed in good time before 
the evening, so that when we dressed our 
supper at the fire before th^ door, I could not 
hnt acknowledge with thankfulness tlKit we 
had reached the Mount Pisgah of our pilgri- 
mage. The wall top was surmounted \ I 
thought myself safe among the leaves on the 
other side ; and at a fittijig time, the boys be. 
ing already in the arms of Morpheus, I stretch, 
ed myself beside them and courted sleep. 

But the sleep that came was not like the 
downy comforter of the preceding night. It 
was uneasy and ominous. I dreamt of ser- 
peiits, and fancied that I saw wolves looking 
over the fire at us as we lay in the shanty on 
the ground ; while ever and anon I heard, or 
thought I heard, a voice warning me to vigl- 
lance ; altogether, it was not a comfortable 
time ; and the wind, having changed, blew the 
' smoke of the fire so in upon us, that I was 
obliged to get up and go to the outside.. Here 
'my condition was but little improved, for the 
skies were overcast with thick black clouds 
and a screech-owl in a neighboring tree was 
making the night hideous with her evil pro- 
phecies. 



CHAPTSlt IjT. 

" The waters, the bis watere 
Are oemin|f--«ee, tfiey eoms.** 

Asotrr daybreak it began to rain, and con- 
tinued to pour with increasing violence all 
the morning; no one thought of stirring 
abroad who could keep within ahelter. My 
boys and I had for task only to keep the fire 
at the door of the shan.ty brisk and blazingr, 
and to notice that the pools, which began to 
form around us, did not become too large ; 
for sometimes, besides the accumulation of 
rain, little streams would suddenly break out, 
and rushing -toward us, would have^extin. 
guished our fire, had we not been vigilant. 

The site I had chosen for the shanty was 
near to a little brook, on the top of the main 
river's bank. In fine weather, no situation 
could be more beautiful : the brook was clear 
as qrystal, and fell in a small cascade into the 
river, which, broad and ddep, ran beneath 
the bank with a swift but smooth current. 

The forest up the river had not been ex. 
plored above a mile or two ; all beyond was 
the unknown wilderness. Some vague m- 
mors of small lakes and beaver dams were 
circulated in ihe village, but no importance 
was attached to the information : save but for 
the occasional little torrents, with which the 
rain sometimes hastily threatened to extin- 
guish our fires, we had no cause to dread in. 
undation. * 

The rain still continued to fall incessantly : ' 
the pools it formed in the hollows of the 
ground began, toward noon, to overflow their 
banks, and to become united. B^ and by 
something like a slight current was observed 
passing from -one to another ; but thinking 
only of preserving our fire, we no farther no. 
ticeid this, than by occasionally running out 
of the shanty into the shower, and scraping a 
channel to let the water run off into the brook 
or the river. 

It was hoped that about noon the raiti 
would slacken ; but in this we were disap. 
pointed. It continued to increase, and the 
ground began to be flooded, while the brook 
swelled to a river, that we thought it might 
become necessary to shift our tent to a higher 
part of the bank. To do this, we were, hoH^. 
ever, reluctant, for it was impossible to en. 
counter the deluge without-being almost in. 
stantly soaked to the skin ; and we had put 
the shanty up with more care and pains than 
usual, intending it should serve us for a home 
until our house was comfortably finished. 

About three o'clock the skies were dread- 
fully darkened and overcast. I had never 
seen such darkness while tHe sun was above 
the horiaon, and still the tain coatinaed to 
descend in cataracts, but at fits and'intervals. 
No man, who had not seen the like, would 
credit the description. 

Suddenly a sharp flash of lightning, fol. 
lowed by an instantaneous thunder-peal, 
lightened up all thefarest; ahd ahaoatin tiie 
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M»me moment the rain came lavishing along 
as if the windows of heaven were opened ; 
anon another flasb, and a louder peal burst 
upon us, as if the whole forest was rending 
over and abound us. 

I drew my helpless and poor trembling lit- 
tle boys under thf skirts of my great coat. 

Then there was another frantic flash, and 
the roar of the thunder was augmented by the 
riven trees that fell cloven on all sides in a 
whirlwind of splinters. But though the 
lightning was more terrible than the scime- 
tars, and the thunder roared as if the vaults 
of heaven were, shaken to pieces and tum- 
bling down, the irresistible rain was more ap- 
palling than either. I have said it was as if 
uie windows of heaven were opened. About 
sunset, the ground floods were as if the 
fountains of ths great deep were breaking up. 

I pressed nvy ^vering children to my bo. 
som, but I could not speak. At the common 
shanty, where there had been for some time 
an affectation of mirth and ribaldry, there 
was now silence ; at last^ as if with .one ac* 
cord, all the inhabitants rushed from below 
their miserable shed, tore it into pieces, and 
ran with the fragments to a higher ground* 
crying wildly, " The. river is rising I" 

I had seen it swelling for some time, but 
Qur shanty stood so far above the streani, that 
I had no fear it would reach u^. Scarcely, 
however, had the axemen escaped from theirs, 
and planted themselves on the crown of a 
rising ground nearer to us, where they were 
hastily constructing another shed, when a 
tremendous crash and roar was heard at some 
distance in the woods, higher up the stream. 
It was so awful, I had almost said so omnipo- 
tent, in the sound, that I started on my feet, 
and shook my treasures from me. For a 
moment the Niagara of the river seemed al- 
'rnost to pause— it was but for a moment — for 
instantly after, the noise of the rending of 
mighty trees, the. crashing and the tearing of 
the unrooted forest, rose around. The waters 
of the river, troubled and raging, came hurl- 
ing with the wreck of woods, sweeping with 
inconceivable fury everything that stood 
within its scope — a lake had burst its banks. 

The sudden rise of the water soon, how- 
ever, subsided ; X saw it ebbing fast* and 
comforted my terrified boys. The rain also 
began to abate. Instead of those dreadful 
sheets of waves which fell upon us, as if 
some vast ocean behind the forest was heav- 
ing over its spray, a thick, continued^ small 
rain came en ; and about an hour after sun. 
set, streaks and breaks in the clouds gave 
some token that the worst was over ; it was 
not, however, so ; for about the same time a 
stream appeared in the hollow, between the 
rising ground to which the axemen had re- 
tired, and the little "knoll on which our shanty 
stoodi at the sanie time the waters in the 
river began to swell ^gain, ' There was on 
this occMion no abrupt and bursting noise ; 



but the night was fast cloeing upon ua» and a 
hoarse muttering and angry sound of many 
waters grew louder ^nd louder on all sides. 

The darkness, ana increasing rage of the 
river, which there was just twilight enough 
to show was rising above the brim of the 
bank, smote me with inexpressible terror. I 
snatched my children by the hand and rushed 
forward to join the axemen, but the torrent 
between us rolled so violently, that to pass 
was impossible, and the waters still contin- 
ned to rise. 

I calle(i aloud to the axemen for assistance ; 
and . when they heard my desperate cries, 
they came out of the shed, some with burn- 
ing .brands, and others with their axes glitter- 
ing in the flames ; but they could rendur ne 
help : at last, one man, a fearless backwoods, 
man, happened to observe a tree on the bank 
of the torrent^ which it in some degree over- 
hung, and he called for others to join him 
in making a bridge. In the course of a few 
minutes the tree was laid across the stream, 
and we scrambled over, just as the river ex- 
tinguished our fire, and swept our shanty 
away. 

This rescue was in itself so wonderful, and 
the scene had been so terrible, that it was 
some time after we were safe before I could 
rouse myself to believe I was not in the 
fangs of the nightmare. My poor boys clung 
to me as if still not assured of their security, 
and I wept upon their necks in the ecstacy Qf 
an unspeakable passion of anguish and joy. 

About this time the missling rain began to 
fall softer ; the dawn of the moon appeared 
through the upper branches of the forest, and 
here and thei;e the stars, looked out from theii 
windows in the clouds. The storm was 
gone, and the deluge assuaged ; the floods all 
around us gradually ebbed away, and the in. 
splent and unknown waters which had so 
swelled the river, shrunk within their banks, 
and long before the morning had retired from 
the scene. 

Need I say that anthems of deliverance 
were heard in our . cftmp that night 7 Oh, 
surely no! The woods answered to our 
psalms, and waved their mighty arms; the 
green leaves clapped- their hands ; and the 
blessed moon, lifting the veil from her fore, 
head, and looking down upon us through the 
boughis, gladdened our solemn rejoicing. 

CHAPTER IV. 

" His household gods were all removed, bis haartb 
Extinguished, and his home made desolate !** 

The restoration of the shanty was but the 
work of a few hours, and was performed by 
Amidab Peters, the guide, and the two boys ; 
for, being eager to be doing something, I en- 
tered next day on my ofllice as boss en the 
road, lo gang number five. For several days 
nothing particular occurred ; but the weathec 
was unsetded, and less work was obtained 
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from the laborers than usual at that aeason of 
the ^rear, which made the agent fteevish, aa 
the speculators for whom he acted often grom- 
bied most when they ought to have been best 
pleased ; not that any party who have to pay 
for out-of-door work are ever*0therwi8e than 
dissatisfied with bad weather. 

Bat the rainy, do-nothing days, which in- 
creased the agent*s bills, were holidays to the 
BettletB. On thos% occasions, they were wont 
to assemble in the large shed, to tell stories 
and sing songs for pastime, the rain forbidding 
every kind of active sport. This, as the sea* 
son was uncommonly wet, came round so 
often that the songs and tales at last began to 
grow stale, and we had recourse to different 
devices to raise fresh supplies. It was to me 
they were indebted for the suggestion, that 
every one should tell a story either of him. 
aelf, or 'some adventure that had taken place 
within his own knowledge ; and as encour- 
agement to' begin, I opened the ball by a full, 
tnie, and particular account of some of the 
adventures herein related. This led on oth- 
ers ; till at last the turn came to an old man, 
who, for his mild and genteel manners, was 
jocularly known in the nettlement as Mr. 
Gentleman. Nobody, however, ventured to 
address him so familiarly. 

I had frequendy noticed him with curios, 
ity; but somehow was restrained, without 
knowing wherefore, from making his ac- 
quaintance. 

T saw him first in the woods alone. He 
was sitting on the trunk of a tree which he 
had newly felled, caressing a little dog : his 
axe rested against the stump ; at a short dis- 
tance, on the ground, lay his coat and straw 
hat, and near them a dead snake recently 
killed. Something in his air and appearance 
bespoke my compassion ; and the fairness of 
his bands showed that to him the toil of the 
chopper was a new trade : moreover, he was 
evidently aged — three score at least ; for his 
hair was quite white, and, besides the deep 
furrows of thoughtfulness, his countenance 
was impressed with those other dry and with, 
ered wrinkles, which age as well as anxiety 
is necessary to produce. 

After some hesitation, he began : 

** It is of no importance to tell you who I 
am ; nor would the disclosure of my" real 
name increase the interest of my little .story. 
You see me here alone, unknown to you all. 
Some of you deem me proud, because I shun 
your occasional amusements ; but whatever 
. motives lead me to keep myself sequestered, 
they may have their own source in deeper 
feelings than any emotion in the power of 
present circumstances to excite. 

"To begin, then, jovt see; in the strictest 
sense of the terni, a forlorn man. All of you 
have some friend, kinsman, or acquaintance 
hfere; or you have previously heard sonie- 
thing of some among you. It is not so with 
i?ae : I stand solitary in a circle which ex- 



dadee eveiy affection from withmit; none 
can paai the interdicted boiihd, and nit wiiit^ 
in aeems eredieatcd. I am, aa respects my 
former individuality, dead to the worid. It is 
believed by those to whom I was formerly 
known that I exist no longer. My Btory be. 
longB to necrology. The veid which ray de. 
parture left in society has, long ere this, been 
filled up; or if I am yet remembered by 
some kinder heart than another, it Is with 
wondering whence I came, and into what ob. 
acurity I have returned : donbtless, the com- 
mon opinion is, into the dust. 

*' You see before yoil one of those unfok-- 
tnnate men, who, without fortune or influen- 
tial connections, yet, owing to something in 
address or character, attract a laiger-^hare of 
attention than befits their hnmble circnmstan. 
ces. From my childhood, I was one of whom 
high expectations were cherished : my youth 
was coumenanced by many in superior sta- 
tions. It was thought that I poissessed the 
endowment of more than ordinary talent, atid 
I was esteemed, because I diligently cnltiva. 
ted the supposed gift. My small paternal in- 
heritance was just enough to raise me above 
the necessity of a patron-^too little to secure 
me a friend among those whose tastes and 
inclinations accorded with my own. I say 
not this in satire ; but some equality, even in 
sordid Xiircumstances, is essential to friend, 
ship : without it, however closely two young 
hearts may have been cemented, the muta- 
tions of fortune will, sooner ot- later, shake 
them asunder, never to be reunited again. 

" I was made sensible of this truth at an 
early age. Just as I was entering on the 
threshold of life, a false step, or rather a mis. 
calculation, suddenly taught me to know my 
helplessness. I needed assistance, and could 
obtain none ; nor did I solicit any. I was 
confident in myself: I persevered against the 
effects of the accident: I ultimately over, 
came them, and went forward with a higher 
and brighter career. But I saw that in ray 
difficulties I was avoided by those whom, in 
the flattery of youth, I counted my dearest 
friends : I could not disguise from myself the 
fact of that disaster ; nor could I refrain from 
comparing my condition with theirs. All had 
some relation or connection, bound by 'other 
than moral sentiments to their fortunes and 
reputation, and to whom their success was an 
object of solicitude. Some of them had thus 
t|es or claims on persons snperior to their 
rank and circumstances ; but all my connec. 
tions^ without one excep'ion, though not poor 
for their station, were unable to assist me. 
This, and the innate emulation of my dispo- 
sition, placed me at all times on the verge of 
a precipice. My meaiis were ever put to their 
uttnost, the slightest shock was sufficient, at 
any time, to disarrange my operations. ' 

" Still, however, I worked onward. I was 
enabled to keep the course I had chosen,'and 
the sphere in which I mpved was enlarge^ 
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and exalted. At last, as my hair began to 
$pf<m gray, the goal to which T had ptwOed 
forward wiCh so much cc^stancy and vigor 
appeared in view. I redoubled my efforts ; 
and soon it placed in my power all I desired, 
presenting the means of an honorable repose 
for my old age. I succeeded. Aiew years 
of energy and endeavoV gnly were necessary 
to secure the fruits of my long, unwearied, 
cheerful industry; and my exertions were not 
unworthy of the object. ' All I undertook 
prospered : nothing that I did could I haye 
wished undone. I Was-in an eminent public 
trust ; honors were proposed for me ; my couch 
was spread ; and though in the enjoyment of 
a green old age, I prepared myself for the 
embraces of repose. Alas ! how fugitive are 
the fortunes of men ! 

^ In that crisis, the blight which has fallen 
upon the universal industry of the world, in- 
fected the concerns and interests of my trast ; 
and thun, at the age of threescore, was I cast 
adrift, and in poverty. The original scope of 
my line of business prevented me from ever 
being in a situation to become rich ; a tc. 
spectable income was the maximum it ever 
offered. I was then too did to begin the 
world again : moreover, the World itself was 
no longer the* same ; so that, even if I could 
have commanded the means to commence a 
new career, I could discover no path into 
which, with any chance of success, I could 
strike ; and a disappointed heart, beneath the 
load of threescore years, hath but ineffectual 
energies. 

" In this state of hopelessness, t>eing then 
at the sea-aide, I went out one day with' two 
fishermen in their boat. We had not been 
long on the fishing-ground, when the wind 
began to blow strongly from the land, and the 
appearance of the heavens indicated an ap. 
proaching tempest. The fishermen became 
alarmed and made for the shore : for me, I 
felt no fear, I saw no danger, but in living too 
long. An abrupt heave of the sea upset the 
boat : the two fishermen were drowned ; I 
was, however, saved as by a miracle, being 
somehow enabled to mount upon the bottom 
of the boat, where I remained upwards of 
three hours at the mercy of the waves, and 
drifting from the shore before the wind. In- 
debted to instinct rather than resolution for 
the preservation of my life, what was there 
to me in life to make it worth preserving? 

"At last, a vessel from the French coast 
came in sight ; and the squall having by that 
time abated, she dise6vered me, and bore 
down to my assistance in time to save me, 
before the dashing waVes and the cold had 
quite extinguished the embers of life. 

"The captBrtn, with the urbanity of his 
nation, contributed everything on board which 
could minister to my restoration;' but more 
than two days elapsed before I was in a con- 
dition to express my gratitude, and they had 
no cordial for a broken heart.. 



" My reflections, in tiie mean time, were 
inexpressibly painful, ft boMd not but be 
thought by my friends that I had perished 
with the fishermen. What friends ? 

**The- ship being bound to New- York, I 
was carried thither, where, soon after my ar- 
rival, by the good offices of the captain, I 
found employment as a clerk ; and, with the 
little earnings of that station, I have been 
enabled to come here, where I hope to spend 
the cheerless evening of my days in unmo- 
lested tranquillity." 

His tale was tohl with simplicity, and pro:, 
duced a sorrowful sympathy for him. No 
observation was made on it; we looked only 
at one another^ and. the* rain having then 

passed 'off, we rose singly, and went away. 

_. ■ «> ' 

CHAPTER V. 

" Qo to, pMHid.- fool, coant not ffa FoituDe's.fltvor ; 
Hex gifts are gleams on water." 

In the mean thne, Amidab Peters, who 
was our guide from Olympus, with the two 
boyt, was busy chopping down the trees on 
my farm, and preparing for a house ; while 
I, as a boss on^he roads, was receiving what 
would have- been- thought great wages in a 
town even in- America. But the hard fare 
to whieh my duty subjected me, and' the fre- 
quent instances in which I saw men pulled 
down with the hatdiet in their hands by the 
ague, made the employment so unsatisfactory 
that I resolved to retire froni ifj and give my 
whole Bttentiofl to- my own land, notwithi 
standing the infirm construction of my frame 
for the toil of clearing. 

Moreover, by this time I had learned some, 
thing of the expedients of settlers ; and was 
oorivinced that girdling ther trees is a quicker 
and better way for the first operations of new 
beginners, espeeiaily such os have had nO 
experience ef the woods, nor have been prao. 
ticed with the axe, than the laborious under- 
taking of hewing down each particular huge 
tree by itself. To girdle is ta cut a ring 
round the bark of the trunk into the timber, 
which causes the -tree to die : in the course 
of twe or three years it falls ; and being* then 
well dried, is easily burnt off. As this work 
does •not require a powerful arm, it suited me 
exactly. 

As soon as a suf&cient nuiiiber of propel 
logs lor my house had been prepared, and 
bi'ought to the place by a team of oxen hired 
for the purpose, I made a bee ; that is, I col. 
lected several of the most expert and able, 
bodied of the settlers to assist at the raising, 
by which I got the walls of a most exeellent 
house up in the course of a single day, with, 
out peril of life or limb amofig the workmen ; 
a rare blessing, and, as I accepted it, a plea- 
sant omen of happiness to those who were 
destined td be the inmates 'of the dwelling. 

In finishing my house, I took more pains 
than common ; for I had reflected on what is 
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often Baid*-tliat new letden ave too tpi to 
oxpoee their health indiiereetly, when hy caie 
and consideration they might he more com- 
fortably lodged, for little more trouble or ex- 
pense. It is a fault with them to make their 
first work serve, and to leave many things to 
be done in the winter, when they cannot woik 
in the woods, that were 4>etter executed in 
warm and dry weather. 

In summer the unseasoned timber ehrinke, 
and the chinks between the Ic^ then are 
wider than in the moiat weather of the fall. 
It therefore consists with common sense that 
the summer is the time for filling up the 
chinks. But there was another reason which 
had great weight with me for doing it at once : 
in hot weather my boeom friends, the snakes, 
are nimbler than at any other time, and will 
■lip in and out the smallest holes, like evil 
spirits. To keep them oat was, therefore, 
a main point with me ; for in the autttmn, 
when the evenings become chil^, they some, 
times contrive to get into the hodaes, and 
coil themselves up in eoiners for the win- 
ter. But my chief reason for being so overly 
particular at the beginning, ^m aome of the 
other settlers thought, was a dread of the 
autumnal rainflb and .the cold piercing winds 
of the Iroaen .season. Health and streng^ 
are the gold and silver of the woods, and I 
was anxious to have my treasure well pro* 
tecteil. 

Having prepared a few articles of furniture 
of such cabinet work aa the axe could fashicm 
•—among which were two or three cute of 
trees for stools^ and a table, with legs that, 
for girth and solidity, might have been pillars 
in a parish kirk — I went out to Olympus to 
bring my wife and the three girls to Babel- 
maadel, leaving the two bojrs to keep the 
house. At Olympus I hired an ox.team to 
carry the ark and the boxes ; it served also 
as a caravan for my live stock. 

On the first Saturday of September, we set 
out for our new home. Light were our hearts^ 
as, in the gray of the morning, we entered 
the road.pathin the wood which led to BabeL 
mandel-v Through the windfalls and the 
openings of the settlement, the riaing sun 
was beginning to silver the leaves,, ^nd to 
glitter on the rills, sprinkling the floor of the 
forest aibles with glaika and gleama — ^a visible 
melody, which broke the monotony of the 
gloom, like the song of early birds. It was 
the first time that the pilence of the woods 
had not afiected. me with sadness; but we 
were happy and hopeful, and all around looked 
fi^ay. 

P^The afternoon was far advanced before, we 
reached our new habitation ; for though the 
distance was but fifteen miles, we were up- 
wacd of ten hours in travelling it. The mirth 
of many a joint-dislocking jolt, ondj. almost 
headlong whamje, shortened, however, the 
road, and smoothed its roughness. On ...our 
arrival, we found the boys anxiously waiting 



with aaaTory atewv which they had of 
own aeeord prepared to welcome their motfier 
and sisters, and to show thmr proficiency in 
the art of Hving in the bush. 

This miexpected foast added to our deligiLt ; 
we felt ia Mir hearts that we had at last oome 
to home, and thought of former disastecs as 
of the holes and the shsgs which we imd sur- 
mounted in the way. 

After partaking of the boys' stew, I pro-' 
posed to oelebmte our arri^ by uniting in 
worship aa we were wont to do in Jersey and 
New. York ; and aa the day had been exceed, 
iagly warm, I ordered the door to be left open 
to admit the cool evening air. 

While we were engaged in that holy ser. 
vice, a aharp shriH shriek, wild and piercing:* 
came from the villsge. Imputing it to some 
frolic of the yonnger setders, I heeded it not ; 
it disturbed not the earnestness of onr devo- 
tion. In less than a minute after, a eimiJar 
ory was repeated, and caused me to pause in 
prayer. This was followed by a terrible hiss, 
ingi hurrying, and craokling noise, aomethin^ 
like the rushing sound of many dey. rockets, 
but immeasurably greater, followed by a hun. 
dred vehement voicee screaming, "Fire!" 
Starling from mf^neeling, I ran to the door 
in alarm, scarce conceiving what the cry of 
fire in the wilderness could portend. 

The woods were on fire 2 The scene of 
horror waa at some distance behind the house, 
but the remorseless element was rising and 
wreathing in smoke and flame on all sides. 
The progress was as a furious whiiiwind ; to 
arrest, or to extinguish, seemed equally im- 
possible. 

The unfortunate settlers were flying iii all 
directions with their moveables ; but the 
fallen leaves, kindled by the fiery flakes that 
fell ahoworiog around, intercepted their flight, 
and obliged many to abandon their burdena ; 
for, as with the Egyptian hail, fire ran along 
the ground. Sometimes the flames ascended 
witli a spiral sweep at once from the roots to 
the topmost boughs of the loftiest trees ; at 
others they burst out in the highest branches 
at a distance from the general burning, as if 
some invisible incendiary waa propagating 
the destruction. Aged trunks of hollow eUna 
and oaks took fire within, and blazed out like 
fountaina of flame ; and all around the sound, 
like the rage of a hurricane and the roaring 
of seas upon a shallow shore, grew louder 
and louder. 

After the first alarm, the settlers gathered 
themselves together and looked on, wonder- 
ing to one another what would be the con. 
elusion ; for the fire was spreading \tefoT9 the 
wind, leaving behind only the black and burn- 
ing skeletons of the large trees. To most of 
us, though the sight was awful, the ravages 
of the flam^ were not disheartening ; they « 
effected a wide clearing at small cost, and I 
got rid of manj^of my ^rdled trees ; so that 
we began to joke and make merry with those 
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who were BO/lucky m to be within the scope 
of the deetraction. But the mirth wu ^ 
short duratioD in my famiiy . Pfovidenoe wis 
pleased to interpose in a signal manner to 
quench Uie eenflagiation, bf changing the 
wind, ami causing it to blow wi^ great vio. 
lepce in the opposite direction, by wlueb the 
flames, being driven back on t^ devastation, 
soon spent their fury ; and a heavy rain Al. 
lowing, it was araasing to see how quickly 
the danger disappeared. 

But though it is aa iU wind which blows 
nobody good, the good that* came by that 
change was yet not extended >o me or mine. 
It was a gusty and tnrbnlent.wind, which 
oami^ in whirling blasts, sweeping along the 
smoke, the ashes, and the embers, and involv- 
ing everything on our side of the settlement to 
sueh a degree in thick smoke, and safioeating 
dust and steam^ that we oonid not see a yard 
before us. Being driven by h to seek shelter, 
we returned toward home, wluch we had left 
at the distance of some two or three hundred 
yards to join the other settlers. It was by 
this time almost dark ; and the squally night, 
after the disaster we had witnessed, filled ray 
wife with such anxieties, that she repined at 
having^nsented to come so far into the wiU 

This was the first time she had ever ex- 
pressed anything like dissatisfaction, and I 
chide4 her a little fur being so cast down, 
hurrying her at the same time, with our 
youngest child in her arms, toward the house ; 
but who can tell what I suffered when, on 
approaching the door, which was still open 
as it had been left, we beheld the roof on fire 
in several places ? There was no time for 
talk ; I called her to place the child on the 
ground, and to assist me to get out the ark 
and boxes ; this we effected before the boys 
came'to us, but nothing could save the house. 
In the course of a few minutes it was all on 
fire ; eur expense and toil, our care and coa^ 
slderation, all perished. Thus, instead of the 
snug and comfortable habitation to which we 
had looked forward so eagerly, we were cast 
out on the forest, and obliged to call in our 
neighbors to assist, amid the. darkness and 
squalls, to raise a shan^ for the night. 
Nevertheless, I was none dismayed ;^ut,. on 
the contrary, ray courage rose, and my wife, 
regretting the discontent she had unwittingly 
expressed, was thankful,' when we t<iok pos- 
session of the sorry shed, that she had met 
with so little to Complain oU 

Sueh were the signs and tokens under 
wl^ch we took up our abode at BabelmaodeU 



CHAPTER VI. 

" The gentle moon looked pale at thtf »ad stght.^' 

Nbxt day was the Sabbadi, the eldest of 
blessings, the poor man's day. By me it his 
ever been regiM^ded with delight, for I have. 



enjoyment in the aolemnily wherewith we are 
eonmanded to observe it. The day of rest, 
the property of individual man ; no master 
may exact labor from his servant on that day, 
nor may the willing slave exert his sinewa in 
toil widiost sinning against himseU'; for his 
own firame, after six days^ labor, is needfal 
ofrtest, and hath been enjoined to receive it 
by a hallowed and everlasting ordinance. 
Yet, though thus prcrfbundly impressed with 
reverence for the Sabbath, the sun, at hie 
rising, beheld me basy amid the fallen trees 
which had been spared from the burning, 
selecting logs for the construction ofa new 
habitation. 

The season was far advanced ; it was al- 
ready September ; and unless I could provide 
a house iiefore the rains set in, it would be 
necessary to move my family back to Olym- 
pus. The expense I could ill ai&rd ; for the 
payment of tiie first instalment on my land,- 
(I promised to pay by equal annual instaL 
ments in seven yearn) and the cost of bring- 
ing us from New-Tork, together with various 
necessaries we stood in: need- of for the win- 
ter, hhd gf-ievooaly lightened my purse ; more, 
over, the baby was taken ill during the night, 
and it was heart-breaking to look upon her 
lying on the ground, and to reflect on the mis- 
erable tabernacle of sticks and bark rused in- 
the storm, whic|^ was all eur dwelling : but 
whether! ofibnded by yielding to the snggea- ^ 
tions of those temporal griefs, is a question 
remitted to a higher tribunal than the judg. 
ment even of Christian men. 

In the course of the day I picked out a suf- 
ficieat number of logs, contracted for bring., 
ing them to the spot, and for help to notch 
them for joining. Thus, by day-break oa 
Monday, my new house was progressing ; and 
it was well I had been so alert ; for, many of 
our neighbors' houses having been destroyed . 
by the fire, the hire of teams, and the rate of 
carpenters' wages, were, in the course of a 
few days, mach increased. 

Had it not been for the sickness of the . 
child, I was not disposed to contemplate our 
misfortune as of a very dark hue. The 
weather was clear and fair, the work went on 
thrivingly, and an unwonted hilarity sparkled 
in my bosom. But the poor thing daily grew . 
wersoy and at last her mother became serious. 
ly alarmed. 

There was then no doctor at Babelmandel, 
a sad emission, and deplorable to humanity ; 
for no one thing is ao necessary in a new set- 
tlement, where accidents occur 9o often, and 
sickness is so rife ; so tha^ seeing the evi- 
dent decay of the poor child, I resolved tOvgo 
to Olympus to consult the medical man there, 
and to hring him oat with me, if, upon con. 
sidering the ease, he should think it was re- 
quiaite to see her. Acoerdingly, with vctf se« 
cond son, Charles, I set out ,on the Friday 
momlhg, in order that we might be back in 
the cemae of Saturday. I to<4 him with me 
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for companioMbip, and beeauae it not wwe 
to trayei alone in tlie wild wooda. 

The doctor, by my deaoriptioo, did not 
aeem to think thore waa canaa to apprehend 
mimediate danger ; but he gave mo a amali 
packet ot medicinaa, and a drag in a phid, 
and aaid, aa so many of the setderahad be«a 
anhoosed by the fire, he would viait na in the 
courac of the following week, it being proba* 
ble, from their expoanre, aome might take 
ague, and need aasiatence. 

Being at Oiympns, I evailed myaelf of the 
opportunity to buy a few artiolea for the new 
house at the storea; not, however, anch a 
lokd aa to be a burden in the carryingf even to 
ne ; and after paaaing the night there, we re* 
turned homeward at an early hour in Ae 
morning. Light, however, aa I had thought 
the bundle, it was aoon found to be heavy 
enough, for the day proved remarkably wann ; 
Mid although Charles and I took apeli and 
speii about with it, we were glad often to reac 
This threw it far into the night befnre we 
reached the skirts of Babelmandel. 
. Our journey, but for the burden, had been 
easy and pleaaant, particularly in the after- 
noon, which was beaaiifully cloudless and 
calm, and the air in the evening waarefreah- 
ed with a gentle breeze, only sufficient toatir 
the leaves sofdy, and to give |he cooUiess cir. 
eolation. The moon was up before we ar- 
rived at the cleared land near the town, and 
shed through the openings and glades of the 
forest long streams of her sefene light, the ef» 
feet of which, aa they fell on the scaUered 
skeletons of the burnt trees,- filled ihe imagi- 
nation with superstitious phantasies, and be- 
gtA a dread in despite of reason. 

As we approached the shanty, I discovered 
a light, which did not surprise, but it grieved 
me, for I aagured from it that the child's suf- 
ferings had not becn^nitigated. As we, how^ 
ever, drew near> I saw it was at a short die. 
tance from the shanty j under a large elm, 
which then stood near the spot where the rivu- 
let falls into the river, and thit there ^as no 
one in the shanty but Robin, with his arm 
under his head, asleep ; to which, poor lad, he 
had, no doubt, been soundly invited by his 
day's hard labor. 

The candle was burning in a niche, scooped 
for the purpose, in the trunk of the elm, and 
between us and it I discerned a small rude 
shed, covered with bark, forming a canopy 
over a little bed covered with n white towel. 
i\fy child waa dead,aftd her mother with the 
other two sorrowful girls, were sitting m the 
riiadow of the tree, watching the corpse, and 
wearying for my return. 

As I came close up to them, two men, 
armed with guns, cam6 from behind the tree. 
Amidab Peters was one, and a settler, whom 
I did not know, the other. After speaking a 
few words of confidence to my wife, 1 ex- 
pressed my sui|»iie toAtaidab atae^ingbim 
there at that time of night and armed, thaok- 



ing both him and his competttoa for their at- 
tention, and Mying I would watcb the re- 
mainder of the night myaelf. 

" But pne," aaid Amidab, " is net suffi- 
cient; it will reqaire two, for we have already 
been twice scared." '^ 

" Scared V* cried I, *^ by what 7 who have 
w^tofcarl" 

" The wolves," replied the atrenger; *'they 
scent the dead afar off. We had not beea 
hese mere than ten minittea, when one looked 
at u» from the other iside of the rivulet ; we 
aaw him plainly in tbe moonahine, and scarce, 
ly had we frightened him off, when we heard, 
another howling from the oppoaite bank o£ 
the river. 

The oourteeua reader must be a parent* 
and find feelings in his own heart, to enable 
him to judge of mine at hearing- this. I could 
make no reply ; a hoop, aa it were, of burn, 
ing iron was paased round my temples ; my 
knsM so trembled, that I almost fell to the 
ground ; and I waa noteeated many minutes 
beside the £rigkiened and afflicted mother, 
when a fiery anguish was kindled in my back, 
and inexpressible pains in my limbs ; in less 
than half an hour, tbe ^rmptoma incasing, 
I was seized, and shaking with a temble fit 
of the cruel and indiecruninating.ague. 

chapteh VI. 

" Old and grey-kaiiied, s Itumbled, wearv man ; 
What otbet task befiu these trembling limbs ?" 

Aftbr the ague-fit had gone off, I obtained 
some refreshing sleep, and awoke in ^e morn- 
ing wHk no oUier consciousness of malady 
than a slight degree of languor : it amounted 
to nothing more. In the course of the day 
my dear child was buried, and we spent the 
afiernoon'in worship and resignation. On 
Monday we again roae eariy to our labor, and 
our work proceeded cheerfully ; but for up- 
ward of a fortnight -1 hada return every third 
day of the naueeous and depressing ague, 
which ao impsiced my strength that I began 
to lose my relish of life. My arms, which 
Were never strong, became almost powerless, 
and I often wept frem weakness. 

At last our new house was finished ; less 
compl etely so than the first temple, but still 
it was a place— it was home ; and, as soon «b 
we were fairly in possessioi), we cast about 
us^ and began to' make it so indeed. My 
health, about the same time, improved, so 
diat toward tbe end of October, when the 
pablic worke of the settlement were suspend- 
ed for the season, we w^re in some condition 
to encounter the winter without dread. 

The long nights and' the wet weather, in 
wh^ph no man could work, set me to refiect 
on the melancholy want we were in of a 
schoolmaster. I had thought of it often be- 
fore, but it pressed stronger and stronger for 
.consideratioB, when I saw my two indnt^ooa 
soos hfinging Ustlessly oa the wet days ove? 
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th9 fixe, and the evenings wasted in unprofita- 
ble conversatione. Sometimes I thought of 
addxessing the agent with a petition on. the 
subjeQt, signed by. the generality of the in- 
habitants, begging his mediation with the 
speculators for some help to j)ay .one : at 
others, I proposed to eall a public meeting, to 
see what could be done amoyig ourselves in 
the way of subscription. 

One Sabbath n^orning, as I was ruminat* 
iog in my.wslk on this great and grave con- 
cern, it came into jny head that if Mr. Her- 
bttt, the solitary man, could be induced to 
take up a school, he was th« very sort of per. 
son we stood in need of. For mildness of 
manners be was not to be surpassed Muad he 
liad a superiority in his appearance which 
could not but secure to him the awe and af> 
fection of bis scholars, 40 say nothing of the 
reverence of their parents, which, ^mong such 
aa omolam. gatherum as th« inhabitants of a 
new settlement, is essential, and not to be ob. 
tained without steadiness of conduct, aa well 
as intelligence and abilities. 

That same day I sought out his little hut, 
and, the door being open, I freely entered. 
He was sitting forlorn, in a rade arm-)Bhair 
of his own constniction, witb a prayer-ibook 
of the Church of England in his hand. He 
seemed to be much pleased to see me, and 
thanked me with a gentlemanly cordiality for 
iavoriog him with a visit. 

I then began to lament to him the stale of 
the settlement, in respect to education, and to 
express my qwn great anxiety lest my- child- 
ren should be doomed to the ignorance of the 
backwoodsmen, wbose^offsprings in the course 
of the third generation, are scarcely equal to 
the savage Indians in knowledge* and far be- 
low them in morality. Finally, I inquired 
if he thought it would suit hiru, instead of the 
hard toil of a cho^^per, .which, at his time of 
life, was really beyond his strength, to under- 
take the maoagoment of a school. 

Uis answer wto delivered with a modest 
dignity, as I had expected it would be. 

'* In respeot to the qualification,'' said lie, 
** as far a«> all the learning which I may be 
called t<» teach, and pefhaps even to some- 
thing more, I think the undertaking not be- 
yoiui ray power to compbss : but every busi- 
ness has its peculiar methods ; and, being, a 
bockslor, I Jiave had no experience in the 
character of cfailiAen* I will, however, be 
csiBdid with yon : more thmi once the idea of 
kipefong school bos ocemered to myself, for I 
am 00 old for the woodman's toil ; and, in 
the fourse of nature, not loany years, nay 
months, can pass, until I shall b9 incapable 
of using the hatchet.' ' 
. I was rejoiced to hear this, and we imme 
diateiy began to consider of the means of 
bringing the speeulation to bear. It was 
agreed that I should, in the morning, go with 
him Qmong the tettleip, and after we jiad a». 
cemloed whut Qumbe^ of chll4l»«o w«re tiK«« 



ly to be sent to school, that I should then can* 
voss three ox four of the most sedate and sa- 
gacious of the fathers for a council, to ar- 
range the terms, an«b>to take what other steps 
might seem to be necessary to bring the un- 
dertaking to a proper head. In proposing i 
this method, I was moved by two reasons : 
first, I discerned, firom what came out in con- . 
versation, that the chief cause of his diffidence 
wss some delicacy as to the remuneration'; 
and therefore, to spare him from any bargain-' 
ing with individuals, I proposed that it should 
be left to the. council to fix 'the rate : and se. 
cond, I thought the council would be a fenee 
to hu&in the exercise, of his just prerega-. 
tives ; for in all stations of l^e, weak and 
fbnd parents are to b6 found, who think it 
tenderness to be sparing of the rod with their 
obstreperous children. The reader will, no 
doubt, discern in this some of the leaven I- 
had brought out of the Society of the Friends? 
of the People ; be that, . however, as it may, 
the design answered to a miracle, for on the 
next night we assembled in my house a ooun- • 
cil of old, decent, bald-headed fathers, that 
for gravity of countenance, and solidity of un- 
derttanding, were* worthy of places in the 
cabinets of kings, nor had one of those who' 
met on that occasion ever cause to repent the- < 
part he took in what was then delib<? rated. 
We fixed the rate of wages at two dollars- n 
quarter ; and m two days after Mr. Herbert 
was installed in a larse shanty, till a proper 
log-house could be raised by the community, 
monarch of the ABC, with a rod of mei-cii. 
ful dimenaiofls for a. sceptre, apd no fewer 
than titfee and fifty beardless si^ject^. 

This afiair, which many may think has, 
been magnified overmuch, was yet of the deep^ 
est interest to the prosperity of our children,- 
and to the reputation of the settlement; 
Where, in all the Union, are any audi weU« . 
conducted and intelligent youths to be fonnd- 
as those of Babelniandel? and where, indeed, - 
such a teacher as Mr. Herbert ? Nor was it 
among the least of my pleasures, in afterward 
reflecting on the paart I had taken in establish. . 
ing the school, that I had thereby contributed ■ 
to gild the evening of life to so good a man. 

CHAPTER VIII. ' / 

" Mildly the sun upon the loftiest trees 
8faed mellowly B parting beam." 

For some time after the estabhshment ^ 

the school, I met with no particuUr instance - 

of good or bad fortune. The elearing on my < 

farm, as well as the girdling xyf the tree8,-had - 

proceeded so well, that by the beginning of 

Noveilkber, when I. paid off Amidab Peters > 

for his job, fonr acres were in crop, and five 

or six girdlec} and chopped, the whole making 

one of the best clearings in die township, al 

though I was among the latest to begin ; so 

that I had good cause to be satisfied with my 

pTospeota, ^d no veasqn to repeat of having < 

bepQii^e 1^ settler ^\ 6abelm(uidel, 
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Bat as it would be harmful to the earth if 
it was e^er summer and sunshioe, so would 
it be pieju4|cial to man if fortune was ever 
smiling. It is necessary for our contentation 
that wa should now and llten be reminded by 
a blast or a shower that all we possess is pre- 
carioos; and therefore, although I acknow- 
ledge that at this epoch the comforts of my 
lot were meted in a large measure, the cour. 
teoas reader must not imagine I was spared 
from the wonted cares and anxieties of an 
inhabiunt o£ the bash ; for truly I had my 
trials. 

For some dajrs about the middle of Novem. 
her, we had a delicious enjoyment of the 
Indian summer ; it was later than usual in 
the seasoni but for that it was the more de. 
lightfol, especially as it had been prieceded by 
cold, showery, blustering weather. 

Every»one felt, in the temperance of the 
air, as if a palpable tranquilli^ had been ef. 
fused abroad; a visible softness overspread 
the face qf things, and a pleasing shadowi- 
ness filled the woods. The sun, veiled with 
the dim haze, gleamed like an opal stone, 
and looked down with the indolent eye of a 
volupmary content with enjoyment. 

One of those calm and beautiful days hap- 
pened 40 be a Sunday ; and the settlement 
not having that day been viaited by a preacher 
of any persuasion, the young men walked 
into the woods ; among the rest, my two sons, 
who went together. ^ 

They had not proceeded far, when Charles, 
always brisk and alert, was allured from his 
brother by the appeamnoe of a deer bounding 
by, whioh he pursued with his natural eager. 
nees and impetuosity. His brother, not ap- 
prehending the slightest danger, sauntered by 
himeelf along the skirts of the village, and 
returned home alone at our customary din- 
ner.hour. The absence of Charles did not, 
however, much surprise us : we knew his 
thoughtlessness ; I was only angry he should 
have had so little respect for the Sabbath as 
to hunt a wild beast. But toward sunset his 
mother's fears began to rise, and I grew my- 
self so uneasy, thaX we thought it advisable 
to give -the alarm in time ; this was soon 
done, and the whole settlement was presently 
afoot with guns, and horns, and women shout. 
ing and making a noise. 

We spread ourselves in all directions ; 
some firing the guns, some blowing the horns, 
and Bomo calling the poor lad by name, but 
no sound, was responded As it became dark, 
my anxiety grew to agony ; we kindled fires, 
we seised burning brands from them, which 
we waved in the air, and redoubled the noises 
aU without efieet. I began to fear thflt he 
had not only wandered, but tiiat some calam. 
ity had befallen him ; and under this appre. 
hension I pressed forward to the van of the 
whole party, till I could only see. the glim- 
mering of the fiery chiles fisu* behind ; at last 
the horns and the firmg oeased^ by .which I 



knew the lost sheep was found, and hastqnod 
back, tesolved to rebuke lum severely for tfte 
trouble and anxiety he had caused. 

Gradually the lights, one by one, disap. 
peered, the sound of the vexces died away, 
and after several ineflectual endeavors to cross 
a small cedar swamp, I fonnd myaetf com- 
pletely at fault ; by perseverance, however, 
I escaped from the swamp, but in what direc. 
tion then to choose my path Was the- question. 
The interwoven boughs overhead, though leaf, 
less, excluded the view of the skies ; even 
could they have been penetrated, every star 
was so shut up in thick darkness, Hiat t\m 
heavens nfibrded no guide. 

A strange confusion of mind and terror fol! 
upon me ; my right hand became as it were 
my left ; I was lost : I ran wildly forward tifl 
a prostmte tree or cradle heap threw me 
down ; soon after I phmged up to the middle 
in a marsh ; then -I came to the bank of a 
stream which I had not -passed : its width 
and depth were unknown. Ineepable of 
imagining what course 1 on^htto take, worn 
out and ^robbing with alarm at (he idea of 
passing the night alone in the forest, I sat 
down on a rock, and for some time aban- 
doned myself to f^ar. 

When the panic had a little subsided I 
rose, and again walked to a considOrable dis. 
tanee forward: I heard, as I thought, the 
shouting of the settlers in quest of me ; I has. 
tened toward them. I had never been so far 
out info the wilderness before : I soon dis- 
covered the sound was not human voices ; I 
' could not divine what it was ; I thought sure, 
ly I had taken the ilirec tion of Olympus, and 
that the noise must be the. dam of the saw- 
mill in that neighborhood. This gave some- 
thing like hope, and my strength and courage 
were revived with the thought c^- being so 
near shelter. 

Jndgo of my dismay, when, on hastening 
on, I came to what I thought an opening in ^ 
the wood, and found myself on^e verge of 
a dreadful chasm, into which a great river 
was tumbling with a noise like the voice of 
the distant sea. I stood aghast at the danger 
into w^eh I had run ; a few paees farther, ' 
and I had been dashed inpiecbs at tlie bot- 
tom of the chasm. 

I became more alarmed than ever; this 
catoratt waa not known at the vtilage ; I was 
beyond all tlie landmarks that would have 
guided me by day. The return of the morn- 
ing could promise no comfori, for I knew not 
in what direction to turn, and there was a 
weariness in my limbs that mada^ far&et 
travelUng that night almost Impossible ; I was 
also so startled at finding mysdf so abruptly 
on the brink of destruction, that I was afraid 
to move a step from the spot where i halted : 
a bitter grief gatbeied. at my heart ; and In- 
stead of praying to Him by whom alone aid 
can be given, I coxaed the hour of my birfli. 
Deserted of ail fortitttde, I wept and wrung 
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CHAPTER IX. 

"It fortuned, oat of the thickest wood, 
A rampiof lion rushed suddisnly, 
BoDting tvU gnedy aftar niAfa bipod.'* 

' SboATly after my adTehtore, I was agree- 
ably aurpriaed by a visit from our old friend 
and uiele, Mir. Hoaldna; It wtB not alto- 
Aether unexpected, but it had eome to pass a 
nttle eturtier than we reckoned upon; the 
Tooim intended for him not being then quite 
finiabed. However, we were all happy at the 
meeting, and as lie bad himaelf been a rough 
aetder In the woods of Vermont, he was easi. 
1y lieeommodated, and looked upon apologies 
as Buperfloities.. 

Altbottgh he said nothing himself on the 
iubject, yet Tsoon perceived that hid visit to 
Babelmandel was not dictated altogether by 
affection for his nieee, my wife, and that in 
the journey he had an eye awake to number 
one. His latter specs had not proved such 
beneficial operatiooa as some of hi^ eiurlier. 



liiy handa; I diongfat of my young. finnfly 
helplesa in the wilderness, and of 9II the ad- 
venires which liad of late befallen me. 

\^heh this paroxysm passed off; and I could 
niote calmly consider my dangerous situation, 
I began to reflect that the river, before me 
conldbe noother dian the same which flowed 
by Bibelmandel, and that as my strength was 
azhansted* I ought to rest where I was until 
daybreak, when I akeald follow down the 
coarse of the current^ convinced that the falls 
were higher up the stream than (he town. It 
IB wonderful the eflfect this rational reflection 
l^ad in calming my perturbation ; I sat down 
on the* ground, and leaning back against a 
tree, soon fell asleep, without once thinking 
of wolves. I did not, however, forget (be 
Bsakea ; but I thought they were then coiled 
vp and snug in dieir winter quarters. 

But theihildneas of the weather had a pre- 
ter&ratitral influence upon them, and I was 
awoke about daybreak with an unaccounta- 
ble weight on my' bosom, which caused me 
to start and jump up, when lo ! a monstrous 
garter-shake, between three and four feet 
long, fell from me. It was, how'ever, so stiff, 
for the morning air was raw and cold, that I 
soon fulfilled the words of Scripture on it, by 
bruiaing its head flat with my heel. 

The rest, such as it was, had so well re. 
freshed me, that I proceeded, as I had deter, 
mined, to follow the course of the river; but 
I had not walked fkr, when the guns and 
horns were heard approaching, and presently 
eome of the settlers hove in view. They had 
been out in quest of me all night, to the num- 
ber of more than seven hundred persons, and 
were beginning to fear I was loet for ever. It 
may, therefore, be easily^ supposed what a joy 
and revelry my reappearance occasioned, and 
with what triumphing and shouting they con. 
ducted me home. 



and he had improved his farm in VermAit 
quite as much as ii was worth while to do^ 
eoBbidering the liniited market in liis Heigh, 
borhood; in a word, he was iaelined to sell 
his betterments there, and embark in % new 
trade. He had, indeed, hinted as much to 
me when I otiginally proposed to come into 
into the Genesee eountry, so that the purpose 
of his visit was with a view to both or either 
of theae objeots; 

The first afternoon we spent in jocoee tem- 
perance. I rehearsed to him all the advea-> 
tures of our voyage and journey from New 
York, the tribulations we had suffered in the 
woods, and' the prospect beginning to dawn 
around us, with all which he was weU pleased ; 
but when I proposed to accompany hun next 
morning ovel* the settlement, he said— 

" No : I guess 8quire Lawrie talks too 
much — ^when aiman *s cmaking calculations, 
his company ain't partikler precious, ancT 
flashing in die pan scares ducks. The gen- 
tleman will 'sense roe." 

I certainly did not think this was very civ. 
ilieed ; but he was in all things a plain-spoken 
man, and had proved the sinceriiy of his 
friendship by five hundred excellent reasons; 
so I did not answer him just so tartly as my' 
inclination at the time prompted. 

Next morning he rose at an eariy hottr, 
and went out by himself; and, when he had 
returned and had taken breakfast, he remain- 
ed a considerable space of time ruminating 
and smoking in silence. Having finished one 
cigar, and taken out another, he drew hia 
chair close to mine, as he twisted off the end 
of it, and said — 

" Well, I ain't a-going to be 'quivocal, but 
to speak sheer-to the point. When Squire 
Lawrie ifiall have made all tight, right, and 
dear en his location, will he then torn cord- - 
wainer and mike trampers V 

** My dear sir," exdaimed I, " what puis 
such a thing in your heed ? I never bored a 
hole with an elain in my life.'' 

«By this time he had lighted his cigar^ 
and, giving a puff, he coolly inquired, with, 
out noticing my reply, " Will the gentleman 
make coatees and straw hats ?" 

"Gude guide us, Mr. Hoskins .* • what do 
you mean V* 

«> Win he keep tavern ?" 

'< Me keep a public, Mr. Hoskins 7^ 

" Then if you do n't," said he, giving a 
cool methodical puff, '^the devil may spit 
brimstone on you by the gaUon,' If you ain't 
as flat as the walls of Jericho, either asa<daad 
or* a ruined duck, before a thunder sours my 
wife's beer in June after next. Look .y% 
Squire, this he;e land of youw ain't^a farm in 
Jensey State — I allow that — but this Belman* 
del town ha'n't got nothing for trade." 

•' Well," replied I, eageriy discerning somes, 
thing of his meaning ; " well, what then?" ^ 

"Cockles and crab-fish! sha» n't you 
Bterve r*' 
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«< Bat Pm no fetft,** wu my aMwer, in a 
light tnaiiner, '* for I have boon making my 
mieuUtions too." 

I then ezponnded to him that I was aenai* 
ble the land I had taken waa not enough to 
bring np a fandly apon» bnt that I had seen 
from the beginning I could tevive my aeed 
business to great advantage ; for the country 
round waa fast aetding, and seeds would be 
in request, so that with them, and implements 
of agricoltare, I reckoned ray chance pretty 
fair. Moreover, I intended to send one of 
the boys to learn store-keeping, and the other 
to be a millwright. 

While I was thns explaanuig to him my 
views and intentions, he looked all the time 
very steadily at me with the tail of his eye : 
and at the conclusion without taking the cigar 
from his lipe, he said : 

«« Well, I have heard more folly i" and put- 
ting his hand on my knee, and looking up in 
my face, he addad, " I guess the Squire will 
do yet, for I 'gin to reckon his head in't a 
pumpkin ; and now that I see how the cat 
jumps, J wonH be a-setting on the fence no 
longer." 

By this time I could perceive he had soma 
intention of making me a proposal of business, 
inasmuch as sitting on the fence means look, 
ing on in' neutrality from a rail at qthers fight* 
ing. 

Just as we were in this conjanctnre of our 
discourse, a great shout arose out of doors, 
which caused us to rise hastily to see what 
was the matter, thinking, from the noise, both 
«if men and dogs, that probably a deer had 
shpwn itself in 5ie village, and was trying to 
regain the woods. But scarcely had we look- 
ed out, when, lo ! a most tremendous he-hear 
hove in sight, rushing straight toward usi 
with eyes like burning coals, and its white 
tusks terrible to see. I ran for an axe, the 
boys for the guns, and Mr. Hoskins armed 
himiBelf with a balk, that waa to be a rafter 
in the addition we were making to the house — 
the dreadful creature still coming furiously on» 
'grumbling as hoarsely as an earthquake, the 
eettlera pursuing him with axes, and blud. 
geons, and muskets. 

We placed ourselves behind the comer of 
the home as he came raging along ; the boys 
fired at the same time, but did no execution. 
Mr. Hoskins, with the rafter, struck him mxch 
a vehement blow, that it ought to have bro- 
ken bis back, but it only served to make him 
ran fiercer. He turned on the old man, hug. 
gad him in his paws — another similar em- 
brace, and he had squeezed the soul out of 
his body. Luckily, however, I had the axe, 
with which I houghed thebrute at one stroke, 
as if it had been an Irish cow, and laid him 
down on his side sprawling, leaving Mr, Hos- 
ins free. By this time the pureuers had 
ome up, and they, having finished the work, 
were preparing to carfy off the carcase to skin 
it ; but the old maii^ rocoVering from his 



alarm, though hlwas atiU writhii)g on the 
ground, called to them to desist, for the akin 
of right belonged to him^ and turning to mOi 
he added : 

" Well, I guesa 'at 'ere creetre waa the 
powerful'st thing ever had hold of me : it Was 
ridiculous strong," 

CHAPTER X. 

*< He*U mU for a pock hone; 
What can he else T— Advenity ti with him.** 

Fkox the time Mr, Hoskins came.to BtbeL 
mandel the weather had been veijr bad, even 
for the season ; scarcely a day passed with^ 
out violent storms of wind and rain;, the 
hugest trees were blown (|Qwn« and the roa4s 
so flooded, that traveUing vifas, in a manner, 
suspended. He was in consequence obliged 
to stay with us much longer than. he had ori^ 
ginally intended : indeed! this must have been 
the case had the weather continued ever so 
fine ; for he suflered so ^ev^rely from . the 
grasps of the he-beart that I was. apprcbea- 
sive he had sustained some deadly inward 
iiyury. It proved, however, not so, though 
he was much hurt ; for by the time the snow 
began to appear, he was able to walk about, 
and he spoke of remming to Vermopt. 

In the mean time we had pretty welf assort- 
ed our ideas about a joint concern in a siQaU 
seed and notion store. He was to advance 
five hundred dollars to enable ,me to furnish 
it.; and a prospect soon opened ot doing so 
with great advantage, as I shall pres^Uy xe. 
late. 

I have already informed the courteoua 
leader that Olympus was injudiciously located 
in a swampy hollow — and that for some time 
before my arrival there it had ceased, as die 
settlers said, to progress. No new inhabit, 
ants came, and many <if those who had been 
enticed to it at the jBoranienepment of the set. 
tlement were then talking of changing. In 
fact, it was plainly ordained to be soon a 
wastage ; for the liouses received n« repair ; 
few windows, if any, in tha towp had a whole 
pane in them. It was i^ puzzle to imagino 
where the old hats were all found that served 
as substitutes for glass. 

Among others of the Olympians who had 
determined to leave the place in the spring, 
with the intention of returning to Utica^ was 
one Ezra .QuinceyJN'ackets, who kept both 
store and tavern. He had all the summer 
and autumn been afflicted with the ague, and 
was much out of heart with every woridly 
thing. ^ 

One day, while talking with Mr, Hoskins 
on the ensuing abandonment of Olympus 
town, I happened to mention^ that X thought 
if we went warily and betimes'to work, we 
might make a gooid operation with Mr. Nack« 
ets, who was in no spirit to stand the. control 
versies of business, and, I doubted not, would 
be billing to swap the goods in his store od 
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ansir tetxnB, Tbia Jed ua to 9ift the condition 
of his circumstances ; and it was agreed we 
ahoidd try to obtain an inkling of his views 
tad ejy^otationa. . 

In tbia a&ir it was determined that, before 
leaTiiiig n8» Mr* Hoaldns should go to Olym. 
P9»i and bold some diacooxaeyin a quiet way, 
with neighbor Nacketa on the subject: bat 
tbo aebeaand ails which he still soUered from 
tae fraiemal squeeze of citizen Bruin tendered 
the undertaking somewhat incommodious; 
ao that, after waiting a weeki and holding 
some farther counsefiing, it was finally ar- 
ranged that I ^ould go to Olympus and heave 
the lead. 

Accordingly, .taking advantage of the first 
fine day, I set out in Mr. Hoskins's wagon, 
l^ltk his span of horses, omnipotent creatures, 
jw he called them, which be bad brought witR 
him to selly if he could. Considering the 
aitato of the roada at that period of the year, it 

^gtigbthavefbeen thought I would have gone -. _. 

on horaebaok'; but I was as to riding like the^ the two strangers were stirring. 

Xfisbgeatleman, who doubted if he leoold play 

xm the. fiddle, never having tried it. Qut, ^ 

it had not been for the brag of' saying I, had 

travelled 



la a wagoO) X, might as well haye 
g^ne on shanks naigie, for- we had two cap,, 
fiizes before we got to the end of our day's 
jonmey, and when I did at lust reach Olym- 
pus, my bips and knees were both black and 
blu^andlcouldscarpely lift a limb. The 
lie-bear had not made uncle Hoskins sorer. 

I put up at Nacketa' tayern for the conve- 
aiianoe oC falling into conversation with him, 
when an oppoftanity might ofier in the course 
of the eyeniog ; but after I had warmed n^y- 
eelf at tbe bar-f oom* fire, and had taken some 
mfreahment, I felt n^yself so tired and batter- 
led^. that I was. obliged to forego my intent, 
and retire for the night. Lucky it was I did 
.aOi for the hapd of Providence was soon made 
jnanifest in assisting me^ 
. .The chamber into which I was sbown for 
tbi/B night ,was a laige room in the upper part 
of the house, a mason-lodgeit adorned with the 
lemblems and enaigns of the craft. It con- 
.tainhd twelvo beds, six along each side, with 
but small spaces between, and was altogether 
an uncomfortablerlooking dormitory, especial- 
ly to a man who had been used to the priva. 
py of his own hquse. .^- 

As there was apparently no other guest that 
night in the tavern, I had my choice of the 
b^ds, and I selected one in a snug comer be- 
hind the door, across the foot of which I made 
a. afireen with my clothes, on a winter dyke, 
so that, I.was in a sense almost as much apart 
fr/fm the general commonage of the chamber, 
as 4f I bad been in a separate room. 

I had not been long under the blankets, 
wbiAi I fell asleep ; how long I remained in 
that state were hard to tell ; it must, howev- 
er* have been some considerable time, for 
^Wban I awoke two persons were conversing 
near me. They occupied two of the beds op^ 



pesite to the foot of minO) and were earnestly 
discussing a matter of business, which I soon 
discovered waa near akin to that which had 
brought m3rself there.. 

As I was placed in a position to hear thepn 
without any aeeking or curiosity of minej I 
would not but hearken to what they < were say. 
log ; and I gathered from it, that Mr. Nackets 
was straitened, as they had some reason to 
believe, for ready money, and would be likely 
to sell his store-goods cheap, rather than swap 
or trade them. This news, though interesting, 
was yet not very pleasant, for it was part of 
my business to negotiate a swap of Mr. Hos- 
kins's omnipotent horses for some of the goods, 
and he valued them at one hundred and eighty 
dollars. 

Having heard in this providential manner 
how Mr. Nackets was situated, as well as of 
divers other matters useful to my purpose, I 
resolved to rise early in the morning, and to 
try what hand I could make of him before 

This I ac- 
cordingly did, and found him dejectedly 
swinging on his chair at the door cheek, just 
as the sun was peeping through the top boughs 
of the woods. I did not, however, go sheer 
at him — no, catch me at that — I had been top 
long in Tankee-Iand not to keep to windward, 
steering a moderate and methodical middle 
course. 

I told him honestly, that having heard he 
was about to quit Olympus, and was willing 
to dispose of his goods on easy terms, I was 
half.minded -to deal with him, but was not 
overly abundant in cash. He thereupon be- 
gan to complain of Olympus, wishing he had 
never seen it; and with the disheartened 
spirit of an invalid as hp was, the thought of 
carrying his goods back to Utica was a load 
above the burden on bis mind. I then gen- 
tly hinted at the fine horses which Mr. Hos- 
kins had consigned to me for sale, and how 
convenient they would be with the light wagon 
to carry him aiid his family to Utica, where, 
it could hot be doubted, he might sell them 
to great advantage--;and so we proceeded 
gradually, nearer and nearer at every turn of 
our talk, until we were fairly at close quar. 
ters. For I saw the poor man was dismayed 
with apprehensions, and I made it niy. endea- 
vor to cheer him, in which I so happily suc- 
ceeded, that, iu the end, he was convinced 
he could not do better than take the span of 
horses at two hundred and ten dollars valua- 
tion, and the wagon at seventy-five, as part 
Sayment for five hundred dollars' worth of 
ry goods, axes, and agricultural implements. 
And to make a clean job, we settled that he 
should eome with me to Babelmandel, with a 
wagon-load of the articles, and there,receive 
the balance of thejndhey. 

This operation, when I explained to Mc. 
Hoskins the particulars, wi|s in all points sO 
satisfactory to the old gentleman, that he com- 
mended my dexterity in the managemibni, as 
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CHAFTER XL 




In iboft, the <»cci«ioo wta 
M,mad he m ntdiM 



B«^ fr:ci Mr.Nirkett,bee«BK Icfv 
to Ran h-^'cae. H« nw, as he oftea said. 
• the acGLi sxat was a-^ ^i-sf to do,* and his 
iste^::cn Jt kitio^ to it fruaa Vermont when 
he cQQJd fet ks fim ihere sold, was, ererf 
tiaie we eocreraetl on i!se lobject, man and 
more stresztheced. We agreed* howerer, 
net to cpea store re*nlarlj before die spring, 
when we should have a proper place con. 
stFBcted, aod a right assortment of ^oods laid 
in ; at the same time we thought it would be 
a* well, not absfriately to abstain from sopplj. 
io^ the settlers who could pay ready money 
for sQch articles as we then had. Thus it 
came to pass, that he stayed with ns imtil the 
snow fell, with the first of whidi he set out in 
a sleigh to bring Mrs. Uoskins, and io dispose 
of his land and betterments. He had no cfaiL 
dren, and about this time he began to speak 
<>f tearing the balk of his property to my fam. 
3y, if they should happen to surriTQ himself 
aad wife. 

He had no(, howerer, leA ns above three or 
four days, when symptoms of a change began 
to appear in the settlement — so long as the 
public works, roads, clearings, &.c., underta. 
ken be the specidators, had continued to give 
emplojrment and wages to the sdttlere, every. 
thing went on prosperously, and even for some 
time after the seasonable suspension, no visi- 
ble diminution of their contentment and in- 
dustry was discernible. Bat the savings of 
their wages were at last exhausted ; the se- 
▼erity of the winter caused a greater outlay 
among them for clothes than the most provi. 
dent were prepared for ; and so general was 
the distress in in consequence, that the agent 
grew seriously alarmed, lest the settlement 
should be broken up. 

In this crisis, one day when the agent came 
to see how we were getting on, he entered 
my house, and familiarly taking a stool by 
the fire, spoke to me of his anxieties, point, 
ing out how detrimental any considerable de- 
sertion would be to the speculation, espe. 
cially following so close upon the heels of the 
failure at Olympus. 

I sympathized with him, but I was natu- 
rally more affected by the description he^ave 
roe of the condition of several poor families 
he had just visited, lamenting his inability to 
afford' them adequate assistance. Here, 
thouglit I, is an end iDf the golden dreams 
that I tod Mr. Hoskin*. have been dreaming. 
I aaid nothing, however, of ray fears to hiro, 
but continued to discuss with him the means 

w^ 
in 



I had dMribnted 



wMfc conunuea to QISCUBS Wiui mm luc mecu* 

of remedying the present evil. He w* 
A«eply perplexed, * difficulties ii 



ks 
it 

At last, 1 faappoMd u» nhwnij, ih^t if be 
wooid aend in a supply of punjajom to die 
village* there wosU be tern eaose for anxiety 
as to other neeeBarier ; and thearmjglit be 
aad eh a f gt J on aceoant ^galMC 
those who receive iheim, till thef had time to 
wipe off* the debt by their labor in the amn.. 
mer. This notion eonaoited «ilh hirown ; 
and before ha lefk tlie Tillage, it was agraed 
that 1 shoaU take ehaiga of the dtstiibtitimi 
whea iheprovisioiia antred. 

I have been the more parlicidar in men- 
tioning this trifling casualty, as it may seem, 
becausr oot of it — mnstaid seed, as it may 
well be likened to— epmng the great tree of 
my snbseqnene prosperity. For in the disCti. 
ontion I acquitted myself so mneh to thtf pur. 
poae, giving all satisfaction, both to the set. 
tlen and the agent, that it came to pass, as 
will in dae time be mentioned in the-aoqtiel, 
I teeeived from him a permanent trnat which 
redounded both to my credit and profit. It 
was a business, nevartheleas, not to ba cov^ 
eted by the pitiful and humane ; for many of 
the settlers had numerotas families of little 
children, and it was plain to see that it would 
be long before they could pay their debts ; it 
was, indeed, a heart-breaking thing to Bend 
away, in a bitter cold morning, amall treep- 
ing and shivering bairns, with the bags empty 
that they had hrought, poor tilings, to get a 
modicum of flour for their breakfasts. 

A grievance of anoUier kind, a epii>ita«l 
hunger, fell upon us about the same tim^. 
While the roads were bad We saw but seldom 
either priest or preacher; but when the 
sleighing began, we had one evory Sunday, 
and sometimes two. I cannot say that I 
thought moch'either of their doctrine or their 
orthodoxy: conddering, however, that wa 
were like Elijah in the wilderness, it be^ 
hoved ns to be thankful for die food the ra- 
vens brought to us ; at least, it would have 
been far from me to have complained; '^r I 
regarded the occasional visits of a clerg3rmaft 
as having a salutary influence on the minds 
of the people, estranged as we were from ja. 
risdiction of laws and magistrates. 
' But it was not so among the settlers in gen. 
eral; they "began to have their favorites, and 
schisms arose among them, and cointroversies 
grew to such a pitch, that, among' other oa. 
lamities we were weekly threatened with a 
holy war : all this gave the agent and the bet 
ter order of the settlers much hi'olesttttion ; 
andthey were pleased to say, had it not been 
for my temperate handling, they did liof 
know what the upshot of such an unruly 
spirit might have been. 

In that business I had, however, but fknaU 
merit ; all I did was to speak quietly to the 
wives when- they came for their provisioitt, 
advising them to smooth the birssea of their 



tAWKIE TODD. 



63 



U 



tmibtad^ when ii»y «aw them tisiog in ar« 
gBBMiit about < points of dectrine« aasuting 
1k6m that ia due aeaaon we should .havs a 
ohnrch of our own, and a proper and well. 
odMeated divtoe to comfort tis. fiat although 
thk served toimiiigate ihe contentioBs, it £d 
not entirely quench them ; some of ibfi mea 
sp^ke as if they; had been brought up at the 
footstool of GamaUeiy and were fain ta have 
it laid down as a law, that when our church 
was built.. we: ahould have a preaeher who 
nfeould please every body. Altogether, diat 
fiMt'winter^ what with the distress, the dis. 
comliBrts of our houses, and these retlgioas 
ftarpings, the frnits of idleness, was ve^y a 
aesne of tribttlation. Nor was it so in gen. 
eraUties only, but^iikewise.in particulars, and 
I sold say house had our full sinre of the dis. 
peasatioft. 

CHAPTER Xn. 

" He wp.8 » mftOi take him for all in all, 
I ne*er shall look upon his like again.'* 

. -DuRiKO the working season, the settlers, ap- 
peared singularly alike in character. I could 
observe nothing in those upon the road to 
whom I acted as boss, by which one man 
could be djatioguiahed fion^ another, save a 
little more alacrity and good humor in some 
than in othars.; but. as the season advanced, 
pecuKa^ities became more evident, and aev- 
eral who had attracjte4 no attention while em. 
ployed, proyed in .their leisure quite a difier. 
ent sort of people to what I had set them 
down for. On^ n^AA in, particular, whom I 
thoi^t a well'disposed, industrious creature, 
became a perfect pest. It is not in the power 
pf tongue or pen to describe the trouble that 
mm» John Waft,gaye me : not that there was 
any evil inclination about him, for, to. speak 
|he pUin tru^, he was an honest, well-mean- 
ing bodie *, but he neither could .see or do 
anything whatever, without breaking in upon 
my time to summer and ..winter aboi^ it. 

He ^as a queer* odd-looking, west.country 
Scotchman, past the middle of life, a little — 
I should say, declined into the vale of years. 
Jn his ffiBBeral appearance, as to dress, iie was 
somewhat more respectable than the con4i- 
ti^,of -his menns, poor man, altoge^ar jus. 
tified i but it was a token of the considera- 
tion in which he had been held amqng his 
oeighhoi^. at home, and evinced a desire to be 
well thopght of by his new aequaiotance. 

It could not faie said he was a very sensible 
man ; indeed,. the cause of my taking notice 
of Hm here was his want of sense.; he 
was suph. a thorn in mg side ! But he had a 
way of looking up frpm beneath h|a brpws, 
and .the brim Qf his hat, and came so wh^. 
peri«g^ about^his purposes, that until he was 
found put by experiance, most people ima. 
gioed he jiOBsessed a • creditable deptk .- of 
iw^Mttt; Khey ofte^, however,, afterward 
wondered what had become of it 



. The first time I had a faste of his charac- 
ter was shortly after Mr. Hoskins had left us, 
some three or £9ur days it might be. He 
came<4n the twilight, in a jocose, familiar 
way, and gradually, as we were discoursing 
of this and that together, drew his seat nearer 
and nearer to mine* 

^ Mr. Todd," said he, patting me gently on 
tlie arm, as he bent forward 89 as to occupy 
my ear, though only my. wife and our two 
daughters were present, and busy with their 
household thrift; "Mr/ Todd, I would fain 
have a solid crack with you concerning s 
something that has been long on my mSid, 
for I look upon you as a wiselike man, and 
of a capacity to give advice in a case of jeop. 
ardy." 

I replied, it was pleasant to hear he had so 
good an opinion of nie, and that I was in. 
clined at all times to serve and« assist my 
neighbor to the best of any small ability I 
possessed, either of head or hand. 

<* Then, what would ye think of my taking 
up a* wee bit shoppie — ^not a store with a 
world of a' things, like what I hear you and 
Mr. Hoskins have pactioned to open in the 
spring, but just a convenience in a corner, as 
a b^die may say V 

This, it must be allowed, was a trial of my 
candor; and really, to confess the truth, I 
was disposed to Imve peppered my answer. 
However, a soft word is best when it can be 
given ; so I honestly told him, that I did 
think a small store of the kind he proposed 
might be serviceable both to himself and the 
settlement, managed with prudence and dis. 
cemment. 

. "Tm sure,'* said he, "ye lay me under 
a great obligation for the hint, and 1*11 cer. 
tainly follow your advice." 

*"Nay>nay, Mr. Waft," cried I, in a terror, 
" ye'll no make me responsible in the matter ; 
I gave i^u np bint ; and as to advising you 
Xo enter into a business that may hurt my 
owu^ I'm not so destitute of discretion." 

" It's a misunderstanding, Mr. Tudd, it's a 
misu|)derstanding," said he, " and I'm con- 
cernt for'i i but don't be alarmed ; for how 
could I think of rivalling a man of your abil- 
ities, even had I the means,, as I have not ? 
The worlds however, is wide enough ibr us 
both, and neither will get more in it than our 
ordained fortunes." 

This wais so like a moderate and sensible 
observation, that I was vexed with myself for 
having been so tart with him, which caused 
me to soften and become more condesc,end. 
ing. We then conversed for some time on 
general topics, and especially on the prospects 
of the settlement. 

" Ay," said he ; << talkifig of that, if I may 
be so bold as. t» enquire in the way of cor. 
diality and friendship, what do you tbiak, Mr. 
Todd, would be the .meet advanti^eoi)^ ae- 
socynaAt .of goods ibr me to lay in fpr my 
proposed bit shoppie ?** ' 
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** I woold be thanlifiil to know that toy- 
•eir,** reptfed I ; ** azid to be plain with yon, if 
I did, I would not tell jou.*' 

** To be sure, you are under no obligation," 
waa hia anawer ; " but I did not mean ony. 
Aing for a store, I waa only going to inquire 
if you would adviae a judicious selection of 
spiders and frying-pans." 

*' I would advise a judicious seleciioh of 
every thing," waa all I could aay, my temper 
beginning to be a little crisp, for spiders and 
frying.pans formed no inconsiderable portion 
of the spec I had made with neighbor' Naek. 
eta^ at Olympus. 

•* It's really moat encouraging,** said h^, 
*' to be so countenanced by a man of your 
experienee and discernment Mr. Todd ; but 
don't you think I might venture on a dozen or 
two of shovels and spades, and as many axes?" 

Was ever such impudence heard of? It 
almost took away my breath, for, saving six 
casks of nails, a few locks and hihges, to- 
gether with two bales of blankets, ' and a 
crate of crockery ware, these were the very 
articles I had bought from Mr. Nackets, and 
upon which I considered the penny was like, 
liest to be soonest and easiest turned. But 
he waa not yet done. 

"What would you think," he added, of 
my ordering a buil of blankets, a cask or 
two of nails, and a few locks and hinges 7 
No house, ye ken, can be made habitable 
without them." 

At this turn of the conversation,! chanced 
to recollect how I had been trepanned, and 
my brains stolen, by Mr. Finhom, the Aber- 
denian haddock, as I should caH him ; and I 
could no longer endure such meddKng. The 
senseless body, however, drowned all, by 
saying — 

**I see, Mr. Todd,'ye're qo in a disposi. 
tion the night to be cordial. I'm sure all 
thought of offence was far froM me, but I 
waa curious to hear what sort of aHicles yfc 
had bought froih Mr. Nackets, and having 
now a good guess of what they are, Pll 
trouble you no farther for the present. You 
need not, however, be afraid ; I have no in- 
tention of setting up aAi opposition store ; I 
just propounded the project that I might expis. 
cate some kindK>f satisfaction to my curioaityi" 

Was there ever such a bodie ? To be all 
the time making a fool bf me, and I nevei* to 
Buspect him, which shows the danger of talk, 
ing with poisons who have not' common sense. 
I never could think of him aftel^vttrds and 
keep my temper, and yfeft it was permitted 
that he should afflict me rhany days, as I 
shall have often enough c^use to relate. 

CHAPTER XIII. ' . [ ' 

•*TbMe'bonbrs 
V ' Ij€h jbalf their woith by beinir.sbarad with hiin." 

BsFoBx the rigor of tho winter began to 
tdent, and the moyr to slip awfty <at Ibogeiitle 
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coming of the spring, I had many, oppoitonu 
ties of obaei^ngfhecharftetiBrand'^Uq^oalflfltt 
of the Bottlera among whom pay lot was ent i 
and it waa often the canae of heavy thoaglrti 
to me, in the meditatiovkt of my aotifary 
walks, to see ho^ the habits of ordeilineas, 
which many iiad brought with them were 
daily slackening. 

In Mt. Herbert, ^o was prospering in bis 
school to the fullest extent of etery reaaonaJ 
ble expectation, we had obtained a great 
blessing ; but the gracious inflneneea of his 
ealin and excdient methods reaehed not be« 
yond the children : we still required « voicd 
of authority among the parents; not tha4<fla-* 
grant offences prevailed, bnt every one d«l 
too much according to the pleasure -of fads 
own will. The men were gi'owing more 
coarse and familiar in their langusgv than 
consisted with decorum ; and the wonentool^ 
less heed, both of their appearance and ap- 
parel, than betokened a whtolosome sense of 
propriety. 

This falling off, So visible in the do-well- 
enough expedients of the slatternly days of 
winter, either was not visible, or had not been 
heeded, during the fine Weather ; but be^s 
the frost broke up, it waf too plain that the 
corrosion which roughens the inhab^ahta of 
the backwoodf was beginning to show hself 
among us. 

For some time, I thought it was owing to 
the lack of magistrates, and stirred with tfad 
agent of the settlement to get a justice of the 
petite tppointed ; bnt a difficuky arose which 
I had not foreseen, neve^ hairing, till this pe. 
Hod, meddled in political matters. I had 
imagined, that by the help of a good recom. 
mendation and a fair character, no objedtroni 
would be made, in such a needful ease an 
Ours, to an appoiiitment of me, or som^ other 
sober character; but it turned out, that jus- 
tices of the peice could only beVniide through 
the iustnimemality of the supervisors -^f tfie 
towns, and judges of the county courts ; bo 
that at this time, no supervisor having been 
appointed for Babel mandei, ntid as die agent 
and the majority of the judges wSfre pulling 
opposite ends of the poetical rope, in th* 
presidential question, my stirring waa of a6 
avaii. 

I then proposed, that the settlers themselvM 
should elect one or two discreet members oi 
our own community to act as magistratcfs, till 
ihe lawful time should come round for the 
eleetion of a supervisor ; dnd, after i good 
deal -of practicing in the old way on such oc- 
cetsions, I and that bodie John Waft, wet« 
chosen.' Little did T think, while Iims so 
zealously tterdhg myself jvs hono pubtieo, 
that I was building a pedestal fof the exalts: 
tion of hftt : I have never felt such a Wet 
blanket before or 83me, as was thrown npon 
my pride, when I heard who had been Iftlect^ 
ed my colleague. I was really half detSA. 
Mined not to a^ with him ; atkd it may'lM 
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gVMsed what I had to expect during odr cb- 
magistracyi by what took place the very first 
ntght, ' 

. In tbd evening^, as I was sitthag with my 
famUy round the fire, hearing the children 
tepeat their lessons, there came a catiny 
knuckle knocking at the door, so gentle, that 
It was not at Sltst noticed. Being, however, 
tepeatecf, one of the girts opened the door, 
and Who should look in, With his two litde 
twiftkling eyes glrnimering in the glimpse of 
the light fi-om under his brows and the brim 
pr his hat, but neighbor Waft ! * 

•• May I come in ?*' said he ; for by this 
iime he began to suspect that^I hiid not just 
sufeh b high opinion of him 9^ he was fain I 
ahbuld enterta;in. 

** JuBt as ye like, Mr. Waft," was my dry 
answer ; so he came forward slouchingly, yet 
Wueerty smiling, and taming round, he warily 
vbut the door, for it was a cold night. He 
began, taking' at tl^ same time a seat — 
J ' *< Wecl, Mr. Todd, this is a dreadful story 
they have gotten up coUcetuing you and me.** 

•* And who 's they V* said I. 
* ^Tlie whole town," quoth he. 

*'Ajr ! ahd what 'ri the story?" 

" Ye'Il may l3e no' like to hear 't." 

'•'To be sure, it *8 no* pleasant to hear the 
ill that 's said of ud behind our backs ; but 
what is 'tf • 

'•It's thoiii^ht, you know, that you and 
me are not on socn good terms es we ought 
to be.** 

' *'Kdt posi^ble I I have always thought we 
were on better." . 

"Ah, that's ^he cause o*t: ye will ha'e 
yoar Jokes,' come what may — ^yea, ye 're a 
Ik iny ttian — oh, but ye are very funny, Mr. 
Tjtfd.*' ^ ■ 

Was it not dreadful to hear, and be obliged 
to endure, such provocative language 7 But, 
to tuni the course of his impertinence, I said 
somewhat tartlv, "Well, but what is this 
«tory7»» • 

" For my part," replied the teasiog'^lague, 
*'I just laughed at him; and f hope, Mr. 
T^d, ye 'U nave command of temper enough 
to be able to do the same,' with ^e help of 
an endeavor, for reittf it *b not worth while 
to be vexed about. There tre just two things 
a man should never be angry at — what he 
can M^ ajad what hj cannot help: now 
neither you tioi .me ban help what the world 
ehooaes to say of us." ] 

It was hardly possible to endure this before 
my family ; but tha%mft of it was, that al. 
Ao^ it riiade ro« at (jutek as a gunpowder 
DAiflier, it ttekled my wife to such a degree 
Ihit ihebe^an to smile, for she was naturally 
af « fcedatfit New England quietude of dispo. 
Moftl, and it was not a ^tle that moved her 
to merrimenti 

••W%ll, well," a«fd I peevishly, •we'W 
liot«n pblloe6phers like you, Mr. Wlift: but 
wh«t i» tUi tal» «f tnah?*' 



XJpflta which he threw a cunning wink r«t 
my wife, and putting his head close to mine, 
witheat looking at me, save out of the comer 
of his queer e'e, he said, as it were in a whis. 
per, but loud enough for every one in the 
house to hear — 

" They say I have been elected for fun, to 
keep you in hot water. What do you think 
of that 1" giving me at the same time such a 
whack on the back as almost took my braath 
away, and set both my wife and all my chil- 
dren a^laughing. However, I so restrained 
myself as to say, with a kind of jocularity, 
" I wouM have liked it better had it been a 
little softer." 

After this epeoimen of my colleague's sense 
and manners, it was not to be expected we 
sl^uld work very happily togedier. But I 
was not to be driven from a useful purpose, 
because of the ill choice of the settlers ; for 
whether he was elected by accident or in de-* 
riaioni could not ehange the causes which 
had moved me to set the election on foot. 
So, although I was a good deal chagiined by 
his familiarity, I yet put the best face I could 
en it, and joined in the laugh, but it was with 
a httsky throat. 

CHAPTER XIV. 



" Want you a man 



II : 
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Experienced in the world and its afiain ? 
Here he it for your purpose.*' 

In the course of a few days after the elec^ 
tion, Mr. Hoskins and his wife, with a great 
cargo of wares and other notions in their 
wagons, arrived froni Vermont. They had 
been upward of three weeks on the road, and 
the old lady had suffered greatly from the 
joltings of the croesways in the journey; not 
had her husband endured less, but, being a 
man of few words, we heard less of it. I saw, 
however, that he moved with anguisb,-Bnd 
was not for some days even disposed to enter 
into conversation, but went crippljng about 
the door with his hand on his hip, uttering 
every now and then a sharp and peevish "Ah !'* 

At last, he said one morning, " This will 
not serve ; we must set to work ;'* and then 
he told me what he had brought for the store, 
having* sold his farm and betterments to good 
advantage. Accordingly, the first thing to be 
dene was to get the town lot, which we had 
previously chosen in the area alloted for the 
market-place of the Tillage, cleared, and to. 
contract for the erection of a building suita- 
hie for a store ; all this was soon done. In 
the course of leae than a fortnight we were in 
possesiion, and furnishing ourselves with a 
goodly display of real articles, very different 
from the brickbats and knobs of wood with 
wMeh my first itore in New Yovk was so 
ereditably adorned ; for Mr. Hesklns, ae lbs 
reader already knows was a man of aab>* 
stance, and bn>ught with hhn more than threa 
thousand dollan' worth of exoeUent goods, 
aetooted with sagaeity. 
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LAWEIB TOBD* 



From the beginniDg of time, there had not 
beeo such a store as oan opened for maoy.a 
mile eroand ia the cpuatry* of which Babel, 
maodel was the centre ; nor was it long till 
we Mt the profitable effects of keeping back 
the merchandise purchased at Olympus* for 
by so doing it caused the setders to talk con- 
cerniog us and our plans, and restrained many 
among them from sending for supplies else, 
wherej and to hold off from buying until they 
should see what our general assortments were 
likely to be. In short, it was soon evident 
that a bright morning had opened oa me and 
mine, and that the difficulties I had met with 
in New York on my return from the farm in 
Jersey, were among the means which Prbvi. 
. denee had appointed to repair my condition, 
and to double the prosperity of my latter days, 
like as was done to the patient Patriarch of 
old. Bat unless the reader is an amateur of 
buying and selling, it would afford him but 
•mall pleasure to speak of the details of our 
proceedings across the counter; let it then 
suffice, that he knows 1 was content with my 
prospects, and if we were not making money 
like slate^tones, as the auld Scotch wife said, 
we were turning the penny. 

It must have been observed, in the course 
of reading the foregoing pages, that I was 
what may be said, both in shifts and discern, 
nents,' more of a townman than a pastoral 
rustic. I was bred mechanical ; my natural 
defects and infirmities gave me no capacity 
for superiority in controversies of strength. 
The arm of fiesh was not mine, nor the vigor 
of comeliness in my looks, like as in those of 
Samson ; but I was favored, as many thought, 
with a discerning spirit, and thereby possess, 
f d an urbane wisdom of great efficacy in 
managing men according to their own inter- 
ests. Thus it came to pass, that as the busi- 
ness in the store continued to thrive, I took 
less and less heed of my farm of fifty acres : 
but I did not altogether neglect it ; on the 
contrary, before the year was done, I began 
to look forward to it as a policy and pleasure, 
for the recreation of my leisure. 

In this acknowledgment, the intelligent 
leader has received a hint that X was- likely 
to take a part in the municipal proceedings of 
Babelmandel.--aswe would have said in other 
..days, in the Society of the Friends of the 
People— which was the plain fact. The store 
became the rendezvous of the inhabitants; 
ftnd, if statesmen could have overheard how 
»&irs of governments and nations were han. 
dM there, many of them would have had but 
fNfcle opinions of their own wisdom. 
. B«ng thus by accident, and without seek- 
ing of. my owpi placed in the centre, and 
made the oracle df the inhabitants, and, more. 
over, having a sort of positive authority by 
my tempoiary magistmcyf ayoiptpms began 
to kithe that I was ordained for gfsater touts 
—at last I thought so myself, and considered 
it necessary to keep aloof from the cabals and 



• 

factions of the place ; for I need not say, tkat 
in America, as well as elsewhere, no place is 
so small a cabal cannot be bred in, nor a head 
80 inexperienced as not to be able to give a 
great deal of trouble. 

One afternoon, during which there had 
been a contentions conversation in the store 
among some of the setders, chiefly Ameri. 
<^ns, as to whether Great Britain or the Uni- 
ted States waa the moet refined nation, I 
thought with myself, in walking home in tlio 
evening, what a wastrie of time was caused 
by the inconsiderate talk of uninformed men ; 
and it was on that occasion I fiist had a 
glimpse of the real and pecuniary benefit that 
was conferred on the world by leading men's 
minds i^om profidess topics to luigher ooa- 
cems. Accordingly, seeing how I had failed 
ia my endeavors about the magistracy, X rd. 
solved to try my hand with the clergy, for 
hitherto the settlement had been only now 
and then visited by strolling, MethodiBts, an^ 
those sort of cobblctexts who, being inde. 
pendent themselves of learning and solid 
knowledge, naturally take upon them to in- 
struct the ignorant in what m&y be eajledihe 
religion of the Independents — a sect I efluld 
never respect, inasmuen as pi^tical reljgionip 
what they cannot understand ; (or practical 
religion wasin iny father's house held to be 
the best proof of a right dieology, and, in- 
deed, without religion be practical, what is 
it but a shackle and a fetter grinding nnto the 
flesh. 

Thps do litde things beget great onesw 
My reflections that night, though not for soi^ 
time carried into effect, yet led me to det^r^ 
mine on using the means to bring to the sej^ 
dement a true orthodox and salutary preacher. 
Before, however, so great an achievement 
was accomplished, several accidents befel me^ 
which, without changing the current of my 
ordained destiny, troubled the waters, and 
made roe .feel, the uncertainty which attenda 
the life of n^an« and sensible to the sUghtneas 
of the filmy thread on which his happinefs 
and prosperity depend. 
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CHAPTER XV. 



" Here** a weapon now, 

BhaSS ilmke a conquering general In hb (tet, 
A roonaich on liis throne, or xasok a pralata, 
However holy be hi? oflfteai, 
E*en while he serrea tho altar." 

That Mr. Hoskins,. my wife's nnele, wie 
a stirring and adventurous old Yai|Jke«b 
shrewd in ohfervation, and oagacionainfoier 
sight, has been already seen. Hi^viiw Mfr. 
ded with me ahout the store, our goodsMnf 
assorted, and my eldest son Charles appoint* 
ed to be my assistant, he began to |>e oe.cu^ 
pied with some speculation whic^ more near . 
ly eoneemed himself; but he nMd notfatBg tp 
me concerning it ; in4»ei, he ,wa% hut iiittU 
with us, being all day abroad, and, in the 
evening, greatly tired, he went early t9 bed. 



ll'^IB TOM. 



9t 



in tiie momiag he rose with the sun, and 
eonietiitiiBs, before going abroad , put an ali- 
ment of victual in his pocket ; on which oc. 
casions he. seldom returned before night. H^ 
was evidently making his caleulations, but 
for what purpose 1 could not divine, only I 
remarked that he had ceased to spea^L of rais- 
ing his houaei and more than once he expres- 



he should maka^lhe seow big enough to take 
us ali with him for a direraion to my wifo. 

It surprised me not a little to see the alac- 
rity with which he met this proposal ; for he 
was a man that iook but small pleasure in 
pastimes, being of a singularly absteniioiM 
nature, and eager only after the one thing 
needful in its worldly sense; He even went 



sed some doubt if the town had been So judi* far beyond his wife, proposing that we should 



ciously located as it might have been, by 
which, I was led to fear he would not remain 
long with us. 

By and by I discovered that his solitary 
rambles were chiefly' along the banks of the 
main river, and that he had been several 
fimea at the falls, over which I had so nar. 
rowly escaped from tumbling on that memo- 
rable night when I lost myself in the woods. 
'* What can the old gentleman be seeking ?** 
I often said to Mrs. H^kins and my wife ; 
and, to acknowledge the truth, I began to 
grow not overly well pleased that he should 
treat me with so little confidence. ** Can he 
be looking for a gold mine V* and upon this 
we built many a device for a hearty laughi 
intending to search his purpose with jocula- 
rity when he returned. But all jocularity 
was hushed when he came, for his counten- 
ance was thoughtful, and his speech costive ; 
he became a mystery and perplexity to us all. 

In the mean time, I was not without other 
anxieties ; my wifci notwithstanding all the 
pains I had taken to make our house snug 
and weather.tight, had suffered severely from 
the piercing winds of the dry frosty weather, 
and, as the spring came forward, instead of 
recovery from the chilliness they had sown 
in her blood, she felt symptoms of positive 
disease, and her spirits sank to a low ebb, so 
that nothing, cheered her but the interest she 
took in the way of household thrift, than by 
cheerful talk, pr those glimpses of motherly 
merriment wliich blitben the fireside. 

One day, about the end of April, she had 
been more dejected than I had ever seen her 
before, insomuch that Mrs. Hoskins herself, 
a 'sedate and discreet woman, spoke to me of 
her condition with concern, saying, that she 
thought we ought to try a phange of air a^d 
scene, and persuade her to move more about, 
and to forego for a time the cares of Jber 
householdry. 

While we were thus conversing, the old 
gentlen^aUt who had been absent all day, 
canie, in, sorely worn out with fatigue. ,He 
liad been, far down the bank of the river, and 
obliged, to toil' through a cedar swamp for 
several hours, by which his strength was ex. 
hausted. 

After he had rested himself, and had par- 
taken of some refreshment, he told us where 
he had been^ and. said he would have a sibow 
constiiicted to take him farther down the 



explore the river downward till we eame to 
an obstacle or a settlement, where we could 
obtain accommodation for the night. 

In the morning, with his Wonted, right- 
away activity, he set about getting a scow 
built for our voyage of discovery, and before 
night it was half finished. In tiie course of 
the following day it was completed ; and the 
ladies having in the mean time made an ade- 
quate prevision of provender, we assembled 
by break of day with our cloaks and baskets, 
at the place where the scow lay in the river, 
fastened by a rope to a tree. 

It was not itttemMl that we should have 
taken any of the children with us, but Mr. 
Hoskins called for Charles, just as we whn 
embarking, aaying, '* Well, I guess, that *ere 
boy may be commodious in a puzzle, if it 
please God we Are misfortAnate ; so, mister, 
come on board plump.'* 

His brother and two sisters were standing 
on the bank, looking wistfully and rueful as 
Charles wee untying the painter ; but I saw 
it would never do to take more of them, for 
though Charles might be useful in a trouble, 
or a shipwreck, they would only, in such ac- 
cidents, be a weight upon our hands ; and it 
was fortunate and wise that I repressed by 
that argument the importunity of the women 
to have the whole family in the ploy, as will 
be seen in the sequel. 

At last, all was clear for our departure. 
Charles had untied the rope, and was coming 
to us with the end of it in his hand, coiling it 
up as he came along, when who should keek 
from behind a tree, but that vexatious Bailie 
Waft, as he was by this time generally call- 
ed ? What he could be doing afoot at such 
an early hour, and how he came to be hoverv 
ing on our skirts, like an ominous augury ox 
othej^-uncanny thing, we had no time to cpn- 
aider* for he cried out — 

" Where away 7 where away ? Really 
you're early at your gallanting, Mr. Todd." 

. I was much nettled at this ; it chean overset 
my compoBity, and I did not deign to reply ; 
but called to Charles to make haste, pointing 
out to my wife at the sai;ne time, aa the scpw 
swung .round in the current, a cheerful vista 
^bwn the river, along which the young leaves 
wa|:e spreading their hands from tlieir boniea 
in the bud, to catch the rays of the, rispng 
sun ; for it was a beautiful spring mprning, 
and everything shone bright and gay, aaiur. 



This 
we had 



river» for his curiosity was not yet satisfied, ing ua of delight. But he was not to, be 



Wdj Mrs. Iloflkina to tell, him of whaL^Hu^ from his intent by an averted eve. 
id been speaking, and to suggest thhf^^^K, Todd, Mr. Todd !" he cried, follow- 
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iqf Of ^wn the bank, nnjbe icow, now feel, 
ing the current, began to tSide along. 

« Well, Mr. Waft, what ia't ye want 7" 
cried I, grinding my teeth with anger. 

** Take care of your?elf," replied he ; " I 
beg you'll take good care of yourself, for I 
bare had a dream—" 

Just at that moment the scow swirled away 
toward the opposite bank, and before I could 
make any reply, we were beyond his hearing : 
but certainly a more ill-timed salutation was 
never giyen to a man setting oat on a party of 
pleasore. It made me, in a sense, desperate ; 
tor what had I to do with his dreams? and 
what business had he to come on such an 
errand? It took away from me the power of 
enjoyment. Though the day was as lovely 
aa the first Saturday, and our sail was as If 
we had been sailing on the rivers of Paradise, 
yet my heartiness went from me, and a cloud 
OTorcame my spirit, all becatise that meddling 
body said he had a dream. 



CHAPTER XVL 

— ^"Alann*d, he sees the stceam 
That rippltug munnur'd chaofed to flciwing glosses, 
O'er whose tmooth silence slides the roughest wind : 
Loader and loader near* the roanng fall.*' 

JJoTWiTHSTANniNO the bowlet warning of 
that envious and spiteful body John Waft, as 
I had such good reaspn to think him, we con- 
tinned ta sail down the rippling stream, 
jocund, among ourselves, and joyous with the 
pleasant aspect which all things around us 
had put on. It was one of the few holidays 
of my ripened years ; and every breeze, and 
bough, and blossom recommended itself into 
our gentle senses with the influence df a spell 
compounded of sweetness and charity, delight 
and love. I thought of the beautiful spring 
described in the Canticles of Bolomon ; and 
SB I leaned on the shoulder 6f my wife, with 
my eyes half shnt, and my fancf floating in 
reverie, I had something like a palpable en 
J05rment'©f mildness and quiet fondling'abou 
ray heart 

But in the midst of that innocent sensna 
lity, the screech of the Paisley omeii, " I have 



dominionSf and all the JJiiited Statjis,^ ydth 
the incomparablo city or NWw-York to the 
bargain, had they been mine, not to have 
been in that scow on that river on that day. 

" I ha\e had a dream." The Devil dream 
you! thought I: what was it abput? and 
then I began to wish we had not been in auoh 
haste to shove ofl^; for that, perhaps, this 
dream was, after all, but a niist of the mind : 
why should it have had such an eflfect on me 7 
Av, why should it? 

iTust at the very moment laoid so, 'the scow- 
took a swirl in a narrow part, of the river, and 
whirling round and round as it rushed down 
a strong rapid, dashed my head with such' a 
bir against the branch of a prosttute tree, that 
I was for a space of time, as Mr. Hoskins 
said, as douced as a Tory carifion-ball in the 
ground at Bunker's Hill. 

However, I recovered from ^at contusion ; 
and having cleared the contumacious tree, 
we steered into a snug cove -a little farther 
down, and fastening the scow to the bashes, 
opened our baskets and began to eat. Whe- 
ther it was the dint on the head that knock- 
ed ** 1 have had a dream*' out of it, or that 
appetite, sharpened by the morning air, would 
not take cognizance of anything unsubstah- 
tial, may be made matter for a metaphysical 
question ; but assuredly I thought not of it 
while we were chuckling and churming.over 
our chickens j and when we loosened the 
rope, and launched again into the mid cur- 
rent, I was the primest of the party for an 
hilarious freedom of speech, till we came to 
a rough arid rude^ steep and vehement pas- 
sage of the river, a roaring rapid, almost a 
cataract. 

To shoot it seemed' impossible ; to reach 
the land was every moment becoming more 
and more impracticable. "I have had. a 
dream," flared across my mind ; there it is to 
be fulfilled, though I. On we were going; 
down to the bottom seemed Inevitable. Mr. 
Hoskins, in the crisis of jeopardy, saw ua 
nearing upon a rock. He flahg but his two 
hands like a Hercules, pushed the scow with 
such'^force from the rock, that before the most 
composed among us could say Jack Robin. 



had a dream," dismayed my spirit, and dark- fibn,l wcs clinging to the overhanging %raiich 



ened the' bisauties of the heavens and the 
earth. The deep smooth pools of the crys- 
talline riVer became black and sepulchral, 
vtnd the sparkling hurry of the brisk and 

' gladd«?hing tapids greW into ravenous Whiri- 
pbols, as remorseless as the salt'sea Waves ; 
who could have thought that the most felici- 
tous day' of a harmless life could havfe been so 
overcast by the dormant vapor in the stomach 
of 801 ill-fed ai^d fantastical old weaver? 
Butijb'itwks; I could not shake olf the 

•^bodement; it clung upon me Hke a' cold, 
waxcfn winding-she^t, until I cduld see no- 
thing b«t dangers in" our safling, and heard 
not *iaonnd that told ndt of peril. ' I was 
|D*wt«bIe J I VqvU hav? g?*<>n the k%'8 



of a tree, and this scow, with the ;ladies ' and 
Mr. Hoskins, was safe'in d little bay'scooffed 
out of the river's bank, crying to me to hold 



on. 



How if. was that I had so caught 'the braneh, 
no one could ever explain ; but the indcintro. 
vertiblfe fhct was; the scow had descended' a 
fall of more than five feet, artd thai in the 
descent under tk€ tree! had grtisped the stoop, 
ing branch, and was lifted out, as a child ia 
sometimes lifted from out its c^adl^ by cling- 
* ing to its nurse. .. " ' 

Though my situation was pierilbus, I Was 
not long in danger j by a little exertion, behig 
light cfh^df ahd lighter (^lin;b,,I got n|ibn 
the tree, anc^ clambered along' 'iiijti|t f could 
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diop upon the ground. Had I not cauae fbr. 
thankfulness on this occasion that I had been 
'foftnedWiA'atioh legeyityf 
' ' 8f thirfime'theday^wasprettjrfftradvtne- 
cfd : to imvigfate the scow back up the atftfam 
Wae e^t of the question ; to sail' farther no 
^<Aie cbtfld le^what ndght happen. The Htw 
wai^^rfcte'ffiid'de^p; the woods around were 
^wild'and uif known} we were all in a bad 
•'wajs and •* 1 haife had a dream" rung as the 
death-bell in my ears. Mr. Hoskina alone 
^^fvfts 06mpO8ed ; in the wlkole course of the 
'Voyage he said little, but- his quick eye was 
'glanelng and glimmering^ on all sides. At 
*vikH particular spot, where we had been so 
Ihelu'Iy shipwrecked, he looked studiouely 
'uimind, md said, pursing hie mouthy " This 
=inay do — but, but— it ain't a partiOttlarj" . 
" 'Ka^ni^ again embarked, we>. found the 
river broader ahd calmer, h had mastered, 
^itwottld^ say,- the drifli-wood and the fallen 
timber, and wtia hdldifig on its unimpeded 
'oou^se, tih powerful and majeatic stream. 
•' *^We))J 1 guess," said the old man, " there 
is tarnation more drowning in this here ai- 
iMgbty moderation, • than, in all them there 
^leHi and whirls we ha«e pasaad.*' 
"« t*^ imye had a dream,*' said the oraenlar 
monitor in my boeoif^; and! added aloud, 
»<* Iiist us keep near the shore.*' -^ 

" • Just at that nioment, ^ Hush \ hark !'* cried 
'tiie old man ; and we listened, and we beard 
^ sound as of many waves breaking oa a 
aanrdy shores or of the wind jsweeping through 

-4ll6f(M>e8f. 

- ^-t gueaV' said he,'** we're a-coming to 
''gteat'feUa; they tfre auokiag ua down." Mis. 

tBoekins grew mad and wild, and blamed us 
""-aft for being the eauseof herdeatruction; ttty 
^^poorpaHttnt^Hfe b^ld me by the hand aqd 

aaid nodking. Leonid mdy repeat to myself, 
-9* I haVeihid a dream." Mr* HoduBa alone 
' wmaiiied calm, cool 9a a cucumber ; but his 



eywigllmpsed about like the dyes of a splrft 
in jeopardy. 

Louder and loader loae die thunder of the 
cataract ; swifter and swifter our devoted yev- 
sel shot along, the treea flying past like the 
ahadows of a magic lantern. The spray of' 
the talk rose in a cloud before ua — ^we snw 
the wide basin into which they fell spreading- 
vaster - and deeper — ^we diecemed a smaU 
'hoiose far in the bottom beyond the foaming 
turbulence, and a number of people^. running 
toward the krink with terrified gestures, ap- 
palled at eur seeming inevitable doom. 

-Nothing, indeed, appeared in view capable 
of rendering us any assis^nce ;' nothing was 
within our reach to grasp at i all around was 
confusion, and waves, and foam, and before 
ua chaos and thunder. We sat silent; look- 
ing at one another, when in an instant Mr. 
Hoskins caught hold of a bough of a tree 
which had been uprooted, and lay in the 
ri'i^ unmoved, and cried to me also to lay 
hold. I did so; it was un wieldly and 
aground : it was our only hope and anchor : 
we held to it with the grasps of grim death. 
But the stRong current began .to move it; still 
we held on: at last it floated and sUded 
slowly, and, as it were, reluctantly ; but still 
we held on : our passage toward the brink of 
the fall was quiekening. Prated backward, 
aa it were, by the tree, or at least retarded, 
there.'Still appeared no chance of escape, whAn 
another mi^ty tree, within a few j^ards of 
the edge of the fall, suddenly fell down head- 
long, unrooted in the water. " Let go,*' cried 
Mr^ Heekina ; and, quitting our hold of the 
aunken tree, wo were, in a few seconds, 
alongside of that which had so newly .fallen : 
we caught hold; we clambered upon it with 
the yrildness of despair, and reached the land 
in safety. In another moment the tree was 
torn away by the furious waters, and, with 
the 8Cow> eaxrried ovei: the falls. 
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PART IV. 



All 



OHAFrea I; 



" f Stgp, Btop, John Gilpiti, hetB*» the hduae,' 
' W*jt ill at once do cfy ; 
I ... . M?he mnam wait*, aod we ate tired j'— 
^. ^ fii^d^i^w,'fi(o«jnI,!" 

- ^'$ttlv9liow come to the fourth part «f my 
r «vi^tf«ll liilf, iwhioh ahaE be velated with die 

same particularity and pmas thatitook with 
i'4hoee pans whiah have gone before ; both be- 
-''CMBe -the mait^ ia of great importance in it« 

ultfi aAd heoaiBaev ^01^ fortune went pfos. 

<per<Attl)r wiik^ney i was jnot-.ioaviBited by 
-■ fhiiae viciiMtndea wlqch are vouehaaiBd to 
< Wiln^iid»tkBi:the woald ia no coatinaed, city. 
maKmif oaoaped iioai th» per- 
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dition of the falls, the first thing I did waa to 
return thanks widi my wife and Charles for 
the wonderful salvation, and we invited Mi*, 
ftnd Mrs. Hoskins to join in the worship, not 
doubting they would gladly do so. But the 
old lady declined, making an excuse whioh 
waa siiHPdar, to the efiect that she never 
could think of saying her prayers in the open 
air ; her hnsband's reply was stilligwre hea- 
thenish i "I ain't partikler," said he, " about 
. praising, so you can shout away for all, while 
I look at 'em water privileges." 

>Vith that he walked down toward the bot- 
tom of the hoUow into which the river was 
ttiml^iug) leaving Mm. lioakins with «0, 
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wbcH ftlthoiigh die took no aadible part in the 
woidiipt m hard hy natii it was oyer. 

We than began to coonder how we were 
to gat homeland what weahould do for food, 
the baeket with oar proviaionB having gone 
over the eataract wi& the acow and my 
Wife'a ahawi. - The afternoon being by. this 
tfane far spent, oar proapects were very dia- 
Jieartaning, and we all begau«to cendemn the 
laahneaa with which, without aofiioient know- 
ledge, we had ventured to explore the nn. 
known eonrse of a atream so considerable, 
lairing the blame on Mr. Hoskina for the 
haate with which he had given in to the 
■cheme. 

While we were churming and marmnring 
at onr disconsolate condition, I happened to 
raooUect the house which I had observed in 
the hollow below ; and going to the brink ts^ 
the precipice, beheld it again, and the pec^k 
who had come to witness our destruction, re- 
turning down the steep and ahelvy bank to. 
ward it : it was, however, on the other side 
of the liver ; and the watwa under the faQs, 
and far below the house, were boiling and 
raging in such a manner, that we couid dis- 
cern no possibility of crossing. However, a 
amoking chinmey to such poor and hungry 
refugees as we then were, was a blithe eight, 
and I cheered up the ladies, and led the way 
to the winding footpath whickJtfr. Hoskins 
had taken. 

This path lay along the cornice of the pre. 
eipice, which, on our side of thes^water, over^' 
hung the stream, and then entered the bush, 
which inclined with a gentle declivity toward 
Ae river. We followed ita conne, not doabt. 
ing from its appearance, which was- more and 
more trodden out as we advanced, that it 
would conduct us to some farm or tavern, 
where we should find accommodation, of 
which my wife was greatly in need. Her in. 
disposition had considerably impaired her 
strength ; and the alarm we had all auffered 
at the risk we had run of being hurled head- 
long over the falls, agitated her so much, 
that I would have given a good sometliing to 
have seen her safe home at Babelmandel : 
however, there is nothing like facing our dis. 
aatera with bravery, and I contrived, with a 
Httle jocosity and well-timed merriment, to 
make the w^y seem short. 

When we had been some time threading 
the mazes of the forest — as I have seen such 
1^ jonrney as ours described in a novelle book 
— ^we came to a pleasant open knoll, where I 
proposed the ladies should sit down and rest 
themselves, with Charles for their watch, 
while I went foward to see what hope there 
was of a ferry to enable as to cross to the 
house on the opposite bank. 
' I bad not gone far from them/ not inore 
Aan a hnndred yards, when a sudden turn of 
t^tte road biought me upon the highway^ and 
in view of a hands<»ne new village, with ele. 
^nt mills, saw and grist, a Uttle farther down 



in the valley. You may be raio« thovgli i^ 
was a pleaaant sight, I did not remain long in 
coatanaplation looking at it. Turning vou^di 
I went and brought the ii^diee with mOt i»- 
joicing at the proapeot of getfu^.my pocv 
wife soma refreshment, for she W4ia ao laligiied 
that bar £aet were as heai^ aa if they bad 
eachi as aha aaid, bean loaded with a atone 
weight of irOD. 

^fore we reachad the tavern, which atood 
oppoaite to the gristmill, I diacovered Mr* 
Hoskina aittiog under the stoop, amokiqg a 
cigar, and talking very much at faia ease with 
a man who had a team at the mill-door ; and 
aooth to say, considering the plight we waija 
in, I must confess it waa not joat the eort of 
aight I azpaoied ; and so I said to hinii as we 
drew aeap-*-maybe a thought severely''^ 

" I think, Mr. Hoskina, yo might have h«d 
a measure of compaasion for the ladies." 

He looked up at me drily, and said oooUy, 
" Well, I guaaa, the Squire he ia. mighty im- 
perial.'* 

" Nof Mr. Hoskins, I. am only oonsiderato. 
There is aonty, your own wife, 'a waaiiad 
woman, and mine, your nioco, juat ready to 
drop with fatigue whare aha atanda." 

*' I reckon there be drain oonaidacabia in 
the house f * and he took tho oigar from his 
lipa^ and luiapped off the aahaa on his left 
thumb-nail, without being in any degroe 
moved. The way he said and did waa £oU. 
ish and peculiar, and it so took my aaila 
abaek^. that without making any anawer I 
conducted thaladiea into the house, and •put 
them under the oaro of the landlady, Mm. 
Petrekins, a quiet, sttrring, mother-looking 
personage^ not unlike a bein Saotdi wi^B, aavo 
that ahe worq neitiier cap nor mutch. 

I than, began to buade about to goi aofno- 
thing of a diniiar pr?piued»ih]m». to. my anr- 
prise, all this was previously ordered by Mr. 
Hoskins, who, knowing we sJiould be in want, 
had, on his first reach^ the house, given the 
necessary directions ; so that when I relumed 
out.of.doors to him, where he waa smoking 
under the stoop, he looked at me very know- 
ingly, saying — 

" Well, I ha* been a-calculating that the 
Squire has run ibul:of a consternation; ho 
sees there be com in Egypt'* 

** Yes, you may say mat," replied I, '< and 
a Joseph too ;'*• which- jocularity made all 
square; ao that, while dinner Waa cooking, 
the old gentleman and I had a very 8i^i#&c- 
tory canveraation, the ladies m the meantiiiio 
taking their repeae. 

It appeared that the farmer, with wJmoi 
Mr. Hoekina waa convenriug wlbn we caoia 
up to the houBo, lived wilhin a ftw milaa of 
Julius Ceoaar'a town, as thoiviUags usa call- 
ed, and was well acqwdntad with the wholo 
ooantryaide; from him he.Jeaned-ihal^.vo 
were upmud of thirty nttaa fram ^Bahgiman- 
del, 80 swiftly and insensibly had the cnnont 
brought ua down. 
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The tiiought of being thirty intles from 
home, through the forest^^was serioas and 
alftraiing, eapecially when I reflected on the 
infirmitieB of my wife, and that Mrs. Hoskins 
Wfis radier too well stricken ia years to traT6l 
auch a distance on foot. Hovfever^ for the 
then preeent time^ we had great reason to 
rejoice. The tavern at Julias Caesar's town 
was in that part of the country, for plain 
comforts, the best ; and we learned from the 
millers, that we should find no difficulty in 
ol)taining, among the teamsters bringing 
wheat to be grinded, conveyances almost 
daily to Olympus, and that some of them 
would, doubtless, readily enough, contract to 
carry us on to home. So that, although the 
day began with Mr. Waft*s ill-omen, and that 
our escape from destsnctioii.was truly miracu- 
ioiiSj yet we spent a happy afternoon ; dan. 
gers were' forgotten, and Mr. Hoskins was 
mightily pleased with his discoveries on the 
riyer : congratulating himself not a little in 
having deferred the raising of his house until 
he had ascertained what he suspected, that 
if the location of Babelmandel would serve, 
it was npt the cleverest;, which might have 
been had ampug, so many water privileges as 
were to be found on the river. 

" The S<|uire,'* said he to me, ppeWng his 
mind, and acquainting me jvith the scope of 
the calcnlalioQs on which he haVi beeh so 
long in his solitary rambles engaged^ '* the 
Sqnlre, I guess, has had nothing of no know- 
ledge 'bout 'splorificationing the creek, by 
whidi Mre were all as nigh going to pot as no. 
thing ', but if so be, as he recollects that ^ere 
.tarnation rapid, where the tree teached him 
as Jiow his head wa'ji't 9^ bit too thick, I'd say 
10 the gentleman. Squire^ does the Squire 
know what. I would say; if he don% as I 
reckon he dpesn't, Vd tell him. That's the 
lot for my money. By the harp of David, and 
the dnldmers of Solomon's concubines I there 
isn't such another location for a yillage be. 
tweeii it and them 'ere falls in all New- York 
Itate ; and if so be as how money can buy it, 
yon shall see a swap, when we gets to- the 
agent's land-stQire at 'Lympus." 

Jt could not but be allowed that the situa. 
t|on was one of the choicest for milUseats in 
the iKrhole course of the thirty pilles we had 
come ^Qwn the riyer ; but what the eld man 
intepded by buying it,, for such a purpose, per- 
filexed me, for it coulcl be considered only as 
a placft that at some distant itiy. might be- 
come valoable. lie, however, gave me no 
setisfactory answer, although I said as much 
fo him ; bat he nodded, and lighting a fresh 
clg^r, looked at me, and nodding again, gave 
me by his eye to understand that he had se- 
cm thojoghts worth knowing on the subject. 

Nothing farther then passed ; th» evening 

had set in« and Mrs. Hoskins was. anxious, on 

. niy wi^'a eccount, that we should retire eariy ' 

''for^ night. As the advice was rational, 

and iecoi^ec^ 1^ the solicitations of weari- 



ness in my own 'limbs, I proposed to adopth, 
leaving the Squire on the stoiop to make Ms 
calculations with the rising moon ; bat just as 
I was moving toward the bar-room door, hay- 
ing made my congies to him for the night,* he 
lifted his legs from oifthe railings of die stoop, 
over which he had laid them as he sat in me 
swinging chair — placing his feet on the fiotfr, 
he slowly rose, and coming toward me, l«|d 
his hand upon my shoulder, and said— 

*' One ox is worth two women in a 'splori- 
fication, and that isn't much ; bnt I guess, 
were the Squire to say, * Boy, hire team and 
take 'em 'ere old una to 'Lympus/ he'd do 
properly right ; for then he, the Squire, and I, 
could scale the river, and make o|)serve8 as 
'spry as^ frogs-^make it a compass again the 
morning." So, without saying more, he went 
back so his. seat, lifted his feet upon the rail, 
and looking at the moon, began to smoke aftd 
ruminate iHce a philosopher. ' 



CHAPTER II. 

" And now my days are numbered on the earth : 
Before that moon shall set, belchr the throne - - 
Must stand the so^l of her who speaks to thee V* 

Now my wife was one of those quiet, noc* 
tnrnal women, who never talk after they haVe 
laid their heads on the pillow, but compoise 
themselves for the einbrace of Morpheas. On 
this night, however, it happened that &e 
events of the day, and particularly the dread- 
ful danger we had escaped, took wnkeful pos- 
session of her serene faculties, and she was 
wonderfully disposed to be conversational ; 
whereas, I had much to think of, and was nt>t 
inclined to be communicative. There was, 
however, one short question which fahe put to 
me, that I could not but answer. 

"What," said she, "can my uncle mean by 
bringing US to these forlorn and wilderness 

garts 7 His wife, my "aunt, cannot dive into 
is intents ; and yet it is a mor&l certainty that 
he would never have been at the expense 'of 
this voyage of discovery, had he not a mak. 
ing-of-money purpose in view." 

The only answer I could give was what I 
gave : I acknowledged myself of her opinion, 
adding ; " But as he has made no explana- 
tion of his intents, I am iipt in a condition to 
satisfy your curiosity ; no doubt I, heweVer, 
shall, for you arid Charles, with Mrs. Hds. 
kins, are to go by one of the teams to-mor- 
row homeward by Olympus, whilst the ^d 
gentleman and I thread back the mazes of 
the wood." 

" You may do, Lawrie Todd, as you think 
fit \ but from this house I will never stir, until 
know the meaning of such mystical meander- 
inm," was her reply. "1 

I reasoned with her against this unreason, 
ableness, an^ spoke soft and petl^uasive lati- 
guage, xloing every thing I ceold besides 'to 
snbdue her to that moderation and c(taimbn 
sense which were the graces of her charac- 
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uriVmtAe wu not to be lo eoorert^-^-vo I 
tVMd n^ face to tbe other a^e of the bed, 
and gave no farther heed to her colloquies. 

Scarcely had I taken this new position, 
when I beard a whispering cloae by, and a 
low aouad o{ eqatxovetsj between a man and 
a woman; and who were they, but, Mr. and 
Mn« Hoahioap in the next room, with only a 
4^ partition between them and ua. By and 
by* either the house grew stiller, or they spoke 
louder : I heard what they were about per-i 
fectly plain, which was much to the same pur- 
pose aa the coafabble that had passed between 
my wife and me, insomuch that it seemed as 
if the two ladies had put their heads together 
i^ get at the secrets of their husbands. How- 
ever, I could learn from what passed, that 
Itfn. Hoskins made as little speed as my wife 
had done, and that she ^os, equally deter, 
mined not to budge from Julius Qf sars town, 

. until her curiosity was appeased. 

Mr. Hoskins was one of those fortified and 
downright characters, who always, by hook 
or crook, have thetr own way in all things. 
He was not of a conoiHating. nature like me ; 
who, if a matter was to be won, would rather 
gain it by soft handling, than by (be po,tency 
of ~ wilfulness backed, by right; eo, having 
heard what passed l;>etween Mrs. Hoskins and 

. hlmrl resolved to let hiiu have the maiiage- 
ooenl of the business in the morning. 

Btttmy wife continued to talk and grew rest- 
less, and came over and over the same thing 
80 often, that I beg$in to fear her head, was 
turnedr^-and so it proved to be ; for, long be. 
fore the dawn of day she was in a burning 
fever, and we were all afoot to pacify her, 
and calm the dread and perturbation she was 
In* that if t stayed so near the falls, they 
would come down and overwhelm nie ; so 
much had the terror — the risk we had run- 
become uppermost in her mind. It was most 

. distressing to hear the phantasies with which 
,thepoor soul was beset concerning them.; 

To think of moving her in the morning, in 
avfch a state, both humanity and Dr. Phials, 
the medical man of the village, forbade ; and 
to leave her, .^hile I returned through the 
wood to Babelmandel] with Mr. Hoskins, as 

'.Jie had proposed, was equally contrary to na< 
ture. So I made up my mind, to stay with 
her, and it was so concerted ' that Charles 
should go with Mrs. Hoskins to Olympus, by 
one of the teams from the mill, and get a 
wagon there to take {ler home to Babelmafi- 

, del, where the two youp^ girls could not but 
be Jrv want of a heads, and the store was no 
doubt eunering by my absence. 

Mr. HoBkins assented to this arrangement 
with more compliancy than I expected ; in- 
deed, when matters came to a necessity, he 
was not an unreasonable ^ man : moreover, 

f he bad been all that roorninff " 'splorifyipg," 
as he called.it, aiboul' the falls, and was well 
content to re^a^n a day or two, unUl his cu- 
riosity, vf as satisfied. A^ for nie^ I Vf^iB so 



I taken up with the iUneM of the mother of my 
children, that I Qould turn up^ my thoughts on 
nothing '^utber suiTering, and the desmaiiop 
which would fall upon my house, if St was 
ordained she was then to be taken, away — 
alas I it was so ordained. ' ' ' 

The fever continued to rise, and on the 
morning of the fourth da)r after the departure 
of Charles and Mrs. Hoskins, Dr. Pfaials; the 
medical man, warned me to look for the worst. 
I Although I had watched the progress of the 
calamity with an apprehensive heart and an 
eager eye, I was yet greatly shocked at heair- 
ing this, and spoke to her tmcle about get. 
ting the family brought to see' her ; but he 
woul4 not hear of it, because of its useless- 
ness, and the expense. He was a m^n'that 
had more consideratio&for th^ common .sense 
of matters and things, than Tor delicate sen. 
sibilities. But for all, that he had a sterling 
heart, and did every thing in his power to 
lighten my anxiety. 

"I ain't," said he, " slick at the gruelling 
of sick folks; but Tcan ride and fetch doctor's 
stuffs," as he really did'; for one mOrning he 
borrowed a horse frorri Mr. Hopper, the md. 
ler, and rode seventeen miles for a aupply of 
Jeeruits* bark, which could not be obtained 
nearer: and he waited on, vt^ith great pk^ 
tience, to see the upshot of the feVer, saying 
but little'' to me of his projects wnile the life 
remained- ^ ...» 

At last, the signals of dissolution began to 
increase, and hope was banished ; bnt I "will 
not ask the courteous reader tb ' partake of 
my distress, though an inward and parental 
sorrow it was, causing me to grieve more on 
account of the helpliessness ih which my two 
young daughters were to be left motherless, 
than for the loss I was myfeelf to expodenee. 
It was not like the anguish that pierced ifty 
heart with barbed shafts, when the beautifbl 
' spirit of the beloved ' Eebecd'a was wafted 
away into the regions o{ light and love ; Ibnt 
it was a blaek and heavy sense of a Icalaini. 
ty, admonishiiig me to summon up my forti. 
tude, and to bow the head of resignation to 
the will of Him that giveth and tafceth aw^y. 

The time of departnre was visibly come. 
It was about two houiis after' sujiset. The 
patient wrestled strongly against being 'car- 
ried so suddenly away, for she kftew'hercon- 
dition, and often in her istruggles cried pite. 
ously for her children, stretcMng out her arms 
as if 6he saw them standing by. Herk, in- 
deed, was a parent's heart ; and 'the landliidjr, 
being of the ' Methodist Kne, was disturbed 
that she should seem to think more 6f her 
forlorn daughters, than of the ' glbries of the 
Paradise on which she herself was about to 
enter — but Mrs. PetrekinS had never been a 
mother. ^ » • 

Sometimes' the victorro^is advewary ofMfe 
paused^ as if wearied with th* contest, and 
prostrate nature on those occasions seemed'io 
tally; but the intervals' of respite grewshdrte^ 
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and. riiorter. .. The helps were no longer ad. 
mlm^terei^, for tbey could Hot -nilticftfte' hei' 
aufferingfs. We stood round the bed^wateh. 
liig and flileht, as feebler and feebler ttie 
^arihes of the bumt-out candle were Bifikiogt 
in fhe socket. "- 

With the laaf, she tarried to the old man, 
^ayingf *' Be kind to my babtee,'* and draw- 
ing a long, deep aigh, lay atill ^OTSr. < 

During all this thne Mr. Heakins stood on 
the side of the1)ed opposite to me, looking 
i^mly en ; fts cotmtenance was unmoved ; 
and once or twice, when I chanced to turn 
roy eyes toward him, be appeared so cold and 
phlegmatical, that I felt a pang in my' heart 
10 thfnk her barest kitataiialn, on such sid oc* 
crasfon, should be so heartless. 

All being' overi Mrs. Petrekins, the land> 
lady, with another woman whom I had pro. 
cured to assist, reminded me thai we ought 
to leave tberodm to fhem, and -I accordingly 
moved to retire'; but the old man, not having 
' heard' them, remained still looking stead%, 
but With seeding indiffisrenee, upon ^e body. 

<» Qlft'* ^id' Mra. Petrekins aloud, «*it is 
iiecessary that, for a time, we should have the 
room cleared," and she went round afld 
■ touched him on the arm. 

It was like electricity ; it roused him from 
his stupor with a shndoer, and caused hftn to 
step two paces bat^watd ; in the same mfo. 
ment he turned his eye* wildly on %e, an'd 
burst into a' violent flood of tears. 
' The sight of that wooden old man, as I 
hftd often spoken of him in joculaiity, weep, 
ing like a woman, and fondfingover the face 
of the corpse with his hatad, aS if he had been 
an innocent child gently tryisrg to awaken-its 
sleeping nurse, surprised me widi inexpressi. 
bfe grief. Till that time; I bad been enabled 
to preserve my'self-posseseion, and to witness 
the progress of the dispensation With resolute 
tranquillity i but such tenderness, bo suddenly 
discovered in that dry bosOm,. overwhelmed 
my fortitude, ' aftd forced me also to weep. 
The women, n^th the wonted sympathy of 
their sex, were no less affected. It was some 
timbi and not without remi^hstrance and en- 
trea^jthat they at last succeeded in leadibg 
the sorrowful old men away^ 

• ■ ♦ * 

CHAPTJeR in. 

**ThinigefliMAiotMtpas» away^ 
' Til renovation and decay, 
*Tu ebOdbeod and old age : 
Like figures in the yvizard't glass, 
In long snecession on we pass, 
Act our brief parts, and tnen, alas ! 
Af» ewept-ftom offtlSe %tage !" 

Mm. Honcuna retired immediately^to hti owii 
ohamfbef , and 1 saw no more of him ihn% nrghi, 
nor was I willing to hefve had diseovrae then 
^h him, or with any- othe» person $ ao I 
w^Oeed out into the open air, and in tfaeview 
of 'the moon and the heanreidy hoet, efieied 
the homiffs of nealgB^d apirit • 
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It was a holy night ; a sweet breathing of 
Aesoft west wind Just so atirred tiie ieaveis' 
that they twinkled in the moonlighi; te 
sound of the distant falls came aweUlttgwilb 
alternate pauses through the silent air, ss If 
the wildismesa bad received a voioe ; and the 
aolemn tinkling of cow.tbeUs from the woods, 
avrakened pious thoughts and Sabbath recot- 
lectiotta — ^the remembrance ^. my mother's 
grave, end the hopes of my father'a prayers ; 
it was a holy aad a beautiful nigjit. 

Having strolled some two or three hundi^ 
paces, I returned toward the house, ruimnat; 
ing on the misfortune whieh had befallen my 
young family, arid thankful that, great as it 
was, it yet bred in me. no repining ; fOr^ m 
turning llie heart of Mr. Hoakins to take i»p 
his residence hear us, it seemed that Provi. 
dence had provided a mother for my daugh- 
ters in lus exoellent wi%.; having, in iteiron- 
deiiul ways seen meet to' remove their awn 
untimely from them. 

In this eontposed frame of mind I sat down 
on the swinging chair 06 the 8teop,'and lay- 
ing the reins on the neck of reason* nimi- 
nat^d on ail that had befallen me from the 
time I had left my father's house. The aid 
man was then still living, and, but a. day be- 
fore we embarked in the scow, I had writttn 
to him of the cheering prospects which had 
again opened to me, and of Uie blessings th»t 
were b adding iirouiid me : I had now matter 
for another tale. < / 

While I was. thus sitting, mourn fol, buijiot 
unthankful, I heard the voices of tmveUers 
coming toward the tavern, and beingdesirous 
Am, our solemn decorum sbould not be btoken 
in upon by ilUtimed mirlh, I went into tjle 
bar^rooih, add requested the landlord to re- 
ceive the travellem sedately, and to let them 
know that death was in the heufle< ; - but be- 
fore I had well done tfais^ the door was opened, 
and in came my eldest son Robin. 

I wps glad to see him, but surprised that he 
riiould'havethooghl of IfeaviAg the store ; the 
moEe especially as my wife was not his 
mother, he being the son of Rebecea ; but his 
ststers^ IIS well aa MxSi HoslonB, had beeome 
very anxious and. uneasy about ufi and* Ho 
satisfy them, he had come with Mr. Wa£t, 

^ Me. Waft r» mied I, in alarm. « W^t 
baa brfiHD^t that tormenting man her»7 I 
hope you will prevent him from breaklng.in 
tt|»on me at such a time. JM your brother 
tell yott of his evU boding .? Have you hei^ 
What his dream was about ?" — and I paused 
for a moment, under a. feeling of dreadr-ribr 
from the time we escaped the Falls, I h»A 
ceased to think of his ominous admoaitioAS, 
and yet our miraculous preamratton oujiht to 
have made me remark!. it with solemi^. 
Verily, in the death of ray poor wife, thia'e 
Wa» catlap for mo to meditate oa his bodiag. 

The boy informed me that be believed Mr. 
Waft had Mttle elss* to do in the journey thin 
to gratify his cttrioaH y ■ an d of his 
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* htti heaid no more tfaui that, on tke mornidf 
wiien we hwi left Babelmaodel, he had sean 
aomathing in hi* sleep which had diatarbed 
him conaarmng ns. 

I waa lealljr afflicted at the thonght of that 
man being ao near when I had my haada ao 
liiH of death and aorrow ; and yet I oaght not 
to havvr been so, for faia ooraing drew away my 
mind ffom my troubles ; and, in te end, the 
Lord waa pleased to rebii|Le me for the preja- 
diee I had taken against him, by making his 
-J)resBnce a help we could ill have done withottt. 
However, I eschewed him for that nigM ; 
and having reoommended . Robin to the land- 
lord for some refrMhment, I returned to the 
ehamber where the body waa laid out, and 
took my seat at the fiir side of the bed, behind 
te enrtains, to watdi it for the night. 

As I had beea up three suoeeaaye nighla, 

<«nd had not for three' fonr»and-tweuty hours 
any regular rest, but snatches of sleep, aa J 

' happened at times doring the day to get a little 
leisure to ait down, I was not long in my place 
nntil my ayelids grew heavy, and I fell into a 
halfling sort of slumber. In this state I had 
probaUy set a full half hoar— -it might have 
been longer — ^when I waa roused by the door 
being slowly opened. In came Mr. Waft, 
with long, tip-toe, atealthy strides, holding ap 
his hand, and shaking it softly to soma onafel- 
lowing, whom I presently discovered to be 

. Robin. They were coming, in to look at the 
body, not knowing any one was in the room, 
and little snqwcting who was sifting behind 
the curtain. 

Awe of the presence of death, and the asMe 
hne of my own thoughta, disposed me to ire- 
main quiet, andte take no head of .their intru- 
awn. Accordingly, I leant back in my«hair, 

- resting my head against the wall, expeetiag 
they would soon leave the room ; bat in tins I 
was mistaken. Mr. Waft took a general aar- 
T^y of the manner m which the corpse was 
laid out, showing Robin wheosin the Ameri- 
•ean fashion of laying oiH the dead was difiar- 
ent from tlmt of Pidsley ; while he, poor lad. 
Who had a great affeotion for hisatepmotheF*— 

< tiaving indeed ever found her auoh-^was mov- 
ing about the room with his heart ftiU and his 

' eyes dverflowing. At last the meddling bodie 

' drew near to the corpse, and lifting uip the nap- 
kin t^at was spread over the face,* said, " Hah, 
sirs ! but death's dismd ; but for all that she's 
a bonny corpse, and of' a lively cotor." 

^ I realty could suffisr no more, so I looked 
from behind the curtain, and said, with the 
voirte of authority, . «* Let her alone, and get 

• about your business." 

Never g6t mortal man sueh a fright. He 
jdropped the napkin, a«i staggerang back fell 
into a chair, bereft alike of power and of utter- 
ance. I waa obliged to call for helpi>and to 
get cold water to -sprinkle' on his face, and 
' burnt feathers to titillate hia nosttils, before: 
-&e oould he remjoitad into anodier rotom. < 

I need not say this was a trial of its kind^ 



and the fiigfa^. which he bo wall d«ianred, waa 
not the womt of it ; for, although no aeiuihle 
iaddie could have more respect for his own 
mother than Robin Todd had for the deceaaed, 
there had been something so comical in the 
tcnrificatiori of Mr. Waft, that the poor boy 
oouUl not refrain ftom laughing when he thought 
of it ; ao that every now and then^ even while 
the teara were running down hia cheek% and 
hia bosom waa like to burst with sobbing, a 
suddea recoUaction of what he Had seen would 
overcpme hiai, and pause his ^6b to change 
into a most irreverent neigher that waa heart- 
breaking to hear. ■ 

However, aa I have said* there yrw no rea- 
son in the end to regret Mn Waft's visit, ill- 
timfed as I thought it ; for next morning, being 
Sunday, all the men abou^ the mill, an well aa 
eveiy carpenter in the village, indeed a great 
majority of the inhahitanta,.^d set out early to 
hear an Anabaptiit minister, who waat« preach 
that day at ano^er settlement upward o^ aevan 
miles off; nobody, in conaeqiience, could be 
foand .to make a coffin. ]Nb. Hoskjpa, who 
had a ready hand for every odd turn, aaid he 
would do it«-but when he attempted, oa this 
occasion, to try, sortow again overcame him, 
and obliged him to retire to his own room. 

I could not have thought it was possible jGor 
him to feel as. he fyiUi and eeviled myself aa 
hard^eajrted, when I sawhow^nuph deaj»nr 
the atroke had struck him than it did me. 

In this crisis, Mr. Waft came with the of- 
fer of his service, and I nfiver waa more avr- 
priaed in. my li^.. than at the dexterity with 
whieh he put the planks together, for I had 
somehow set hrni down as a thrifUesa and do- 
oodung creature. .1 was still more ao at see- 
ing how he made bla^kipg-for the outside, with 
soot, and the white of eg|p, tUi the cql&n yfBa 
as raspectable in ^vwy point aa if it had been 
made by a cabinet-maker in a borough-town. 
He had learnt this sleight in a Yankee fai9i- 
ly, with whom he had atoj^d in coming up 
the countiy, and in wJuch a death had taken 
p*a cft « 

. When the folk came, home ftom the preach, 
ing, tha ftineral was performed, in. which Mr. 
Waft was also of great use.i indeed, X knpw 
not how we could h§ve done without him, for 
he dug the grave as well aa if he had been the 
deacon of the sextcms) and' saw every thing 
fulfilled in a most complete mannar. 



CHARTER IV. 

" Now, iM'f to buMQfltt.'* 

On the morning after the funemlft Robin, 
with Mr. Waft, returned to Babeluiamlel, .by 
the way (^Olympaa^ and Mr. Hoakins^nd I 
went, to ei^aroine the land between the rapids, 
where I waa swung upon the iree* and .the 
great Falls, where we hadao neaily.aU per- 
ished. It waa m apace somewhat mofe^n 
two miles in extent along the river ; and the 
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more it was etaminfld^ the old man was the 
better pleased with it. 

In the Gourde of this '"splorification/'*! 
was well m5tmcte4, by the &tigue and trouble 
I had in climbiog over the trunks of fi^len 
' tteekf and finding a way through the swales 
and swampSj that I had not been ordained for 
the hardships of a backwoods life. Mr. Hos- 
kins, who was by many years my senior, did 
not suffer the tenth part that I did — usage and 
lon^f limbs made him fitter for the business. 
The exaniination of the land took* up the 
better part of two days, and obliged us to spend 
a night under the starry tester of the heavens, 
with but the green leaves of the forest for our 
bed-curtains ; it was the last, however, I spent 
unsheltered in the woods ; for, upon reflection, 
fueling the deficiency of strength in my limbs. 
Which had been my infirmity from childhood, 
I resolved to stick to the store, and to leave to 
robuBter adventurers the ouUdoor toils of the 
new settlement ; for the purpose of Mr. Hos- 
kins, on deciding to make a spec of tlmt loca- 
tion, was to lay out a town, and to invite set. 
tiers by liberal temptations, counting I would 
take charge of it : but in that he had reckoned 
too fast. He was not, however^ di^leased 
with me for declining the proposal, as I partly 
expected he would be ; on the contrary, he as- 
sented to the justness of my objection, and 
only requested me to give what help I could 
•^casionally in the way of advice ; for by this 
^me he began to entertain a high opinion of 
my judgment. All this was arranged in a 
satisfactory and friendly manner between us 
as we returned to Julius Caesar's town, where 
naving rested ourselves another night, we set 
out next morning, with a team from the mill, 
{or Olympus, to settle with the agent for the 
purchase of the land. 

The bargain was soon struck, for so many 
things had gone awry at Babelmandel, or had 
turned out so different from what was expect - 
ed» that the agent was but little disposed to 
undertake new setdements ; while willing to 
encourage others, well knowing the immedi- 
ate ef!ect which the plantation S a village has 
in raisiiig the value of die adjacent lands. . . 

The agent, when the bai^gain was concluded, 
jrecoUecting how 1 had managed in the difii- 
culties about the provisions at Babelmandel^ 
Iffoposed that I should become sub for him 
there^ a9d take charge of the sale of the. land 
around, and in the township where Mr. Hos- 
kins had made his purchase* His offer at first 
was, that I should work qn commission in 
shares with himself; but I begged he would 

f've me the afternoon to think of it ; not that 
had any cause to hesitate, inasmuch as the 
business would being in sure money without 
risk ; but It came into my head, as we v^ere 
conversing conoeming it. that \ might do bet- 
ter, and therefoire I wdsbed for time to consult 
Mr. Hoskioa in a 4uiet way by ourselves.. . 

The old man having settled nis business, we ' 
left the la n d o ffic e together, and a* soon as we 



were upon the road going toward Nacket's 
tavern, where we had previously ordered a 
snack, he said to nie, in a brisker manner than 
I had ever noticed before — 

" Ain't the Squire a cloud-riding, that he 
won't have nothing at aD with *at 'ere libei»- 
ality? I guess, the agent was blessed civil a 
considerable some.*' 

" I doubt, sir," replied I, "youliave mis- 
taken my intent. I did not positively refuse 
to accept the business ; 1 was only deairous of 
having some talk on the subject with you." 

•« Well, if so be, I shan't say a bottomless- 
pit word 'bout it ; but at so good a thing to 
shilly-shally ! I ain't partikler 'clesiasticus." 
'• Ye're fer wrong, Mr. Hoskins ; I have no 
I hesitation, but only I think that, maybe, there 
is a way to make a belter o't." 
'* Hem !" said the old man. 
** Yes,** continued I j " don't you thmk it 
might be better for me, were I to contract with 
the agent for, we shall say, ten or twenty 
thousand acres at a certain price V* 
'* Hem •" said Mr. Hoskins. 
'* In that case, he being agreeable, all above 
the contract price would be our own profit." 

** Hem ! hem ! hoo !'» cried Mr. Hoskins, «I 
spy a deer — I smell a rat !** 

* For, you see," resumed I, not noticing his 
interjections, •< with your settlement, and Ba- 
belmandel, and Julius Caesar's town, the land 
will soon be doubled in value : so that were 
he to Assign me a block or two at a reasona- 
ble rate, payable as I took it up, that is, as I 

sold it, it might " 

" By Jacob's spotted calves !»• cried the old 
man, with a most unusual vehemence for 
for him — ** the Squire would make a fortune 
in less time than Dick the cobbler takes to 
top-piece an old shoe. What Israelite put 
him up to such a spec V* 

In short, after some farther deliberation, 
Mr. Hoskins, being quite delighted with the 
bravery of my notion, when we had taken 
our snack, and had rested ourselves, discours- 
ing of die venture,Jt was agreed between us 
that I should propose for ten thousand acres 
at the same price he had paid for his land ; 
and that, if the agent showed a disposition to 
bite, then the old man was to strike in and 
make game of me, for being fajnt-hearted", in 
not engaging to take twenty ^ousand. 

By this time it was almost sunset ; so, as 
there is nothing tike finishing the nail while 
the iron's hot, we went back to the land-office, 
to come to a conclusion, in order that we 
might be enabled to set out for home by day- 
break in the morning. 

The job speeded as well as could be ex- 
pected ; tl^ agent was, at first, somewhat sur- 
prised at the extent of my proposed underta- 
king ; but when h^ heard how the old Yankee 
made light of it;^ and jeered me for being so 
ftdnt-hearted, he came wonderfully roaiii^ 
and m the end he Consented to give me ^e 
pxe-emption of twenty thouHuid aoas, at a 
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doUar an^ twenty cents per aere, for fire yean, 
wUch was five centa ir^ aera ieai than. Jtfr. 
Hnakina had paid f^r his Siy^ hundxei. 

B[ad the old m^n himaelf made a]l the 
amount of the yalae in pro^t hard in hand, he 
ooold not have been more pleaaed, so well .did 
he think of the bargain, and of *< the hand- 
eome ability/' aa he called it, which I had 
shown in the bueinees ; taking tome ciedit to 
^rosell^ too, for the part he hi^d io it 

*' That 'ere scow," said he, ** which went 
overboard into the whale'a belly, at 'em tai^ 
nation falls, wasn't no bad concern neither : 
for I reckon, had it not been, we hadn't 
com'd ; and if we hadn't com*d, the Squire 
hadn't calculated 'at 'ere spec; and, therel 
foie, I says, if by it he has lost a good wife, 
has he not gained a splsshing fortune, which 
is to a widower, better than cocktail for con- 
solation?" 

" I doubt, ray worthy sir, I have loaded .the. 
ass with a heavier burden dian he can carry," 
was my humble reply ; for when I thought on 
the boldness of t^e undertaking, qualms of 
of fear rose about ray heart, and every now 
and then the reflection of going home to a 
motherless family, came like the cold blasts 
of the eaat wind, and saddened .my spirit, 
which caused the road between Olympus and 
Babelmandel to seem deeper and heavier in 
the travelling; than it had ever done before. 
But for all that, vfe had intervals of comfort- 
able conversation ; and among other schemes 
which we considered for the better managing 
of our increasing concerns, it was agreed 
that I should send Kobin, as soon as possible, 
to an office in New York to learn the mys- 
tery of book-keeping properly ; for, although, 
as Mr. Herbert, our excellent schoolmaster, 
said, w|ien we consulted ^im on the subject, 
the Vt, though but a servant of bus\ness, is 
yet necessary, and the sleights of it cannot 
be learned so well from precept as by prac- 
tice. 

On the meeting between me and m^ chil- 
dren I miist shut the door. They mourned and 
ianaented their loss with the sorrow of un- 
corrupted affection, but the mild and kind 
Mrs. Hoskins had\a great deal to do before 
she conld assauge the tears of my eldest 
daughter., However,, time, the curer of 
wounds, with the salve of gentle treatment, 
lias s'eldoni an obdurate case in the young 
heart Mrs. Hoskins so well performed the 
mother's part, that I am bound to acknow- 
ledge, there was less missing of my wife 
than could have been supposed possible. 
Thus it came to pass, before Robifi was 
rigged out for his journey to New York, we 
began to think but lightly of oiir misfortune ; 
for in making preparations for his outfit, the 
females had their hands full ;' an<! bdth Mr; 
Hoskins and myself, with the store, the land, 
^and in concerting the means of milking a be- 
l^^nning with ^e liew settlement, had, as h^ 



Nebuchadaenar had at die bnildiagof Baby* 
Ion. 

CHAPTER y. 

" What** in a mune ?— the rose 
By any other name woifM smiell at sweet,** 

In the midst of all the bustle arid to-do 
which BO many things occasioned, as the old 
iQan and I were one evening sitting cheer- 
fully on the bench at the door, conversing: of 
what was to be done, that affliction, Mr. 
Waft came with his peering eyes, an4 sat 
down unbidden beside us. 

'* Weel, gentlemen," said he, " Ihave been 
long wishing to fall in with you when you 
had half an hour to spare for conversation ; 
but ye are always so constantly busy, making 
money, as I hear, that I begin to doubt if it's 
ordained ever to be, or come to pass. No' 
that there's anything particular pressing in 
what I had to say, farther than to indulge a 
wee wishee I have in the corner of my bo- 
som, to know the name ye intend to bestow 
on that capital city everybody says ye are 
going to bujld. I have been thinking* that 
Hoskinsville would be pretty and poetical ; 
but this af^rnoon Mr. Herbert, the school- 
master, has put a new one into my liead-^— 
don't you think Todopol is would be prime ?'* 

1 could discern by the way in which l^r. 
Heskins bit his lip, though his visage was 
unchanged, that he was in high dudgeon at 
this impudence : for myself, I was 'frying. 

"You never were farther astray in your 
whole life, Mr. Waft,»» said I ; •' what could 
lead you to think we were two such fools aa io 
call cities after our own names? no, no, we're 
of sober imaghung84 It's to be called Nine- 
veh." 

There never had beea such a thought be- 
tween us ; T just said so, I cannot tell where, 
fore, to set the conjectures of the meddling 
bodie on another tack ; btft scarcely had I 
uttered the word, when Mr. Hoskins, taking 
the cigar he was smoking from his mouth, 
and striking off the ashes on the edge of the 
bench, said — 

**Nineveh ! well, I guess, thkt mi^ht be 
pretty parlikler popular too; yes! it might 
serve— «no bad settler's trap woiiVd be 'at 'ere 
Keenivyee; but I was k calpuEting that 
Samary would do better, for there am't yet nd 
Samarv in all York State.»» 

To hear him speak iii this^nanner, was to 
xAe .an amazement ; and I began to think, 
surely he had some conspiracy with the bodfe 
Waft, to give it a name diart would vex me ; 
for nothing mdlested me so much as ^at 
Yankee fashion of calling new settlements, 
vnthout rhyme or reason, by sacred scHptural 
names, and words of Greek and lloman 
heathenry. I therehpon said ^larply, that 
Waftoh would be much more to the purpose. 

" iSn Tery ihuch obliged to yoti," replied 
the pestilence, aa if I had been in eioneiit, 
'* but I was coveting no tnch honQt.^ 
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"By Jenmlem~Biid Jericho!'* cried Mr. 
Hoikiflflt ** Waftoii iM a vei7iecoiitenend«tar|i 
mme-i-iibt Undtiier of the same in atl the 
map. I thankB the Squire for tin hint, I 



Tins jTOs enMgh to 'piovoke the elect ; 
and I said, ** Sarelf^ Mc. Hcoidiw, yere by 
yonraeifs to think for a moraenC of ealling the 
settlement ^Wafton!. Take my word for it, 
if you do so, it will soon be WaiT-enoagh.V 

*' Well, Squire, and what !shaU I calLit 2" 

** ABythingr," said I ; for I was nettled, 
halving a- suspicion that the old man was 
playing his cards into the hands of that tor-* 
meat, whom I never ooiild make out to ha in 
jest or earoeet. 

"Nay, Mr* Todd," said the tormentor, 
^ AnySting would* be a most extraordinary 
name for' a town ; and a town tooi that ye 
BO doubt intend shall be a.metropelitao. If 
I might lay in a word, I would have you, Mc^ 
Todd, to reconsider that verdict What do 
ye tfcflink of — " 

^ **I think- of nothing !" was my tatrt answer^ 
before he. bad finished his speech. • I then 
foae i&om the bench, and went toood to the 
ether side of the house ; bni I saw, in iara« 
iHg the comer, Mr. Waft holding his (^te- 
Snget up aft Aej^ideof hisno8e,and winking 
in a queen f^uoailtar mannnr, to Mr. Jioskins, 
as if he had dared to make a apOrt of me ; 
bat Mr. Haekins was a Beda^Bt sensible man, 
aad eawei^ase neither for mirth or mischief' 
in the oonveraatson that htid paned, for pre- 
santljt he called^•on me by-name to return) 
and the bailie, as he was commonly 'titled by 
the Seotoh aattlen, walked away. 

" Well« I guess," said the old man, ** the 
SqniM is eonsiderable jumbled by thai 'ere 
peopesitieiier ; but ha needn't be none afeard ; 
I wonH:.call the settlement after him-: we 
must, hoitrever^ oall it something melodious 
and inviHag- to. stranger-folk, f<NB 'pend upen'tv 
a. name aiat nethiag to be aneeased at. There 
n ManliuaofQar-corQers : nobody who hath 
regard. »or his lips, wiU settle there, if he mast 
often teU where he lives in cold weather. But 
I have been sgtonnd afiNre for a name to our 
aattiemant-— what think you ef Veieano ? X 
gwte it will. sOtmd sweetly." 

'* Mr dwi.^rf was my solid anawei^ ** Vol- 
oana wiU a«ve9 do at all : tbat^e the name of 
a>bnniing mountain!" 

t** And why mayn't it be the^aame of a vil- 
lage too? I'll have it Volcano. ** 
r •'I ahonld aa soon have,aapeioted yon 
wouhl l(ave called it Arthur's Seat/' 

•«TfaBtfs the name of a chain" was his 
reedy answer ( '* and thetefereiiehatt he Vol. 
oano, which flows likamo lae ia o in the mouth 
and* will be easily written by settlera in their 
lettan, many of ^ero noi being cottage ieam'd.^' 
^It mtf be thoui^l by the oonrteoua reader 
that aU Jihia ado about a name waa « weak 
aaneri^ «nd ao thought I ; hut small things 
gi» gvMihiBgi ipJiltlanMn»Midy.thAiafoiey 



I submitted, being minded to say no more on 
the subject. 'The hettta^ aease, hornwy^r^of 
Mr.'Hoakins lecarned to him in the cooiae 
of the night ; and when 'he came to me at 
the store in the morning, he began to lament 
that theie had been such a controversy be. 
tween us About the name, justly layiog al^ 
the ble0e on Bailie Waft, whoie disposition 
to scald his lips in other folks' kail was ti^ 
most notorious thing in the settlement. 

X agreed entirely with him as to the med- 
dling character of the bailie, and regretted 
exceedingly that there was no way of lasang 
him under a restraint. ." But, Mr. HoBkinS| 
what's the name yon have thought upon at 
last ?" 

He made me no answer for the space of a 
minute or more, and looking me steadfastly 
in the faee» ** Let it be called Ju,diville, for 
yoejT wife that is dead and gone :" and it wae 
so called aecocdingly, Judith bging her Cbrist 
tian appellation. : 

. CHA^TfeR VI. 

" He hath done that to spite me — 
Let him look to V* 

In the meantime, the necessaiy prepa^- 
tions were going on for laying the founclatiofl 
of JudiviUe, and roads were planned to open 
the tract assigned to me for settlement. The 
store was prospering exceedingly, so far be-, 
yond expectation, that both Mr. Hoskins and 
I had great reason to rejoice and be thankful ; 
hut I observed a curious change come upon 
his character, or rather a remarkable break, 
ing om of i^atuce, when he reflected at lei- 
sure on the advantageous bargain I had n^ado 
with the agent for the twenty thousand acres. 

I have told enough about the old man \o 
show he was far from beifig avaricious^ an^ 
certainly not envious ; on the contrary, I have 
known few more disposed to help a fiiend ;, 
but he was jealous of being outdone in busi- 
ness, and when any apprehension of that sort 
<^me across his mind, he was apt to become 
obstinate and insensible to reasonable ;'e- 
monstrance. Thus, it ao happened that he. 
took it in^ his head I had schemed the 
agreement with the agent, from the time 
he had told me of his design of locating a 
town between the two great water privileges 
of the river, and was making his'speculatien 
subservient to mv own. 

JKTothiog could be more ui^just thi^n this 
suspicion ; for it was not until after he had. 
agreed for the purohase of his land, that the 
agent made me the proposal to act as hia 
sob at Babelmandel ; and it waa not unUl the 
proposal had been discussed -at some length, 
that die thought of contracting, for the land 
entered my head. Moreover, It was not until 
at least tea days after our return home, when 
I . happened to suggest that a bridle-patli 
through the forest from the road leading to 
Olympue into hi9 piucbaee would b^ ben«r 
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ieiil to hii ■peevlfltkMt, that the idea took 
poMMiioii of hit own fncy that I was making 
kim an inatrvmeiit for tny own particaUr 
profiti I^ is true, the path would have laid 
open a considerable portion of iny own pre. 
^miption, and I should have been benefitted 
n coneeqnence, but I declare, on my con. 
edenee, I had no such view in offering the 
suggestion. However, the suspicion, being 
OBce planted, was not essily unrooted ; and 
in this instance it proved as injurious to him. 
self as to me; for, rather than lay out the 
path proposed, he chose a circuitous line, 
which coat him more money, and brought the 
lands of another tract into competition with 
ttiine, thereby greatly blighting my reasons, 
hie hopes — ^nor eould he be made sensible of 
has error, imtit certain speculators from Al- 
bany came and piirchased the tract adjoining 
to his, comprehending the water privileges of 
those rapids where I was left clasping the 
tree. 

But it had pleased God, in giving him that 
perversty of character, to implant in him 
likewise a ready disposition to correct an error 
whenever he found himself in the wrong. Ac- 
' cordingly, as soon as he saw the Albany job- 
bers making preparations for building a bridge 
, to eroes the river, in order to lead a road into 
the road to Olympus, just as I had suggested, 
he came to me in the store^ and said — 

•* Well, I guess, Squire, the old man has 
been again an o^sfinacious fool. Had I not 
been as everiastrag obstinacious as a pine 
stamp, I'd 'a followed your counselling, and 
made 'at 'ere bridle-path ; but ril make up 
for it ; we shall cut right away a rieat and 
glorious road, sheer through the body of your 
spec, and into the heart of mine, smatek as a 
lifle buUet.'* 

And with his habitual activity, the very 
next morning he set the work s.going, I hav- 
ing agreed on my part to allow toward it 
twenty-five cents per acre, if I could ^et as 
much on the loss I could sell along th^' sides 
of it within the first year. Thus it -came to 
pass, that, in the course of thrfee months, two 
spacious and capital roads were 'cut' through 
the heart of my speculation, h^. which the 
yalue of the land was at once doubled ; s6 
Aat, although I had realized nothing, I was 
made at once a man of good property.- There 
is, indeed, no way of raising the value of 
wild land, bih by inaking it accessible. ' The 
forest is a mw nlaterial, and it nmst be manu. 
'^ lectured for the market before yon can hope 
fo make profit. 

' The jobbers from Albany were to the full 
aa active as Mr. Hoskins y and as they laid 
out more money in clearing their town plot, 
and in building a noble tavern, than he cetild 
afibrd to dp, which they named Napoleon, 
their settlement shot ahead at a great rate. 
Before the season was over, it began to look 
something Hke s towiii to the disquiet ef the 
old man, who could never forgive himself for 



the unworthy jealon^ whieh had cauasd bim 
to reject my advice, by whieh he had beiifl< 
fitted thoaa his rivals. 

And here I ought to point out to the ooer« 
teous reader, the very remarkable nanner in 
whieh Providence was pleased to tnin (he is. 
sues of his wrongous suspicions to my adTsii. 
tage : not only were th& two roads opened, 
but from a sense of penitence for his 'iajua. 
tice, he enlarged his donfidence in mei and 
began to give me credit for more sagaeity in 
the way of proceeding with a new -settlement, 
than he thought anybody, not an -AmericaB, 
eould possess. I bad myself no pretenaion to 
any superiority, for my system was to do no. 
thing until there was a manifest^ convenience 
and advantage to be gained by it ; and thus 
I it came to pass, by acting on that 'sJistemiou 
rule, I aoqaired the great benefit of the roads, 
by which, in the coarse of the Stat twelve 
months, I sold aa much land, besidea' paying 
uncle Hoskins three hundred -dollara tor^ ac- 
count of the roads, as brought deal; profit to 
nyaelf of more than six thousand^ with good 
and reasenabre causes to expect an increase 
in the couwe of next season. 

But in stating so much here, I am proceed- 
ing too fast, for neither the roada nor the set. 
tlement of Napoleon were begun before ilobin 
lefit us for New. York ; it woald> fiMteiere^ be 
more fitting to auspend 4be nairative of oar 
prosperity,«nd to relate the festivitiea ween. 
joyed in laying the foundatioa of Judiville, 
which the old man made a point of doing be<> 
fore the lad's departure. 

I was the more surprised that he should 
have been* so particular about this matter ; for 
ahhottgfa Robin was a great favorite with himi 
yet it is not mudi of a^ Yankee custom to be 
ceremonious about such an event as that of a 
youth going for the first time fhmi home into 
the world. Had the theu^t arieea with me, 
it would have occasioned no aurpniaa amon^ 
as ; for I have all my life been a great obser- 
ver of solemn days and anniversaries, espe* 
cially of iindias bring to mind langsyne'reool. 
lections of merry friends who have been long 
asleep under the green blanlcet &i tiieooel 
churchyard. But £»ing the old maa*s vohB. 
tary suggestion, it gave us all Inwiiinmte de. 
light, aiid perbips I was the onlji&oiie ofjthe 
whole party who thought one of tha guests 
might have been spared ; that was, the plague 
of my life, John Waft, whom Mr. 'Heskiaat 
in his eool wary, said he would invite for a 
companion to me ; a proposal which set not 
only Mrs. Hoskins a-laughin^, bat the efahd. 
ren 'and all present at the time. It veas, in* 
deed, often a wonder with me, what every- 
body saw or- thought in that incarnate moles** 
-tation, to mi^ them at all times, so •eager te 
fasten him upon me. However, I wade no 
objectlbn, bat pur a fair face oh't,iidd iaagh«l 
as heartily as the best of them at4h» idea of 
the leffibte teftsiiig 4o whieh he 
ject me. 
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CHAPTER Vn. 



< I 



" Constantionoiioliffl 
H« named it for himMlf; and tlMo to tmee 
The hallowM boanda of tlie Bu^eitio walls 
• Led the bright annjr." 

Tbb day b«iiig fiked for the ceromony of 
cutting down the fint tree in the mnriiet- 
|ilaoe«to-be of JndiviUe* - Mr. Hofiluiie took 
upon himaelf to make every kind of befittini^ 
wad proper prepention. He oMBmiinicaied 
with nobody aa lo hie intentions, but went 
about from morning to night, aometimea with 
the oarpentetBy aometimea with the biack- 
•mitb. Robin alone .was in hia confidence ; 
and for two days ve saw bat little of him, ao 
•faiiay waa he too about the preparationa. 

lloannot deny that I waa in the mean time 
tn euriou^ to know what they were doing as 
Bailie Waft himself, who had never got auoh 
job in hand from the hour of hia biith. He 
dlid nothing all day long but wander from 
Bad to Beeiaheba, and apeak of the doing 
ibai waa to be done to everybody ha met, in^ 
<|liiiiBg what it eonUi peasibly be that kept 
Mr. itekjua ao eonatanlly afoot : at last he 
happened to get a glimpse behind the curtain, 
and came priaiicd and proud with hia diacov. 
ery to &e atore, where I waa longing for in- 
tomation. 

"Do yon know, Mr. Todd/'-aaid he, 
'* what* ihfey can have propounded by yon 
great iron hoqw that the blacksmith is mak- 
ing; for -he,? like ihw rest, is as unanswering 
9» his own bellows ; what can they be for ? 
and then the big log that tlie carpenters are 
bonug, and which I thought, and I dare say 
evevybody thought, waa for a- pump: they 
tncvorput their wumble farther into it than a 
foot or-ao^ and then they sawed off the bored 
piece, and began to bore again, till th^y have 
made aeven eurioskies out of it, wliJch I do 
not understand." 

*< V\\ If^ my lugs, Mr. Waft,''«wa8 my re. 
ply, " they are cannon, and the iron hioops 
are to keep them from bursting.*' 

Sure enough it proved ao, and Robin was 
busy making cartridges out of a keg of' pow- 
der ior them. 

In-tfae mean time, the woods beqame sa. 
^nf with the fume of the numerous stewings 
.and roast&igB that wera in preparation under 
the matronly snpeiintendence of Mrs. Hos. 
kinB« The med^ing bailie want about ex. 
'umfning them aU, sometiaes taking off the 
Uda of the atewpana and anuffing ^e flavor 
with* pleased nostrils ; aometimea tasting 
#ith hia fittgers if the meat waa i<me, or suf. 
fideady seaaoaed, giving his opinion on the 
to Mrs. Hoddna in a moat erudite 



Bmnnar* 

AH being ready, and the important day 
kaviag arrived, we were surnmoned to the 
'aavavonyat sunrise. The distauce we had 
tD walk was upward of seven milea, by a path 
'fliioil^ dMT forest, from whicfa the oU man 
had aauaad tfaii brushwood to be olaaMi. A 



flourish of all the tin home of the settlement, 
usualiy empk^ed to call the wockmett to 
their mealsy announced that the prooeasion 
was ready to move. 

Mr. Hoflkins headed the whole with a 
green bough in his hat ; itien followed a long 
train of axemen, two and two. Aftcx them 
came seven parties of six boys each, carrying 
the wooden cannon on spokes ; behind them 
the 'blacksmith, with a keg of cartridges on 
his head, followed by two young men with 
lighted match-ropes j to these succeeded—'- 
headed by Bailie Waft and me, walking hand. 
in.hand as lovingly as the two babes in the 
wood — a long desultory train of the Babel- 
mandel settlers bearing the drink and pro- 
visions. 

When we reached what was destined to 
be the centre of the town, the axemen or 
choppers, cleared the brush or underwood 
from around a large tree, and the cannon 
being properly placed, the old gentleman took 
an axe and struck the first stroke, upon which 
the seven cannon were fired three times. I 
atruck the second, and so it went round, until 
the tree fell with a sound like thunder, ban- 
ishing the loneliness and silence of the woods 
for ever. 

Then we gave three cheers, the cannoii 
were fired again, and the drink being poured 
out into the tin jugs which the settlers had 
brought with them, Mr. Hoskins gave for a 
toast, " Prosperity to Judivilie," which was 
reechoed by all around, all the tin hQrns and 
trumpets sending forth a great shout. 

The provisions were soon after spread upon 
the ground, and everybody partook of the 
feast i but in one thing I was disappointed i 
I had expected the young fellows would have 
provided the means for a dance, but they 
were chiefly Americans, and of course little 
addicted to out-of-door balls, and no lasses 
had come with us. So that, notwithstanding 
everything, as far aa it went, could not have 
been-4)etter, there waa still too much of a 
solemnity. However, Bailie Waft, as beeame 
a dignitary of that degree on such an occia- 
.sion, having, by the pilotage of the bottle, got 
the weather gage of dull care, began to snap 
his fingers aud to sing ; which had such an 
efiectthat nothing else would serve n^e — ^pr<^ 
hably a little owjng to the same cause^than 
a. reel with him. Thus was the joviliaty set 
a-going, and the woods rang with the derray 
tilt- the setting sun admonished us tba^ we 
had Sj^ven mUaa of the wilderness to travel 
home. 

But the merriment did not end with the 
diaperaion of the party ; for the bailie, I muf t 
tell — being obliged to tell the truths— had, be- 
fore all was done, taken a dr^pie too In^cb, 
which caused him to yell and laugh, without 
being able to utter a word, and to spin abaut 
like a peerie— never was such an oddity. But 
how Were we to get him home ? for his knees 
had become aa aupple in the jointa aa flailf ; 
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md mh»n he Mtmnpted to eUp hia Inndf, 
liiej fell past one eaother as if they wwe 

Kwerieae, aod hie eyea Btood white In hie 
ad. He wee an object. 

Home, however, he mnstbe carried, though 
some proposed to bide and watch him. At 
laat six lada hud him across three of the 
spokes on which the cannon had been 
brooght, and bore him along. They were 
not, as it happened, in the soberest order, 
and in swinging from aide to side, the poor 
bailie tumbled off ihe bier, and" was lost some 
time before they missed him. Indeed, had it 
Bot been for me, it is hard to say if he ever 
might have been found; for although there 
was a great outcry, and shouting and laugh- 
ter, on account c^ this fbundeHng, nobody 
had wit enough left to go back and seeft for 
him, till I propoeed to do so; and then every* 
body would ; and &e consequence was nearly 
&tal to him, for he lay not far behind sound 
asleep, so that in running on the search, 
somebody iell over him, and then another and 
another, till suffocation seemed scarcely pos. 
sfble to be prevented. But I retained my 
presence of mind, and cried out **'Murder !'* 
at aome distance, making a sham as if an. 
other accident had happened. This had the 
efiect of raising the nraltitude from off the 
poor man before the breath of Hie was 
squeezed out of him. 

I got great fame by my stratagem, and the 
bailie next day acknowledged that he owed 
his life to me ; but for all that he did not mend 
his manners ; on the contrary, he was like 
the serpent (hat bit the ^countryman who 
waiined it to life in his bosom, and vexed me 
as much as ever. 



CHAPTER VIII. 



Nay, weep not, motberj I shall soon return ; 
tlest bird, ungrieved beholds her jox 
epread the light wiDg> a 
NeTM to cone agaia." 



The gentlest Dira, ungrievea nenoias ner yoi 
Spread the light wing wad quit the natal bo 



oung 



war. 



On the second day after ** the festival,*" aa 
Mr. Wan ever spoke of the ploy we had at 
Jndiviile, the preparations being completed 
for Robin's departure, he set out for New 
Yoi%, and I went with him as far as Olym- 
pus. It was at first intended I should have 
'gone to Utica, but the business of the store 
woidd not admit of so lon^ an absence : we 
Were expecting daily a fresh supply of gooda^ 
etnd moreover, many inquiries were making 
about the land ; all which constituted a cause 
for me to 'bide at home. 

From Olympus he was to make the best of 
ids way, by any kind of conveyance he conld 
obtain cheapest ; and as he was furnished by 
me with letters to some of my old Irie&ds at 
' New Yerk, especially to Mr. Primly, a most 
respectable Quaker, whom I had known from 
tris boyhood, my heart ti^as light concerning 
him. The chief source of my confidence 
: was in the boy Mhiself, wiiom it had pleased, 
6od to endow ^it^ «^ fh^exful spirit an aixy, 



taking manner that woii mnch with strangers, 
and a high sense of rectitude and hon^r* It 
is true, that some of the neighbors, especially 
that never-ending tribulation Bailie Waft, 
used to jeer me about tlienfaioF and afiwstion 
I had for my chihiren, and to ssy: thsi my 
geese were all swans; nevertheless, e^en <he 
baiUe himself, when discoursidg withsdbiie^, 
coofessed that had seen few M0 of Mb y^mm 
to eompilre with Robin Toidd. Mr. Herbert, 
the scfaoolmasterrtold mo) on the morniikg 
before his depttture, that he had eveffcquaUty 
jieeessaiy to make an holiest man sted a 
clever trader. 

But although all these assuranees wasa 
most agreeable, and although I waa botmd to 
acknowledge that hope was' .above ao^e^ 
with me in looking forwatd to the proaneols 
of my fitst-bom, and ike soa of my fiiea love ; 
sadness at timei overcast mf spirit, &nd aa 
we drove on in the wagon to OlympoB, I fielt 
the difference between the pang a paxent aed^ 
ferii in paring, with bis child to the world, 
and the regret of a son taking leave of his 
father. 

It could not be said, in semting my son to 
New Yotki that ^e trial was so severe to my 
feelings — it would not have been rationid 
had it beetl-*-*a8 that whk^ my worthy father 
endured, when he consigned my brother and 
me from the pier of Leidi to i|ie perils of the 
roaring ocean, to espouse our fbrtunea in the 
woods and uncertainties of Anierica ; but 
still, under these shadows of sadness, J fait a 
great deal, and something, toe, iike ooittri. 
tion, when I recollected how lighdy I'akoek 
bands with &e kind old nma, in biddings him 
farewell, compared with what he most have 
felt, when the tears flowed into Ivfai ejws, as 
he said, ** May theJGrod of your natrva land 
go with you !" 

That pious wish has often rung is my 
heart, and in te stillnesa of the Sabbath, 
while ruminating aldne in tha wfUeraasa, it 
has mel^d me widi soirow ; far -ray- father 
was a religious- man, and Ihase was featfiil- 
ness, and a doubt in his words ; as if, on- the 
foreign, shorsj we might xiieat with laaipta. 
tioiis that would lead us tOifbiget the k^id- 
neas he had home to ub. Thank HeaveOi 
that never came to passim 
' In the coiBse of the joum^ to dymptiis, I 
began three or four times to giveJtobin some 
waraiag of the world, and admonitioa hipw 
to Gonduet himaelf ; but all 1 said ever ended 
in beseeehvig him, ss the fet of diitiM, lobe 
frugal. Why this should iiave bean the 
burden of my songt baa often, since *os»toed 

3e to wonder, for he had never shown angbt 
a prodigal indintlien^ '■:•■. ^ 
I ought not, however, to deseant longer oH 
the excelleneejof Ms nataie, whan ha ywn ad 
fnsm. under the pasen'tal wmg— but loaanot 
help it The indStingof this narratioi^baflffB 
badL the recoUecttiaA of pleasteit days ; inod 
though cares were among the hopes with 
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Vrbich I bade him adieu^ who could have 
thought that the fair promiae of hia iunocent in- 
teg^j WDuldi in two little y^ara^bave been all 
hiownaway, like the ^ilosaom thatneTercomes 
to fruit ^ And yeti I cannot think of hia 
faulls — i can but remember the pretty boy in 
the bloom of .fifteen, who had nevQr, before 
we parted, given me cause for one harsh 
word. But it was the will of Proyidence : 
my temporal cup was to be filled to overflow- 
ing ; and it. was meet I should taste thait 
something of sorrow, which is ever, mora or 
leas, mingled with the allowance of life. 

We had beenf late, in leaving Babelmapdel, 
and in consequence it was dark before w^ 
reached Olympus. I droye straight to Napk- 
eta' tavern, but, on arriving, some scruple 
was made to admit us, as the house was in 
dishabille, the wife and children having two 
days before been sent on to Utica, whither 
Nacketa himself was intending, with thp re- 
mainder of th^ir.gear^ to follow in the mom. 
ing. However, upon persuasion, he not only 
'Consented to receive us, but, in a very, friend- 
manner, ofl'^red to take my son along with 
hifl^ in his, nyagou ; a atroka of good fortune 
we had no reason to expect. 

Owing to ^6 unfurnished state of the 
house, we had but sorry accommodation that 
night, jand. neither of us had much sleep: 
iRobia was talkative, and full of the idea of 
aeeing his old schoolfellows, wondering if 
this and that had taken place among them. 
And my mind was bu^ with many perplexi- 
ties. 

As X thought of th« time when, a few 
youths before, I had purchased* the goods 
Jrom Mr. Nackets, I could see plainly before 
me that, if. health and. strength were granted, 
I was ordained to be soon a man of consider, 
able property. But I had come to the third 
atage of life, the parting with my dear boy ; 
and although there was nothing in the occa- 
.sion to make me regard it in any degree as 
an extraordinary event, yet gradually, aa the 
night sank into silence, a.deeper and a darker 
shade spread over my reflections. 

I rose with the first brightening of the gray 
^morning light, and, without disturbing Kobin, 
wlio was then asleep, I wallved out and sat 
down on tram of the wagon which had^ 
brought us from Babelmandet, where I had 
not been many minutes, when I discovered a 
man comiug toward the house. Something 
in hjs appearance, even at a considerable dis. 
tauce, interested my attention ; and as he 
'di;ew near, there, was air about him very dif- 
ferent indeed to that of the commonalty of 
Battlers. 

'Before he came up to where I was sitting, 
a boy about seven or eight years old appeared 
in sight. I saw they were father and aon, 
find it struck nie aa something worthy of no- 
tice that I should have such a rencounter at 
Bueh a time. 

The father halted and inquired for the road 



whi^ led to the new settlements, and out of 
this a conversation arose between us, from 
which Ijeamed that he intended to be a set- . 
tier, ana that he nad only but recently arrived^ 
with hia family, from the old country. It 
farther trai^pired, that he was a Presbyterian 
clergyman of the Scottish church, and had 
been regularly licensed to preach by the Pres- 
bytery of Dundreigh ; but being without. a 
patron, had not been able to obtain a church. 

The account of him, and the .testimonials 
to his character, which he had brought with 
him, were to me highly agreeable, for I had 
long been anxiouis to obtain a properly edu- 
cated plargyman to settle among us, as the 
reader already wcir knows.. I accordingly 
advised him to send back his laddie to the 
house where he had left the wife and family, 
and to come with me to see the settlement, 
and to favor us with a sermon on the morrow, 
which was the Sabbath day. 
, Mr. Bell, for so he was called, was no less 
plea^d at having fallen in with me, and ac- 
ceeded very happily to my proposition. Soon 
after, we had some breakfast, and Mr. Kack 
ets being ready for the road, we mounted our 
respective wagons at the same time ; Robin 
going with him, and the minister with me. 
In parting with my boy, I was constrained 
by Nature to drop a tear upon his .neck as I 
bade, him adieu. 

"He is a fine boy, that — your son," said 
Mr. Bell ; " but it 's a pity to send hiin so 
soon to a populous city alone. He has a 
lively and a gallant look,, and may need tend- 
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I was surprised at this remark, and de- 
scribed to the minister the true nature of the 
stripling, and the innocence of his heart. 
^ Great changes take place in the characters 
of young men between the tyning and th^ 
winning,*' was the reply expressed, with niore 
strength than the occasion seemed to call for. 

CHAPTER IX, 

•* There is a malice in the worH's remembcance * 
That will not let our arrora be foraotten : 
Though we may blanche them with immortal virtues, 
Still will their blomishesj lack lustye blanks, 
Eeniatu at blots for envious scorn to point at." 

As we had no minister at Babel mandel^ I 
need not tell the courteous reader we had no 
church; but wlien we were visited by a 
preacher, ^e contrived to make a temporary 
place of worship, in one of the buildings 
which die speculators were erecting for a 
tavern. On the occasion of Mr. Bell's preach- 
ing, the weather being calm and brigjit, a pulpit 
was raised in the open air, undep a large tree 
— the elm under which my sweet baby's sad 
wake was held, and the settlers assembled 
around him from all parts of the settlement 
well on to ihe number of a thousand person^ 
old and young — ^the greatest congregation we 
bad yet collected. I missed; however, Mf. 
Waft from the crowd ; an extraordinary 
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tknf , ooiMidering the bntiiieis of the day ; 
it being ondentood, that if Mr. Bell nre 
tfatisfactioii, we were to engage him for mree 
months. 

At fint, I imagined aomething had surely 
happened to the bodie, and I was angry with 
myself that any thought about him shonld in. 
terfere with my attention to the sermon, 
which was really worthy of all I could be- 
stow on it, being not only sound and ortho* 
dox, but deliTelred with a force and style of 
language far above common. Toward the 
conclusion, I however discovered him walk- 
ing at some distance among the trees behind 
the pulpit, as if keeping aloof from the con- 
gregation, yet curious to see what was going 
on. By and by he drew nearer and nearer, 
till he caught tfiy eye ; which he had no 
sooner done, than he shook his head in a sig. 
liiiicant manner, and gave a queer distrustful 
smile, as much as to say, '* This is poor stufij 
and will never do ;" — ^I was both vexed ana 
surprised. 

It would not be easy to dtecribe what I 
suffered at witnessing such irreverence, being 
totally incapable of understanding what it 
meant, for the matter and the manner of the 
preacher were both most excellent ; so I re- 
solved, as soon as the service should be over, 
to interrogate motives of such indecorum ; 
but at the conclusion, the molester was no^ 
where to be seen. 

In the afternoon Mr. Bell preached ^ain ; 
and while the congregation were assembling, 
I had some talk concerning him with the 
most respectable of the settlers, who were all 
of opinion that he would be a great catch to 
the settlement ; even Mr. Hoskins, who was 
but little disposed to take any interest in re- 
ligious matters, expressed himself with more 
warmth and satisfaction than was to be ex- 
pected from his cool and phlegmatic charac- 
ter. 

" Well," said the old gentleman, when I 
inquired what he thought of the minister, '* I 
guess he 's a snag in the deviPa way, and I *d 
a double deal sooner go to heaven by his road, 
than .aipg the 109th Psalm on Jedediah Jen. 
kins, what set fire to my bom before I knowed 
the Squire." 

The second sermon was better than the 
£Kt> and nothing could exceed the attention 
with which it was heard ; but Bailie Waft 
was 8tm not there. Toward the end of it, 
however, he again made his appearance ; far 
offf, and sliding on. the skirts of the camp, as 
in the forenoon ; and his. profane si^ to me 
were still more emphaticql than on that occa- 
aion, wl^gh caused me to marvel jexceedingly, 
and to. resolve to see the bottom of his mean, 
ing. Accordingly, I followed him with my 
eye, and so lost the good of the preaching, 
till the service was over ; I then went straight 
•^toward him, and said : 

'< Mr. Waft, it was a guilty and unaccount- 
able thing of you to \>Te9k in upoajne in the 



way yon have twice dona tfaiir day, and I re- 
quest you will give me an explanation. You 
made murg^ons with your inoitth, and deri- 
sions with your gestures, as if there was aome. 
thing about the preacher calling for mockery.*^ 

** I ken him — I ken wha» he is," replied 
the ettercap, *' a bonny like minister ; he's a 
sticket one though.'' 

" What do you mean, Mr. Waft 7 I have 
not heard more gospel truth come oqt of the 
mouth of man since I came to America, not 
even out of Dr. Mason's, at New- York, than 
I have heard this day from Mr. Bell.** 

^There's no doubt he can preach,*' replied 
the modiwart ; <* there was na' a man of hia 
class, it waa said, at the Divinity Hall o' 
Glasgow that could have equalled him. But, 
Mr. Todd, where fell you in with himt" 

'* It would seem," said I, somewhat dis- 
concerted at hearing such innuendoes, '* that 
you have some by-gone acquaintance with 
Mr. BeU : what ist you know to his preju- 
dice r 

" It was a fault, it was a fault — ^it was a 
young man's fault ; some made light of it, 
and no doubt he has by this time repented." 

"Repented, Mr. Waft! In the name of 
goodness,** cried I, '* of what had he to re> 
pent ?'* 

" It's manifest, Mr. Todd, I see,*' repHed 
that most provocative bodie, '*that ye ken 
but little of Amos Bell ; and I am juat con. 
founded, how a man of your sagacity and 
natural wisdom could have thought of bring- 
ing the likos of him to the settlement — a 
sticket minister, and no^ for the lack of talent, 
but for '* 

At this I interrupt him, and said with a 
voice of austerity, " Mr. Waft, your conduct 
this day has been very quisqos, and I must 
insist on knowing what you know about Mr. 
Bell ; or I will go to him myself, and cause 
you to be brought before him, and you shall 
be scrutinized, both you and him, face to 
face." 

" I should hope there will be no occasion,*' 
was the answer I got, with something like a 
pulling in of the horns ; and then he added, 
" but it was far from my thought to do him 
an iryury. If ye're content with him, and if 
the settlers are content, it's little my p^rt to 
rip up o|d sores." 

" f insist on knowing, Mr. Waft !" was my 
downright and dogmatical observation on this 
most scandalous impute ; " and if you dont 
speak out and tell the truth, I must say you 
are a backbiter, and no honest man. What 
is it that you have heard to the detriment 6[ 
this gentleman's character 7" 

" In a faehionit may be said," was the re. 
ply, somewhat impudently, " that I ktiow no. 
thing to the disadvantage of his character as 
a gentleman, but as a ininister of the Gospel. 
Ye have loose notions on these points in 
America — see, l^fr. Todd, that ye're no yowr- 
sel corrupt.*' 
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"Win yOtt give me Mtisfaedoii, or will'ydti 
Dot V was my stern cate^rical. 

'^If I don't, what then?*' was his short 
answer, for you may discern he was waxing 
obstinate. 

•' Nay, if you ft^e resolved to persevere in 
blighting a man's good name with pestifer. 
OQs'insinuatiohs, I am only exposing myself 
to the same blemish by conversing with you. 
Surety, Mr. Waft, you ought to see, that be- 
ings here all strangers to one another, we are 
all equally Bound, for matual security, to keep 
the fold free of black sheep. Now I would 
seriously beg, as a favor, to know the reason 
of your eschewing Mr. Bell in the manner 
yo&' have donei?* 

"Well, then, since you ask it as a fhvor, I 
cannot well refuse. You see, when he was 
at die college, he was a young man of a great 
promise, and there was a sough anent his 
trial sermon, as if he would be ancrther Dr. 
Chalmers. Och ! hone ! hardly was he lees. 
hanced by the Presbytery, when — ye have 
pressed me sore, Mr. Todd, I really wishjye 
would just be content with what I have told 
you. Oh! it was a black story." 

•* Well, well, but what was it ?'* 

*• la there no* a risk of him bringing an ac- 
tion of damage for defamation against me V* 

I was deprived of the power of speech at 
this, and turned my back upon the insuffera. 
ble — ^what shoifld I call him ? — my patience 
being utterly exhausted.' 

** Well, f see," said he, " ye will be satis- 
fied, so the sin be upon your own|head. Amos 
Bell — ^hi's name's Amos — had not been lees- 
haaced above a week, when it was bruited 
that he had met with a misfortune along with 
his landlady's dochter. To be sure, no time 
was lost in soldering the damage ; but it was 
not a thing that could be hidden, for in less 
than three months a living witness came forth, 
by which he was cut off from all hope and 
chance of preferment. What became of him 
since that time ^ never heard, but really to 
see liim in a poopit, like & minister of the 
Gospel, was to me a very comical kind of im- 
posture." 

I waited to hear no more — ^but what was 
to be done ? _ 

CHAPTER X. ^ 

« 'Twas bx th« prattle dfan idle tonifue 
The wrong was doiie — not firom a spiteful heart.*' 

I BAD invited Mr. Bell to take a cup of tea 
with us, a;id likewise Mr. Herbert, the school- 
master, who was a most superior man indeed ; 
but I was so much disconcerted by what J 
had heard from that itl-speaking bodie, John 
Waift, that I could hardly muster courage 
enough to take me home to join them. 

The more I reflectett on the story, I was 
the more displeased with the meddling. Mr. 
Bell had told me, as we were coming from 
Olylnpus together in the wagon, that he had 
been marriM ten yean, and had seven cbil- 



dren — a heavy h&ndful." tlismanners were of 
a regulated methodical mildness, and he had 
a calm look of resignation, which begot a 
good opinion of him. It was impossible he 
could have been long within that ten yeaia 
addicted to disorderly courses ; and there was 
a fatherly solicitude in the manner he spoke 
of the reasons which had induced him to come 
to America with his family, that showed he 
waif not only a man of gentle affections, but 
likewise animated by a right religious princi- 
ple : I could have wished that the tongue had 
been cutted out of the mouth of that John 
Waft. 

The first movement of my mind, after part- 
ing from him, was to consult Mr. Herbert 
and Mr. Hoskins ; but, upon better consider 
ration, I thought it would not do^Mr. Her* 
bert being of the sect of the Church of Eng- 
land, and of course prelatic and concupiscible 
in his notions, could have no right sense of 
the case ; and Mr. Hoskins, being an indefi- 
nite Methodist, could have no sense of it at 
all. Truly, that afternoon, I was in great 
straits ; and I took a turn in the woods by 
myself, cogitating what was to be done. 

After the best consideration I was able to 
bestow on the subject, it appeared to be a 
matter in which I ought to have but a small 
conceni. In the end, my principal feeling, as 
in the first instance, was of an angry sort 
against John Waft, for having molested me 
with the story ; for I thought that whatever 
was loose or immoral in it at the beginning, 
ten years of patient drudgery in a school, 
with the hard struggles necessary to provide 
food and raiment for a small family of seven 
children, made penance enough to bleach 
even a darker transgression. The chief vexa- 
tion, therefore, that in the end disturbed me, 
was the dream of the story spreading abroad 
among the settlers, with whom, as I have al- 
ready intimated, a pious minister was to the 
full as much wanted as a magistrate of tem- 
poral power. 

One thing led to another ; by the time I 
reached home, I was not altogether very well 
satisfied with my own management in the 
business. I blamed myself fur having been 
so short to the bailie, with whom I a^/^hi to 
have reasoned against the usclessness, if not 
worse, of invoking back the ghost of forgotten 
guilt. In a word, before t reached the door, 
I resolved to send Charles for the bailie to 
join us, none doubting that a few words of 
conversation with Mr. Bell would have the 
effect of repressing his gossiping disposition, 
I had, however, dn entering the house, the 
delight to find my intention anticipated. Pro. 
vidence having so turned the insatiate curio- 
sity of the meddler, that he was there before 
me, and cracking away like a pengun to the 
reverend gentleman, with whom he laid him- 
self out in the couthiest manner to the best 

advantage. , ^^ , - . 

I need say no more than I have done of the 
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dianctei of Mr. Bell ; bat it wMild be a 
blameable omiasioD, were I not to notice a 
Teiy striking instance of Christian humility 
on his part, which had ten times more ioila- 
ence with the bailie, than all I could have 
said either in argument or persuasion. • See- 
ing that he was remembered, and discerning 
that the cause of his failure in the ministry 
was known to Johu Waft, and would pro. 
bably spread farther, Mr. Bell quietly wised 
the conversation upon juvenile indiscretions 
and the passions of youth, ^till a fit occasion 
arose to speak of the fault he had himself 
committed; which he did in a way, that, 
without lessening the respect he had inspired, 
moved all present to look upon him with rever- 
ence, tempered with compassion. 

That night, as Bailie Waft judiciously said, 
and it was one of the few judicious sentiments 
he ever uttered, was salubrious to our souls, 
and fraught with health and wholesomeness 
to every soul in the settlement ; for after Mr. 
Bell hsid retired, the bailie, who had accom- 
panied him to the tavern, came back, and with 
the help of Mr. Herbert's counsel, it was 
agreed that I should try in the morning what 
money could be raised, to induce the worthy 
man to remain a season among us. In this 
matter I had fresh reason to respect Mr. Hor. 
bert ; for although, as I have said, he was of 
an intolerant sect, he considered less the 
Pkesbjrterian connection of the preacher, than 
the good which so enlightened and well-in- 
formed a man was likely to do among a back, 
sliding people. Alas ! it wjis daily becom- 
ing more and more manifest that the leprosy 
of the backwoods could not long be kept out 
of the settlement. 

But before T proceed to the sequel of this 
affair, I should mention that Mr. Hoskins, 
seeing the importance with which the settlers 
in Babelmandel regarded a clergyman and a 
schoolmaster, made his own calculations, and 
was up and forth early in the morning before 
*me. As yet, there were few actual settlers 
at his town of Judiville, and these were still 
dwelling in shanties ; but a considerable num- 
ber who had bespoken lots were to come on 
in the fall, to raise their houses before winter ; 
and he saw it would be much for his profit 
to be abw to advertise, among the other ad- 
vantages of his settlement, that an effectual 
preacher and schoolmaster was provided in 
the same person. 

Thus it happened, by tie time I had con- 
ferred with the heads of the principal fami- 
lies, Mr. Hoskins had been with Mr. Bell, and 
had agreed with him, that he was to take up 
bis residence at the end of three months at 
Judiville, in the double capacity of preacher 
and teacher ; they had farther agreed, that in 
case Mr. Bell did not take an agreement with 
my party, he was to go forthwith to Judiville. 

It may easily be imagined that I was a good 
deal surprised at hearing of this paction when 
IJoinod Mr. Bell in the course of the fore- 



noon, after having artaoged what I.eoMidir* 
ed a very acceptable offer for hinr. Koir cottid 
I think Mr. Hoskins had acted so fair sod 
square above board on the business, as might 
have been expected, and so I told~him ^ but 
his answer was reasonable. 

*<The Squire/' said he, ** hadn't a^ada 
htm no proposal at all, and was duberous if 
his charackter would serve. Now, says I to 
giyself, seeing as how the cat jumps, if so be 
as I steps in, before nothing and scrape. of pen». 
Where's the harm 1 But iie Squire ought for 
to know — ^ha*n't I had more generositic than 
to cut him clean out» for says I to Mr. Beu» 
' 'Em' ere folks Here, they want to gospeler» 
and may make you an offer, so I won't inter- 
fere ; for, Mr. Bell, you sees,' says I, * my vil^ 
lage ha'n't a.got a house in't;' wasn't that 
fair, square, and above board 7 ' But, three 
months agone from this time, we should have 
all sails set, and then you can open school and 
Bteeple-ho.use, for I'd give more than two 
cents to have religion popular at my village ;* 
and so in this we shakes bands, and the Squire 
may have him for the three months ; but if 
he won't, then I will, and the child's name's 
Antony." 

But not to summer and winter on this topic, 
I shall here come to a conclusion. It was 
agreed that Mr. Bell should remain with ua 
for three months, at the end of which time, 
with the consent. of Mr. Hoskins, if he could 
make a better bargain with us than witli him, 
he was to be free to make a new one« The 
consent of the old man to this was commend, 
ed as liberelj inasmuch as he had really made 
a confirmed black and white agreement ; and 
no one was louder in commenda^on of bia' . 
liberality than'I was myself, but I got a les- 
son not to hallpo until you are out of the 
wood ; for when all was settled and signed, 
a doubt in the course of the afternoon came 
across the mind of that porcupine of affliction 
the bailie, who, to do him justice, had taken 
an active part in the work, as if he was desir- 
ous to atone for the ill, which his communica. 
tion to me might have done to Mr. Bell, and 
in the gloaming, while we were at supper, he 
came to deliver himself of this doubt, to me. 
I could see by his looks, the moment his queer 
twinkling e'en were discecaed in the shadow 
of the doorway, that he was big with some, 
thing whieh he thought of importance ; but as 
he often in that state conceived and brought 
forth nothing, I was generally far from being 
inclined to lend him an ear. On this occa« 
sion, however, considering the satisfactory 
manner in which be had conducted himself 
in the business of the subscription, and the 
contrition of his whole behavior toward the ' 
minister, I was disposed to be indulged, and 
so I invited him civilly to come ben, and take . 
a chack of supper with us, which be did in a 
better bred manner than I was prepared for; 
Mr. Hoskins making room for him at the ta. 
ble between himself and Mr. Herbert, 
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, CS^TER XI. 

"Tobetornottobe!" 
Wbsn w» had fimshed oar mesl, the iiigbt 
being Wertn and close, I proposed that we 
nhould adjourn to the 8toop*---for by thia time 
I had ao far corai^ied with the fashion, as to 
hapre a stoop or Teranda along the front of my 
house. Mr. Ueekins, having lighted his ci. 
gaiv •joined us, dragging out the'roekine-chair 
behiDd him, for he prefsrred it on all occa. 
sions while smoking in the stoop. The bailie 
took his seat on the bench beside me ; and 
as soon as- we were composedly arranged for 
conversation, he bent slightly forward, and 
laying his left hand on my' right knee, he 
turned towar^Mr. Hoekins, who was swing. 
ing oD the chair a little in front, and said— 

''^GentleipMi, I bavajL notion that in Ais 
coalraet with Mr. Bell, some o' ns have not 
had ottr wits s^ well gathered as was to have 
been desiised on an occasion of such solem. 
aity ; in shorty gentlemen, I have a doubt." 

** There can be no donbt of that,** replied 
I, joenlarly ; at the same timet by a glance he 
gave mO) whioh I saw by the moonlight, I 
was pemuaded he had something to ettle at 
me. ** But what's this doubt abont, bailie ?*? 

** Ye see, gentlemen,*' he resumed, ** I >m 
no blaming you Mr. Hoekins, and everybody 
knows well that Mr. Todd 's never in the 
vrwng." 

" Qem !'* exclaimed the old man, whiffing 
out a long wreath of smefce, and spitting whh 
an erophMfis far beyond the railing of the stoop. 

" I hope no offiince,'* continued the plague; 
" bnt really, Mr. Todd, you must just let a 
fiend use a friend's freedom; I think we 
bave been all fsy in this affiiir. Ye see, Mr. 
Todd, I dinna give you all the wyte o*t;'l 
ake port of the blame to myself: I confess 
and aUow that I am art and part.*' 

«' I think, Mr. W«ft," said I, slightly dis* 
tnrbed, and wondering what was to be the 
vpshot of such a preface-—'* I think, Mr. Waft, 
if yon would tell us what ye mean first, we 
would then better know on whose shoulders 
the blame, if blame there be, should be laid. 
Can yon,' Mr. Hoekins, nnderstand what he 
means?'' 

'*Well, I guess, I does," replied the old man. 

" It'B' more than I do/' was my answer ; 
and I added, fearing that he might have 
heard somietfaingf firesh to the disadvantage of 
Mr. BeD— " bnt whatever yon have got to 
8ay» it ia now too brte ; we have agreed with 
the gentleman for three months, s^ pay we 
mnsL'* 

'^Iwishteit.was all te calamity; three 
months wilLaAoawear away, but J must have 
a sineete word wStb you, Mr. Hoekins. How 
long was your agreement for after the three - 
montbrwere ottt?** 

•"Weli, I reckon," said Mr. Hoskins, 
" twelve months— yes, jost twelve months.'* 

''-kow, Mr. Todd, do' you bear diat? a 
whole twelvemonth !" 



By this time I was hegiantng to«fry, be- 
cause there appeared to be a suspicion of 
something defective in what we bad done, 
and chiefly becauee the impudent bodie wsa 
maniiestly intending to make, me the acape- 
goat ; I therefore said to him with severity-*- 

*' I wish you would speak to the purpose, 
Mr. Waft ; or to what purpose do you speak ? 
Mr. Bell ia engaged for three months." 

'* True ; that 'a admitted^ Mr. Todd ; but I 
have my doubts thai he 's engaged for twelve 
months more— theie 'a a tickler for you, Mr. 
Todd !" 

I felt the cold sweat burst from every por6.; 
for no sooner had he uttered the words, than 
I saw, that if we did not make a new agree- 
ment with him at the end of the ihtee months* 
better for hm^ thap whet he had made with 
Mr. Hoskins, and if Mr. Hoskins did not 
choose to have him', we were bound to take 
him at the rate he was to have been paid by 
Mr. Hoskins. This was alarming as it then 
seemed, and I turned to the old gentleman, 
and said, half aerious and half merrily, " This 
is pretty liberality." 

" I calculate it is. Squire; so be the mania 
apostolioal," was his dry answer. 

*' And if he prove otherwise," exclaimed 
the bailie, patting his own left hand with hiA 
his right-hand Bngers, and looking from nn* 
der his brows like an astrologer, " our frigid 
Mr.. Todd, poor man, has sold his hen in a 
rainy day." 

I appeal to the whole world if such treat* 
ment was to be borne ; but, nevertheless, what 
was the use of argolbargoling^ with such a 
heckle 1 so, constraining all my patience and 
fortitude together, I said sedately, ** But what 
have you heard more to the disadvantage of 
Mr, Bell ?»! 

*' Me ! I have heard nothing,'* ezeleimed 
the ' ■ ■■ ; I have na' another -name for him ^ 
" and grieved I am for what I hinted to you 
of his forgotten and repented fault.*' 

<* Moonshine !" said Mr. Hoskins, taking 
the cigar from his lips, and spitting tfgain far 
beyond the railing of the stoop. 

** Then, in the name of goodness," cried I 
with iodignstion, '* what has brought yon 
here ? and what have we to do with the con- 
tmct more than to see it fulfilled ? Mr. Bell 
his given satisfactory tokens of a humble and 
unaffected Christian character ^ and the cer. 
tificates and teatimoiiials that he has produced 
of his conduct while echoolmastMr of > Dun- 
dreigh are all far above common. The two 
Unea from thf Laird of Dunnywhistle speak 
volumes in his praise ; he calls him a heaven. 
ward-gDing man." 

"I doubt the laird's no judge/' replied 
John WaA ; " did you na' observe that scarcely 
a word in the laird's testifioate was right spelt f 
But, Mr. Todd, if you are content with the 
bargain you hove made for the settlement, it 
is little my bueinees to find fault, only 1 think- 
it hsB na' been managed with imt ^at pecu^ 
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liailty wiMMwitb « proper man /oi boiiiieM 
would hare managed it.'* 

" Take your change out of that !" aaid Mr. 
Hoakins, nudging my elbow, and making the 
smoke spin .ft-om his nostrils in a comical 
fashion. But I could sufier no more at that 
time; so I lose from my seat, and sternly 
told John Waft that he might look out for 
another market to take his olisfamaclaven to. 

** I hope we '11 no part in displeasure,** was 
his reply : **l'm sure all thought of harm or 
disrespect was far from me wli^n I came here 
this night ; and if it had na' been that you 
ran -away with the hook so rashly, there was 
nodnng I said to have caused such a boiling 
in your breast I only wanted to hear from 
yoa, who aie esteemed the longest-headed 
man in die settlement, whether I had gotten 
a tkht understanding.'* 

''That's very doubtful," said I; but he 
yffent on, taking no notice. 

'* Because, if I 'm in the right, there need 
be no such sough about Mr. Hoskins* liber. 
aliQr, especially as wa are to run the risk of 
Mr. Bell's trials ; for should he no give satia- 
faetioQ, we '11 be bound to keep him for twelve 
months longer. Oh, ye pawkie divil, Mr. Hoa^ 
kiM, it 's a Yankee trick !'* 

I had never heard the old man laugh ; a 
feeMe, sober emile, just twirling the comers 
of his mouth and Ids eyes, was the utmost 
risibility he ever gave way to, and even to 
that extent only on rare occasions; but at 
this address from the bailie he broke out into 
such a catamot, and with a sound so droll, 
and yet so unlike laughter— it was like the 
rudible of a cart.load of stones — ^that the chiU 
dran, who were stripped and ready for their 
beds, came to^ see what has happened, and 
all hands joined in the diversion. I have a 
nofion, however, that it wag not so much the 
^««8eTy of &e bailie's wit that tiekled his 
merriment, as the thought how he had shot 
me round the corner, in the seeming liberality 
which he had shown in modifying his agree, 
raent with Mr. Bell, at my instigation : for I 
had remarked in him a curious kind of exul- 
tation, whenever he happened to get the 
slightest advantage over me, particularly from 
the time of my grand ipec of the twenty rtiou- 
sand acres, concerning which it now behoves 
metosfty something. 

CHAPTER Xn. 

*' a&f, on the breexy t6p of thto hi^ hill, 
Lei ui, fm/aiciag to have gained «aeb heuditi 
Eestandbetbanltful!" • ^^. 

Fbox the time it was understood that both 
Mr;.HiMkins mid the Albany Land Company 
intended to plant villages, a pause in the pro. 
greasion of Babelmanitet took place, and sev- 
eral settlers, who had come with the intention 
of remaining there, went and took lots at- 
J^udivillff. In the memtime, the roads both 
from Ja4iTiUa iu4 }lq>otoatD» the Campanff 



town, were being ^petaS^HtitiAijlk my block, 
and many inquiries were nude aa to my priea 
and intentionB ; bat I gava no direct aMwvr 
to any of theoi^ reaerving myaeJf' until ike 
roada should be- practicable* 

When this waa the «aaa, and wliaa tha 
Company aB<f .Mr. Haekina had 6xed ihair 
prices, I also fixed mine« at a quarter of a 
dollar higher per acre ; much to thetectBalejv 
nation of the old gentiemao^ whose aniaia> 
ment waa increaaed atifindiog,. that, notwith* 
standing the difierence, I received more offers 
for my land than he did. 

It was seemingly not eaay to aoooont for 
this preference, which, indeed, Burpriaed my. 
self, who had no other reaaon m fixing the 
price higher, than a vagoe nciion, that in 
cooaideration of two roada pasaing tfatot^ 
the land, the aettlers would prabahly nol Ofu 
ject to give it. I ought* however* to oooAsa, 
that I was a little swayed by a secret raason» 
not so rational. The price I -fixed would, 
leave me a clear profit oif a dollar per acre, 
which, upon twenty thouaand acres, suppoeing 
no tliereafter increase, and that I oould dia- 
pose of the whole within the five yearn of tho 
contract, would yield the aubstanttai part of 
five thousand poundft^the utmost I had ever 
thought of for a competeney to retire upon. 

But worldly fortune was more iiberal than 
my expectations. The rumor d the three* 
settiements going on and progressing togetin^r, 
our excell^t school, and our eloquent pmaahv 
er, and, above all, the judieiona mumar in- 
whiph Mr. Hoakins disposed of his water 
privikgea, attracted settlers from all quaitank 
Judiville, before rthe close of ^e saaaoD, Iraa • 
a large village, and a compai^ was imaneA 
there for the conetruction of mills» i<m a scaki 
so extensive, that the aettlement; with fiioae , 
around it, waa regarded as one of the moat 
promisiog ever opened in the state. All this 
brought grist to my mill. 

S^ing the increasing demand for laod^ I 
laid out my twenty thousand acres in a* way 
which was greatly approved. Eust. ah)und 
Mr. Hoskin's &Ye hundred acres,- 1 made an 
extensive reservation, immediately imtatigBeua 
to Judiville, reaching up the river as far aa 
the skirta of Napoleon* the town of the Albany 
apeeulatora. Second, I divided the remainder 
of my block into panllel Tots, in the uauat 
manner ; but I did not allow die aetfien to 
pick and choose* At .first I only allowed 
every third lot to be aold^ than «vety aecond, 
and finally those which then remained vacant ; 
making a considerable advance in the prica. 
when the firal class was aeld uS, nai ao with 
the third, when the aecond was diapofled o£- 
In this way, besides the advantage of aaUinir 
the good and bad land together, I obtainef^ 
as the settlement proceeded, prices far abtffe 
my expectation for.th»lo«B, without toachinfir 
the reservation round Judiville, which I kept 
back until the main plui of my ]pf^-erapti6xi' 
ferhottld be aold. 
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It jn «nKe» tltftltev^ ywm ^^atpued before 
lb* preeaedp of the aalefl were Jtealised ; but 
it is as well to conclude the histPiy of my 
speculations in this part of these memeira, be- 
cause I embarked in no other. It would, in- 
deed, be drawing too laiigely on the reader's 
patience, to expect ^m to ^e any interest 
in aiialrs bo strietiy of the shop ; and, there, 
fore, having laid open the sowces from which 
the means arose that enabled me to retire 
from business, at, comparatively, the summer 
«t Hfe, I shall now go on with' qiy narmtive, 
.no farther noticing the growth of my4>roe- 
parity than may seem reqainte at times to 
make matters plain and understaadable. 

Bat before winding up this branch of my 
Mography, I am bound to point out to the 
jrottthful reader how little of my good luck 
was owing to my own wisdom and devices : 
this ia the move necessary, for thoi^h it is but 
in a jocular way, I am apt to represent my. 
self too much as the architect of my own for- 
tune. 

The blight which had (alien on Olympus, 
Mid the ague that afflicted Mr. Naoketa, 
throogh the infloences of which I was ena. 
bled to buy that capital nest-egg for the store 
Ui BabelnMuuiel, were in no way owing to 
any ability of mine. Aa little were the mo- 
tives which induced Mr. Hoskiua to sell his 
(arm and- settleiDents in Vermont to come 
•1^ live with us, bnuging all his pmperty ; 
and nothing could be more like a God-send 
ban the way in which I was led to agree, 
'^ust in the aick of time, with the land agent 
for the twenty thousand acres. No doubt it 
■lay be said^ that in making that bargain I 
bad shown foresight ; but I am loth to take 
mtich credit ^ myself, while i agree with the 
gteneraUty of the pabhc in thinking the ogent 
was, maybe, rather quick in acceding to my 
proporal. But then this should be said for 
him— 4e had been several years in the man- 
s^enentfdnnng which hisbusiDeBS had moved 
very heavily, and exporienee did not warrant 
him to expect the sadden tide of emigration 
whidi came flowing upon .the couniry after 
the war. In fact, it is to Mr. Hoskins** aaga- 
doiis discernment of what was coming to 
iMsSy that I am indebted, under a hi^iBr pow- 
er^for «U the benefits deriyed horn the specu- 
ktei. Ha foresaw where the people w«re 



coming from by whom the weatera territory 
was to be inhabited, and he it was that point- 
ed out to me the advantage of acquiring as 
much land as possible in the earliest stage of 
the settlement. Certainly I may claim for 
myself, if the suggestion of Providence can 
be so appropriated, the merit of diBceming 
the scheme of taking the land in pre-emption 
for a term of years ; but it was, in sober ^ade, 
a thing not to be hoped the agent would agree 
to; It was a doing on the faith of the pro- 
verb, that faint heart never won fair lady ; 
and the. chief merit qf it, as a stroke of busi. 
ness, consisted, as fa^ as I was concerned, in 
there being no risk, while to the agent also it 
was a saving of all trouble for five years, 
the term of the preemption being ibr that 
period. 

One thing the reader will remark in this 
place* as curious, and that is, my remaining 
at Babelmandel after the founding of Uncle 
Hoskins^ city i but in this there was a policy 
which ought to be explained. The discom- 
forts of the first few years of a new settlement 
are unspeakable ; and I had fixed my loca- 
tion befere Judiyille was thought of, and h^d 
established the store there, which was doings 
as well aa men of common sense and sedate 
reason «onld expect. Therefore, until die 
city was somewhat advanced, and the first 
roughness wheeled away, it was agreed, after 
due deliberation with the old man, that I and 
the store should remain where we were for 
some time : but in thiawe had an eye to futu- 
rity i for in disposing of the town lots, he re- 
served &e best in tj^e market-pUce, on which, 
in good time, we erected the large and hand- 
some brick edifice, with the stoif^. piazza, in 
front^ which faces yon in coming from Babel- 
mandel, just at the junction of Hoskins street 
and Todd street, between the Mansion-House 
hotel and the Eagle tavern. 

We did not, however, make use of all the&e 
spacious premises for our store purposes, hav. 
ing ample convenience in the warehouses 
behind. The upper part, as will be related 
in the sequel, was first repaired as a dwelling, 
house for me, and there I remained until my 
visit to Scotland ; but I should halt my pen, 
and not anticipate events yet to be described, 
nor, by too hastily disclosing the future, fore- 
staE the curiosity of the judicious reader. 



PART V. 



CHAPTER I. 

" Good tbiitfi of 4ay Iwgii to droop aad droaze, 
And evil tiling* taemielTM do roase !'* 

Iif.floming to the fifth epoch of ray story, I 
vmatjifti^ the euiifteoiia:reader to bear pa- 



mily Wiith tho detaik I hiT«.t<ifffiUt0 ; they pnrpoae^ X had no 



cooeerB less^ dia progression of my f<»t]|ne» 
than incidents not uncommon in human life. 
The conrea of my business, and the ineraase 
of my means, were both, in a numiieff«.8o es- 
tablished, that with health and conalaaoy of 
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authorise m« to fihr I tofght not, in dad M&. 
•on, retire from the troubles of the store, and 
of the eetilement, and have, between the 
aettincr of the eun and the close of the twi. 
light, a time for pastime and pleasantrf. That 
I bad, as related in the foregoing pages, an 
experience both of adversity and sorrow, 
cannot be questioned ; bat nothing had I met 
with to give me cause for distrnst, nor to jus- 
tify me in thinking; my suceess had not been 
equal to the fairest p'omises fortune bad ever 
made me. Indeed, that Contentment of na« 
ture, which enabled me to discern the dawn- 
ing morn Oonstantly behind the darkest hour, 
had prepared me to accept both good and ill, 
with the calm mien and the tranquil heart of 
equanimity; and therefore I may justly say, 
without more ado, that the fifth epoch ef my 
Hfe began under circumstances which gave a 
glowing assurance of continued prosperity, 
and also of enjoyment, with these moderated 
desires which, though of tea the consequence 
of disappointment and dismay, are yet the 
best ingredients of rational happinees. But 
yet, notwithstanding the wide-spreading ten- 
drils that covered ray bower, and the clusters 
iwelling the ripeness among the branches, 
there was a serpent at the roots, and caterpil- 
lars among the fig-leaves that ovetahadowed 
me. 

In a light and airy passage of my younger 
years, it will be recollected that I spoke with 
reminiscences of kindness concerning a mon- 
key. That most diverting creature was called 
Jacko, and was extraordinarily fond of nuts, 
end of certain sons of Quakers who attended 
a school close by, and who« in the intervals 
between \he school-hours, came often to the 
naiUshop, where my brother and I made our 
daily bread by hammering iron. 

Among some of these well-behaved, douce, 
and decent lads, I formed acqo8intanoe» which 
Oontinued until I left New. York. One of 
them, Abimelech Primly, was much attached 
to me, and though likely to come to the iq. 
heritance of a large fortune,' evinced, up to 
the very day on which I bade him adieu, a 
friendliness of disposition that induced me, 
when my eldest son Robin went to New- 
York, to give him a letter to friend Primly, 
bespeaking his notice of the stripling. 

Mr. Primly was not only pleased with thie 
remembrance, but received Robin as kindly 
as if he had been his own son — though he had 
three of his own — ^insisted that he should take 
up his residence among them ; and without 
allowing any other of my friends to interfere, 
rested not until he got him placed in one of 
the best stores in the city. 

His letters, touching what he thought of 
Robin, were delightful; but indeed theytlid 
Dot surpiise me, for a lad more debonair never 
left his father's fire-^de to seek his fortune 
in the busy world. He was jocund and blithe, 
bnt not given to obetreperoue mirth; and in 
his appearaoce was -gallant and dreeey^with- 



oat IbpiMry. He uEOg like a mvSa; and 
widi raenyinneeent qualities, hd had a'Joei^ 
way, which he took after me, of eaying (vony 
things, that were eometiffles witty ; and oa 
A\ oecaeions he was most agreeable to hie 
companione. 

The fifst impression which Robin made on 
the warm-hearted ** friend** deepened; aad 
when he had b€«n about a month or eiz weeks 
in New- York, the second letters from Mr. 
Primly were kinder about him than the first. 
I was therefore content with my first-bora ; 
and as everything my hand was then on was 
seemingly thriving, I yielded to tike VBgaiies 
of a faopeAil heart. 

Matters continned in this agreeable state 
to the middle of winter, when I receiveidl a 
most friendly letter from Mr. Primly, telliag 
me of different things oonceming his own 
prospects, and mentioning, as it were in a 
Note Bene, that in conaequenoe of an additioii 
Mia. Primly was iikdy to give to the family, 
he would, though it was with great reluctance 
he proposed it, be much obliged if I would^^ 
move Robin from his house, naming one Mr, 
Ferret, a neighbor of his, who received young 
men as tioarders, and who would gladly tidte 
Robin ; adding, that he knew no house for 
the management of such a young maa equal 
to Mr, Ferret's in all New York. 

There was nothing in this letter to giye me 
the elightest cause to- apprehend evil of poor 
RoMn ; but I could not tell bow it was, the 
recommendation ef Mr. Ferret was not satis, 
factory, especially what w^sseid about nmn- 
aging " such a young man,*' as if there had 
been something in Robin's condotit dSfferetat 
from that of other young men. 

However, I wrote, as I waa^orapelled by 
obligation to do^ my thanknuness to Mr. 
Primly for his kindness to my son ; .at the 
same time i acknowledged his letter had 
caused me some uneasiness, and requested 
him to let me know, at his eaifliest oonvwi- 
ience, if there had Wn any outbreaking on 
the part of the bey needing curb or restraiiLt. 

Mr. Primly did not answer my letter by 
course of post, nor for more than a month 
after ; and when his answer did oome, it was 
BO evidently written with &e represeed-feel- 
ings of eirenmspecdon, that it moiested me 
much. Among -other thingSi he mentioned 
that he had not sren Robin for some timot 
which he hoped was owing to his attendon 
to business ; and he dierefore advised mo to 
correspond with Mr. Ferret concerning the 
stripling, rather than with him, who, on ac- 
count of the times, and the anxieties which 
he felt for his own sons, had but UtUe leisure 
to observe the walk and conversation of odier 
youths. 

Although this letter was so far dry,* and it 
was written in a quaint manner, it did not 
conclude without evidences of tftrue and 
friandly dispoBition towaid me, advening b«th 
to the mate of bia fauHy and of p^r Robin ; 
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ejcpressing bis pioua regrets that tlie affection 
of parents seldom allowed them to see their 
children in the light they were seen in by 
others. 

Upon all these communications, tender and 
and thoughtful as they seemed, I made my 
own comments, and they were to the honor 
of Mr. Primly. I knew he had two sons, 
both older than mine, and I was afraid tha^ 
being come to the perilous time of life, they 
had shown symptoms of looser morals than 
their father could approve; and that, from 
conscientious sentiments, he, who was truly 
a pure, worthy, and honest man, had deemed 
it his duty to advise me to remove my son 
^om the sphere of their contagion. I highly 
'honored in my heart his beautiful benevo- 
lence. 

Nor was it. improbable : his sons had been 
all their days brought up in. a populous city, 
exposed to temptations and taint ; mine, on 
the contrary^ had been suckled within the 
domestic told, and nourished in the solitudes 
of the wilderness. No temptation had come 
within his sight, nor seduction been applied 
to his ear. 'Innocent alike of. the world and 
its snares, I believed him to be strong in his 
purity, as much from ignorance as from in- 
tegrity ; for I was not so weak nor so inex- 
perienced in the world, as not to know that 
ignorance of sin is often the best part of a 
young man's virtue. 

However, not to trouble Mr. Primly without 
necessity, instead of answering his letter, I 
addressed myself to Mr. Ferret ; but I did not 
then express any suspicion of the regularity 
of Robin's conduct, for in truth I had none. 
I ooly begged of him to see that he diligently 
attended to his duty in the store, where Mr. 
Primly had procured him so advantageous a 
situation, and to let him know on befitting 
occasions that his father was not rich, and 
could not afford him money for many plea- 
sures ; there being nothing which more moves 
a generous youth to halt and consider in his 
pleasantest career, than the idea of narrowing 
the comforts of his affectionate parents. 



CHAPTER H. 

" A man wai fai^af » aad wa« had 
In ei-ti-nm-ti-on. 
According as he Ilnad up 
Hie axe thick treat ttpoii." 

The sagacity with Which Mr. Hoskins had 
chosen the site of Judiville became every day 
more manifest, by the preference given to it 
by settlers of the mechanical orderd. It was 
evident, in the course of the first twelve 
months, that it would in the end leave Babel- 
mandel and Napoleon two dwarfs ; and no. 
thing did so much to help it forward as the 
judicious bargain which the far-foreseeing old 
man made with Mr. Bell to become preaclier 
nmd teacher. For by the end of three 'months; 
the pettlen at Babehnandel, seeiiig the turn 



which the emigration had taken toward Jadi- 
villc, willingly assented that Mr. Bell should 
fulfil his agreement with Mr. Hoskins ; and 
his renown as a great gun having been con- ' 
stantly spreading, many who came to settle 
at Napoleon or Babelmandel, set themselves 
down there entirely^ on account of the min- 
ister. 

Amons;a batch of these was a widow lady, 
with twoTine young men, her sons, and an 
only daughter. They were of a gentecler 
class than emigrants commonly consist of, 
and the two sons were, for settlers, the best . 
prepared of all I have ever met with. Mr. 
Cockspur, their father, had long meditated 
the intention of bringing his family to Ame. 
rica, being a man of republican predilections, 
and he had brought up and educated his chil. 
dren for the purpose. There was scarcely a 
useful trade of which both Oliver and Brad- 
shaw Cockspur had not some knowledge, and 
few mechanical tools which they did not 
handle with dexterity. - The young lady their 
sister wim^ no less accomplished than her bro. 
there ; all sorts of household thrifts were as 
familiar to her finger-ends, as scratching to 
the nails of a highland man. Besides baking 
and brewing, pickling and stewing, shaping 
and sewing, and every sort of domestical do. 
ing, she had a spinning-wheel and a loom' on 
which she plied the flying shuttle like a des- 
tiny weaving the life of a prodigal. Nor, 
with all these qualifications to make them- 
selves independent, were they unprepared 
with pastimes. Miss Volumnia* could play 
on the piano-forte, and sing like a nightin- 
gale ; and the two young gentlemen were the 
cleverest fiddleis I have ever heard on this 
side of the Alantic. Mr. Oliver put such 
life into his instrument, which w^s the com- 
mon wee spendthrift fiddle, that it made the 
very soles of my feet kittly to hear to hear it ; 
but Mr. Brndshaw's was a grand, capacious, 
solemn edifice of sound, that put roe in mind 
of the harp of King David. I dare say it 
would have held the best part of a barrel of 
turnip-seed, and it lowed as it were with a 
voice like a buU-frog softened to haiinony. 

I could not but lament that their father had 
not survived to have come with them; for 
surely he would have been a great acquisition 
to any new settlement. I had, indeed, never 
heard of such a provident man ; the educa- 
tion he had given his children was in all 
points so practical, that it was a pattern to 
every fhther who thinks in time of settling in 
this or any other wild and vacant country. , 
Verily, he had Oaused them to be taught how 
easily the desert can be made to bring f<Mlb, 
and the solitudes of the wilderness to be so- 
cial. 

Mrs. Cockspur, the mother, was a lady of 
settees and wax-candles, but withal most me- 
thodical ; and she submitted to their first mdft 
habitation with a gracious good-humor that 
eaptivated every beholder. I had not ihva 
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her but twice, when I began to think it would 
be an advafltageous thing for my daughters 
to become acquainted with her ; for as they 
were beginning to have the prospect of a 
something, I often wished we might chance 
to fall in with a more ornamental matron than 
aunty Hoskins, who, though in her way one 
of the best of women for homely stirring and 
striving, had seen nothing of gentility, and 
fashed at courtesies. The onljrfault I could 
object to Mrs. Cockspur, and it was well re. 
pressed by her natural civility, was a distate 
she took to Mr. Hoskins. The old man himself 
discovered it, but it bred no ill-will on bis side ; 
on the contrary, it caused him rather to cher. 
ish a compassion for her — he being well con- 
vinced that the bush was not a home for one 
who had been so daintily accustomed. 

] was at first a good deal surprised at one 
thing in the conduct of this superior family. 
It had been so evidently the intention of Mr. 
Cockspur, their father, that their residence 
should be in the woodsj and their industry di- 
rected to rural business, that when I saw them 
preparing to erect an elegant villa in Judl. 
yille, and to lay out a flower-garden, I be- 
came somewhat doubtful of their discretion, 
and was inclined to predict they would not 
long endure the rough and raw of a new set- 
tiement. 

Mr. Hoskins, however, 'differed in opinion 
with me, and in so doing showed his better 
sagacity, for the villa was destined for the 
old lady ; the young gentlemen justly conclud. 
ing she would feel herself forlorn in the woods, 
and their affection prompted them to provide 
for her comfort before beginning with their 
own farm. She was anxious to be near them, 
and they had located themseAves on my block, 
having purchased four thousand acres within 
three miles of JudivlUe, for which they paid 
me cash down ; a capital good thing, and the 
immediate cause of my determinadon to move 
the store from Babel mand el. 

In that matter I was not hasty, because it 
had been, agreed with Mr. Hoskins, that be. 
tore moving the ^tore we should have a pro- 
per building erected — money enough, as yet, 
to enable us to undertake it could not be well 
spared from the business. However, by the 
God-send of the Cockspura, I was enabled to 
lend something from ray own purse, and ac 
cordingly a contract was made to erect a por- 
tion of a building, for which Mr. Bradshaw 
Cockspur drew the plan. 

The proposed fa^bric was so contrived that 
it could be constructed in parts ; and at last it 
was determined that only the ground-story 
should be praised in the first year ; but before 
it was finished, our ;neans had become some, 
thing freer, and in consequence, after making 
-OUT calcuiation.s, we resolved to complete the 
upper part likewise as a dwelling-house. I 
w^ moved to this by two special considera- 
tions. First, I could obtain no house in Judi. 
viUe for nay&mily, 5ind to leaife them unpro- 



tected with aunty Hoskins at BabefamoideU 
could not be deemed judicious, partfenla^ as 
the old man was almost constantly at Judi. 
ville on his town affairs ; and second, it would 
be manifestly a great advantage to my dlaugh- 
ters to be near a lady so well bred as Mrs. 
Cockspur. Mr. Hoskins, in his dry way, said 
there was a third reason, the strongest of all ; 
but I protest his surmise was without truth. 
I bad no thought whatever of Mrs. CocksiHir. 
I acknowledge, that I regarded her with re- 
spect ai^d esteem, but she was a cat far above 
my circumstances at that time, and she was 
older than me by at least tiftecn years ; mor«. 
over, t was not in such necessity aa to think 
of marrying an old woman, had the tempta- 
tion been even double the sum at her 'dis- 
posal. 

However, while the house was buHdingri-aa 
I had often occasion to eonsult Mr. Bradshaw, 
aiid was on stich occasions sometimes invited 
by his lady-mother to take a snack, a w^is. . 
pering began to gather feet and run about Uttnt" 
I was more taken up with the mother's plea- 
sant conversation than the son^s plans. 

A.mong others who got hold of this rutnor 
was Baiiie Waft, who had made his location 
at Babeimandel. There would have been 
more truth in the report, had it alleged that 
one of my reasons for the removal was to 
eschew hini, who Was such a rankling arrow 
in my side. His conduct, indeed, about this 
affair was letMy terrible : I never returned 
from Judiville, which I generally visited once 
a week, to see how the building was coming 
on, but he was sure to be waiting either in 
the store or near my house for me, making it 
a point to inquire for the health of Mrs. Cock., 
spur in a singular manner, which was efceed- 
ingly provoking: he never let out that he 
knew any thing of what ijlle tongues were 
talking of, but looked in my face so pawkily 
when he asked the question, that it was plaia 
he had a meaning ; but as he said nothing, I 
could take no notice of tKe provocation. Af- 
flicting as his conversation on any subject na- 
turally was, his silence on this was ten times 
worse. 

On one occasieiiy-as I-was returning home, 
I chanced to come up mxh Mr. Bell on the 
road, who was then far on the way to Ba. 
belmsndel, in ordef to christen a child of one 
of his former hearers ; and we walked to- 
gether^ discoursing of this and that, and diink- 
injsr on no particular affair, when who should 
come in sight but that Agonistes the bailie. 
The moment I saw him, It came across my 
mind like a flash of lightning, that he wpald 
suspect I was conferring with the minister 
about fijcing a bridal-day. Nothing could be 
fartlier from my thoughts than such a thing ; 
but this unaccountable notion so disturbed 
me, that I felt' my face flush "and ray heart 
beat; in short, by the time the adversary 
joined usj I was so agitated and angry that'' I 
could not coramaud two cotierent ideas. 
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fi«i«iid BOtl|]ag,.<ttd, uMi Hd not tend 
ti»«aoth9 me,^ never iaquind 89 usual for 
•. Mrs. CookBpnr, but walked qnietly alongiide 
of the JDluiifiter : I eould« however* see aa in. 
. quisitive wrinkle lurking with a merry malig- 
nancy in the eomer of bis little piercing eye. 
That silence and this ieok really got the bet- 
ter of me, and I knew not what I saidi for in 
askiiig for hie wife I caUed h^' Mis. Cock- 
sprntt and did the same in speaking of Mrs. 
Hoskins, which caused him to chuckle and 
mb his handa in ectasy, but still he eaid no. 
iMng. At last the minister happened, from 
^e loose and topiclesa nature of our conver- 
•ation, to inquire when I expected my new 
.house would be ready ; to which, to my own 
unutterable consternationi I replied, thinking 
of Mr^ Bradsbaw Gockepur, that wety thing 
.depended on Mrs. Coekepur. 

Mr. Bell himself was confounded, for he 
gave no credit to the report ; bu^ the deeyil's 
bnekie anapped his fingers to the lift, and 
roared and^^fl&wed till he made the woods 
ring. Surely the hand of lestcaining Grrace 
was upon me that I did not ooaimit murder 
on the spot. 

I was so amazed at myself that I turned on 
mar heel and waUted aside, wondering if I 
was indeed befeide rayselL However, I had 
Mon the satiaiactiDn ef setting all to right 
with l4ie miaiBter, for the affietor shot ahead 
to epread the news in the village ; upon which 
I rqjoined Mr. Bell, and we had a hearty 
langh at my absurdity : verily, it waa indeed, 
a$ Mr. Hoakins would have aaid, ridiculous 
bad. ^ 

CHAPTER lit 

" *Tis jMst— 761, bail ; the summer dajs ve gone/', 

On reaching home, I found the long de. 
ailed letter from Mr. Ferret concerning my 
son Robin waiting for me. It was not what 
. I expected ; the partiality of a father^s heart 
hed beguiled my judgment. . I had not jread 
the delicate communication of Mr. Frimly 
. with a discerning spirit : still, the^e wftfi no- 
thing said by Mr, Ferret caMated to#Hurb 
me with any extraordinary anxiety. 

He spoke of the lad of winning manners, 
and beloved l^bie-eempanions, who, indeed,, 
were so much attached to Kim on account of 
his many agreeable qualities, that it might be 
necesaairy to admonish him not to let their 
w^^s for his company eneroach on the at. 
tention due to his business. But one thing 
alone contained a stingi and it was to the ef- 
fect that Robin was rather too facile ,iiii ad-, 
netting young men to his acquaintance ; pre- 
fe^ng &r his comrades those whp eonld best 
contribute to their common amusement* with* 
out sufficient seg^ to eharficter and oonnec- 
,tLons. 

Oj^ th^ passage I meditated with an i^ipre. 
.he^fiive h^art. I saw there was mojge of an 
.^j^fSffUB i^iva £uilt thtn of eomption; 



I but, as it led him into the way 4]^ temptation, 
who could predict the consequences? And 
then I partly blamed myself for having sent 
hira to Mr. Primly 's care j for I ought, upon 
reflection, to have bonsidered I had always 
regarded that good man as overly strict in the 
discipline of his sons ; for though no young 
lads, for their years, could be more orderly in 
their conduct, and methodical in walk and 
conversation, they yet had an artificial habi. 
tude about them, that I sometimes thonght 
might harden into hypocrisy ; a callousity of 
mind I never could abide either in ohi of in 
young.' 

. Had my boy, as I said to myself, been sent 
in^o a family where there was more of tjhat 
free heartiness which I encouraged at home, 
he would have cared less for out-of-door com- 
panions. In short, I was ^neasy ; but a# no 
epecial misconduct was mentioned, to giv« 
me more than a &ar he might fall in with dis- 
sipated youths, I was disposed, in my deter- 
mination of writing to bini on the subject, not 
to evince any severity, but only a fatherly 
anxiety.,, 

In this fcaroe of mind, being fatigued with 
my long walk from JudiviiUi I sent Charles 
to reque/Bt Mr, Her^rt to come io me. .He 
was a man, as I have (iready said, who had - 
been obaervant of th& world, and had plainly 
tived in it with all his ears and -eyes , eipen. 
Mr. Bell, in the mean time, having fioi^ed 
his baptismal job, came to sftead the j^emaih- 
der of the evening with me, which I almost 
regretted i for although th^t worthy character 
was, on every point of conversation, a most 
editing and instructive companion, | yet felt 
a restraint upoa me, when minded to speak 
with him concerning Robin. 

Ho was, indeed, a man who looked upon 
young follies with an aus^re aspect, so miAch 
had he sufiered by his Qwn in the outset of 
life ; and I had by this time discovered, that, 
under a saintly equanimity of manner he-had 
to manage vebranent passions, which were 
cliained, but itot subdued. The natural man 
was yet strong within hiin*; even in the puL- 
piti when he prayed to be protected i&om 
temptation, there was in his petition a sMne* 
thing of energy and dKead that thrilled deep 
among the a^ullesl^ sympathies of his hear- 
exa' hjBiarts. 

It was sometime before I could guess altha 
•cause of this prophetical contention, for such 
it eeemed to me ; but when I came to blow 
his wife better, which was not jintil I had 
moved to Judivilloi there could be no doubt 
that hishearth was an altar of iConUnual self- 
aaerifice, and that he had patched 4ip a|>^ace 
with decorum by bis marriage, at ^ ei^nse 
of his happiness and the dignjlty of hie mind. 
Ail this madci him^ as it were, inacceesibie to 
the common matters of wmfldly care i he waa 
an oracle, only to be consulted at .scdfma 
times and in perilous emesgeneies, 4M|that I 
wtHildJbftve bedHjiat «B w«tt plcnwd o^d I 
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lmT9 fiCf oh ned with Mr. Herbert by himself, 
cooeemins the contents of Mr. Ferret's letter. 
Mr. Herbert came at the bidding, and 
Charles soon after renyned and took a stool 
in a dark comer of the ruom unobserved by 
torn, otherwise I would not have permitted him 
to remain ; for it is not fit that the young 
tboold hear what the old think of youthful er- 
rom. 

After some light generalities, I handed the 
latter to Mr. Herbert, and requested him to 
tell me whst he would advise me to do. 
Wbton he had sradiousty perused it, he gave 
it to the minister, at which I was a little dis- 
eoncerted, not wishing that he should become 
•zactly a party to the consultation, though he 
was accidentally present. 

Mr. Herbert said nothing while Mr. Bell 
wss reading ; but I was starded when the rev- 
erend gentleman, having finished the perusal, 
laid down the letter on the table, and, wiUi- 
out making any remark, left the room. 

** He takes this matter too seriously," said 
Mr. Herbert. 

*' I wish he had not been here,** was my 
answer ; ** but since it has so happened, I will 
eall him back." Accordingly, I went to the 
door and brought him in again. Mr. Herbert 
was the first who broke silence.- 

« It is not to be disguised," said he. " that 
tiia poor lad has fallen into some irregulari- 
ties ; but it is equally clear he has conmiitted 
no very heinous offence." 

" Against the world," interrupted Mr. Bell, 
•tamly ; " bat what has he d(me against him- 
•Blfl- 

'* I trust nothing that requires any par- 
' ticular animadversion,'' replied Mr. Herbert, 
oalmly. 

•* He thst eparath the rod, hateth the child," 
' interposed the minister, ^n a still more em- 
phathic stitin ; and taming to me, added : 
•* Let him be brought home immediately, nor 
let him enter the world again, tUl he is better 
nble to take care of himself." ^ 

** I can see nothing in the statement Of Mr. 
Ferret," said Mr. Herbert, evidently Surprised 
at the minister's warmth, ** to justify so de- 
cided a step. We cannot put old heads on 
• young shoulders. I think, from what I know 
of tin generofisty of the boy's disposition, that 
a kind admonition from his father wiU have & 
gtestefiect." ■ . i 

"Yes, it wifl," replied Mr. BeU; -^it will 
have a great eifect— ^it will be his min." 

I had 4iitberto said nothing;^ but there was 
on abrupt harshness in this that really shocked 
me, and I could not help ren^iarking that Mr: 
Ffcrret's letter gave no reason to fear any- 
thing so disreputable as to call for punishment. 
•• No," rejoined Mr. Herbert; f' and if you 
punish without the guilt, or if you ptinish be- 
yond the peualty due for the offence, you sup. 
ply a motive«»a vindictiye motive— 'to pene- 
▼eraace in error." < 
^ Tfaii atntima&ty dkttl«d by fauniiaw feeliiigs 



and gotfd MOM, Bfr. BeU eohdeknti^ in 
strong terms ; and the drift of his olbtoiVn* 
tions was to the effect, that the youth hiaiself 
would one day turn upon me, and' cause me 
to rue beneath his reproaches the fatal indal- 
gence of his first fault. He then liiunehed 
into a vehement discourse on the delusive 
light in which the first fault is often viewed ; 
and worked himself into such zeal, that I amt 
amated; while Mr. Herbert, evidently no 
less surprised, interposed, and began to re- 
monstrate against the cruelty of unrelentiDg 
justice. The minister, who could not endure 
any contradiction of the implacable opiniooa 
he held on this subject, interrupted him wilb 
great vehemence. Bot his voice was drowned 
by a sudden burst of tiotous mirth and ri- 
baldry dose to the house, and by poor Charles, 
starting from the corner like a ghost, and cry- 
ing, overwhelmed with alarm and in tears, 
** They are coming, they are coming !*' 

At the same -moment, the door Was'btust 
open, and John Waft entered, followed by a 
crowd of unmannerly young fellows and efail- 
dren,witfa pots, and pkns,and marrow-bones, 
yelling and shouting. 

** What is the meaning of this ?" cried Mr. 
Bell, in bis sermon-voice, rising from hitseat, 
and looking with a stem countenance. The 
bailie cowered into the crowd and diiap- 
peared, while the mob stood hushed*. 

I soon guessed what it meant, and Aid, 
laughing, though we had been so earnest just 
befove, ** This is th^ upshot of that udstake 
of mine about Mrs. Cockspur. The bailie 
has been telling them of the supposed mar- 
riage, and they have come veith this tempest- 
uous salutation to .an old fool's third wed- 
ding." Then turning to the intrudeia, I 
added, " Gentlemen, ye 're too soon ; the 
bride's consent ^s yet to be asked ;" at Vhich 
they all slunk sway, but the poor laddie 
Charles contiaued to weep very bitterly* 

It seems, when he went to fetch Mr. Her- 
bert, he had heard I was actually tnastied, 
and had seen some of the preparations which 
were making for that ungracious epithala- 
mium. It need not be added, that the inter- 
ruption broke up our sessions. 
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CHAPTER IV. 
Til not 80 noted in the bond." 



Bbtihes in the rooming, before M% Her- 
bert's school hour, I waia with him ; for all 
the livelong night I could thiiik only of my 
misled boy, as I then began to consider hun, 
the 'dark fears and prognostications of Mr. 
Bell having infected me to that eztreAiity. 
But in Mr. Herbert I found a comforter. 

<< I beseech you,'' said he, almost as soon 
as he saw me, "to drive from your mind the 
UAchiistian reflections of yoii di^appoiiited 
man. The lad is but sowing his wild otitB ; 
and, after all, it a^^^ars te 1N» ft^ M^gteitt m< 
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teat It Ib daD^drduB to make too much of 
auch things.*' 

Thus U came to pass, that upon the coun. 
aelling of Hr. Herbert, I wrote a gentle ad- 
monitoff letter to Robin, pointing out the in. 
evitabte consequences whicfi would ensue if 
lie neglected his business, or associate4 hira- 
aelf witli lads of loose morals and midnight 
reVellings. I also addressed Mr. Ferret in 
the roost earnest manner, entreating him to 
watch my son with vigiUnce, and to let me 
know from time to time how he conducted 
.himself. The anxieties of a parent were 
now awakened in my bosom ; and the grief 
I felt was unspeakable, when I thought of the 
bare possibility of the innocent and playful 
child, the lamb of iny first love, becoming 
tainted with the dishonors of a profligate 
life. • 

When this was done, I stopped some time 
with Mr. Herbert, until his pupils began to 
collect. X tdd him when I expected to be 
lible to move to Judiville, and remarked, that 
I wondered why he had never been there, 
mentioning, among other things, as an in- 
ducement to visit it, the character and taste, 
fill conduct of the Cockspurs. 

He had heard of them before, but seem, 
ingly without taking any particular Interest in 
them ; when, however, I described the sort of 
man I thought the 'old gentleman must haVe { 
been; the judicious education of the ybung 
folks, and, above all, the serenity and gentle- 
nese of the mother, he seemed for some time 
to be lost in cogitation. 

" Can it be possible ?'* said he aloud, 
' speaking in soliloquy, not noticing 'l was'with^ 
Mm — ** can it be possible ?" and then he fell 
into a hrown study, and appeared abstracted 
from everything around him. 

About this crisis of our discourse the chil- 
dren belonging to the school began to tumble 
in, and we had no leisure for farther conver- 
sation. As I bade him good morning, he 
said^ if it was not intruding on me he would 
xome round to my house again in the even- 
''ing. To which, as there was no cause to 
ffnake it inconvenient, I kindly invited him. 

After that satisfactory interview, I went in 
^uest of John Waft, being determined to en- 
dure no longer his meddlings and intrusions. 
t had often before resolved to come to an is. 
sue with him, bd a^ often something always 
happened to turn up by .which my anger for 
the time was allayed.' After the upr^r of 
^e preceding night, in which he was so 
openly act and part, I could, however, bear 
him no longer. For not only was the natural- 
disposition of the bodie most troublesome, 
but he saw 4t fashed me, and he was, in con. 
sequence tempted to plague me thb more. 

Ia goi^S along toward his house, I natu- 
rally reflected on what had taken place the 
preceding evening, partici^larly on the quan- 
dary into which I was so strongly past about 
Mn. Coekspttt ; and it appeared tof be a du^ 



incumbent, not only to get jid of John Waft, 
but to stifle the silly tale which had been 
constructed about me and the old gentlewo. 
man. I saw, unless an end was put to his 
prying and prattling curiosity, as well as to 
that conjecture concerning her, my peac^ in 
this world, or at least in the setdement, ^as 
gone for ever. 

As I was walking leisurely along, so think, 
ing, I felt a hand suddenly laid familiarly on 
my shoulder; and turning round briskly, 
who was this but the incarnated pestilence 
himself. 

"WeTl,'* cried he, before I had time to 
shake off his tangible salutation — ** there was 
a droll prematurity in the coming upon you 
last night, Mr. Todd, thinking you w^i^e a 
bridegroom ; but it was all awing to the 
haste — the heady haste of the young men"— 
and I was only there by an accident.*' 

I was on 'the point of answering this in a 
way, for which he appeared, by his jocularity, 
little prepared ; but, upon reflection, I only 
brushed down his hand from off my shoulderi 
and said dryly, " How do ye do ?** 

*' Ah !" replied he, without noticing what 
t had said, " really, Mr. Todd, that was a 
very suspicious laupsus Hugos of yours anent 
Mrs. Cockspur, but I hope the worthy leddy 
will no be exposed td any molestation about 
it ; especially as ye have declared that noth* 
ing was farther from your thoughts than a 
marriage with her : nor am I surprised at it ; 
for although you are not a very old man, she 
might, for age, be your mother. Had ye 
been as well stricken in years as me, I'll no^ 
say that any body could have disapproved of 
the match. As for me, to be sure, it was not 
likely, even had I been a wanter, that a fiiie 
leddy like her would have thought of me." 

By this sort of dissonanl^ he so disarmed 
me of my purpose, that I fprgot the intend 
on which I was bound ; and from less to 
more we began to speak of Mr. Herbert asm 
man, both for years and manners, far more 
befitting to be husband to the old lady, than 
any other elderly man in the two settlements. 

This notion had not occurred to me, nor^ 
for many reasons, did it appear to be rational. 
In the first place, there was nothing about 
Mrs. Cockspur to give any pause to thljik sh^ 
would marry again ; while there was a great 
deal that rendered it very questionable in- 
deed, 4f she would stoop to a poor domine, 
although he was such a man as was' not 
likely to be fallen in with among the best in 
the state. To that effect was my response io 
the bailie. 

" Ay, ay !" was his answer ; « it's fine 
talking about politeness in the woods, and 
jointures, and tochers, and a' the other pri- 
jinkities of marriage articles. 'Deed, Mr. 
Todd, we're here in a state of nature,* and 
ought not to be too strict anent things of that 
kind, nor, indeed about any sort of bargain- 
ing. By the by, talking of bai^ains, I haTi 
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fat •QiM time katd % nund to ipctk to joo on 
& maner of tSui kiod, wishing ^or jo^ ^^^P 
and adxicc. I bav« bi^a tfcinkinfc Mr. Todd, 
when Toa remoTo to Jaditille, tbere wilt be 
a. ^rvciAcy Ux a store hen io Babeimandel — 
is not that your oiiinioa r* 

I ivpbed, * No doobt, it was; but I am in 
Hope dist perhaps some person will be dis- 
posed to make an agi«eBent to uke mine 
o4r mf bands," Calling abruptly to my re. 
coOcctioa at that moment how the bodie had 
vexed me in the affair of his proposed " shop. 
pie,** I thought tbia a fair opportnoity to be 
vpeldea with him, so I resoked lo play him 
na good s piank ss he dien played me, and 
aecoidingly added, " Once on a time, had 
not you youxself, Mr. Waft, a notion of keep- 
ing a store, or rather, a ' wee shoppie V 
Here*sa cspltsl opportunity now, if .you are 
atOl that way inclined.** 

** IT it depended on the inclination," said 
he, '^ the business might soon be settled be. 
tween ns ; but to tell you the truth, I doubt 
if I hsTe the substance ; and may be ye would 
not be disposed to deal with me on commis. 
Monr 

" I think, Mr.^,Waft, ye should by this time 
know that I am a liberal man to deal with/' 
was my sly answer, pretending to be in ear. 
nest, heing persuaded he was coming round 
roe with one of his hooky.crookies ; and I 
sul^oined, just to see the lengths he would 
go—" but to be plain with you, Mr. Waft, I 
would rather sell the store and the residue of 
die goods, on an indulgent credit, than make 
an agency : I would rather make a sacrifice, 
ai once, than run the risks and incur the vex- 
ations of a commission-trade— ^o few agents 
ever give their principals satisfaction 1»* 

And just to carry on the joke, I said, " Now, 
have ye a mio4 for ^ spec 1 Make me an 
offer, and you shall have no cause to call me 
a hard man." 

"I have told you what is the fact, Mr. 
Todd, that the state of my substance is the 
only impediment,*' was his answer, spoken in 
a sedate, rational manner j but knowing what 
a fox it was, I was not to be so taken in, as 
that he should have against me ; so, I parried 
him in his own way, and repeated, " Make 
^e an offer, no harm can come of that.** 

"Ah, Mr. Todd,". said he, "if I were to 
X(\ti^e you an offer, such is my ignorance, I 
doubt you would jump at it like a cock at 
a grozet. But could no* youi, youpsel, give 
me a bit inkling noo of what you would take 
for the store-house, the fifth part of your 
present stock of nails and hardware, ih^ee 
crates^ of crockery, and three bales of blan- 
kets, with the choice of twenty pieces of cal- 
icoes and dry goods." 

** That would require some time to make a 
ealculationj" was my answer: "hut 1*11 let 
you have the store-house, ancl an assortment 
wnUar to that wh^t I bought from Mr. Nack- 
m 9X. Olympus, for five hundred dollajs ; I 



paid faim as much for the goods, bo that yoil 
weald hsve the store gratis." 

7*fais, i need not teU the courteous reader* 
was a ridiculous ofier, being such as no man 
not jokmg would ever make ; but the bodie» 
which confirmed me io the opinion that h» 
was St his old trade, replied— 

" Na, na, Mr. Todd, I hope yon have a bet- 
ter conceit of my understanding than to ex- 
pect I would ^ver be guilty of such extrava. 
gance." 

" Well," said I, " you shall have it for Tmir 
hundred dollars." 

" No, Mr. Todd, I could never think* €^ 
that ; Indeed, ye're far above my mark. U* 
ye would look at two hundred and fifty dol- 
lai%, maybe i could let you see them.*' 

**' Down with the dust, and the goods and 
the store are yours ;" was my bold and bra we 
acceptance : but judge of my consternation » 
when I beheld him sit down on the trunk of 
a tree, unbutton his waistcoat, rip up the li- 
ning and take out a handful of ihe Unite«i 
States Bank notes. 

When I recovered my breath, I said^ 
** Surely, Mr. Waft, ye could no' think me in 
earnest ; you could not believe I was such a 
fool ?" But to make a short oi a long tale, 
he stuck to the, bargain, and would not even 
take ft liberal solacium to give it up. So that 
in the end I was, after no little aigolbargo- 
Uogj obliged to succumb ; for I had no en- 
couragement to fight him at laiw, and ,cob- - 
science would not. let me deny the bargain. 
He, however, promised he would tell nohody 
what he had paid me, and . that was all the 
satisfaction I got for my firai performance in 
the hooky.crooky line. " Catch me,*' ssdd I, 
when we settled the business, "catch me 
again at such costly daffin." , 

CHAPTER V. 

" Oh, euiced ambitioft ! in punuit of thee, 
Thou nnsttbfltantial iris of the brain, 
I have 8o far into the desert run, 
That all around me seems one blasted heath.'* 

Agreeably io his appointment, Mr. !Her. 
bert came to me in the evening. He had 
been uniformly treated by all niy family with 
the greatest respect ; indeed, such was the 
superiority of manner with which he alwava 
conducted himself, that it was impossible for 
any one to approach him with familiarity. 
Out of this grew a little ceremony in our 
Ipatment of hith not observed towards other 
visiters. . * • 

My house, as the courteous reader knows, 
though good of its kind, was yet but a prim- 
itive log tabernacle. It had been enlarged 
by several additions ; and besides a coipmon 
outer room, wKich served all the purposes of 
kitchen, hall, and parlour, contained a bed- 
chamber better than the rest, and' which 
would not have been any disparagenient to a 
more ostentatious edifice. Into this chainber 
Mr. Herbert,^ whon he came aloaA was 
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always shown : it waa only when he happened 
to look in upon us while I was enjoyiog ray. 
self in the midst of my family, that he took 
a aeat in the enter room, requesting that his 
aceidental appearance might not disturb us. 
But on this occasion he acted diflTerently. 

Instead of halting at the door, as he usually 
did, to speak a word or two with Mrs. Hos. 
kins, or to say something in his mild, facetious 
way to the girls, he went, without opening 
his mouth, directly into the inner chamber, 
although I was sitting opposite to the door 
when he entered, and entirely disengaged. 

** What's the matter with him V* said I to 
myself, as I rose to follow him. 

'* Mr. Herbert," rejoined Mrs. Hoskins, "is 
strange and discomposed/* 

" Is Mr. Herbert here ?" said Bailie Waft, 
opening the door at the same instant and 
leoking in. 

"Ye'llhear tell o* that by and by,'» was 
the answer he got, and I wss oin the point of 
i^utting the door In the bodie's impertinent 
. fece. 

*' Come out, come out, come out !*' replied 
he in a hurried whisper ; and cstchinff hold 
of me by the lapel of the cost, he pulled me 
to the outside, and drew the door to behind 
me. 

I iiad but small cause that day to be in a 
tolerant humour with a man whom I never 
met without receiving some kind of provoca- 
tion or other. So I turned round sharply in 
order to return into the house, and io\d him I 
would see him another time, another day, or 
any tiipe, but could not then, as I had. busi- 
ness to transact with Mr. Herbert. 

" Oh, very well/' said he,, "very well;" 
and walked away in a huff; a pridefulhess he 
never ventured to assume towards me before, 
and which excessively disconcerted me, as 
he had in the morning so effectually got the 
vantage. However, I returned into the house, 
and ordering a light to be brought into the 
room, joined Mr. Herbert, who was sitting 
alone in the inner chamber. 

He was the lirst who spoke : — 

" Mr. Todd,'*' said he, "I have already 
made you acquainted with the outline in feel, 
iftg, if I may so speak, 'of my history ; and I 
had hoped no occasion would arise to call 
from me a fuller account: but we have no 
conhol over Destiny. What you mentioned 
this morning respecting the family of the 
Cockspurs'is singular ; and I should not be 
deserving of that kindness with which. you 
have ever treated mc, did I longer withhold 
from you the particulars of my life. They 
' ar^ in themselves not romantic, but, as con- 
nected with the story of that family, might, 
' Vitbout niuch art, be made to seem so. Our 
^levitable meeting here in the wilderness is a 
remarkable instance of that predisposition by 
which the different scenes of life are devel- 
oped inte a systematical and consistent dra- 
ma, ^o^artwith whkh ijie different pf^s 



of a man's fortonea are rat U^ethei^ la toayft- 
ly less wonderful than &e mechanical contri- 
vance displayed in the construction of hia 
oorporeal frame." 

I was a good deal surprised to hear bim 
talk in this manner, and knew not very well 
what answer to make, farther than to aasnn 
him, and it was perfectly true» thati had met 
with few persons in whomlhad iaken a 
greater interest; and thaV while I certainly 
longed to know more of his misfortunes fhan 
he had yet communicated, my curiosity, waa^ 
nevertheless, so restrained by the esteem 
with which I regarded him, that I trusted ha 
would never Und me actuated to seek moia of 
his confidence than he waa pleased voUula- 
rily to bestow. 

After some farther general but grave eon- 
versa tion, he began his. story with evident 
emotion, but in a brisk and earnest manner ; 
touching forcibly on the facts, and lightly 
hastening over me incidents which were cal- 
culated to excite the feelings. 

" My father was a cler^^yman, and. held the 
living of Stoke Melcomb. Nature had en- 
dowed him with excellent talents, but he 
enjoyed none of the advantages which ariae 
from connectiona or fortune. He had, when 
at college, done some service to a, young 
nobleman, and was rewarded, after an inter- 
val of many years, with that living. In this 
lay the source of my nusfortunes ; or rather, 
it produced that sterility of fortuile, by which, 
though idways on the edge of prosperity, I 
was yet also equally near to the precipice of 
poverty. By the countenance of my fiUher'a 
patron I had access to such company as aspi- 
ring young men desire ; and I acquired 
habits inconsistent with my condition and 
prospects, but not. to such a degree as to lea. 
sen the respectability of the one, or to blight 
the promise of the other. ' # 

" It might have been annposed, under pueh 
circumstances, that I should have been dea. 
tined for a professional life ; having no capital 
to enable me to procure access to the presf nrea 
of established commerce : but it was not so, 
nor can I tell how it was never thought of; I 
discovered that error myself, when too late. 

" About the period when my father began 
to.ieflect seriously on the necessity oT send- 
ing me into the world, the Melcomb and 
Freightborough Canal was projected. With- 
out much solicitation, for my character was 
not unkno>fn among the subscribers, he. pro- 
cured me the appointment of clerk to the 
association. 

*' At that period^ among those who took a 
leading part in the concerns of the can|tl» was 
a Mr. Deyerenx. Business led me to see him 
often^ and he formed a flattering opinion of 
me. He was an accomplished man — a youn- 
ger son of one of the oldest and most opulent 
families in the county. It was impossible to 
know him without admiring the. resources of 
liis ing.enuity ^ the jrapid PfPieJifi«cif(y. .with 
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nHdch ha saw into tytjy propMitlon offered 
to Ids conrideratioa, aad the discerament 
wUh wMch be penetnted the motives of those 
who addreeeed him either for favor or on 
bnaineM ; bat it was also impossible to feel 
for him die sHghtest degree of personal attach- 
QienL It is strange, that talents, and even 
virraea, should sometimes be disagreeable. 
No man conld posseas a more refined sense 
of duty, integrity more incorruptible, nor in- 
telligence more practica] ; and 7et, from an 
indescribable austerity of nature, he was evi- 
dently insensible to the blandishmonts. alike of 
affliction and of feeling. 

** Mr. Devereux had a danghter, her name 
was Sophia ; she is now Mrs. Cockspur ; at 
that time she was in the bloom of youth. Her 
beauty was of the most delicate and gentle 
kind; all about her betokened extreme amia- 
bility, and a diffident spirit in need of kind- 
ness. She had early lost her mother, and 
felt, like the rest of the world, the incommu- 
nicable disposition of her father. She was 
alone, and a degree of timidity, the effect of 
the solitude in which she lived, threw the in- 
terest of a spell around her. She was seen 
at the firai^ sight with the tenderness of pity, 
at the second it was warmed to passion. 

" But could I aspire^ in the fortuneless con- 
dition of my hereditary circumstances, to the 
hand of one whose v^hole race had ever been 
jealous Qf their blood, — a jealousy said to be 
stronger in her fatherthan in aU the other 
members of their proud and ancient family ? 

«< Devoted as I was to Sophia Devereux, I 
was yet not so endhanted by passion as to be 
insensible to the folly of cherishing hopeless 
love ; — I resolved to quit that part of ttie conn- 
try, and to seek my fortune in London. I did 
so, and that was the error of which I spoke 
when I' first related the brief generality of my 
fruitless life. I had then no friends, no one 
to liynipathize with ray good or with my ill 
fortune, certainly not one single soul who 
' thought of me when I was out of sight. Still, 
I persevered, and after many endeavors, 
Bufiicient to make a book of roraantie adven- 
tures, at^a late period of life, I reached, as I 
have told you, the sumtnit of my ambition. 
But I am proceeding too fast. 

"I was succeeded in the office of the Mel. 
comb and IVeightborough Canal, by a young 
tnani a companion of my own, possessed of 
singular energy of character and splendid en- 
dowments. He was in his feelings and sen- 
timents the most independent of men ; but 
he had a taint of the prevalent epidemic of 
the time — democracy, then just beginning its 
ravages. 

** It was a subject of wonder in the cpunty, 
how Mr. Devereux evei*' consented that such 
a persbn should be employed in any business 
under his superintendence ; but Cockspur had 
his forttfne to make, and dierefore, although 
be valued but little dte honours of heraldry 
aod tfeacent ^on tSktit own account, he yet 



paid deferende to their poteessots, on account 
of the means they possessed of helping his 
promotion. 

" Mr. Devereux was too much a Tory even 
to dream of the possibility of sucli humble 
individuals as Cockspur or myself venturing 
to loqk up to his daughter ; and yet he was 
not so rigid in his principles as to forego valu- 
able services merely for what he called a 
touch of the Gallic epidemic. He had been 
displeased with me for assigning no reasoa 
on the occasion of my retiring from the offiice, 
and perhaps that feeling engendered .the mo- 
tive which made him the decided patron of 
Cockspur. 

. ** Cockspur had not been long in confiden- 
tial intercourse with his patron, before he too 
felt the in^uence of Sophia's beauty, and the 
more endearing charm of her gentleness : Uke 
myself, he saw the hopelessness of ever con- 
quering the hereditary prejudices of her. fa. 
ther ; but be continued to cultivate his good 
opinion with redoubled endeavor. , 

" Mr. Devereux had, some time before I 
left Freightborough, been affiicted with pul- 
monic symptoms : I never thought of them, 
but Cockspur did ; for with allhia ardent pas- 
sions he had a cool head. He saw that no 
long time could elapse until the character of 
the disease would be decidedly detet'mined ; 
and assuming that the result would be favor- 
able to his wishes, he concealed even'fVom 
Sophia the sentiments she had inspired. The 
old man died, and in the course of the follow- 
ing year Sophia and Cockspur were married. 
« Now his republican arrogance broke out. 
His connection with the business of the canal . 
was of course ended ; in the free enjoymOQt 
of her fortune, he becnme an influential dbar- 
acter in the county, &nd, saving that' pride of 
opinion which belongs so exclusively to per- 
sons of the same political principles, hd was 
deservedly held in great esteem. Thia 
tempted him, at a general election, ' to bfifer 
himself, for the county— the only imprudent 
error, it is said I he ever committed ;' and never 
was presumption more . thoroughly chastiBed. 
He had no friendly nor familiar associates in 
the county. He was unacquainted with the 
sentiments of the gentry and freeholders ; he 
mistook the shouts of the populace for influ. 
ential popularity, and his solicitors fell into 
the same fault. They were clever persons, 
but without focal connections, brought from 
Lpndon ^t an^ expense detrimOntal to his 
fortune., 

" On the d^y of election, the few voteia. 
who had been secured for him, kept aloof 
until it should*\)e seen by whom amonjg the 
great freeholders he was supported. Still, 
many hands were held up ; but only his pro. 
poser and seconder polled for him. He re- 
tired from the hustings amidist the jeera of the 
gentry, breathkig vengeance he knew - not 
wherefore, nor against whom. 
- ^*TTom that day he sequ^strtited hllBwelf 
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from Jh^ gentidinen of the eoti'iiitf/iuid de- 
claredly began to prepare for the removal of 
bi8 family to America. No man waa poa. 
aeaaed of more conatancy in purpose, nor waa 
more implacable in hia reaentmenta ; but he 
had iTobler qualitiea, and it would be doing 
him great wrong, to aay that hia mortification 
prompted him to any undertaking of peraonal 
revenge'; but alt hie adyersariea regarded his 
aequeafration tts dictated by animoiity against 
ihem individually. 

*' The preaumption of offering himself as a 
candidate for the county waa, indeed, an of. 
fence not to be aoon forgiven by the squirar- 
thy. They set him down for a determined, 
disloyal man, only waiting for an opportunity 
of letting loose his malice against them ; to 
this thay ascribed his remaining so' long in 
England after his declared intention to quit it 
for ever. He had, however, no other motive 
but only to educate his sons for a for^t life 
and independence in the wilderness, which 
he believed could not, according to his no- 
tiona, be properly accomplished in the United 
States ; and it was for that he remained ex. 
posed to the humiliation of shunning and be- 
ing shunned. ^i- 

" Such waa the state in which he stood, 
when, seven years after I had quitted -Freight- 
borough, I returned to visit my father. I will 
not say my passion for Sophia Deverenz waa 
then extinguished — that it could never be ; 
but it was subdued ; and that I might not 
seem to have forgotten the attentions' I had 
received from her father, and the cheerful 
hours spent in her own society, I resolved to 
visit Cockspur. 

'* By this time I was become a stranger iti 
the county. What were its intrigues and 
petty cabals to me? And my residence in 
London had taught me to take a more gene- 
rous view of men's polhi^l principles than 
accorded with the harshness of provincial in- 
tolerance. I carried my resolution into effect, 
and waa received with the hospitality due 
from one old and early companion to another. 

*' I had heard of the rigid discipline whidi 
he maintained in his family, and of the des- 
potism of his character. But I was delight- 
fully disappointed ; all the amiable feelings 
which, under other circumstances, would have 
been shcured. with the world; were concentrated 
at home. The mind that was fit to rule a 
nation had found itself employment among 
hia children. And although the effecta of hia 
ayatematic management were every where 
visible, it was yet no where felt." 

Mr. Herbert at this point became in some 
degree agitated ; he suspended his narrative, 
and took aeveral turns across the floor, evi- 
dently collecting himself. He at last auc 
eeeded. 
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" Alas ! bow little in this irorld of Uunn 
Are held the feelings that pervade the heart.'' 

When Mr. Herbert returned to his seat, he 
reaumed his story, but with less alacrity of 
language. Some regretful reminiscejice had 
come across his mind j he spoke more heavi- 
ly, and appeared to feel a weight upon hia 
spirits that could not be shaken off. There 
was, as it were, atiffness, pain, and awellipga, 
in his facultiea. 

*' The recollections of an old man'a fint 
love,*' said he, with a faint amile, *' will please 
but few auditoia. I shall therefore abataia 
from attempting to describemy feelings, wiien 
I beheld Sophia Deverenx, in the glow of the 
evening, sitting is the midst of her playful 
children on 4he lawn in front of their resi- 
dence. Her heart was bound up in them ; 
ahe had no thought for the. w4Nrld, nor for the 
inelemenoy of ita strictufees. She had been 
so long estranged from.it, that she hadceaaed 
to take any interest in its proceedings. And 
she added, with a sigh, after having ao: ex- 
plained her contentment, <It is.fortaikttte I 
bare acquiied this taste for retirement and 
tranquillity. The wilderness cannot be more 
friendless than the excommunication in which 
we live h^re.* ». 

" 1^ ou will not suppose that I w«b inclined 
at that momeat to touch any jangling atsing. 
Mr. Cockspur was about some twenty or thir- 
ty yards off, looking at one of the plants in 
the ahrubbery, and beyond hearing. 'But 
what do«s he think?' said I, lookDog toward 
him. 

'« ' He endures it braveiy,' was her answer, 
:* but not with my compoeure : I am bpt a 
poor wife for. an ambitious man; I can nei- 
ther resent, nor resolve with sufBoient deter- 
mination.' 

"By this brief speech, but more by. the 
manner than the words, I persuaded myself 
she was leas happy than ahe affected to be : 
but nothing farther passed that evening.; for 
Mr. Cockspur came to ue with a remarii^ble 
leaf in his. hand, and the oonversatiim became 
a babble about buds and bloasoau. 

" Next morning, some of his agricultural 
experiments called him early abroad, and he 
had not returned when I entered the broak- 
foat-parlor, where Mrs. Coekspur was sitting 
alone. My mind had been much oeeupied 
during the night with the thought of her un- 
.happiness ; but do me the justice to believe 
there waa more of sorrow than of passion in 
my ruminations. Time had aome^at chang. 
ed with me the eourse of love, and had thrown 
it into the' calmer channel of afiection. A 
brother could- not have spoken with- a purer 
sympathy, when, in reverting to the incidezu 
tal rematk ahe had made this preceting even, 
ing, I expreaaed my regret that Mr. Coekspur 
shovld evwr have exposed himself to the con- 
tumely of kia, proud i«d iUibeial«ri^ib«ta. 
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■leaning, or empl&yed either action or accent 
that did not belong to the sentiment delivered 
- in the mildest form. 

^ Bnt the effect on her surprised me. She 
made no answer ; I could see, however, that 
she gradually became deeply agitated, and she 
finally began to we«p. 

" ' For myself,' said she, when she had 
sQppresaed her emotion, * I do not think of 
the consequences which have arisen from the 
manner my husband has astranged himself 
from everybody— ^perhaps provolDsd that re- 
taliation which he feels mora than he is wil. 
ling to aoknowiedge-^bttt my chitdran ! the 
rislc they run of being regarded as ontcasts, 
fitted me with inexpreastbte alarm/ 

** The conversation eontlnued some time 
in this affecting strain, and she apoke to me, 
aa an old friend, of many humiliations 4o which 
•he had personally been subjected from ^e 
neighboring families. It was impoaaible not 
to feel for her situation ; and from no other 
sentiment than sympathy, I said unguardedly, 
that Cockspar was too selfish in his senti- 
ments; he should make some iBaeilfice of 
them for her and his children. 

** Onerof the windows opened into a eon- 
aervatory, which opened upon the lawn, and 
in which, it would seem, Gockspur had been 
some time, and had oveiheArd'the latter part, 
at least, of our conversation. At my remark 
he abruptly entered, his face inflamed, and 
his eyes Ashing, and for a few seconds he 
lodLad at his lady, and then turned with a 
stem ispect to me. 

^'ttot conscious of having exceeded the 
privileges of friendship, his sudden 'apitear. 
ance, though it may have a little surprised, in 
no degree disconcerted me : but I was struck 
with the manner in which he tamed upon 
me. Preserving, however, my presehce of 
mind, I said to him with perfect seW^ofises. 
sion and jocularity, *-that listeners seldom 
heard any good of themselves f and I Was 
proceeding to recount in substance what j^ 
liad "been saying to Mrs. Gockspur, and to 
urge some abatement of that abstraction from 
aociety, by which she so much snfiered. 

VWiiile I was 8p&aking» he preserved a 
..profound, but evidently an indignant silence ; 
and when I paused, he said in a cooly sardonic 
manner, * llave you anything more to aay V 

*' I was not exactly prepared for Ihia, but 
atill I was able to answes him without, sppar* 
ent eipotion. 

' ' " ' Mr. Gockspnrt yon are ofTended-^I have 
don6 nothing to offend you ;. I am too much 
the friend of you and of your family, not to 
•lament that you should deem it naoessary to 
persevere-*-^' i 

. ** He suddaniy iaterrupted riw^Lhia eholer 
cividently inokeasing, aa iie aaid*^ 

*' * I think, sir, you have.tranagi^isud the 
.pciyptavsa of om dagrae ci^atkOMcf f toad he 



act on the principle which you have i^sipugn. 
ed with 80 much freedom, in re<iueating an 
early termination of your visit.' 
. ** X felt thia almost as an insult ; but I could 
not disguise from myself that I had taken 
more liberty than could well be justified. 
The interest I felt in the happiness ot itf rs. ' 
Gockspur could alone excuse to' myself the 
indelicacy of speaking to a wife so freely of 
her husband. And yet, in what I had said, 
there was nothing which might not haye been 
repeated before Mm. The position, however, 
in which he had placed himself, exposed bim 
to ao many mortifications, that his heart waa 
excoriated : he could as little endure the 
emollients of friendship, as the provocations 
of enmity : his mind wai^ skinless ; and thongh 
his innate strength of chaiact(ear enabled him 
to endure the anguish with Promethean forti- 
tude, he was yet not the less miserable. 

'' As I retired from the house, I could not 
but reflect on the exclusion to which the gen- 
de Sophia Devereux was doomed; and pity 
for her helpless, condition, and the mortifying 
consequences of it to her children, revived 
much <X the tenderness, without the passion, 
which I had once cherished. Of Gockssoir I 
could not think without indignation, and I 
had almost worked myself into, a i^esolution 
to challenge him, even while I admitted that 
the peculiarity of the case afiforded me no 
pretence to do so. 

'* While I was riding toward my father's in 
that humor, Mr. Groves, one of the gentlemen 
of the neighborhood, overtook me on the 
road. We had been formerly intimately ac. 
quainted, and he was then, so far on his way 
to ask me to his house, in order to meet soma 
of o.iir old h-ienda. 

***But,* said, he, 'you will probably not 
relish a condition that I am under the necea. 
sity of attaching to the request*?* 

" • Is it that f break off my intercourse, with 
Mr. Gockspur 7* 

** Without directly answering the question, 
he replied, ' We have all done so. He has 
opposed himself to all the county in such a 
manner, and expresses such un-Eoglish sen- 
timents on every occasion when he can . ob- 
tain an opportunity to do so, 4iat it became 
necessary to exclude him. Had he bees -a 
person less distinguished for talent and intre- 
pidity, we should not have conferred on him 
so much distinction ; but his. abUities miake 
him, in theae times, 8^ dangerous man.' 

"'Had the request been made, coupled 
with the condition, an hour, ago,* replied h 
' you wpuld probably have expected an iine. 
quivocal rejection of .your kindness :' but now 
the condition is unnecessary ;^and lexplaiiw 
ed to him so much of what had taken place, 
aa auperseded the necessity of any explana. 
tion on hii part. I had correctly guessed the 
nature of the intended condition. 
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" la toe coune of the afternoon, my fathur 
kavins retired fo bis atadf, while I was sit- 
ting alone after dinnei^, reflecting' on the in- 
cident of the morning, and saddened with the 
thought of the unhappiness I had witnessed, 
perhaps had augmented, while anxious to 
diminish it — Mr. Cockspur was announced.' 
' Shall I see him?' was the first question I put 
to myself: * can I, after what has taken place 
with Mr. Groves ?' But while I hesitated, he 
entered the room. 

" * I will not let you hesitate,' was his ex- 
clamation, before the servant had time to re- 
tire. * I have come to entreat your pardon 
for my rudeness this morning; to thank you 
for the brotherly interest you have taken in 
our happiness — ^I have come at Sophia^s re- 
quest, to solicit you to renew your visit ;' and 
he held out his hand so frankly, that I had 
almost accepted it ; but I paused, and moved 
back a pace or two. 

** * Is it so?' said he, with a shudder; and 
in a restrained but paretic tone he added, 
' With what tdnt am I infected, that all the 
world avoids me ? Have you, too, cast us 
ottr ' 

** Knowing the* firm character and intense 
sensibility of the man, I was painfully affect- 
ed at hearing him so far confess- his misery ; 
but the situation in which I stood with the 
principal gentlemen of the county, through 
the m^ium of' Mr. Groves, embarrassed me 
beyond description. My heart prompted me 
to saise the proffered hand, and to forget, as 
I forgave, what had passed ; but oould I 
forego, on Cockspur*8 account, my earliest 
friends, and the companions of my happiest 
yesrs ? 

'* I remained silent, and he threw himself 
into the elbow chair where ray father had 
beeii sitting, and covered his eyes with his 
hand. At last I found myself able to address 
him, which I did to the folio wi rig effect : 

'•* * Since I left your house this morning, I 
have seen Mr. Groves. He was, indeed, 
coming here to invite me to meet some of my 
old companions ; but this invitation had a 
condition attached to it. Your behavior to 
me rendered the stipniation unnecessary ; and 
I am no longer free to renevv our intercourse, 
but also upon condition.* 

" He started from his seat, and with an en- 
ergy that lent a frightful, an almost demoniacal 
expression to his countenance : 

" * Never, never I no man shall tell me of 
conditions— conditions for what? on which 
he will tolerate me as an associate — ^never ." 
and he instantly left the room* 

" This interview disturbed me more pain- 
fully than even the previous rupture. It ap- 
peared to present an opportunity of bringing 
about some sort of reconciliation between 
him and his neighbors ; but his vehemence at 
once blasted the hope. 

*' A few days after, 1 returned to London ; 
and for aeveral years I heard nothing of the 



Cockspory, farthar than that thoy Jtill liarod ia 
the same excluded sequestered state, and diat 
the education of the sons for a woodland life 
was perseveringly adhered to.*' 

Just in this crisis of Mr. Herbert's narrative. 
Bailie Waft patted on a pane of the window, 
which, by the way, he cracked, for it was 
that thin flash glass which cannot abide hand- 
ling. " Dear me, sirs,** cried he, •* are ye Ao* 
done yet ? Really, Mr. Todd, I have sodie- 
thing most particular to tell you : if ye can 
but spare me a minute, you would oblige me 
and yourself likewise." 

I rose, and going to the window, replied 
with severity : " I wish ye would give me 
any cause for an obligation; see, ye have 
cracket a lozen : I request you will call at the 
store in the morning and pay for't: Good 
night.** And with these cool and calm words 
r returned to my seat beside Mr. Herbert. 

CHAPTER' VII. 

"Alas ! the constancy of my sad mind 
Is pat to dMadfoI prooC" 

After a few judicious animadversions on 
the impertinence of John Waft, for Mr. I{er. 
bert was sometimes plagued with him as well 
as I was, he resumed : 

" In consequence of the death of my father, 
which happened in the course of the sixth 
year after the event just described, I had no 
inducement to revisit Stoke Melcomb^but 
the unfortunate situation of Sophia Devereux 
still saddened my thoughts, and the recollec- 
tions of our youthful intercourse was sweet in 
my memory, like the witliered rose-leaves in 
the jsr. 

** One day a smart youth brought me a let. 
ter ; it was from Mrs. Cockspur, and the bear- 
er was Oliver, her eldest son. She informed 
me, that he had been sent to London to ac- 
quire some practical knowledge of mechan- 
ics, and she begged that X would allow him 
to consider me as a friend. 

" This incident gave me great pleasure — 
but it told me that the excommunication still 
continued, otherwise the grandson of l)fr. 
Devereux would not have been in need of my 
friendship. The following year Bradahaw, 
the ^second son, also came to London ; out 
he brought me no letter. I had in the mean- 
time shown a few civilities to Oliver, and it 
was not doubted I would be as attentive to 
him — so the boy bimsejf told me — and sub- 
joined with a degree of affecting sensib^ty, 
* Fpr we consider you. as our only friend.' 

*^When they had 'been in London two 
years, they werp recalled by their fathot; to 
accompany .him in a tour to uie principal 
manufacturing towns, and to inspect som^ of 
the canals. His health had been declining, 
and he was advised to travel. In fact, the 
chagrin in which he had so long lived yraa 
beginning to affect his constitution ; but ,hia 
unrelaxpg spirit would make no conceKjion 
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' to his neighbors, eveTI while he was coiwiim- 
iog with the desire to be re^mitted into 
their society. 

*< From that period I have not seen the two 
' lads, who by this time must be men — Oliver 
cannot be less than twenty.foar. Volumnia — 
for Cockspar's republican pre<Mlection8 ex- 
tended tb the names of his children — was a 
fine girl, when, when ** 

Here Mr. Herbert paused suddenly, and 
then resumed : — 

** Yes, when I saw her last, which was 
about twelve months after her father's death : 
Mr. Cockspur never recovered his health ; 
the journey with his sons, on the contrary, 
accelerated the progress of his disease. He 
returned home with diminished strength ; Ha. 
gered with increasing symptoms till the fol. 
lowing spring, when he died, a self-immols' 
ted victim to his stubborn principles. 

" About that time my prospects began ra. 
pidly to impBore ; they had for many years 
been bare and sterile, when suddenly, as if 
some new energy had been communicated 
to all my commercial friends and connec- 
tions, a situation was found for me in the 
management of an extensive combination of 
their interests in a general banking-house. 
I had the good fortune to give satisfaction, as 
I have already told you ; and while good for- 
tune was 80 flourishing, the long quiescent 
feelings of my youthful passion began to re- 
vive, and hopes and wishes to bud and spring 
again. 

*' I revisited Stoke Melcomb, where, though 
I found that, from the death of Mr. Cockspur, 
the circle of exclusion had been opened to 
his family, yet the long unmerited interdict 
to which Sophia Devereux had been subject- 
ed, made her adverse to re-enter, and anxious 
to quit that part of the country, even until her 
sons, who happened to be then absent, were 
ready to proceed to America. This avowal 
on her part led to a more tender disclosure 
oil mine,' of my early attachment. The 
snows of age had already begun to whiten 
upon both our heads ; but affection is an ever- 
green, and she acknowledged that she saw 
my first departure from London with sorrow. 
But why should I dwell on this topic J Ar- 
rangements were made for our union. 

** I returned to London, in order to prepare 
fer her reception ; but on my arrival that ter. 
rible revulsion commenced in trade in 1810. 
The association for which I acted was blast. 
ed in its chiefest members, and I' was direct- 
ed to close and wind up the concern. Under 
•nch circumstances, could I think of mar- 
rfage? I informed Mrs. Cockspur of what 
htid takfen place ; and without resigning the 
claim I had established to call her mine, beg. 
ged that our wedding might be postponed, 
It was at that time I went to Hastings on the 
Aea.8hore, and in that disconsolate epoch, the 
accident happened by which I was brought 
to America. She believes me no more ; 



whatever regard she odce entertained for me, 
exists but among her regrets and remem. 
brances. Can it be kind to disturb her reco. 
vered tranquility 7 How can a poor old vil. 
lage schoolmaster, housed with poverty, and 
wrenching his morsel of bread from the fangs 
of want, venture to present himself to Sophia 
Devereux ?*• 

Although my heart biggened in my boaom, 
as the venerable gentleman concluded, I yet 
mastered courage to say with a gay flourish, 
" Faint heart never won fair lady j" but I re. 
ally could think of no counsel to give him.' 

" No," said he, " ten years have made a 
great change in both. The wrinkles, which 
were then just beginning to trace their lines, 
are now deepened into furrows, and with one 
of us they have been channels to many tears. 
No, the flowery bridal wreath suits ill with 
grey hairs. Think you the young men, her 
sons, would ever suffer propriety to he ao out. 
raged in the gentle dignity of their mother ?** 

" The hand of Providence, Mr. Herbert,'^ 
said P— " the hand of Providence is visible 
in your case. Were you lifted out of the 
raging deep, and set upon the bottom of a 
boat, and a French ship sent to take you 
abroad and far from the troubles which beset 
you at home, to bring you safe unto this land 
of refoge for nothing? — No, sir, you were 
preserved for a purpose ; bo walk you on- 
ward, and abide the issues that will come to 
pass.** 

" That's a fine piety, Mr. Todd," said Bailie 
Waft, who had slipped unobserved into the 
room, end was standing behind me: " but 
will ye hear me, now that ye have said your 
moral ? for you ken the moral always con. 
dudes the fable. I have been waiting /or 
you, both out and in, for a long time, the 
business no* admitting of delay : something 
must be done in it this night. Noo,Mr. 
Todd,' for this time I am really serious ; aa 
sure's death, Mr. Todd, I am this nigbt a 
sincere man.'* 

I need scarcely say, that such a succession 
of intrusions was a great trial ; but on this 
earnest declaration, being quite overcome, I 
signed to him,without speaking, to take a seat 

** You see, gentlemen," he resumed, " there 
has been, this evening a most memorable 
event to un all. I was just sauntering by my- 
self in the twilight, thinking of thi& and mor. 
alizing of that, and marvelling how one thing 
happens after another ; when, lo and behold! 
two most respectable gentlemen came mak- 
ing genteel bows towards me. I «ras aston- 
ished. Well--* Are you Mr. Hoskin^ V said 
one of them, in a most pleasant manner ; I 
could make no less response than" that I had 
not that honor. Whit can they want with 
Mr. Hoskins? thought L "Then, you are 
Mr. Todd,' said the other. I could not in 
conscience, you knpw, Mr. Todd, say I wai 
you ; but they had so quickened my curiosity, 
hat I gave them a look of significance." 
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**hk fiMlittne of trudi, did yon piss yonr- 
•e]f for me 7" cried I. Mr. Herbert Biniled, 
notwithstanding the •state of his Qwn Bensi. 
bilities ; and the tormentor coolly replied* — 

^ Just be calm, Mr. Todd ; jast be calm. 
This ia a great thing : water from the roclt, 
manna from the Bkies, are as natural as ice 
and hailstones, compared with oar miracle in 
the wiidemess. Well, you see, the two gen- 
tlemenj probably soppoeing that I was yon, 
said they were as well pleased to find Mr. 
Todd as Mr. Hoskins, and forthwith they be. 
gan to tell me who they were : Mr. Van 
Haarlem, of Newborough, and no less than 
the rich Mr. Breuglefrom Albany." 

"Well," said I. 

'* Yon may weel ssy well, bat be. thankit 
would be more to the purpose,*' was his re- 
tort : and he continued : 

** Then they began to say, that haying 
heard how the setdements in this Genesee 
tract were progressing, they had come to see, 
with their own eyes, if rumor told the truth, 
and they were right well content with what 
they had seen ; so they said, aAer an inter, 
change of parly voos, that they had received 
a high character of Mr. Heskins, and of me : 
that was, because they thought I was you, 
Mr. Todd, — ye see what it is to have the 
fhme of ability.; — and so, from less to more, 
they began to speak to a business-like pur- 
|K)se, and of a proposal they intended to 
make us : believing I was you, and the part- 
ner of Mr. Hoekin^. Noo will ye guess 
what this proposal is to be ? and in black and 
white you will receive it to morrow morning, 
ril wager a plack and a bawbee, if ye guess 
till the break of day, yeMI never be a bit the 
wiser. Oh, Mr. Herbert, It's just the trade 
that you, with yovr counting.house sleights, 
were made for. Noo make a guess, Mr. Her. 
bert : Mr. Todd, keep your composity, and 
make a guess. Well, if ye'll no* try, and I 
must tell, what Would ye think of setting up 
a baiik in Judiville 7 what do you think of 
that Gafier Toddie?" and he gave me a 
whackiQg inuendos, as he called it, between 
the shoulders, which almost took away my 
breath ; hot notwithstanding, I knew not how 
it happened, I wasseized with an immoderate 
fit of liiughing. It was lirot a laugh of satis.^ 
faction and titillation, but an extraordinary 
shoat and convulsion, which continued with 
a hysterical vehemence beyond the power of 
Natnre to repress. 

" Noo for once yon wiH allow ttiat I have 
brought you glad tidiftgs," restimed the bai. 
lie, when I had, in some degree, recovered 
my composure ; ** bat when I heard of such 
a Potosi coming among us, I bethought me 
that the gendemen would not be pleased if I 
gathered secrets only meant for yon atad Mr. 
Hoakins ; ho I prudently warned them I was 
only a friend to Mr. Todd. And in that I 
had an eye to futurity ; Utt I thought if I 
played a deeeptional piet, that ttiaybe hereaf- 



ter, when I might want to diseount a bit scrap 
of paper, they would say the well «ras dry; or 
the cow's yetl^or looking through it between 
them and the light, observe, wiSiout looking 
me in the face, ' It wont suit us.' So I beg. 
ged their pardon, and told them I was not 
Mr. Todd, though people were apt to mistake 
the one for the other, on account of our re- 
markable likeness to each other. Finally, 
' having made two attempts to obtain an audi, 
ence, as ye know, I was obliged to go back 
to the gentlemen, dind to say, you were so 
busy with the schoolmaster helping you to 
settle your store accounts, that ye could not 
see them to-night. So they are now at the 
tavern, waiting till you and the sun gladden 
the world in the morning." 

This was, indeed, a very wonderful occur- 
rence ; but I was angry with the officious 
bodie in saying I needed a schc^olmaster's help 
in my accounts, to gentlemen that were cotne 
to make a banking concern with me. 

• ♦ 

CHAPTER VIH. 



" To make the erowna poond.** 

Thb next day was a great day in Babel- 
mandel. I rose with the crowing of the cock, 
and despatched my son Charles on horseback 
to Judiville, to request uncle Hoskins to come 
to me immediately. I roused Mrs. Hoskins, 
to prepare for us the best breakfast and dinner 
that the means of the village could afibrd. I 
directed the two gurls to be decked in their 
fairest frocks, and all the house to be trimmed, 
up and put in order, and I dressed myself in 
my best suit of black, which is the color I al- 
wa]^ wear — it saves money, when relations 
happen to bequeath the misfortune of going 
into mourning. But, when all these orders 
were given, Charles off, and the preparations 
stirring, a cold thought came into my head : 
« What if all this story, of the bankers be only 
an invention of Bailie Waft ?** It is not pos- 
sible to describe What I then suffered ; but, 
nevertheless, I resolved to go through the bu- 
siness as if all he had said was gospel ; and ac- ' 
cordingly, as soon as I had dressed myself, I 
walked leisurely toward the store to open it 
for the day, swinging the key of the door on 
the fore-finger of my right hand as I went 
along. 

I had not proceeded above two hundred 
yards, when I beheld John Waft coming firom 
his own house toward the road t he, too, had 
prepared hunself for the occasiott, being ap- 
paralled in his best ; but Verily he was an ad- 
monition by example to all men who delight 
in coats of many colors. 

His coat was of light grey— it had been his 
wedding garment some time in the course of 
the last century — adorned with large brezen 
crown-broad buttons, the least big enoughfor 
the censer of an idolHi' altar. Mr. Herbert 
called him the solar system, his buttons 'being 
phuMM and moonsi fmd the epotvon hitiwia'< 
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down waistcout the fibced aivS' - Hb, decen- 
cies were of purple plurii and his hose oX light 
blue coftoo, ever which he Yioie. a pair of half 
booU, with long leather straps dangling over 
their outside. His hat was almost as good 
and bright as new, but it had been kjept in too 
spall a box, and had a squarish and com. 
pressed shape« something like a cocked-hat in 
a «tate of relaxation. Moreover, he sported 
a pair pf new olivcwcolored gloves, which be- , 
ing rather large, obliged him to be constantly 
pressing them into fitting, by interweaving his 
fingers ; and his wonted every.day staflf, an 
oaken sapling he had brought from Renfrew, 
shire, was laid aside for an ivory-headed In- 
dian cane, which he only displayed at pac^ 
and yule, and other high holidays. 

The sight of the bailie in all his parapher- 
nalia was an encouzaj^ing omen ; but I would 
have been just as well satisfied had it been so 
ordained that we were not to have met that 
morning : so affecting not to see him, I walked 
straight on toward the store, mending my pace 
as I approached it. He was not» however, to 
be so easily dispensed with, for he increased 
his pace also, andf taking a diagonal couiBe, 
was at the door almost as soon as ^kym^. 

** Hey ! Mr. Waft,'' said !,.« what bridal or 
banquet aie ye for the day 7 or is there a corn- 
fair and a market in the woods 7" 

Much to my surpiise, the droU bodie wore 
that day a sedate aspect, and looked irom 
under the brfhi of his beaver with such com- 
posed eyes that he seemed another character 
from what he had hitherto appeared. 

*' Ye see, Mr. Todd," replied he, <* though 
we may use a spice o' familiarity among our. 
sels, it behoves us to put on our mannen afore 
strangers ; so, wishing to uphold ihe credit of 
the place, I considered it my duty to dip to 
the bottom of the.muckle chest «n this occa- 
sion. For you. kno.w, wlien you remove to 
Judiville, I shall be. then the principal mer- 
cantile character in ^abelmandei." 

^* That will be a great thing," said I, hard- 
ly able to keep my gravity at hearing such a 
pretension. 
ti "And I thought/' resumed the bailie, "I 



in his taamwr^io 9^t ia«aie«:y.pQtet, Aadytf 
so plain and aimpie, that It waa evident fan \ai 
been destined for a better condition than chu 
of a ba«kwood's village dominie. 

J invited him to take his bi«akfaat with 08, 
intending to ask the two ap'angara if I &U ia 
with them in time ; and in this I was not with, 
out a purpose, which in due season will be di. 
vulged. In the mdan lime, whil^ we v^n 
cohveraing, I saw the gentlemen ccrniing to. 
wards the store with Mr. WaiV^ who wu 
plainly making himself as agreeable to tiwn 
as posaible. by directing their attention to dif- 
ferent things about the village, turnimr i-ound 
and pointing them out with liis sdck. 
^ As they approached the door, the bailie 
stepped aside, and the strangers cfuu^ in un- 
attended. They cast their eyes round for t 
moment — then they took a glance at Mr. Uer. 
bert« apd afterward at me, and finally they did 
homage to him. At this crisis the bailie akto 
entered, and leaning his back against the eooo. 
teri gave n^e a significant sldelonjg \ook» m 
much as to say, '* Would you not be the bet. 
ter of my ii^troductionT' 

Mr. Van Haarlem waa ^e first who spoke : 
he addressed himself to .Mr. Herbert, repeat, 
ing a good deal of the commendation he had 
bestowed the preceding evening on the pro- 
gress of the settlement. 

The bailie began to fidget, and his eyea to 
twinkle in their wonted manner, but he said 
nothing. 

When Mr. Van Haarlem had finished his 
compliments^ then Mr. Breugle q\x% in, and ex- 
pressed the extraordinary eatisfootion thay Ual 
both experienced in their visit to Judivillflh 
through which they had come in theixway ce 
BabelB^andel. 

The bailie looked from under his b^ows and 
brim at me, in' a malignant, though a merry 
manner — ^for all (his time Iwasst^ding be. 
hind the counter, winding up» string* blowing 
the dust from the scales, and doing aucii other 
uncalled-for work. 

Mr. Van Haarlem, after %Dme farther 6^^^ 
cooise, inquired of Mr. Herbert when he ex- 
pected Mr. Hoskins, and nothing could be 



could do no less, out of the respect Ih^aar you, jnore polite than . the manner . in which that 



than to dress .myself in time to introddc^you 
to the gentlemen." 

I did not like this ; and replied — 

*' I t|ipught, Mr. Waft* you were not ac 
quainted with them. I would be as content 
that they, being' come on business> would in. 
.troduce themselves." 

Here I was again surprised, for the bodie, 
beii^g that morning in a 'peremptory moo^% 
turned on his heel and went off in a huff t it 
waa the second time he had done so since he 
took me in the hooky-crooky bargain, there, 
by clearly sl^>ying that it waa naturally up- 
setting and could not carry a full cup. 

Soon after his exit in a huff, Mr« Heibert 



gentleman turi^ed to me and ^add — 

** Mr. Todd, whep do you expect the old 
gentleman?" 

The (wo strange^ looked for an ipstant eon- 
fi^sedly at each otherr and the ve;catibns bailie 
rubbed his hands with fidgety fainneBai and 
gave a sort of keekling laugh, as if in trismph 
■for tjiie victory he had gained over me: l^ut 
his joy was not everlasting, fo| i^je tenoparary 
mistake of the two strangers was happily cor. 
rected by the judicious interference of Mr. 
Herbert,, and we were, soon on our way to mf 
house, to which I inyited the bankers to ac- 
company me to breakfast — fo I was upaidea 
Fith the bailie by not asking hun. We.had 



j(4ned me^ «lso in tiis modest best, aad really not, howeySTi proceeded ;far from the store, 
., jis wap like ii gej^lpflianr-sopiyiw md qnieti when ipy bl^airt smote i»ft<that I was h^baviflg 
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ovrtly lianh -to th» Wie» Is^ciaHy as lie had 
dressed himself to do us all honor ; so, as be 
was slowly and dlnkingly moving toward his 
own hotise, t (Sailed out, •• Whew now, Mr. 
Waft ? ■ Are you not coming with xA V* 

" I'm thinking," jjid he, in a sorr of out-of- 
cotthteoance slmpliS^, *' that the eggs will be 
cold before I can get home." 

" Then ye should make more hastf ,** cried 
I, laughing; ''but make our way your road 
to breakfast, and I can assure you that ye shall 
hare a supply both of hot eggs and hot water .^ 

•* Ah, ye Will T)e cutting your witty jokes at 
my expense," Implied the bodie, coming back 
with a lighter foot than he turned to go away. 
And then we all good laugh at the pawkie 
prank he had played me^ in letting the 
stranger^, 'for want of an introduction, mis- 
take Mr. Herbert for me. 

As I told the- story myself, and not without 
a garniabihg of jocularity, it bespoke an ex- 
oeli^nt opinion of my good nature with Mr. 
Van Haarlem and Mr. Breu^e, as they after- 
ward told me. 

By the time ws reached my house, Mr. Hos- 
kins was arrived, and aunty had lal#out for 
him. a chaiige of linen and other decorations; 
but he would not then put them on, for break- 
fast was by that timS ready, and he was averse 
to keep the two gentlemen waiting. Break- 
fast, however, was spon despatched, and we 
all adjpumed with our cigars to the stoop. I 
say ours, but neither Mr. Herbert nor I ever 
smoked, and the bailie bodie did it so seldom, 
that he fell ill and his head grew dizzy, which 
oblSged him to return home. 

During the cogitation witk the cigars, I: 
found an opportilnity to tell Mr. Herbert aside 
that I wogld let him take the lead in discus- 
sing' the scheme of the bank, alid that when 
we heard what die two g^sntlemen had to pro- 
pose, we would have some farther deliberation 
between ourselves. 

As it would never do for a history -book to 
be -fitted up with the particiilaTS of business, of 
coiiT«e It is not expected that 1 should relate 
what passed on that occasion. Let id there- 
fore suffice that th6 proposition of ithe two 
gentlemen was both rational and feasible. 
They wer6 sure that Judiville would to a cer- 
tainty become speedily a large town, and that 
its growth and progress would be helped by a 
bank. But one thing did surpriiae me — the 
smallness of the capital which they proposed 
shotild be embarked, the amount being only 
two thousand dollars, of which each of us 
should advance five hundred, that is, Mr. Hos- 
kins and I, the other two doing die same. 

WIA these two thousand dollars we were 
to get hard cash to meet a run, a handsome- 
plate made for the notes, and provide the other 
proper et ceteras. With the bank's notes we 
were to discoimt bills, and we were likewise 
to take in deposits of cash at one percent, less 
interest than we discounted bills. 

As JttdiviUi^ was as yet but in its infiaBcy, 



and few bills were in the settlement to diii- 
count, the scheme did not appear to be either 
very hazardous or unreasonable ; so it wastle- 
termined, in the end, that' the JudiviHo Bank 
Company should be established on this mod. 
erate scale, as We all bought it, and that Mr. 
Herbert should be the manager ; for it was 
thought by Mr. Hoskins that he could ^oth 
keep his school at Babelmandel, and superin- 
tend the banking aflairs at Judiville — the two 
places, by the bush-road, being only seven 
miles distant. 

Feasible, however, as. the plan' was, the 
mysteries tf banking were deeper than I could 
ever well fathom ; so I proposed to let Mr. 
Herbert have my fourth, and that I would ad. 
vance die five hundred doUa^, he to pay me 
back, with interest, doable {^e sum in five 
yeais. ' ' 

CHAPTER IX. 
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■— - But kia eye wa* keeq.' 

Afte& some conversation with Mr. Her- 
berfy with reference to the change which ibe 
banking arrangement promised to his ostensi- 
ble oircvUistaBees, I urged him seriously to 
renew his acqaeintance with Mrs. Coekspur. 

** No,'* acu^ he, ** I mastered my passion 
when young, respected, and amidst the assur- 
ance of good fortune. Can I now, an old 
man, bent bieneath th^ burden of my disap- 
pointments^ with a withered heart and a shak- 
ing hand, claim more than pity even from af- 
fection?" 

Seeing him in this mood, (I wonder what 
it is that makes men of superiority so inac- 
cessible to jqdicious counsel?) I said nothing,] 
but I fomied a plan of my own, and, as de- 
layvare dangerous, I lost no time in carrying 
it into effect. Accordingly, on the morning 
after the departure of the bankers, I went to 
Judivflle, partly to see how the buildings for 
the house arid store were coming on, but 
chiefly to have a few rational words in a 
comer with-Mrs. Coekspur. 

It may be thought, that in taking up this 
business, I was too much, like John Waft, 
trotibting myself with matters that did not 
appertain to me ; but I could not help it. I 
was much taken by the appeased character 
of Mr. Herbert; he was so evidently by na- 
ture an heir'to a rich inheritance of fortune 
and honor j that I could not but regret so noble 
a spirit should be so far out of its proper 
sphere. It was this charity that prompted 
me ; an up-lodcing charity that finds its best 
reward in self-approval. But -I must not for- 
get a resolution made in early Hf^ never to 
praise mjrself; so, without more ado, I shall 
now relate what I did at Judiville with the 
worthy old 4ady. 

r have already mentioned how I was obliged 
to Mr. Bradshaw Coekspur for the plan of the 
house and store, and how the bnsiness con- 
ceming thp same led to an intimacy with Ate' 
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fimily. Thii int&nnej allowied m* the free, 
dom of paying myre^Mcts at all timea to 
Mia. Coelu^ar ; and accordingly, at a period 
oC the day when the young gentlemen, I knew, 
were abroad, I went to her. The villa they 
wete bailding waa not yet finiahed, and she 
was ttiU reeiding in their primitiye log.httt 
with MiM Volumnia. I waa not, hpwever, 
to be impeded by the preaenee of that yonng 
lady ; ao I foond a way and method to get 
Mia. C^kapur to take a aeat with ma on a 
pleaiant bank, where the young men had 
raiaed a bench that overlooked the river; 
Mi« Volomnia, in the mean time^ having 
nndectaken to prepare tea for ua. 

AAer aome general diacoarM on divers 
topfoa, I told Mrs. Ceekspur of the bank 
acheme, and of t^ confidence with which 
everybody talked *of the brisk fortune that 
awaited Jndiville. In that manner I scooped 
<mt an opportnnity to say : 

** And, madam* one of the many remark. 
able aigna by which we are assvred to expect 
great things of the place, is in the gentleman 
who is to manage the bank ;** and I launched 
into a jest encomiam on Mr. Herbert^ mani- 
fold virtues and excellent qualities, exhibiting 
as dear and diatinct a description of the man 
as I could by worda make manlfeat to the 
mind ; adding, '* but, maybe, you know him?^ 

•■ No,'* waa her answer ; " not that I am 
aware of. What* s his name ?** 

** Mr. Herbert ;" and I looked askaiice, to 
what effect the name would have. 



A alight effusion of bloom overspread her 
pale countenance, a gentle motion heaved 
her bosom, and she replied : 

" I once knew a gentleman of that name, 
to whom your description would, in many 
particulars, apply. But he has long been 
dead ;" and a slow breathing, something as 
deep biU not so acute as a sigh, came, aa it 
were, from a far-away region of her memory. 

"Mr. Herbert,", said I, "has been many 
years in this country ; and he seems, at times, 
to bear a load upon his heart, aa if he had 
long been a servitor to adversity." 

" Poor ma^/' was her pitiful remark. " It 
waa so with my friend :. a man too lofty in 
hia sentiments for the sordid world ; his worth 
was known to few,** 

V I think it cannot be so said of our Mr. 
Herbert, (I had a purpose in repeating the 
name,) for no one can see him twice without 
acknowledging -a sense of his worth." 

*.*How long did you say it was," inquired 

BlrB^Cockspur, "since he came^to America 7" 

And there was a soft inflection in her voice, 

aa if it had been modulated by a tender re. 

aamhiance ; at the same time a tear oozed 

iMehsi eye. 
«Mt. Herbert tdd me himself about ten 
^; and the occasion of his coming was 
j_i,* escaped drowning ifi a singu- 




She mMmdy azclaimad, with -a Yoice 
thickened by agitation : 

"Drowning! how did it happen 1 6trangel 
such was the fate pf my poor Mr. Herhert** • 

" This gecitleman/' I replied caUnlyi "-was 
at Haatinga— *' 

" Hastings !" said she, m^ fervor ; " can it 
be poesible 1 No : had he 6un^ved,,be would 
have informed me. But it is., an amazing co- 
incidence. ' Living t poor Herbert, thou canst 
not be l'» 

'^ Yes, madam, he does live," said I« desi. 
reus to abridge her anxiety;." and we both 
talk of the same person. He has told me all 
his story, and much of yours/' 

At these words, she laid her hand upon 
mine, and her tears began to flow, bat with 
that temperance which becomes the educated 
feelings of a gentlewoman, and is more aflSsct. 
ing than loquacious lamentation. 

While we were thus tenderly convensi^g, 
I thought that once or twice I had observed 
the twinkling eyes of John Waft peeping^ at 
us from among the leaves of the neighboring 
bushes. It was, however, only for a moment, 
for he sji^dily disappeared. Bat, without 
retiring from the scene, he had come alip- 
pingly behind us, and, just as Mrs. Cockapnr 
laid her .hand on mine, he put his head be* 
tween us, and exclaimed, ehuckling with 
delight : 

•*WiU ye deny noo, Mr. Todd— rwiU ye 
deny noo? HavenH I catched you ia*dbe 
fact r 

Although, of all the manifold inbreakings 
of which that creature had been guilty, there 
was none ao unapropos as this, yet the nppa. 
.rition of his head was so droll, and his wink- 
ings of waggery so comical, that a constraint 
of nature obliged me to laugh, aa I* said in 
rising, '* The cloking hen was never ao far off 
her eggs as ye're, bailie.*' 

" Weel, weel,*' cried he, in a kind of ec- 
stacy — " weel, weel. Oh, Mr. Todd, but that 
was a touching moment ! Oh dear, it made 
my mouth water I But nooj Mr. Todd, were 
not ye long of coming to the. point ! Did na* 
ve hesitate? That was ticklish. What a 
beating at the heart ye must have had, at the 
vibration of the eatiastropbe I Madam, I. wish 
— I declare, she is off, and into the house." 

It was so ; Mrs. Cockspur, at the motnent 
of the. intrusion, rose and went into the house 
without saying a word ; indeed, she could not 
be otherwise than in aWonsternation»J)eing, 
as she was, totally unacquainted with the 
bailie. Hbwever, I was not ill satisfled that 
he was so conglomerated about the true merits 
of the case, even while I saw that for a time 
I should be obliged to endure his satirical in- 
flictions, because it would enable me to serve 
Mr. Herbert without suspicion or molestation. 
The better to carry on. the plot, I took him 
by the arm, and led him toward the house, 
where Miss Volumnia had got her tea-table 
prettily set out. on the green4i ward before the 
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door» be&tioff ^i»> M w w^Bt.iilong, not to 
mention what he had discovered. 

" It's vejy true,*' s«id I, " and I'll not affect. 
to deny it, that ye have seen something ; but, 
although there may be a degree of under- 
standlng.between Mrs. Cockspur and me, yet 
it is by no means either a clear or a settled 
point." ^ 

. '< I saw," replied he, a little seriously, *' that 
ye l^ad your difficultie^i Mr. Tod.d. ^fa a 
tough jc^ to ;woo and win a widow, for 
widows iM:e kittle cattle. But now that ye 
have given me your confidence, it's finger on 
lip with me, Mr. Todd ; but ye must allow 
me to e^dt a wee bit jeerie now and then, 
soitable .to the occasion, for it bodes a dull 
matrimony when the courtship's without a 
comicality." 

By this time we were near Miss Volumnia ; 
and Mrs. Cockspur having retired into the 
faoiise^ I left beauty and t^e bodie, and used 
the freedom to follow her. She was sitting 
in a corner, and her countenance still wore 
the signs of sadness ; but when I told her of 
the miflconceptioa which the bailie feigned, 
she brightened, and coming out to the tea- 
table, invited him, in a most genteel manner, 
to partake. v^ 

This was an honor he. little expected, and* 
it confirmed him in his error ; but the presence 
of Miss Volumnia, as well as being unaccus. 
tomcd to the, elegant mannefs of the ladies, 
perplexed him. ' It was plain he was fidget. 
ting for aif opportunity to throw a javelin both 
at Mrs, t^ockspur aiid me, but he* waa awed 
by her serenity, and deterred by delicacy, lest 
it might disturb the young 1^ dy ; for no ma- 
ture miss approves of her mpther's marrying. 
So he sat between / would and 1 doubt — an 
embarrassed man. 

At this crisis, Mr. Bell, the minister, taking 
his evening walk, passed by at a short die- 
taaQB ; and the bailie, forgetting he was him- 
self bnt a guest, cried oat to him to draw 
near. Miss Valumnii^, also beckoned to him 
to join us. Thus it happened, that in. the 
bustle of making room for his accommoda- 
tion, I had an opportunity of whispering to 
her, that the bailie had taken it into bis head 
her mother and I were about to be married, 
and that I humored his error. I thought this 
requisite to guard her feelings against his 
blethers, and it proved a judicious mancBuyre ; 
for scarcely was the minister seated, when 
the 'lectrifjing bottle begf^i to crackle and 
sparkle in liis old way, saying : 

''Mr. Bell, I would ask you a question 
in theology, concerning second marriages: 
what's your opinion of doings of that nature?" 

The minister looked at me with a smile, 
and then a I Miss Volumnia, who endeavored 
to pat a bridle in the mouth of risibUity, by 
biting her own lips. 

" I think," replied Mr. Bell, « a great deal 
may be said on both sides of the question. 
What's your opinion, Mr* Waft ?" 



" I'm disposed. to take a pracHeal view of 
the subject," was the reply. ** Suppose, for 
example, (I'm only putting the case, Mrs. 
Cockspur, as a suppose, for well I know no- 
body of your breeding would look upon the 
likes of Mr. Todd,) that, if he were to throw 
a sheep's eye at you, and ye had a neb in 
your heart to pick it up, there would be no- 
thing extraordinary in that. ^ Now, Mr.' Bell, 
to the point." 

In turning round quickly to address, the 
minister, his knee struck the leg of the table 
from under the leaf next to him, and the fuU 
cups, which changed to be on it, tuqibled 
with their contents on his legs. Scalded and 
screaming, he instantly fled the scene of con. 
fusion, and we had all a hearty laugh at the 
disaster. ' 

Nor was the accident without its instruc. 
tian to philosopy. Miss Volumnia, though 
in a roundabout manner, was thus made to 
know that people did not think it an impos. 
sible thing for her mother to marry, which 
was the beginning of a preparation for the 
eveiTt, especially as, after the disappearance 
of the bailie, Mr. BeJl and I bad some solid 
discourse, ia the presence of the two ladies, 
concerning second marriages, and marriages 
late in life ; to both of which he expieased 
himself propitious, believing I was wiling him 
into ^e conversation for some intent with 
Mrs. Cockspur, notwithstanding the aasnr- 
ances I had given him to the contrary some 
time before. ' 

CHAPTElR X. 



" Bauffhter «f Jot© I 
Oh, genUy on tbr lappliant's head, 
Dread Goddesi, f&j uy chaBtening hand .'* 

On my return to Babelmandel, I had the. 
grief to find a letter from Mr. Ferret, written 
in a friendly and feeling manner,, concerning 
the conduct of Robin, my son. It could no 
longer be disguised, that the thoughtless lad 
had thrown the bridle on the neck of his 
passions, and was careering in a dangerous 
course. He had formed intimaeies with a 
number of irreverent young men : ** And 
though," eaid Mr. Ferret, " it cannot yet be 
alleged that he actually neglects his business, 
as he is regular in his attcmdanoe in the of* 
fice ; yet it is impossible, after the night has 
been wasted in dissipation, that he can bring 
a clear head in the morning to his duty. 
Moreover, there is reason," continued the 
worthy man, " to suspect that he is falling 
into debt. The amount, as far as I have been 
able to 'learn, is as yet inconsiderable; but 
still, as he has not been able to withstand the 
temptations of this city, I would advise you 
to send for him." He then expressed great 
sorrow for him, praising his nat^ural talents, 
and commending exceedingly hie acquire- 
ments, the fruit of the care and J.adicious tui- 
lion of Mr. Herbert 
. This distressing letter for a tim<^ 4rovtt a|l 
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lighter matters from my miad. I spent the i um^t^, and lie «a.t down at & distance fww me 
watches of the night in anxiety and sorrow, ^ '*- ♦^^ »*-"-*» 



and when I went forth in the morning/everjr 
thing around appeared faded and disconso- 
late. I went through the business of the day 
at die store, but my "mind was absent from 
the work of my hands, and I only made con- 
fusion. Sometimes I thought of going to 
Mr: Bell for apiritnal consolation ; and then I 
reflected how, on a former occasion, he spoke 
with a* severity against youthful follies, to 
which my heart could not accord.. Mr. Hos- 
kins was not a man to talk with, on the sub- 
ject at dll. His notions of dissipation were 
of a coarser kind than religion would allow 
me to tolerate — ^indeed', all his ideas were 
wild and of the wilderness. My only visible 
refuge was in Mr. Herbert^and I sent for him- 
him to condole with^me. 

As we were sitting together on the stoop, 
deliberating on what should be done, I hap. 
pened to say, that if ill befel my firsubom, it 
would bring down my grey heirs with sorrow 
to the grave. 

*« Ah, Mr. Todd," said that wise and good 
man, *Mt is too soon for you yet to talk of 
old age ; and long may you be spared from 
the wng^iiffb which is in the first taste of its 
condition. It is a grief of death, deeper and 
sadder than the sorrow that is £^t for the loss 
of ehiMren." 

" Ybn have not been a parent, Mr. Her- 
bert," was my r^ply. 

*' True, I have not been a parent ; but yet 
I know the reason that is in life and in na- 
ture for the truth of what I say. Our first 
friends are all our seniors ; we never meet 
again with such kind hearts and fond em- 
braces, as those amid which ' our childhood 
. nestled. Our parents, protectors, and pajrotis, 
all who feel for us interestedly, are those who 
knew US in the innocency of childhood : 
contemporaries and schoolfellows may be 
faithful friends, but dieir friendship ' lacks 
the tisndemess * of ihUi of the friends of the 
elder race. Our juniors reigard us as' beings 
of a different sphere. They cannot feel to. 
ward us any of the interest so essential to the 
enjoyment of life. It is when our parents 
and their contemporaries die, and can no 
more be traced on the scene, that we receive 
the first visitation of age. The race that 
looked upon us with indulgence is then no 
more — the world is poorer in the means of 
help -and kindness. There are then none 
who will interfere, merely fVom affection, to 
avert misfbrtune. I have heard you say that 
yoiir father stiU lives. Unless Nature were 
awry, while that is the case, you still have a 
friend. You have not yet reached the wide 
lone moor, over which lies the pilgrimage of 
need^l ege.** 

While we -were thus iiensively ruminating 
aloud to each other, Mr. Hosklns came to. 
ward nS. -Somethii* in his manner Was Bn- 



on the bench. 

« I guess," said he, after being seated somo 
time, ** the Squire ha'if t had no letters from 
York- town this evening." 

** No, none ! None, since Mr. Ferrer's 
epistle.** 

" Well, I have got one from that me Mr. 
Prim1y«" and taking off his hat, in which he 
commonly carried bis Handkerchief, he took 
a letter from under the handkerchief, and 
turning it aside from me, held it out at arm's 
length. I seized it eagerly, and at the B^^tne 
moment the old man rose and walked away. 

There was still light enough to enable tne 
to read the letter, which I saw by the first 
sentence was an answer to some inquiries 
which Mr. Hosklns had, unknown to me, 
made respecting Robin. The tears came in- 
to my eyes at this unbidden and secret ten- 
der-heartedness, and not being able, in con- 
sequence, to read farther, I gave the letter to 
Mr. Herbert, requesting him to cast his eyca 
over it, and let me know the contents. He 
did so, for about as long as one might take to 
count tiiirty, when he idghed, as if his bosom 
i^d been pierced with a cold weapon. 

*' Truly, Mr. Hoskius has a right warm 
heart,** was his observation, as he sorrowfnlly 
refolded the letter, of wlriah he retained pos- 
session, 

" What says it ©rmy boy — ^my erring and 
misguided Kobin T* 

Mr. Herbert made me no .answer foi^'BomiS 
time, and when be did spe^k, it was in a 
broken and troubled voice, the exact purport 
of which I could not distinctly hear. It waa 
a suffocating murmur of the words '* horrible, 
and murder, and death !** 

«* Is he dead V* was my wild inquiry, for 
my throat was so parched with horror that I 
could not articulate without an effort. 

" No, he is not dead,** was the emphatic 

answer. 

"It could not be premeditated," said Mr. 
Herbert, thoughtfully. «* It was not in the poor 
boy's nature to have imagined such a crime.'* 

•'Crime! Oh, trifle not with me. Is he 
accused of any crime ?** 

«* Yes ; and of murder !'* In littering these 
hideous words, Mr. Herbert, for the space of 
a minute, became so agitated that he could 
not proceed. 

♦* Yes, poor boy! he fell into a quarrel with 
some of his companfdhs ; a duel was (he con> 
sequence, and his adversely was left for dead^ 
on the field. Robin and his second have fled. ' 
It is supposed they have gone to England in 
a ship which sailed that morning.'* 

" Oh, Rebecca, he was thy son ! He could 
not have committed murder!*' was the 6iat 
utterance I could give to the earthquake in 
my heart. I was then enabled to add, ** I 
think he has not fled to England } I have ever 
been a kind father. Oh, pennyleSs in Eng- 
land I His dootn is sealed." 
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Mi. Hei^tt». with manir: gentle remon. 
Birances, endeavored io assuage the violent 
grief which now overwheJmed me ; but his 
endeavors were for a long time unavailing ; 
nor was it until, in reply to my lepiniug, he 
reminded me how often I said evil was, in 
my life, the forecoming shadow of good, that 
I became in some degree calm. 

We then consulted on what should be done. 
As the port to which the vessel was destined 
was of course known at New. York, Mr. Her- 
bert proposed that a letter should be written, 
by the first ship for England, to some person, 
to look after the fugitive on his arrival ; but 
there was only my sged father whom I could 
address, and he was old, and ill able to en- 
dure the fatigue of any journey or agitation. 

" I once had many associates," said Mr. 
Herbert. " We shall, to-morrow morning, 
ascertain from the Cockspura who among 
them are still alive, and I will write to some 
of them, though my letters will be as from the 
grave/* 

It is thus that Providence ever mitigates the 
east wind pf adversity. Had the tidings of 
that night come a week sooner, how much 
keener would have been the blast ; for then 
Mr. Herbert would not have thought of writ, 
ing to any one in England — ^but now he could 
do so without repugnance, and speak of his 
own msuscitated condition and prospects. 
When I look back on my intercourse with 
that excellent man, and -step by step retrace 
the course of our connection, from the day 
when I saw him first caressing his little dog 
in the solitude of the fore^l, I am bound to 
say, had our acquaintance ended with the 
interest he took in my unfortunate son, that 
he was an appointed instrument to bring about 
some of the most extraordinary events in my 
destiny. 

CHAPTER XI. 
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Afl drmtmi aro tnade oC and their little life 
!■ rounded by a ileep." 

At an early hour next morning, Mr. Her- 
bert came to see me and found me very ill — 
ray anxieties had brought on a fit of the ague. 
I had passed the night in dismal dreams: 
sleep I had none : the spell of an incantation 
was upon me : my bed was surronrfded with 
auguries and omens, and I beheld dreadful 
apparitions flashing athwart the gloom. 

My intention was to ha^e gone with him 
to Judiville, to ascertain from the Cockspurs 
which of his old associates were yet Iiving*to 
whom he could write on behalf of my son ; 
but the residue of the ague-fit was still upon 
me, and I could not quit the blankets, so that 
he was obliged to go alone. 

In the course of the afternoon, having en- 
joyed some refreshing sleep, I rose, anxiously 
looking for Mr. Herbert, but he did not return 
till it was almost sunset. His mission was, 
hQW9T«r wtisfactory, lie fQ\iad that mwjr pf 



his oldest and most intimate acquaintancea 
were still living, and he wrote to several of 
them from Judiville, that a post should hot be 
lost. 

Although it could not be said that this at. 
tentive kindness made any difference in my 
situation, it yet, In some measure, relieved my 
mind — ^if that can be accounted relief which 
merely provided that the fugitive, in the event 
of his reaching England, should not find him- 
self utterly destitute. 

By the next post I wrote to my father. It 
was a heart-breaking thing to address that 
pious old man on such a subject, and to en- 
treat him to receive with compassionate af- 
fection, if ever the rash lad reached his dweL 
ling, one who was stained with blood. It is 
true, we had not heard that the victim of the 
duel was dead ; but the hopes of his recovery 
were slender, and I prepared my mind for the 
worst. Alas! that the felicity of parents 
should so often be limited to the childhood of 
their children I 

It was on this occasion that I first began to 
reflect seriously on the pain I had given to my 
kind father, when, intoxicated with the de- 
mocratic vapors of the French Revolution, I 
was art and part in those projects of perfecti- 
bility, which brought me, and so many of my 
young companions, under the tawse of the 
Lord Advocate. I discerned then the truth 
of whftt Mr. Herbert had observed on the dif- 
ference of feeling between the regard which 
the young entertain for their seniors, and the 
tender affection of the old for those whom 
they have seen growing up from meny school- 
boys into sober-visagod men ; and the thought 
of my own recklessness made me sufler the 
heartburn of remorse. Strange ! that I should 
have lived, insensible to the grief I had in-, 
flicted on niy father, until the errors of my 
own son made me feel the sting. 

I was in no heart to talk to Mr. Herbert of 
the reception he had met with from the Cock- 
spurs, paiticularly of his meeting with the 
lady ; nor, indeed, though I bad been in a 
gayer mood, would the time, so immediately 
after it, have been fitting for jocularity ; but I 
requested him to spare me half an hour at his 
earliest convenience to consider of his own 
affairs. "It is a duty I owe, you, Mr. Her- 
bert, for your friendship in the misfortune that 
has befallen me.** He made no reply, but 
pressed ray hand, as he said " Good night,'* 
and shook his head thoughtfully. 

In the mean time, the story of the duel had 
spread through the-settlelnent, and I was, dur- 
ing the greater part of the day, in dread of a 
trympathising visit from John Waft ; but he 
was not without delicacy, when a solemn oc- 
casion called for it. He knew that I was apt 
to fash at him, and he discreetly kept out of 
my way. 

In the afternoon Mr. BcU came from Judi- 
ville, and I would have been as well content 
hni ho not. ThQ ^luaterity with which, on « 
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farmer occasion, be tpoke of the fiiults of in- 
experience, I had not foi^otten ; nor the stem. 
neae of his MotimeDts respecting the errrors 
of youDg men. Moreover, I had rejected liis 
advice, and taken a more lenient course. I 
was therefore afraid at his appearance, lest he 
ahoaid chide me, and my heart was too sore 
to bear rough handling. But he came in the 
Samaritan spirit of consolation, and his holy 
admonitions pacified my wildest apprehen- 
hensions. Still, I must confess that nature 
continued strong, for when he retired I was 
far from being resigned, and more than once 
dared to question the rectitude of Providence, 
not in afflicting me, but in allowing my cal> 
low young to fall so easy into the fowIer*s 
•Dare. At last I endeavored to master these 
irreverent murmurs, and to stifle an impiety 
that was worse than the folly of the fool's 
foolishness. In the struggle. Divine hope 
came to my assistance. .^ 

Soon after the departure of the minister, I 
found myself so weary in mind and body, that, 
.upon the advice of Mrs. Hoskins, I went to 
bed, and a happy sleep was shed upon my 
pillow. In the morning I was more myself 
again ; and, to the surprise of Mr. Herbert, 
when he came to inquire for me, he learned 
I had gone to the store ; where, as I have been 
always of opinion that earnest employment is 
the best mandragora for an aching heart, he 
found me busy with Charles, taking an inven- 
tory of the goods, preparatory to our removal 
to Jttdiville. 

Instead of renewing the melancholy con- 
versation, broken by his departure the pre- 
ceding evening, I began immediately to speak 
of hie own case ; remarking, that I hoped he 
had met with nothing to disappoint him, but 
I did not like that head-shaking with whieh 
he had left me. 

" I have not yet seen Mrs. Cockspur,'* was 
his reply. " I was not sufficiently prepared to 
meet her, so I made my business to be with 
the young men ; and I cannot but say that 
their altered appearance darkened my hopes — 
it made me feel as if there were dotage in 
linking of marriage with the mother o£ men. 
I did not make myself known to them for 
some time, nor did they recognise me. Brad- 
shaw, the youngest, at first looked at me 
sharply ; and, as we walked along, speaking 
of the settlement, he stepped a pace or two 
on before, and then, suddenly turning round, 
eyed nae eagerly ; evidently showing he was 
beginning either to i^coUecl something of me,- 
or somebody he thought I resoml^ed. I hope 
you will not look upon this litde comedy as 
,9ny proof of slackness in my errand. 

" Having gradually led the two gentlemen 
.to some distance, I b^^n to inquire about 
my old friend Mr. Groves. The moment I 
uttered his name, Bradshaw, with a slight 
^""acclamation, almost a shout, discovered me ; 
Oliver stood still, and after ateadily looking 
aime, said, <<ls it poiteible?" Then they 



both shook me bMrtily by th« hand.; bm I 
noticed immediately after that fhey exchanged 
looks; and without returning towards their 
mother^ house, as I had expected, they 
walked onward in the direction I had taken 
them. 

" To my questions they gave satisfactory 
answers, some of them in the highest degree 
agreeable ; and they also particularly Inquired 
about my own adventures, by whieh I was 
convinced their mother.had not disclosed to 
them the news she had received from you. It 
is this that makes me doubtful to renew my 
acquaintance with her, while I Cannot doubt 
that the young men would bo equally averse 
to see it attempted. Their behaviour, both 
at the recognition and when we separated, 
was in accordance with this : they neither 
asked me to go back with them to see their 
mother, nor, when we parted, did they ex- 
press any wish to see me again." 

**. Now, mind," said I ; " yon and they have 
not been so miraculously brought into reunion 
here in the woods of America by accident ; 
we shall' see by and by what nndivulged pur- 
pose is to be served by it." 

*' You are mighty confident in the results 
of the Providentialdrama," replied Mr. Her- 
bert; "but in the progress of my life I have 
not been so observant of the indices of events : 
not that I have been altogether unoBlervant, 
for I have at times felt myself dra^ or driven 
along a course from which by no voluntary 
eflbrt could I deviate.** 

" Ah !'* said I : " you light-speaking men of 
great cities may'nfTect to be insensible to the 
evidences of a special Providence ; but, Mr. 
Herbert, you-^a man of your intelligence— 
cannot have lived so long, nor have seen so 
much of human life and of human nature, 
without having noticed that there are times, 
and men, and places, and things, that have a 
mysterious connection with good or evil in 
your destiny. The ignorant talk of lucky 
and unlucky days ; of blighting eyes, and ot 
plain 'soles; of spots haunted and uncanny, 
and of sounds and sights of dreadful or of 
encouraging prognostication. Your philoso- 
pher afiects to give no credence to such creeds, 
because they touch not upon specialities ; bat 
who is he. that hath not to himself acknowl. 
edged, that on such a day my bad angel often 
has the ascendency ; that I hate to meet with 
such a man, the^ight of him is never to me 
the forerunner of any good ; that I have nev- 
er been at such a place without soon "after 
having cause for sorrow; and that when I 
dream of such and such phantasies, or feel 
particular influences in the atmosphere, I may 
prepare, as it were, for some new turn in the 
wheel of fortune, or advent of a^vemty t 
No, Mr. Herbert, there is surely a secret tie 
between your earthly lot and mine, though to 
what end is still a problem in both our Hves. 
I redde you, therefore, to read more in the 
book •f daUy accidents^ and yoU Will less 
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•■(Mm the power and wikdom pi man, and 
nayba diaoovev that chance ia but a coniing 
roiMid of sonio qolish in the wheel that changes 
the pattenu in the webs of the power-looms 
of Providence. It was a lucky day, and Babel. 
inaodel a happy place, when we first • met. 
Man! I am the agent of yoor good angel.'' 
Uln this sort of nqratical . naniier I essayed 
to revive his coafideaco in his destiny. 

CHAPTER Xir.' 
" The enrsed carle wai at his woht«d trade.** 

DuRiNO several days, I so much engaged 
myself with the bosineaa of the store, taking 
an inventory of the goods, laying aside such 
as were to be left for John Waft, and packing 
up those to be removed to the new establish- 
aient at Judivilie, that my mind became in 
■ome degree estranged from grief. 

Indeedi it is proper to note here, that, al. 
though at the time the anguish of my heart 
was very intense, 1 cannot now recall, on 
many points, such distant recollections as to 
joBtify me in sttempting a narrative so « par- 
ticular as the one I had originally intended to 
make. This is partly, no doubt, owing to the 
circumstance of writing it after the issue of 
events had determined dieir true nature} when 
things which, in their prospective estimate* 
■•eraed gloomy and disheartening, . have 
Iffoved happy in their, consummation. 

How can one who is esteepied fortunate, 
look baek on the vicisaitadss of fortune which 
he may have experienced* with the emotions 
he felt when the eclipse was passing over the 
son 7 This consideration should excuse to 
the oourteoBs reader any delect in feeling or 
ioeonsiatency which may seem to mar the 
^x>priety of my story. I am like the sailor, 
with can in haod» describing the perils of his 
voyages, and the dark nights of danger be has 
passed on unknown shores. I think lightly 
now of accidents whieh, at the time of their 
coming to pass, bruised my heart; and I see 
cause almost for laughter in disasters which, 
when beheld in their aspect, threatened terri- 
ble things. 

I well recollect an accident that fell out at 
the period of which I am treating ; it then 
gare me a deal of vexation, but it can no 
longer be thought of with gravity. 

On one of ti^ose days when I was busy in 
'tiie store, arranging eVery thing for the flitting 
to 5udiviUe, like a man of business and an 
honest man, my evil genids, John Waft, came 
.to see me. It was Ids first visit after I had 
received the calamitous news of my son ; and 
I but do him justice when I repeat that for 
acme time his .-'^mduct was pleasant and Chris- 
tian. He spoke with a true presbyterian sin* 
cecity concerning the lot of man, who is bom 
to tronbletf aa the sparks fly upward, and 
whoae best aetivilyo*^hii toil and moil in the 
servitude of the worid— -ia as the crackling of 
liiom nndarn pot 



• But after a season, seeing what I was about, 
his discouse changed to more temporal topics, 
and he asked me which lot of the goods was 
destined for him. I pointed out two, at tho 
sight of which he expressed himself wellcon^ 
tent, and he was evidently proud with the 
thought of being the master of such caigoes. 
This was in the generality. By and by, while 
I was occupied with other matters, he began 
to examine the articles, one^by one, in a very 
scrutinizing manner — which, considering the 
bargain he had gotten, and the way he over- 
reached me in it, might as well have been 
spared. 

For some time, however, he met with noth- 
ing to which he oonld oli^ect, for iV' had so 
happened that the best things were uppermoel« 
How that chanced, is imposaiUe for me to 
tell ;. but it was a curious thing, and I haw 
nothing but my cfaaraeter to set against the 
suspicion to which the bodie gave^ent Vhen 
he dipped deeper into the heap. 

The first thing he found whieh had met 
with a misfortune, was ajK»t.metal spider that 
had moat unaecountably broken its leg. He 
lifted it up, and brought it towards me in bis 
hand, and in his usual mineing and simpering 
way, said— 

" Mr. Todd, I would just, if ye'U spare a 
minute, beg yon to look at this crippled <k)«n 
modity." 

I turned round, and on seeing what was in 
his hand, cried, '^ Dear me I that's dreadful i 
how could such, an accident happen ? surely 
ye cannot think I observed it when it was set 
aside for you, Atr. Waft.'* , 

** Oh no, oh no," was his r^ly ; " 1*11 never 
impute such a malefaction to you, Mr. Todd* 
IfB an accidence, and I fancy I'll have to put 
up wi't.'* 

So he carried it back ; but instead of repla- 
cing it in the heap, he set it down by itself 
apart, and, rummaging fur more infirmities, 
laid his hands on a kail<pot that had lost a 
foot ; he raised it up in both hands, and jcame 
round with it also to me. I saw by a blink 
of my eye that he was coming ; but I turned 
aside, for it was manifest he was going to be 
overly troublesome. 

" Mr. Todd,'» said he again—" Mr. Todd, 
I wish ye would look at this: here's a pot 
that has lost a foot, and, where the foot has 
been, there is a hole.'* 

** I can't help it : ye have it as I had it — I 
as little broke ofl* the pot* s foot, as the spider's 
leg," was my tart answer. But he was not to 
be so daunted, for he replied— 

*<Oh, Ut. Todd, I would never impute the 
like of such a fdly to you.^ I ne'er ceuld 
think that ye would sit down on the ground* 
and take spiders and pots on your lap, and 
knap off their legs and feet with a stone or a 
hanuner. No; I have a better opinion of 
your nnderstanding." 

So he carried the pot back, and placed it 
the invalid epider. Pfesenttyhefoani 
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Ih the heap a tiJQ teakettle, the spout of which 
was, bf chance, become loose ; I eaw htm 
shake it, and I heard it jingle ; at the same 
time he gave a sniggering, oat.of.lemper 
taogh, and cried across the store to me — 

« I have the number of the Graces, and the 
thiid is a stroopless kettle ;" so he tossed it 
fiom him towards the other three lamiters, 
with more bir than there was any need for, 
by wliich the spout was broken off. 

** Let alone my goods, and not handle them 
in that manner," exclaimed I, for my corrup- 
tion was rising : *< see, ye have broken the 
spout off that kettle." 

^ It wss loose before, and ueeless," replied 

< <« You're useless," cried I ;" and I am not 
going to let you pick and <dioose in that way ; 
you shall have a fair assortment of the goods 
in the store ; one for one, of every article I 
' brought irom Mr. Nackets?, according to your 
black bargain." 

From leas to more, we €ame to high words, 
and he insisted on having eveiy article in a 
sound and merchantable condition. That I 
declared he should not have ; and after many 
more words than were likely to solder our dif- 
lerence, we agreed in the end to leave the 
matter to the arbitration of Mr. Herbert ; for 
I insisted that, as nothing was said in the bat- 
gain about the quality and condition of the 
goods, he was bound to take his fair proportion- 
al share of the damaged articles. 
• Accordingly, we adjourned to Mr. Herbert's 
school, and finding it was the play-hour, and 
him alone, we stated our case, and got a quick 
a^udication. Having considered all the par- 
ticulars, and made some very judicious stric- 
tures on the manner in which the bailie took 
me in at the firet, he finally decided that justice 
would be satisfied by not obliging him to take 
more than bis fair share of all kinds of the 
goods, whether entire or damaged. 
t^Frem Mr. Herbert's tribunal we returned to 



the store, and jointly made a thotougti e«atni^ 
nation of every thing; the result of wfaiefar 
proved very vexations to me ; for it so hap. 
pened, when we had finished the ecrntiiiy of 
the lots set apart for ihebailie*s share, the ob- 
jectionables were rather more numeroos tiuui, 
according to the verdict, they ought to have 
been ; and ^e wotfet was, diat I could aoi eon* 
vince him it was owing, somehewi to an aecs- 
dent. 

That piece of business was the h^t I had 
occasion to transact in Babelmandel ; for, hav- 
ing finished the inventory, and packed all ap 
for removal, I went to Judiville, to prepare tho 
house for the reception of myfomily, and th« 
store for the goods. I could not, however^ 
foially retire from the village without regret.r 
From die time of my arrival there, all worldly 
things had prospered with me exceedingly. I 
arrived a poor man, wi& not more tium three 
hundred dollars, the residue of Mr. Hoskins'a 
generous gift ; — ^I was quitting it a rich one, 
with a great and growing substance in proa* 
pect. The prices at which I was selling the 
last4of my speculations were doubled ; and 
the extraordinary progress of Judiville was, I 
may say, daily raising the value of the reeer. 
vation in the vieioity of that town. The 
store had proved a source of profit far beyond 
hope ; and the banking company, though the 
arrangemeafs were not quite complete) prom- 
ised, as Mr. Hoekins said, to be a Queen of 
Sheba to us all. 

But amid so much prosperity I had not 
been without a taste both' of grief and of 
anxiety. My sweet infant, the innocent and 
tender namesake of Rebecca, had there hul- 
lowed the ground to my remembmnce : my 
family had also suffered a toss in their oalm 
and industrious mother, which no change of 
earthly fortune could restore ; 'and I had there 
been first taught to weep the salt tears of pa. 
rental affliction for the errors of a beloved 
son, who, until he left the place, had never 
given me any cause for sorrow. 



PART VI. 



CHAPTER I. 
** Things wei&r & visage w^ch I thiak to liks pot.** 

It was a sunny morning, early in October, 
ivhen I sent off from Babelmandel Mrs. Hos. 
kins and my two daughters in a wagon to 
Judiville, under tiie care of my son Charles: 
the old gentleman was already there. The 
woods were then in all their autumnal glory ; 
the golden sycamore and the flaming maple 
illuminated the forest, and a surpassing splen- 
dor shone all around from the kindling boughs. 
It Ja not in the boondless bowera of Amerioi 



that the moralist can preach frotn the teit of 
the fading leaf. 

I forget, at this distaDce of time, the cause 
which prevented me from accompanying my 
family in the morning. I believe it was some 
matter concerning i£s bank, by which I was 
deuined with Mr. Herbert, or perhsjift aama* 
thiUg in his own affair : I o^y recc^eet it 
was late in the twilight before I reaelied our 
new home, and that he had nceompanied me 
the greater part of the- way; for we fell in 
together with Mr. Bradshaw Gockspur. 

After dry salatatioiia hud paated between 
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And tbe ymmg gendeauui waUrad 'with me to 
-ihoiownk 

I thottffht thift tigood oportumty to adwrt 
lo the ptvno^ story of his mother and Mr. 
Herberi, for I had set my imnd on seeing 
them muiied : and aeooidingly» as wfrsanh. 
•tered leisurely along in the coot of die even- 
ingi I hegan to speak ai my friend, to com- 
mend his many exQpUent qaallties, u|d to ex. 
press my hope that the close of his varied life 
nigbi yet" be in comfurt. 

To my comsMndations, Mr. Bradshaw ao* 
jknowledged his assent ; but there was a visi- 
ble restraiAt upon faim^ and when I had wked 
round the conversation to the events by which 
the marriage was iraatrated, he expressed 
with some warmth his aads&otiQn that it had 
.been broken off. 

** Not that we had any objection," said he, 
'* to Mr. Herbert personally : for, indeed, as 
you say, where is a more excellent, and, in 
many respects, a more able man to be ^und? 
but we disliked the idea of a siecond mar. 
iiag$ at the advanced period of .my mother's 
life ; besides, it seemed to be hazarding a 
repetition of the mortifications we had suffer- 
ed in my father's time, and which could only 
be attributed to the disparity of his binh, as 
compared to the descent of our family.'^ 

I smiled at the young man as he made this 
latter observation, and rei»arked, " that it 
seemed to me oidd he should speak of his 
mether's aide o( the house, as being the fami. 
ly to which he belonged," adding with a 
laugh, " I guess, Mr. Bradshaw, your fiither 
had a iather wiUi ancestors as well as Mr. 
Devereux." 

He seemed to blush a little at this insinua- 
tion, so I pushed home my advantage. 

** Your family," said I, ** have come to diis 
country according to a pre-arranged plan of 
your father. Your property in England has 
been sold, and you are now planted in Ameri- 
ca — I hope to take root and flourish. But, 
Mr. Bradshaw,. you will neither find comfort 
nor increase here,, unless you confcnrm, not 
only to the customs of those among whom 
yoipr lot has been caet, but to their opinions 
and ways of thinking. The people on this 
pii^e of the Atlantic have no anoealors ; it is 
not more than two hundred years, since the 
Adam and Eve of this worid were foaned 
out of the watera of the aea in the hoUow of 
a ^p." 

" In family concerns, Mr. Todd," said the 
young man, interrupting me a little too brisk- 
ly, <* the advice of strangers is often. best 
m>ared nntil solicited." 

(' No doubt,'' repliftd I) pretending not to 
hfve felt his short remark ; '* bat a traveller 
on an unknown road is none the worse of a 
hint as to the course he should take. You 
will be much mistaken if you expect to find 
America like England^ and still more if yon 
think it may be made ao. I have neon many 



self-coneaitad ftmigraata» who kaa^ned it 
might : not being able at home to make F^irg x 
land like America, they come here, and their 
first work is to make America like England. 
It is wonderful how much this is the ease 
with the reforming gentry." 

** But we are of no political sect/' said Mi'. 
Bradshaw ; ** we have come with no other in* 
tention than to live as happily as we ean, and 
to pursue a comae for ouiwlves, that may 
enable us to preserve the same relative posi- 
tion in society we had a rigbt to at home.'^ .d 

My facetious answer was, ** I now perceive 
you have come here to b^ ancestors. That 
may do very well with your young folk ; but 
your leddy.mother's days for that trade are 
pretty well over." 

He was apparently not pleased with this 
retort ; but as I owed him one for his short- 
ness about family concerns, I continued : 

" And to be as plain with you, Mr. Brad- 
shaw, as I am pleasant, this is not an afiiur in 
which dutiful children would interfere; in* 
deed, no discreet child, be it son or daughter, 
would ever think of meddling with a pareat^ 
marriage." 

** I think difierently," was his dogged reply. 

I was really dumb«foundered at this unsa- 
vory answer, and for lack of better, said: 
'' What you think now, and what your mother 
thought when you were clecket, are two very 
different things. But, Mr.Bradshaiw, if yon 
and your brother will listen to the advice of a 
welUwisher to your family* ye*ll let your 
mother please herself. T doubt not she has 
as many reasonable objections to a marriage 
in her old days, as her children can have ; 
and she 's a leddy of such good sense, and so 
correct a judgment* that she well may be left 
to the prudence of her own will." 

" A marriage in old age ! — 't is ridiculous ! 
*t is almost a shame," cried he. 

** Hoot toot ! hoot toot ! Mr. Bradshaw," 
said I, *' that 's no' a way to talk of solemni- 
ties ordained in heaven. Ye seem to thin^L 
that there can be no marriage without a 
dance : if it were so, then I agree it would be 
very ridiculous to see ybur leddy-mother and 
Mr. Herbert, the one fifty-nine and the other 
three-score, whisking noDind and round the 
room to a twcsome reel ; but I can assuie 
you no such galloping is at all indispensable. 
They have only to be joined in one ; and after 
a sober tea^rinl^ng, befitting their time qf 
life« to take a glass oi wine, and — «** 

*' A glass of devils !" exclaimed the young 
gentleman, in a contumaoious manner, and 
walked hastily forward some twen^ or thirty 
paces. Then he suddenly turned and came 
back towards me, with a glowing fiice, and 
eyes that might have kindbd candles. 8ee-» 
ing him coming, I thought to myself, now 
that I am on the wall.top, it 's just as weU to 
venture the leap. 

** Mr. Todd," Mid he, as bold M ft 
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«( ]|fr. TodU, I forbia yos t& iitofete in ihit 

«ffiun of ova ftmily." 

"Show your authority, Mr. Bradshaw/ 
was my calm and juridical reply. 
I He stood still, as if the lightning had smote 
him ; he looked at me like a storm, and I 
looked at him with a smiting visage, like a 
summer morning* He turned upon his heel, 
and stately strode away. He had not, how- 
ever, walked many yards, when I called him 
hack. 

^Hooly, hooly, Mr. Bradshaw," cried I, 
" ye need not make a tempest of yourself ; 
for if there be such objections to Mr. Herbert, 
inaybe I 'm no so ill pleased to hear o't as 
ye fancy — ^maybe I have just been sounding 
you r» 

He sgain stood still, and looked at me with 
an aMonished and inquisitive eye for some 
time; then I perceived the angry crimson 
fading from his cheek, and a smile beginning 
to mantle and dimple, as he said : ' 

** Well ! yon are a droll character : but, 
Mr. Todd, you really ought not to play so 
cruelly with one's feelings." 

'*Let by.^fanes be by-ganes, Mr. Brad- 
shaw ;" and with these words I held out my 
Ihand to him, which he cordially a^rcepted. 
i then put on a grave and kind face, and took 
him by the arm, as 1 added, " I would now 
put a serious question ; seeing you are so de- 
leraiined against Mr. Herbert, what would be 
your sentiments, were another to offer? — sup- 
^Kwemel" 

He flung from me like a whirlwind, and 
uttering not a word, hastened home as quickly 
•B his legs could carry him. I certainly did 
intend to surprise him, at the same time I ex- 
pected he would have seen through the joke ; 
so, being rather vexed by his abrupt departure, 
I walked on to the town, not in the besfof all 
bumors with myself. I had clearly made no 
progress toward the object in view; and 
parting in the manner we did, had perhaps 
rendered the chance of suecess to Mr. Her- 
bert less probable. Bat, verily we know not 
what wc do ; for I could not have been more 
wisely directed, as will be seen in the sequel, 
than in using that suggestion, though it was 
done with a light mind. 

Mr. Bradshaw, dh reaching home, hhd, it 
ttppeared, summoned a council, consisting of 
'his brother and slater, to whom he related all 
that had passed between us. What they 
^▼erally thought of Mr. Herbert's renewed 
pretentions, of course t never heard ; but it 
would seem that the idea of me offering my- 
self in sincerity to their mother, concentrated 
all their indignation into one focus, and I was 
-destined to be donsumed. They went in a 
' 'body their mother, as she herself afterwards 
, -told me, and being come before her, Brad. 
flbaw, who was spokesman on the occasion, 
^addrvesed her at great length, not only against 
the indecorum of second marriages in general, 
HMii a mfttribge witb nie in particular^ Qhe 



BKw thty #ite oate ^^MMtmi^MkiA^ cl- 
lowedihemtofemaiiitDit; iwy» bateg •one. 
what diverted with the vehemence of thelt 
manifold objections to m^, she even tAyty eru 
couraged them to imagine there was acme 
sort of matrimonial tendency betwaea us: 
but Aey interpreted her equivoeaiifiM, aa aha 
intended they should, nntit &ey grew wild to 
see her miad so eeeiaingly made up t4> aoeept 
of my Ymd. 

The wTair did not end with this seenou 
The remonstrators retired; and, at another 
sitting, appointed Miss Volomiiia tasee my 
daughters on the subject, and to urge them 
to attack me ; while Mr. Bradsha^, who wato 
the leader of the war, andartoc^ to bring my 
son Charles into their alKance. The declam. 
tion of hoatilities was, however, suspended, 
in consequence of an occureace, -which wiQ 
be related -In the next chapter. 



CH^TER IL 
" We*U bttfld it ^p of th« tyeamote^tiee.'* 

The house at Judiville, into which I had 
BOW moved my family, was a very handsome 
building. It was not -then so laige as it is 
now, the two wings having been added in the 
course of the year after. The store below 
was also noble and capacious, and the waie- 
hbnses behind had not their match then in 
all the Genesee aountry. The whole premises 
have, no doubt, been long since surpassed in 
appearance by many other ediiical structures ; 
but there has not yet been any building 
erected in Jndiville, which, for convenien- 
cies within, and a judicious ntuation, can 
compare with the premises of Hoskins and 
Todd. 

The progress of the town has been very 
wonderful. In less than five years from the 
date of " The festivaul,'* it contained upward 
of two thousand seven hundred inhabitants ; 
and at this present writing, the population 
exceeds ten thousand souls. Mr. Hoskins is 
one of the richest men in many counties ; and 
when the instalments -are paid up oa my 
twenty thousand acres, which were all set. 
tied for in five years, I shall have no caase 
to grumble at the reward vouchsafed for my 
courage in that speculation. But let me not 
brag. 

•At the era of my arrival for a permanent 
purpose at Judiville, though -the World was 
then, as it has ever since been, blithe toward 
me, there was a -worm ih my heart— the mis- 
conduct of my iirst-bom, which neither riches 
nor -honors could appease. 

The post, on the day after my arrival, 
brought letters from New. York, which, to a 
certain extent, were salutary to my sprits. 
They informed us, that the young man, who 
had fallen in the duel, had been pronounced 
out of danger, and that it had been ascer- 
4ained nay son's companion had' not staled 
jn the ship for £ngiandy he havifig been $9tn 
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in Bftltimore, wkicsh afibrd«d juit reason to 
think th«t Robin i^so had not quitted Ame. 
kica. It may, therefore, be said that I took 
up my abode at Jadiville under favorable 
4iia{iic«B, though my anxieties for the nnfor- 
tunate and ill-guided lad were still very 
sharp, and filled my uneasy pillow with 
thorns. 

In this state of suspense matters continued 
for some time ; at last, the newspapers hay. 
ing spread far and wide that the duel was not 
Aktal, ny son's companion returned to his 
friends in New- York, and through him we 
learned ^at, although Robin had not sailed 
for England in the ship at first supposed, he 
had« nevertheless, taken his passage in an- 
other, bound for Greenock, in Scotland, with 
the intent of going to my father. 
• There was- both comfort and vexation in 
the news ; comfort that he was heard of at 
ail, and had taken the direction to Benny, 
tewn; vexation that he shoQld have so cast 
faimsdf upon tiie world, friendless and penny- 
lees, and haunted with horror for the deed it 
was believed he had den0. 

Under the persuasion that he would reach 
his grandfather in safety, I thought it my 
duty to reflect seriously on the means of 
turning the accident to the poor lad's advan- 
lage : accordingly, after a great deal of cogi- 
tation, I came to the resolution to let him at. 
lend the useful classes in the Edinburgh Col- 
Jbge for the winter ; and to that effect I wrote 
to my father, and sent hira, by means of Mr. 
'Primly, a bill of exohasge for a hundred 
pounds sterling ; a sum that I thought would 
make the old man goggle. I wrote, also, at 
the same time, to Robin ; and as the young 
man whom he had left for dead on the field 
was then well and hearty, I need not say 
that on this occasion, the rod was not spared.* 

Having said so much concerning my do- 
anestie tribulations, I shall now return to the 
general stream of my story ; but, before enter- 
ing on it at the' point where I left off, it is 
meet and fit I should acquaint the courteous 
yeader with a great work then in hand, of 
which I take pride to tnyself for having been 
iKe driginator. 

It will be recollected, that a considerable 
time ago I mentioned, in an incidental man- 
ner, something of the company by whom the 
first milk at Judiville v.-ere erected. The 
- leading partner was .a countryman of mine', 
a most worthy Scotchman, who had been 
bred a millwright at the Brig-o'-Johnstone, 
in Renfewahire, in the expectation of going 
out to an uncle, who was an ovenBeer of a 
sngar.estate in the island of Grenada. But 
Mr. Sample, as he was called, however, grew 
to have a* heart-hatred of slavery ; and when 
he was done with his time ai an apprentice, 
he resolved to have nothing to say to the 
West Indies ; so, being like myself, in thi 
way of yduthful indiscretion, a lltde addicted 
to the reforming of parliamtat-^fof tiw foUii 



about the Brig^o'-Johnstone^ KUbarefaan, and 
LocLanogh are great reformers— he came to 
America, where, by industry and good con- 
duct he made, in the course of a few years, 
some money. 

Mr. Semple and I, one Sabbath, after hear- 
Ing a capital discourse from Mr. Bell, were 
taking a stroll together along the skirts of 
the wood, and from one thing to another, we 
began to converse about the old country, and 
how pleasant it was io see a steeple.top glit. 
tering above the trees on a fine evening, and 
to hear the far-off kirk, bell ringing shrilly in 
the lawn of a Sunday morning. This led us 
to think, that the time could not be distant, 
when it would be necessary to build a church, 
and a steeple with bells in it, at Judiville ; 
and from less to more, it was that very night 
resolved between us that we should set 
about the business without delay. 

To build a church in the wilderness-«as in 
a sense the town still wss— -some might have 
thought a bold undertaking ; but we set war- 
ily about it : we first raised as liberal a vol. 
untary subscription as we could — and it was 
pleasant to see how religiously the settlers 
were inclined — ^for the amount exceeded our 
most sanguine expectations ; we then opened 
another paper for shares, which, as the seats 
were to be let, and the town was daily in. 
creasing, was soon filled up; and Hoskins 
and Todd were appointed the treasurers. 

Mr. Bradshaw Cockspur, whom I have al.. 
ready spoken of as having a genius for arphi- 
tecture, drew the pl^, under the directions 
of Mr. Semple, from a description which he 
gave him of a new church at Greenock, one 
of the finest buildings in Christendom ; at 
least, so said Mr. Semple, and he but repeated 
the opinion of all the inhabitants of Green, 
ock, the most enlightened community in the 
west of Scotland, scarcely excepting even 
that of Port Glasgow — so justly, for its taste 
in the fine arts, denominated the Florence of 
the West. The plan, however, when it was 
completed, was, according to Mr. Semple, 
superior even to the Greenock basilica i inas- 
much as the portico had six Corinthian pil- 
lars, and the steeple was a story higher, 
which, he said, was just what the .Greenock 
one is short of perfection. 

The building of this grand structure was in 
due season commenced ; and as I was the 
acting treasurer, and likely fb have a great 
deal of trouble in consequence, Mr. Semple 
stipulated with the contractors that they 
should tske their nails (it was a wooden 
church,) and glass, and other hardware, from 
Messrs. Hoskins and Todd*s store ; for which 
compliment I could do no less than make a 
point that the planks and timber should be 
had from the Judiville Mill Company, of 
which Mr. Semple was the principle parmer. 
It was a profitaUe, but not a fortune^ makinir 
job to both ^ us. 

Tbft chttrchi by the time of mf rer 
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■wt «*r» t^t^-z^^zr i: 'aL\ .-t" iaii^ Mr. 
Ft* ■ :. i-r^ti j» .-. Tj '.i-i^ J'.'-*^»rr. »a c«fc. 

t-rs wio w^T** M'. ncrti^a* anu I ij?i-"^an«. 

our iJtti>—f, i ite ontin.Ji wt;rv «>|>tii for 
rr»ifi':< o I.. «»«:»-Ts ; ind tht: qacwtion b«mg 
lii. y oiisiii' f»"a, .t >*ae -so •JetermiaetL For 
m*., I '•%-ia .a If art tvt.rM! tu makjng thotent^ 
T«e 1 >.i»»f ^1 riioutv-cnanj;fcr»: bui 3U jreat 
a 'n ii'-r.ty wad oci-u*^! '"*> Jftut f thougiit it 
7>rtj«^t.:i "u '«ay 'b'ta.''^. I had 'ived loug 
•?..• ',,1 -D \.t <*r r.'i 'o iisvvni 'hjt 'here i» 

"H-.rv J\. M,if'£ Mac** H 'AC'.'JtUpLlSUlOlg tbo 

^.e.it j£ .L .,'1 '«.^> .-n^r*? utef* <«3S .looe ; tne 
; .er«w . 1 »itf Jt"^ -.^f J •.T.'C jcd sianxoiim. ma 
'im 3rA .'c:r* .-c -jx «cart.:>:i.»iec5 w«re xea.»?cs 

Hir::^^ ccm- S:.th a kiik and a miH, it was 
the wonder of many that nobody had set up 
a newspaper. This lack was chiefly owing 
to a persuasion entertained by many, that no 
great length of time would pass until we 
should see printers among die settlers, and 
BO it speedily came to pass. On the yery day 
after my arrival, and before we had got half 
our goods and chattels in order, two men 
came into the store. One of them, Mr. 
Primmer, a sallow, unclean-looking subject, 
with on ill.tied cravat, a now coot, and an old 
hat, said he was a printer, and that if he was 
likely to get encouragement, he would try a 
newspaper for a spec. The other was an 
f Ulorly, loan man, with a loose hanging frill 
to his shirt, and scenlingly much given to 
ntiuff; his breath was untrue, if he had not a 
hankering after gin.and-bitters also. The 
printer introduced him by the style and title 
of Dr. Murdoch, from Aberdeen ; an eminent 
scholar, who proposed to do the editorial ar- 
ticle, and superintend the literary department 
in general. A newspaper accordingly, nnder 
the attractive name of ** The Judiville Jupi- 
TER,*' was presently set a-going. Sorne al- 
tercation took place before the name was de- 
termined, but I had no part in the controver- 
sy: Mr. Hoskins stood stoutly out for hav- 
ing it called " The Agammenon of Liberty !" 
When everything was arranged, a printing- 
lioQse in order, and a book-store connected 
with the establishment, under the special care 
tf ^« learned Dr. Murdoch, it was announced 
nb« the first number of "The Jtjdiville 
>rmK** would appear on the following 
ISifii&T^ and great exertions Wtre made to 
i;-»*»T ^di wi3i the public ; but still the first 
^sRntiwr was not quite so complete as the pro- 
T?f wi* Vjid hoped ; an accident having hap- 
-^oo^ n t S>x of their types, by which they 
v«w v<b!sd to omit the Roman letters and 
-if --wufcs t^«u a new supply could be ob- 
*«t wait Menday, they had only ink 
' T«ii. "W« pages of the paper ; and 
•.as«»H*«S whom I hid pftjcaredj 




' eoBBpSamed to me, I told ifaem to raiiiembef 
; dnt Reme was not bvdlt in a day. We have, 
however, now to boast of many papers, and 
c^sr daily jMunal is as handsomely got up, and 
» learsed^ywfitien, as any newspaper In Ncw- 
Tork State. 

j CHAPTER m. 

^ MuTK «•«• «B ! k0f»*B a to-do !*' 

I * ' 

A Fsw iam after we had taken up our 
rseidoiMM ac JadiviUe^^ as I was standing at 
ine door of tits wton^ with my hands behind, 
looking ac die boikiiQgs, which wi0re rising 
on every side, I saw Misa Ycdnmnia Cock- 
spar comiiig by haxaelf toward the house. As 
9Qe p ao B od aw to go ia by the privala door, I 
couid :»« she waa big with something imp<Nr- 
fii3C. for ^# eyed me askance, waon soULily 
than was graeefiil ia any yonng lady, and very 
fortridding in her, whom at ^1 other times I 
had respected as a comely and judicioas 
maiden: moreover, to my blithe salntation 
she made no reply, but only a high>xnadam- 
ho signification that she recognized me. 

** There^ a gale in your tail," said I to 
myself, as she passed, " light where it likes." 

It did not then strike me that Miss Cock, 
spur could be about any Machiavelian man- 
cBuvre ; indeed, she was the last yaung lady 
I would ever have supposed likely to be guilty 
of any sort of left-handed stratagem ; she was 
at all times so fair and frank in hersimpliciQr. 
I gave hor at the same time credit only for a 
complimentary call on Mrs. Hosktnsand my 
daughters, as they.were new comers. 

After she had been longer with them than 
they could well afibrd dme from their thrift 
to spend in feminine frivolity, I began to con- 
jecture with myself as to what could possibly 
be the object and purpose of her visit, when 
suddenly it came into my head that it might 
have some reference to her mother's proposed 
marriage. • So, without more ado, bidding 
Charles to have an eye to the door, I walked 
round &e comer, went up-stairs, and was 
presently in the tnidst of the ladies. I found 
my daughters and Miss Volumnia, like thtee 
heroines of a novel, bathed in tears, and^ Mis. 
Hoskins sitting ia the midst of them, knitting 
a'^comforter, and giving them good advice. , 

The moment I entered, Miss Cockspar 
wiped her eyes, and scrubbing up her rosy 
cheeks into higher bloom, bounced from her 
seat, and moved to make a flourishing exit 
with indignation, but I took hold of her by 
the two arms from behind, and pulling them 
back until her elbows almost met, I said to 
her, in a familiar, gallanting manner : 

" Sit ye down, Miss Voly, and tell us which 
of your sweethearts Is a'petjured wretch — 
breaking your tender heart ?** - . 

She paid, however, no attention to what j 
said, but rising again, looked at me as sternly 
as it was possible for a beautiful damsel of 
seventeen to do. j-i 
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• *«Sir/*^d she, "nnce you hare broVen 
in upoA us 80 uneipeetedly apd seen our dis- 
tre«8} f hope you will consider well before you 
mftke ufl all more miserable. Besides, sir, it 
is needless for you to flatter yourself with any 
hope. My mother wiU never be permitted to 
marry you." 

Here a flash of light pierced my braini for 
she laid a stress* nxran the word you, as if, 
though her mother would not be permitted to 
accept my hatid, she might yet accept an- 
Other^s ; and I saw that by pretending to per- 
'severe in my supposed courtship, a way might 
be opened to win the consent of her brothers 
and herself to a union with Mr. Herbert. So 
I said, with a voice of more seeming sincerity 
than I really felt : 

"Upon my word. Miss Volumnia, you ure 
eariy setting np for a dispenser of weddings. 
I think, berore you venture to pronounce any 
opinion as to who may be the fittest husbatid 
for your lady-mother, you shotdd first get a 
huB^nd for yourself." 

As I said these words, Marianne, my eld- 
est daughter, began to tune her pipes widi the 
spring she learnt first, and Isabella her sister 
was not long in joining chorus. Mrs. Hos- 
kins, who was a little in my confidence, know- 
ing the Tights of the case, could scarcely keep 
a becoming countenance, and Miss Cockspur 
stood the image of an afflicted consternation. 

'* My dears," said I, addressing myself in a 
pretended sympathising manner to my daugh- 
ters, "ye have no doubt heard that marriages 
are made in heaven ; and you know, that if I 
and Mrs. Cockspur are bookit there to be 
man and wife, there's nothing in this world 
can prevent it.** 

" But it shall be prevented," cried Miss Vo. 
lumnia, and it must be prevented. My mother 
has long been engaged to Mr. Herberts It 
will be a terrible thing if she now prefers you 
to him ;'* and with these words sl^e flounced 
out of die room in a fine passion. 

Seeing thfi distress of mind into which she 
had thrown my poor sensitive girls, I was al- 
most inclined to let them into the secret ; but 
considering their indiscreet years, on second 
thoughts, I paused, and winking to Mrs. Hos- 
kins, leii them to her consolation, assured 
from my experience of her motherly manner 
tiiat she would soon take the edge ofl" their 
grief. 

I had, however, a more kittle case to man- 
age with Charles, whom one of the young men 
had Instigated to be rampageous. The lad 
himself was not naturally addicted to violent 
courses, but was of a calm, reasonable namre, 
with a sly but bright vein of humor and mother 
wit. When he began to speak on the sub- 
ject, I soon saw it would never do to treat him 
with mystification, as I had done his sisters 
and Miss Volumnia. Accordingly^ after a 
few sentences had passed between us, I re- 
solved to let him at once into my secret pur- 
pose, thongh he was^then only between fif- 



teen and sixteen ; charging liim, however, ih 
the strictest manner, to prove himself worthy 
of the confidence, by concealing it from hii 
sisters, even at the pain of seeing fliem for a 
seaspn in a state of unpleasantness. And re-x 
ally he proved himself a clever diplomaticali 
for he so worked upon the two young men, 
especially upon Bradshaw, who was more 
spirity in his feelings than Oliver, that they 
were persuaded a marriage between iheir 
mother and me would certainly come to pass, 
unless it could be prevented by admitting 
again the claims of Mr. Herbert. Many. a 
hearty lau^ had both Charles and I in our 
sleeves at the progress of the plot. 

With Oliver and Bradshaw* Cockspur he 
took every opportunity of describing his fears 
and aflSliction at the supposed impending event. 
I was then a little enlaiging and improving 
our household furniture, making it more and 
more in conformity with my increasing; means 
and the style of our habitation. Every new 
article I bought was duly mentioned by the 
pawkie laddie to the two saucy varlets ; and 
he never saw Mrs. Cockspur, either in their 
or in Miss Volumnia's presence, without 
seemingly evindngf a heartfelt aversion to her. 

All this time I hsd held no communion 
with Mr. Oliver Cockspur on the subject, 
though he was the oldest son, and from the 
gentleness of his disposition possessed of great 
influence over his mdther. In truth, I y that 
very gentleness and sensibility I was some- 
what overawed. He was a young man not to 
be trifled with, every thing so seriously af- 
fected him. With Bradshaw I could take far 
greater liberfles, for, although at the time I 
played my pranks, he would storm and strut 
like a king and a tragedy, yet at the moment 
he was let into a joke, he would whirl round 
like a tetotum, and laugh in the perfectcst en- 

i'oyment at the sport of which he had himself 
)een the subject. In the mean time every 
thing was progressinfi^ to the desired issue. 
lyifs. Cockspur had no rest. I could not speak 
to her as she chanced to pass the door of the 
store, though in the merriest civility, my 
thoughts having no regard at the time either 
to her or the plot, but the young men were 
sure to hear of it from Charles, with many 
comical commentaries ; and she, in her turn, 
had it served up to her with' a plentiful gar- 
nishing of the horse-radish of their petulance. 

At last, Mr. Oliver Cockspur came to me 
one morning in the store, soon after his brother 
had called and taken out Charles. I could 
see without spectacles thai this was a precon- 
certed scheme, so I prepared myself to hear 
in my best manner the young man's remon- 
strancoj none doubting what he had to say 
would be such. 

" Mr. Todd," said he, "I have come to 
deal frankly and fairly with you. For so^ne 
time, neither my brother, my sister, or myself, 
have been unmoved witnesses of the atten- 
tions yon are paying otrr mother. We should 



Ho wi<mgf feeling at we all do, werp we to 

' aDlow you to remain longer in error. I do 
not, however, in saying this, allude to our 
strong filial objections to a second marriage, 

' but to the fact that there is an impediment to 
a onion with her which you ought to know. 

' Her hand is engaged to another gentleman, 

' if ever she changes her life." 

The reader must by this time have seen 

'that I am sometimes a little apt to cut before 
the point — to mount the walUtop, reckless 
alike of what may be on the other side, and 
of the difficulty of getting down again on this. 

' It was so on that occasion, for without suffi. 
ciently considering the import of my words, I 
■aid abruptly — 

** But that gentleman may renounce his 
.claim." 

Poor Mr. Oliver was taken all aback, and 
looked at me with a kindling eye far the Rpaco 
of at least two minutes, and then replied 

proudly : 

"He may renounce, certainly; but our 
mother is not at his disposal. He cannot as- 
sign his claim in favor of another, and, by 
God \ shall not to you !*' 
<* You are a very dutiful child, Mr. Oliver,'* 

] was my answer ; but have you consulted your 

'maifima in addressing yourself in that style to 
me ? In one word, and to avoid controver- 
gy, I cannot abandon the hope of being hon. 
ored by a connection with your family, what- 

. ever the claims of others may be. Permit me 
to add, you are not the party to decide in this 
matter. It rests with your mother." 

He made me no answer, but slightly bow- 
ing quitted the counting-house, for this con- 
versation did not take place in ihe public 
store. In turning round, I observed, which I 
had not noticed before, that he was dressed 
for a ride and had a whip in his hand. I fol- 
lowed him to the door, and saw he had a 

. horse tied to the ring in the post at the cor- 
ner. He mounted immediately, and rode off 

^in the direction of Babelmandel. 

" Can he be gone to Mr. Herbert ?" said I 
to myself. /* We shall see," was the response 

, of myself to I ; and locking the store, I imme- 
diately walked to Mrs. Cockspur's residence. 



CHAPTER JV. 
" The eoime of trae love never 4id ran smooth.** 

On reaching Mr. Cockspur's villa, I was 
shown into the parlor, where I found her 
alone, in great gc^d-humor. She had just re- 
ceived a severe lecture on marriage in old 
age, from Miss Volumnia, and was longing to 
see me. 

•* I had observed," said she, " for some days, 
. -the mutinous jooks of the young men, with- 
- . out being able to divine the cause ; and Vo- 
lumnia has told me, that they are all deter- 
mined I shall not marry you.*' 
; ^ Before I could make any answer, the young 
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lady came in, and withW M«d«jDi«a««y.eld« 

est daughter. The plot of the comedy waa 
thickening. To hasten on the upshot, I ex- 
pressed my delight at seeing them so lovingly 
sisterlike. 

'< We shall never be aisters,** exclaimed the 
two indignant misses, in one voice, and in a 
tone ao piercing and wild, that it thraw the 
old lady and myself into an immoderate fit of 
laughter, which provoked Misa Volunmia to 
a great degree ; for she immediately cned, 
with rather more pith than was genteel — 

" If my mother will marry, it ahaU be Mr. 
Herbert'' 

<* That, my dear child," replied I coolly, 
winking to her mother, <* does not depend 
upon you : ' shall ' is a naughty word for a 
dutiful daughter to use toward her parent. 
But, if there is to be a wedding, your mother 
has a right to please henelf. Come, come, 
Voly -'» 

*< None of your familiarities, sir V was tbe 
tart rejoinder. '* Voly, indeed ! Oh \ has it 
come to that?" And she sat down inS tor- 
rent of tears. 

** You are a foolish girl," said Mrs. Cock, 
spur, quite unable to preserve her gravity, yet 
from the gentleness of her disposition, in- 
clined not to afi^ct the poor maiden too se- 
verely. "You area foolish .girl. Pm sure 
Mr. Todd has always proved himself exceed 
ingly kind to you. Had he been your own 
father, he could not have been more kind. I 
cannot think what makes you hate him so.** 

" I don't hate him, if he would let you alone. 
Oh, he will be such an ugly step-father 1'* 

Here' my sweet Marianne, feeling for the 
contumely thus cast on her father, interposed : 
" I'm sure your mother will be uglier for a 
step-mother." 

The innocence and simplicity of this retort 
so'delighted and affected Mrs. Cockspur,.that 
she embraced Marianne ; but Miss Volumnia 
plucked her eagerly away, and gave full vent 
to her vexation, not only with tears, but ex- 
pressions so heart-touching, that I began to 
fear I should not be able myself to hold out 
to the end of the play. . 

In this crisis my son Charles came in quest 
of the store-key, and when I went to the door 
to give it to him, a significant look told me 
he had something to tell, which induced me 
to leave the ladies abruptly. 

*' It is all settled," said the.boy^ chuckling 
and exulting, "and Mr. Oliver has' gone to 
Babelmandel to invite Mr, Herbert to visit 
th^fti. It is not their wish to encourage him 
much, but they think it will deter you, by 
which they will gain time to peiauade . iheu 
mother to give np the idea of a second mar- 
riage;". ^ 

In this affair Charles had managed ao clev. 
erly, and had evinced such sagacity, consid. 
ering his years, that I suspect he was a little 
spurred by an apprehension that tliere might 
be aome secret undeistaadlng^hetweail J^- 
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CQcfcifiKr.«Bdxn«, optwiliiitaiidliDg what J bad 
told hiifa *to the oontrary ; for the wannth of 
hia aatisfactioa was rather more than exactly 
what tha occasion required. Howeyer, I re- 
joiced exceedingly myself that matters had 
, been brought so far round ; and I hope there 
was no vanity in thinking, that, but for the 
touch I had myself given to the wheel, the 
dock would not bo soon have been so near 
the striking. 

Independent of the interest I had in wish, 
lag the business happily terminated, out of 
friendship for Mr. Herbert, I had yet a mo- 
tive of my own inciting me to persevere until 
it should be so. Our partners in the banking 
concern bad nearly matured their plans, and 
as Mr. Herbert was to be the manager, I was 
anxious be should leside entirely at Judiville. 
It is true, I had consented to Mr. Hoskins's 
arrangement, that he should still retain the 
sobool at Babelmandel, and come twice a 
week to regulate matters and things at the 
bank, but it was not satisfactory to my judg- 
ment. Moreover, the rapid increase of the 
town was attraeting the settlers from Babel- 
mandel, and for some time there had been a 
falling-oflfin the number of children attending 
the school. Those who continued to attend 
belonged to the poorer settlers, who were of- 
ten not able to pay for them. In a word, as 
tar as I can well recollect at this time, all 
hands of ua ware then in a puzzling conjunc- 
■ ture ; for, though the kilfudyocking to bring 
about, the marriage may seem to the courteous 
reader my principal occupation, it really was 
not 00. It was, however, that which afforded 
the greateat diversion at the time, and is the 
pUaaantest in recollection. 

Among other perplexities of that period, 
was a kind of insubordination, if it may be 
called 80, on the part of the minister, Mr. 
Bell. It ia already known, that he was of an 
austere and constrained humor, less from sul. 
lenness of nature than from contrition for the 
abridged respectability to which he had early, 
bj youthful imprudence, subjected himself, 
He was, without question, a roan of ambi- 
tiooB paaaions, though severely pious ; but his 
piety waa curdled with remore ; it rarely flow, 
ed in that strain of indulgence and charity 
which belongs to the mercil&tineas of religion ; 
while hU' ambition, deep and slow, held on 
its course like those rivers which run from 
the lakfis, and which seldom seem to be swoU 
len even by the heaviest rains. 

About this time our grand church was com- 
pleted ; and it has been explained, that in- 
stead of being exclusively for the Presbyteri- 
«QB, as the original proprietors intended, the 
majority of the ahareholders insisted that it 
•bould be let to whichever aect would give 
^he highest rent ; or even two or three differ- 
ent sects, if by ao doing more could be ob- 
tained. From the day it waa so determined, 
Hx, Bell expi^ased his disappointment in not 
l«iag fiUic^ apU mioiater, ia stroqgejr tenns 



th«a ho was justified by anything in the pro. 
cee'dings to do, and It happened that I waa 
ordained to beaiP' the brunt of his offended 
clerical pride. Perhaps I had in some degree 
exposed royself to it ; for whilst the edifice 
was erecting, and before any t^uestion had 
arisen as to the letting, I had often spoken to 
Mr. Bell, as if the church waa exclusively 
destined for him ; and even went so far as to 
joke with him on the height he would hold his 
head in the pulpit, which, on account of the 
magnitude of the building, was uncommonly 
elevated. But, as I was saying, from the day 
on which his hope of beiug high priest waa 
nipped, a cloud ovfrspread his countenance, 
and as often as I chanced to make any allu- 
sion to the temple, he turned aside with a 
sneer, and made no answer.' At last, a day 
waa set for the final consideradon of our ec 
deaiastical co-partnery, on which it was to 
be determined when the place should be open- 
ed for worship. 

Before the day arrived, I had pretty well 
ascertained that the Methodists would far 
outbid the Presbyterians and Episcopalians 
united ; and that they were not at all dispos. 
ed to be in any way conjoined v^ith them ; to 
that Mr. Bell, who flattered himself the church 
was built for him, was cut off from all pros; 
pect of even being permitted to keep a door 
of it. I frankly acknowledge, that I, too, 
was mortified ; for I looked to be the ruling 
elder, and had planned with Mr. Bell a prop- 
er kirk session, and everything becoming the 
dignity of our national — ^I mean — the Scot- 
tish establishment ; but I was in some mea. 
sure comforted by foreseeing that the erection 
of another tabernacle could not be far off. 
Not so was it with the minister, for he was 
one of those ardent minds, in whom the pre. 
sent affair awallowa up every other consider- 
ation. 

He came to me on the afternoon preceding 
the day appointed for the meeting, and said-— 

" So, Mr. Todd, we 're to hnve another 
verification of the folly of putting our trust in 
princes or men'sjBons.'' 

I saw what was coming, and briskly added : 

" Or in churches, Mr. Bell : they are all a 
vain show." 

At these words he grew pale, and his lips 
trembled with anger. 

** I think," aaid he, his voice quavering as 
he spoke, ** that you might at this time have 
spared that taunt. My early fault had noth- 
ing to do with the present disappointment." 

I was petrified to hear him, having no more 
thought than the babe unborn of alluding to 
his misfortune — for such, indeed, it must ever 
be considered by the humane ; it was so con- 
stantly uppermost in his mind, and smoulder, 
ing an unextinguished ember in the ashes of 
his ambition. 

"Mr. Bell," replied I, "you have never 
received cause to suppose that I would un- 
feelingly touch youx aore. I was not even 
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thinking of it, bii*. 1 only meanl to give a 
-lighter turn to the conversation than it was 
likely to take, judging by the cloud on your 
countenance." 

He, however, made me no answer ; but 
added, " You were bound, Mr. Todd, to have 
exerted yourself : for truly, to be plain with 
you, after so often giving me reason to expect 
the church, I feel myself free to say that I 
have not been well used. I have been de- 
luded." 

" Eh, Mr. Bell !" cried I, astonished—" Not 
well used! have been deluded! — ^What do 
you mean ?•• 

*< I mean — ^had you been as active to get 
the church for me, as you were to get the 
contract for yourself, I would not have had 
occasion to say what 1 have now said." 

This was a tickler, that required a con. 
siderate answer; and accor^ngly, after a 
pause — for though he was a minister of the 
gospel, I was ready to let fly a bomb-shell in 
his face — ^my reply was — 

** Mr. Bell ; as a Christian man, I have all 
proper respect for God's corbies ; but for the 
carnality that is in the priesthood, I have aa 
little respect as for the insolence of other 
men : and therefore, if you do not wish I 
should request you to show me your back in 
the doorway, ye 'II scrape your foul tongue. 
Your many good qualities no one values more 
than I do ; but you are not to indemnify your- 
self on me for any contempt you may, by 
your misconduct, either now or heretofore 
have brought upon yourself." 

He was not only astonished, but quite 
dnmb.founded, to hear me speak in that man. 
ner. I, who had uniformly shown him the 
most reverential regard. Truly, at the mo- 
ment, we were a matchless pair ; for he is a 
tall man, of a powerful frame, and my junior, 
and he was standing as straight and stUT as a 
monument ; while I, with my hands behind, 
was fronting him like a lion, and rising cour- 
ageously on my tiptoes at every sentence I 
uttered, my head bobbing up to his breast. 

« This is going too far,'* said he, and* in^ 
stantly quitted the store. 



CHAPTER V. 
" So fled the beggar with hi* bandaged leg.** 

Mr Bell had not left me many minutes, 
when the puff of passion to which he had put 
the spunk was out, and I began to repent of 
my rudeness-for rude I had been, and more so 
than the provocation warranted; at least it 
seemed so, yrhen I came to reflect in whose 
service he was in, and the livery by which he 
was protected. 

While I was in this vexed and contrite 
mood, meditating on the course I should take 
to procure a reconciliation, who should come 
into the store to console me but Bailie Waft, 
from Babelmandel. I had not seen him for 



some time, and ii&oogti I n^tfeit, pffotmbly, 
on proposition, have eschewed a meeting, I 
was yet glad at his now coming, as he did, 
unawares upon me ; for it is an infirmity of 
my nature to take an attachment to every. 
thing I happen to grow familiar with, and I 
really liked the bodie almost for the tribala. 
tion he had inflicted. 

"How do you do, Mr. Todd," said he, 
looking behind cautiously, as if he ma 
followed, or was likely to have been over- 
heard. «* What can have come o^er the min- 
ister 7 I met him, stalking, aa it were, wiUi 
seven-league boots ; hia eyes looking np 
dirough the hair of his bushy eyebrows, bis 
lipa drawn back, and his teeth grinning like 
an atomy's, while his hands and arras were 
going like a drummer's with the fire-beat. 
Glide guide ufi, Mr. Todd I surely yon man 's 
delirious !" 

As the conduct of tfie bailie, subsequent to 
the first day, had been in every way praise- 
worthy toward Mr. Bell, 1 was desirous to 
drop the curtain on the scene of our alterca. 
tion, and to avoid saying anything that might 
tend to diminish the respect with which the 
unfortunate man had re-iospired him. Ac- 
cordingly, I merely remarked, in an ofl^-hand 
manner, that he and I had a few words of 
argument about the church, which, in conse- 
quence of the rent the Methodist hud oflferad, 
the Presbyterians were cut off from the ciiance 
of obtaining. 

" Ah !" cried the baiiie, with ten timea 
more sagacity than I had g^ven him credit 
for, " that's it ! His pride has met with aft- 
other woand. Poor man ! I hojje he 'II no' 
go off at the head like a bottle of ower brisk 
gingfer beer when the string of the cork 'a cut- 
tit Oh ! but he must have a daily wrestling 
with corrupt hnnian nature. It 'costs him 
more trouble to behave widi common deco- 
rum, than it would do the like of you and me, 
Mr. Todd, to he of the number of the four 
and twenty elders. Ay, ay, Mr. Todd, it 's 
no* easy to be a saint, even among the clergy, 
who are paid for *t. But, talking of paying, 
I would fain have two words wirti you in the 
sanctum of your inner place, quietly, ii» a se- 
date manner." 

Without making any reply, I opened the 
door, and bidding Charles, who was Writing 
at the desk, look to the door, and die baihe 
to be seated in the chair, I moanted m3rself 
on the top of one of our two tall official 
stooFs. 

" Really, Mr. Todd,»' said the baiUe, look- 
ing queerily up to me, « ye *re like a kind of 
Godie there, condescending to lend an ear to 
a mortal ; but it's a place that well becomes 
you — ^few men have your sagacity, few can 
so see behind the scenes of futdrity like yotf: 
well would it be for me if I had but the moi- 
ety x)f your discernment." 

The courteous reader will discover by this 
adulation, that the cunning foodie had a point 
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• ion of my judgment, and a gvMt one- of mf 
ranity, if he can suppose I was to be 
wheedled from my wariness by such shallow 
fieef*omaiiey* * 

** Mr. Waft,** Bftid I--my Mood having been 
made peiemptory by the anroganoe oiF Mr. 
Bell — ** both yon and I shonld now be old 
enoagh to give over trying to trick one anoth- 
er. I see yon have oome to seek some ad- 
ventage, so let tiB have no more hooky^rooky, 
bat tell me at once the object of your visit" 

'* I hope Mr. Todd, I have not come to give 
yon any effenee," was his rotrndahout answer ; 
*' but I 'm sorry to say, that since prosperity 
has made yon powerful, ye 're no' jrfst so 
kindly in your way as ye were when your 
pufse and heart wetie lighter. However, it 's 
no* for me that 's come to beg a favor, to 
make animadyersions. Ye were always a 
good neighbor to me, Mr. Todd, as I hope 
to 6nd yon still ; but, ohj^Mr. Todd, I *m a 
rained man !" » 

"•No* possible! Mr« Waft," cried I, both 
aurprised and deeply affected, for be- had got 
a monstrous bargain Of thh store and goods, 
and was driving, as I heard, a roaring trade, 
like a public house in a fair dayv " In the 
name of mirth and melancholy^ by whom are 
you ruined, and how did it happen f* 

<«Ju8t by yeursel', Mr. Todd,** said he« 
shakfog his head ; " and it happened by that 
black bargain, of which yo have never been 
able to speak With your wonted oalmness and 
pmdence. Ye see, #hen I took yoa in, as 
ye hae so often said, I was no astrologer ; I 
did not see what was coming to pass, and 
that ail Ike trade was to run after you to Jtu 
diville* The trade has gone clean away from 
Babehaandel ; a customer does not darken 
theiloor of my store from Monday morning 
to Satarday night. The speedeia break their 
legs, the Lord only knows b«w; and the 
miolbs have eaten the blankets to riddles. In 
abort, Mr. Todd, I 'm on the point of per* 
•iahing the peek, though ye thought I had 
gotten both the main and U^ more. If you 
will not help -me, I'm an undone- man." 

This iofornfation wae an afflictioa, it was 
so diffili«nt from what I had been' taught to 
believe. That the trade, and Very beiii^, and 
substance, of Babelmandel was in u decline, 
eaused by the growing nttractions of Judiville, 
was no news ; even Napoleon, with all the 
capital of the Alhany company, was dwin. 
dling before the genius of our town, so much 
more judiciously had we been located ; but 
still I thought that there had been trade 
enough to g^ve Mr. Waft fair encouragement 

* Ob, no," said he ; " I hove been selling 
at prime coetf and even under, ever since I 
saw what was coming to pass ; and it was in 
the doing of that ruinous dealing ye thought 
me coining money. Alas^alas^ what would 
ye advise me to do 7*' 

*' Vm mnoh' gti^red to hear all thie> Mr^ 



say. Hanre yon any eoMBdembka part of te 
goods remaining on hand 7*' 

*<Ah, Mr. Todd, you hnve touehed the 
sere shin of ny eaJamJty, I luieve but a few 
heggnrly lemnents — oh, oh ! the best am tffe. 
posed of, «nd I wish they were down the 
water; for I coidd sell the store to a saw 
settler, wete I only quit of them." 

Though on my guard, and not to be taken 
io by him a second time, I yat sympnUiized 
with his misfortane, and was diapooed.toiMlp 
him. *< What amount of aitioles- may yen 
have lemainiagT" said I. 

«Oh,juhtatrifle, as yen and Mr. Hoehine 
redcon, Mr. Todd ; ft would n& be worA a 
once, twiee, thrice, to any opulent mesebsnt, 
but it's a Spanish galloon to a poor man. 
Oh, Mr. Todd, I*U be real honest with yon, if 
ye ¥roold take t em off my hand, for I never 
was made for making money behind Hm 
counter. Ye would, in a worldly sense, be 
my aalvation.'' 

Much more to the same tone and burden 
did he sing, until he peieuadid >me to take 
back the invalid articles at prime- cost We 
had not, howevM*, well made a minute of the 
sale when my mind began to misgive, for I 
saw gUmpaes of more foyous satisfaction 
about him when the bargain was concluded 
than need hav^ been, had all about it been 
as sound aa n^ old friend William Cobbett^s 
Euta Baja's. 

Just as we had severally aigned the min- 
utes, in came Mr. Sample of the mills and 
Mr. Hoskins, at the sight of .whom the bailie 
showed more haste to depart than aoo«rded 
with his habitual curioeity to pry into other 
folk's affairs. They had oome to invite ase 
to take an interest in a large stand of new 
mills which the Judinile Mill Company had 
brought into operation having proved emi- 
nently successful. 

Mr. Semple and his partners would have 
constructed the proposed milts themselves, 
but the water privities of the site being still 
the property of Mr. Hoskins, he would -only 
lease them : this was one of the old man's 
** shots into the bush," as he calls it-— a spec 
purely on venture. 

Mr. ^o^ns and 1 being partnera, before I 
gave any answer to the proposition, I re. 
quested a few minutes for consultation ; so, 
leaving Mr. Semple and John Waflt in the 
ofiiee, we walked out 

" Tell me," said I to the old man, «< howis 
it that yon help forward thia plm, and why it 
is you lay such a restriction V 

** Let the Squire take note," replied Mr. 
Hoskins; *^ better manage two than three, 
and three than four, in feUowahip— eo fovch. 
Now the Squire, he knows as how 'em 
^vileges are J^ruaaiem fine. Well, I 
if many go into the spec, some wiH'fall ovt ; 
and I, be^ the propiietor of the land, .may 
east 'tm^all into |the];mill-dani^;|aAd soothe 
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.wiilfOQBM to tey kiiMMMb who in to 
kb tllio.Bqiiir^'8 Mooad eiop'-ihe bogr ChoiieB 
and the two gtrte. So the dqiiSn. ho mvot 
tiko « ticket too in Ibis hen lottory." 

As the pMipoeod amJu wbb not great, I 
mdily acqaiflseod* and went back to the 
aouatiiig-boitae loonbeeribe the paper, which 
, ma lyings open»nnth a nomber of aabacii. 
ben* namai on it, befen Mr. Waft, who had 
a pemdl in hii hand. 

The fint ghmce td the paper ahowed hm a 
none oboeiued bjr the peneil, which, how- 
om^ i did not a&ct to notice, bat put down 
Uookina and Todd for a t houaand doUan; 
md then, in a canlen nanner, I took g bit 
■ of Indian rnbber, which happened to be on 
the desk, and cleaned the paper, nvealing to 
.iriew the eninkly autognph of the worthy 
John Waft, for one tfaoosand dollan like, 
win. We had a hearty laugh at thia, for we 
all io aet upon him, that we compelled him 
to oonllBn he had actnally sold the aonnd 
goods by which operation he had made that 
auni, as mar be pnved by calenlation ; and 
had all ba Wis to get for the innlided arti- 
dee, over and above, free gntia profit 

But do not let the eoofteeaa reader thiBk 
dnt I grudged him this advantage : on die 
eontrary, it affoided me great pleaaun to aee 
k proved that he had done ao well: nor did 
I very ainceroly revile him for his pmeaaion 
to roin and poverty. Seeuv, aa I have -ao 
often seen, that for one man who thiivee by 
bnvgingt two grow rich' by making poor 
nontfaa: so I invited them all to go np.stairs 
with me, and we had a tny glan of pnneh, 
drinking attceem to the new miih^ and poking 
the sides of the bailie with many a aharp 
'joke, for his. doable dealtngs, all which he 
endnved merrily, and went winking hooie. 



CHAPTER VI. 

" Wbea youth «ad renial jeua an flown. 
And oU tfae life of light u gone.** 



On the morning after die new Mill Com- 

,paDy was established* the post, brought roe a 

letter from my father. My son had arrived 

at fionnytewn ; but I will hen copy the let. 

ter, ss containing a better account of all 

about him, than it is possible for me to write. 

**i DsAB Lawju&^I indite these few lines 

with all haste, to relieve your anzietiee. Last 

night, toward .tho gleaming, Just bs we were 

preparing to begin the wonhip, a young lad 

came to the doer, inquiring for me. Kb said 

' he was your son Robert ; and, upon asking 

him several questions, I have no doubt by his 

. answen he is. We took him in ; but he had 

not been many minntea at the fire^eide, when 

•he began to weep bitteriy ; and then he told 

Mia he had run away fron^ New York, having 

. kitted '006 of his companions inn duel. My 

hurt wks ivoken to>hvar this.- May the God 

of power and compassion support you, «ny 

•«oiirUttder this heavy affliction! J need net 



ym ihgt #0 trill take ff«od cnm oT 
the lad ; and I woald fain hope the ihii^ is 
not so bad as he aaya, for hia advenaiy was 
not actually dead when he left him. It ia in 
the power ^the Lord to oauae htm Co rooover ; 
and while then ia life, then la hope. Oh, 
Lawrie, this ia a dreadful dnwbaok on the 
gnat accounta we hear of your prosperity. 
Alaa! what avaiUth aU the riches of this 
world, or the honon tbenof, if with tham 
then an such taxes on the heart ? I pny 
to Heaven Aat your affliction may be aofit- 
ened, and that I may be comforted w4th a 
sight of yea before I quit diia earthly uber- 
naole. 

" We had a letter not long ago from your 
brother: he waa then weU and content; 
though he says he baa not been so lucky as 
you. How much reasoA have you to he 
thankful ; for in what, befon G^, are ye 
better than your brother 7 The Ay tux the 
wall is an agent of Frovideoce, and may hara 
been created for greater ends than you both. 
My aon, he ye neither proud of younelfi nor 
lifted up, with your prosperity ; but sift and 
search, that ye may know for what sin the 
Lord, in hia diapleaanre^ has been pleased to 
visit you and us all, with this bloody trans- 
grenion of poor Robert your aon. 

** The lad, in appearanoe, and for his yean, 
is very conciliatoiy ; but the grief of his 
misfortune sits dark upon hia q^, and I'm 
wee for him, when I see him walking solitary 
by the Doke*a dyke, on the Inveresk road, or 
•itciog forlorn, with the teat in his eye, on 
the oamomile bunker in the yard. 

" We have not mentioned anything of 
what has befoUea him to the neighbon', but 
I thought it my duxy to give the minister an 
inkling, that he had not, maybe, been just so 
ateady in his businen sa be ought, and in the 
dnad of yoor displessure, he had come to 
ine, tiU peace ooold be made up. The min- 
ister, who ia-anal Christian^ Iuub since taken 
a great deal of noliQe of him, and baa had 
h^ three times at the m^uae drmking tea. 
Dr. Muokledotp has also been condescending 
and attentive ; sll of which I mention, that 
if we could h»Bt^ood tidinga of the lad left 
for dead, yon may see that your aon is well 
looked to among the neighbors. 

*' Trade- has, for some time, been vary flat, 
but we have the prospect of a good haneatr- 
thank (zod for it ! and then ^idll be, it is n- 
ported, many new buildings in Edinbuigh 
next sgnag : so that, with all the upa and 
downs which I have aeen in my day, I am 
not so daunted as J see some abcmt me ; for 
I think the changes in trade an Just like the 
produce of the earth*-pif one year ia^at, 
another is brisker. Tfae average of jnux 
yean, sun am I, shows aa incroaae of our 
national meana;^ the whi^ is a notion that 
gives comfort to the cotten who cherish it, 
for it enablea them to fight. with pavMty as ^ 
blravtHgr «s«Tet,.whil* ih* lairda and te tr»- 
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and more down in the mouta^^thA natuxal 
conieqaence of putdng more faith in com- 
bills, and the devices of mortal men, than in 
tb« constancy of Divine Providence ; which 

, X trust well, my son, is not the case with you. 
" Death with his scythe hath of late had a 
eonunission to visit our village : William 
^acMe, die old shoemaker, was removed af- 
ter a sore struggle with the blind palsy ; and 
two bairns of Mr. Tawse, the schoolmaster, 
were cut down like ^e flowers of the field 
with the kinkhost. But we have not been 
without a compensation, the second son of 
John Deals, the wright, whom ye may mind 
at the schoolt has been married upon a Mus- 
selburgh lass, and Peter £sk, that likewise 

. wss at school with you— they called him yen- 
turesome Pate — he enUsted for a soldier long 

. ag^ and has been msny a year in India, 
where he raised himself to be an ensign, or a 
lieutenant; but taking the liver • complaint, 
he hss come home with more than seven 

. diousand pounds, end lives in a fine house at 
Lassawde. I hope the Lord will one day put 
it into your heart to do the same ; for I am 
now an aged man, and as my daya cannot 
be long in the land, my only desire now in 
this world, is to see you and your brother, 
before I close my eyes. No more at present 
from your loving father.'* &c» dE«. 

Besides the satisfaction of heaiing that my 

.son had gone to. his grandfather, end had not 

cast himself friendless • on . the unfriendiy 

. world, I was deep]y moved at the affection- 
ate wish which the letter contained, that my 
brother and I would yisit the old man before 
he died. It revived to me many a foigetten 
recollection, and freehen<»d the longing to re- 
tum to my native land, which I had felt so 
ajphiiigly on my fixst arrival in America. 
That desire had never ceased to hmguish. in 

^my bosom: sometimes it was stronger than 
at others;. but as often as any incident oc< 
curred to remind me of my early eompanlons, 
and the scenes of our harmless adventures, 
it brightened anew, and led my fancy into 
pleasing reveries, and sweet longings to re. 
taste the waters of memory at the springs and 
well-heads where they first began to flow. 

Often, in tbs stillness of the forest, have 
these mnocent wishes come npon me, re- 
moving the heavy mantle of many years. 

This invitation .to revisit home was with 
habitual desire irresistible ; and aecordingly, 
on the same night on whieh I received the 
letter, I resolved to prepare for tbe methodi. 
cal management of the^ business during my 
absence, and, as soon as it was in my power, 
to pack up my ends and awls for a voyage to 
Scotland. This was sooner accomplished 
than at first seemed practicable; for in the 

. course of the same week, our two bank part, 
neis, Mr. Von Haarlem and Mr. Breugle, 
having completed the necessary arrmnge- 
meatsi e^e t9 fom tho tstabtishnMntat Ju* 



diville<,and»niMii py snggHtetfit wy^nwrtitr 
a point with Mr. Berber^ that he should give 
up the school at Babelmandel, and reside 
constantly at the bank; which, when my 
preparations were ripe, enabled me to place 
Charles under his directions in the 8toi;e. 
For the effectual part of the business, the 
buying and selection of goods, few men w^ie 
more competent than Mr. Hoekins. 

And here, as I am drawing to an end with 
the history of my business transactions, I 
ought, injustice to Mr. Herbert, to mentaoB, 
that the final plan for the management of the 
bank, which he submitted to us, wss one 
that showed the great comprehension of hie 
judgment. Instead of a single and independ- 
ent concern, standing upon its t>wn legs, he 
represented that, on account of the smallness 
of our capital, we ought to make oar notes 
payable at a distance, to avert the sadden 
eoDseqnences of a run ; and that we shonld 
connect ouiaeives with three or four other 
banks, that we might be aUe-in the same 
case to command their aid. Theee propo- 
sitions'were adopted. Our notes wnse made 
payable in Philadelphia, and we ananged 
with the Platna Bank at Nanrsth, tbe United 
Broihen' Bank at ZionviUe, the Thirteen 
Stdpes Besik at Nnmidia, and the Trae- 
Blooded Yankee Company at TiberinssiUe, 
that each of them should Imve a -amall dare 
with us, though we had none with them, 
therein seenring for ourselves their aid and 
agency : we did not deem it necessary, how- 
ever, to blazon this clever scheme to the pub- 
lic, nor was it necessary, for the name of 
Mr% Breugle was itself ae a mint of gold. 

I have always eonsidered the estabtishmebt 
of the bank as tlie making of the town : oilmr 
causes, no doubt, contributed also^aad the 
mills esBcntisUy; bat previoasly there had 
been a famine of saoney copistandy among us, 
and many adventarous mechanics and trades- 
men were obliged to forego their best con. 
sidered plana, having not the wherswitfaal to 
undertake them ; but no sooner did Mr. Hsr. 
bert open his doors, than a new life issa»d 
from tiiem, quickening and stirring np the 
energiee of all trades. 

His plan of helping the credit of the trades. 
man was thought both liberal and wise. To 
the mere speculaitive merchants, he could not, 
indeedj be called liberal, except to auch as 
confined themselvee to particular lines <»f 
trade. He required, that besides the drawer 
of the bills offered for discount there ehefdd 
be two endorsers; and knowing that the 
generality of the bills were accommodatien, 
he required, after having given credit for a 
certain sum, that before any new discount 
could be granted, the anm of twenty-five per 
cent should be allowed to be deducted frsn 
the bill offered. Thna gradually redeeming 
the debt to the bank, while it served the c«s- 
tomets, by enabling them always^ to count 
with oonfideaoe on the extent of Ike 
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die btnk wfuld give; there be- 
ing nothing bo perniciouB to commercial ere* 
dit, u that nneertain eystem which diacoanti 
at one time more freely than at others. The 
innea of the JadiviUe Batik were never in- 
ereltfed, save by aids, to new customers ; or 
by the old ones showing good and sufficient 
eanses toentitie them to farther accommoda- 
tion. 
Bnt as the comteons reader may be a young 
' lady, who ndther desires nor has occasion for 
>' a knowledge of banks, it behoves me to make 
an end of (his digression. *" 

CHAPTER VIL 

And ehai|e lu thaio upon iBt«rrogatories." 

It will be leeoUected, when I laet had oc- 
caekm to 'speak of Mr. Oliver Gockspnr, he 
was on honebaek, and off at a Canterbury- 
trot to see Mr« Herbert : what passed between 
them I have now to describe, for Mr. Herbert 
told roe all the partieulars ; and I will endea. 
voV to do ao with as maeh brevity as is oon- 
aistent with peiapecnity. 

Mr. Oliver foand the old gentleman in the 
midst of Ida acfaool, patienl^y enduring the 
yells in which an ignoble abcedarian, of six 

^lean, was endeavoring to express the alpha- 
bet. The yonng gentleman halted as he en- 

. tered, and haatily threw his eyes around. He 
seemed a good deal afiected by the scene 
before him ; and when he went op to address 
the master, his emotion rendered his voice 
broken and indiadnct. 

** Although I ought to have been prepared 
fortius," said he, *<yet tiie i^ce is much 
meaner than I expected ; and, my God \ Mr. 
Herbert, you reduced to the necessity of 
stooping to sow the sand, and wash the Ethio- 

Tpians of beggary; for these poor creatnres 
seem of no better parentage.** ; 

. ^ « I thank yon, Mr. Oliver, for this kind 
visit," was the reply ; ** one must not exam- 
ine too curiously the gifts of fortune. Their 
value can only be ascertained by comparison ; 
sod I should account myself ungrateiul, if, in 
my present condition, humble as it is, I did 
not feel I had received promotion. Four 
years ago, I came here to construct a cabin 
lor my old age ; but my arms could ill per- 
form the toil of the axemen, and my hands, 
by their blisters, taught me that I was too late 
for the taak. My htnrt was sinking, when, 
in« fortunate moment, Mr. Todd proposed to 

• me this business. Unmeet as it may seem to 
my past habits, I have never repined that my 
4et should have been oast so lowly; for it 
better saits my .age and my infirmitiea, than 
the inefibetual ends«ror to earn a morsel by 
' iwrd labor. To be enabled to beoeme what 
jrott see< I am, wee a -golden redemption. It 

' m true, that the cloud which hong so darkly 
4m my setting, has somewhat tltinned in its 

-«le«Mn^and that I am soon to be employed 19 



a irnst tnon lit Eccoratttoe wfttt tny fevmer 
pursuits ; but still, had it been ofherwise, I 
was eootenf . The spirit of adventure is deadt 
or ought to be, at my age." 

After some farther conversatioD, Mr. Olirer 
invited him to dine with his mother on the 
following day; but the invitation wss de- 
clined, in BO manner, however, to give Ae 
young man any cause of dissatisfaction ; on 
the contrary, to him it must have beenhJgUy 
agreeable. 

'* I ahould rejoice, Mr. Oliver, to accept 
your invitation,'* said Mr. Herbert; " but af- 
ter ^e situation in which your mother and' I 
have stood widi respect to each other, and 
the long interval that has since elapsed, as 
well as the changes which have befallen me, 
it is niecessary that I should see herself before 
I can have' die pleasure of renewing my in. 
terconrse with your family. In the mean- 
time, I beg to assure you that I receive with 
great pleasure this testimony of your friend- 
ship.'* 

They soon after separated, and in the twi- 
light Mr. Herbert paid me a visit, and re- 
mained for the night : his intention was to 
see Mrs. Cockspur in the "morning. 

As we were sitting^by ourselves, he said, 
after some preliminary general remarks, 
** Wheir I consider my own advanced life, 
and the - strong objections which the yonng 
people have to their mother marrying again, 
I confess to you, Mr. Todd, that I think we 
should not proceed farther in this business ; 
indeed, I am almost sorry we have proceeded 
BO far." 

I did not expect this : having all but ac 
eompUahed the purpose I had taken in hand, 
it was mortifying to find an obstacle rising in 
a' quarter where none could possibly have 
been mitieipaied. And I reasoned with Mr. 
Herbert against the weakness of sacrificing 
his prospects of happiness, either to the pre- 
judices of the world, or of the young men. 

He smiled at my earnestness, and said — 

** I suspect, Mr. Todd,' some of this zeal to 
see the marriflge completed, is partly owing 
to your wish to fulfil your own undertaking ; 
and certainly I ought earlier to have apprised 
you of the doubts which T now entertain of 
the propriety of going on wfth it; still- it is 
due to Mrs. Cockspur that She should be con- 
sulted. That shall be done in the morning. 

I would have persevered longer in my ar- 
gument, but Mr. Herbert had a calm and firm 
way of putting an end t& a topic I could never 
overcome* He employed it oh this 'occasion, 
by changing the conversation to Mr. Bell, and 
the ecelesiss^al bn^oess of the settlement ; 
for, among other matters that we. talked of, 
before entering upon his own affair, was the 
wrath of the minister at being disappointed 
of the choreh, and that gradual hardening of 
eharaoter in him, vi4ilch we bad aU for some 
time previously observed. 

«< I fawre an opii^o*^'* Hald Mt. Herbert, 
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<< that the podr nan is not happy at home. 
His children appear to soflfer from neglect, 
and there is an uncouth slovelinees about 
Mrs. Bell, that assorts ill with the preciaion 
and neatness of his appearance.'* 

Having often made the same remark, I 
mentioned that twice or thrice, in passing 
their house, I had seen her looking foolishly' 
through the window, pressing her tongue on 
the glass, with a red face and bleezy eyes ; in- 
deed, it was pretty generally thought in the 
town, that she took more than did her good. 
We both therefore agreed, that, in compassion 
for the poor man's domestic misery, many of 
his little frisks and freaks of temper ought to 
be overlooked. Nobody, lam sure, could be 
more indulgent toward him than I was, for 
few were obliged to endure more of his'spurts 
and taunts. It may be said, I brought them 
on myself, by taking more upon me with him 
than any other body ; but it was for his good : 
and a sarcasm was an ill return for a kind in- 
tent. 

While we were thus quietly conversing, a 
noise arose in the street ; we bbUi went to the 
window, and looked out to see the cause of 
the hobblsshaw. Alas ! what did we see ? — 
Mrs. Bell rampaging before her own door in a 
state of vehement intoxication, shouting, and 
clapping her hands like a tinkler wife broke 
out of bedlam. Three of her little children 
were puUinglier into the house by the gown- 
tail ; and the eldest^ a fine laddie, then about 
twelve years old, was also drawing her in by 
the arm. A crowd was assembled ; but no 
sooner did they aee the ministei^ who had 
been taking his evening walk, coining hastily 
homeward, than in tender pity they diipersed 
th^mseWes, as if to spare hinrfrom the grief 
of seeing that his misfortune was so public. 
We also drew in our heada, and resumed our 
' seats; but it was aome time before either of us 
could speak, so much were we both shocked 
by tbo humiliating speetacle. At that junc- 
ture the room door was half opened, and 
Bailie Waft tbrust in his head, and s»id — 

** Heh, sirs- 1 is na' yoo, a yon i Poor man ! 
if he can keep hands off her, he's surely a 
aaiot o' the first election." 

« Come in, Mr. Waft,*' said I. " How long 
havo matters been so awful with Mr. Bell T* 

** It never kithed in such colors before," 
replied the bailie ; ** but when they were in 
*Babelmandel» I saw her once keeking from 
behind the door with a queer eye~-itwas very 
mysterious — sore has the miaister suffered. 
Oh I what a staqg his proud heart has met 
with thif night. Deevil 's in the woman .' if 
she were mine as she is, I would take her by 
the neck and lay her head on a stone, and 
teat it with a beejtle, till it was as fiat as a 
pancake." 

Harsssed a9 all our feelings bad been, this 

brave bounce of the bodie was so well set out 

with look andge8ture» that it oompejled both 

. Mr, Hubert mi me w^ a fit gf ioa4.]an2hi> 



tur. At that mMvent, ih» ndoistir, himislf 
came into the roomj with an aspeet like « 
corpse, and his hands bloody. We sttited 
from our stools, and John Waft, giving a sud^ 
den, close, peering gaae at the dreadfid han^ 
Bh«ok bis head, and rushed out of his lomu • 
"No, genUemen, I hjLve not committed 
murder," were the first words which the poof 
man could utter ; '* but I have been fearfully 
tempted. Avenging Heaven ! I am tried bsv 
yond my strength." 

"Mr. Bell," said Mr. Herbert, calmly, 
''how came that blood upon your handa V* 

*'The wretched woman fell upon thg 
hearth) and wounded her foiehead on en* af 
Che fiiB.dog8. In liftiDg her, I besmewsdl 
myself-Hihe is not much bust.'' 

** Sit down and compose yourself," I was 
art last enabled to say ^ but he turned fiercely 
upon me, and ffith a deep, hoarrie voice, 
cried — 

<* What were you laughing at? Did you 
dare to laugh at my punishment-^at my mis. 
ery, at the shame of my babies, at the visible 
mernifestation of the curse of Gk)d ?" And ■ 
wi^ other mom vehement exclamations, he 
burst into a laugh so horrible, so loud and 
wild, mingled with howls, and, as it were, 
the nttle in the throat, that we were electri- 
fied with dread, and obliged to lay hold Of 
hiih until he was relieved by getting vent 
given to tears. 

When some time had elapsed, and he had 
moderated his violence, he began to tell us, 
that he found his situation so uncomfortable 
at Jndiville, that he was determined to re. 
move. 

" I hope,** said I, "it is not your intention 
to abandon your family ?'* 

I do not think that there was in this any 
great cause for offence, and it was a naturid 
question, seeing how truly uncomfortable Uie 
poor man was at home : for where was he 
to find comfort, while he had yon obstrepier- 
ous randy at bis side ? It, however, had the 
effect of changing his pale countenance to 'a 
fierce scarlet, and his eyes to fire ; while Mr. 
Herbert, with an admonitory backward touch* 
warned me that I was going too far, at the 
same time addressing him to the following 
effect : 

" We have seen your misfortune with pain, 
ful sympathy ; but, Mr. Bell, can you hejM 
that any change of scene will cure it 7" 

" Go where I may, that must be borne ; 
but there is no obligation upon me to bear the 
purse-proud contumely of this place ?*' 

. " Nay,'* iateiposed Mr. Herbert ; " I do 
not think that anything of the kind has ever 
been shown to you, at least to justify Ian. 
jgvMge so unmeasured. Mr. Todd has te(d 
me, that you have been disappointed in not 
getting the church, and, in common with all 
your other fnendsrh* laments it; but yon 
should consider, that he could not prevent the 
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'lii«fliodiMi ffom bfinf flM more' poweilU 
Meet in the town." 

'•It was inffictixig a pnbtie dishonor npoa 
me," w«0 the angraeioue reply. *• I can sah- 
fliit with TesignBdon to the pnhlie hntnilia- 
tiOD whieh yov have witnessed ; but I isiU 
not allow my aaered vesture to be trodden by 
Ihe vulgar like a base seoalaiftf." 
> Mr. Herbert was plainly d i aeompoeed by 
lids Weak sailyof priesdy eonceit, and looked 
at me as much as to say,' <* The poor man is 
not in a state to be ireasoned widi;' but 
though I pitied him and his family from the 
bottom of my heart, I eould not refrain from 
temariong that he did not rii^tly eonslder the 
■MB. Tlut the ehufeh iiaving, mfortanately, 
been made a matter of money speeolatioii, 
Ibe truatoea, of whom I was one, wove boand 
to procure the beat rent for it we could, and 
tha Meibodiats had, by giviqg the moely ob- 
tained the preference. 

Bat it ifaa of no use 4o reaaon with him. 
The world was oat of joint with him ; Pro- 
vidence had poored aand between the aoat 
of maU and the galled akin; thia irritation 
oottld not he appeaaed. Though he affected 
to make Uttle A hia ealamitf , aa ooropaied 
with the mortification he had met with in 
being disappointed of Uie chnich, it waa yet 
jnanifest, that the former was the iron ^t 
had entered his soul, and which made him 
an ol^ect of compassion, wincing under the 
conacionaness of being so. Tnujr, he was 
that night a man to be regarded with an eye 
of pity ; so grievously did he struggle to put 
the world in the wrong, while his conscience 
was ever and anon pricking him with a sharp 
.gead for having married that woman ; know- 
ing, as he ought to have done, that it was 
then too late to redeem his sacerdotal cha- 
.racter from the blemish of their foU/. 

We talked much and long of his situation, 
but he appeared riveted in resolution to leave 
the town, and all we could that night bring 
him to, was a reluetant consent to complete 
the year with us, of which upwards of four 
months remained unexpired. It may be 
thought, considering his troublesome temper, 
and the small credit we had by his wife's 
conduct, that I need not have been so anx- 
ious to keep him ; but, with all his faults, he 
had many good points ; he was an excellent 
teacher, though his scholars never had the 
pleasant breeding of those who were taught 
by Mr. Herbert. In the pulpit he liad but 
few equals, either for pith or marrow ; more, 
over, when the memory of his early indiscre. 
tion was absent, no man could be a more 
conversable companion: but this is not the 
place to expatiate on his worth, or to show 
, forth the more than brazen doors, and bolts 
atld bars of adamant, wherewith he held his 
desperate passions in captivity. 
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** Ilia troublw that afflict tlM just 
In aambOT many ba.** 

Tbski are no fools like old ones ; and ao I 
found to iny cost in the affair of Mrs. Cock- 
apur and Mr. Herbert : after they had next 
day been more than two hours cooing and 
laying their nebs together like two young 
lily-white doves, he came back to me, with- 
out having done any thing to the purpose ; — 
no doubt, he had partly warned me that such 
was likely to be the result of the visit ; but I 
expected, when they met, it would have 
proved different. It was really provoking, 
after the trouble f had taken, and the clever 
monoBuvres which, with the help of Charles^ 
I had ao well performed, to see the sfwine 
driven through Uie marriage without rhyme 
or reason. 

'* I have had," aaid he, when he returned 
— ** I have had a aatisfactory explanation 
with Mrs. Cockspur." 

'* I'm rejoiced to hear it,'* was my anawer t 
" and have you fixed the day 1 and when is it 
to be 7" 

" Not^o fast, Mr. Todd : to speak in your 
own atyle, aged persons must walk slowly : 
we both agreed, considering the objections of 
her family ** 

*'I>ear me, Mr. Herbert," cried I, almost 
in a pet with him, <* what for did ye consider 
them at all? Ye oi^bt to Imve done no 
Buch thing; but joat after a couthy«cradL 
about aiUd iang syne, and the well and the 
woe ye have met with, come to a oatastropfae, 
and settled the day. But what have ye 
dene ?" 

<* And considering that we are oomelvea 
both old •- " 

'< Old ! that's the very reason why the wed- 
ding shoald be soon j yon have no time to 
lose." 

** Yes, Mr. Todd ; and it is also the reason 
why it ought not to be at all. Since Heaven 
haa been pleased to bring ns together at a 
period when all pretence to passion on either 
side would be ridiculous^ we can pass the 
brief remainder of our days in the reciproci- 
tiea of friendship." 

"Snufiies of friendship! — ^ye'il be taking a 
pinch out of her box; saying, < That's excel- 
lent rappeO V and then she'll praise yours 
much, and say, ' Heh ! what a fine Maeeaba !' 
— ^reciprocities, indeed ! Mr. Herbert, you 
have dissppmnted me; I thought ye had 
more spunk — I have a great mmd to cut you 
out" 

Although all this on my part waa said half 
in jeat, I was 3ret seriously disturbed ; hot a 
moment'a reflection instructed me that I ought 
to leave the tender pair — the innocent three- 
scoreHng»^now that their interootfrse waa 
renewed, to the effects of thne and opportu- 
nity. Aeoordingly, afrei^ some furtiier light 
cptivenaaony we ginAvMy tM^d from the 
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fUupose of manlike lo talk of my intention of 
revinting my fatlMBrj wbieh-we agxeed might 
be easify' eattied into eiiect in the couiae 
of the following sprihg; and, therefore, it 
waa determined that night that Mr. Herbert 
should finally come to JndiTille without far- 
ihal' delay. 

In the mean time, the wing whieh was 
ndding to the premises of Hoskins and Todd, 
ibr tii6 acOomodation of the bank, l^d been 
neaify fiidshed, and notice given to the in^ 
liBbhrnfa of Babelmandel when the sehool 
-would be closed there, in order that they 
ttHgfat providethemsehres in time with another 
master. This took place when the final ar- 
langements for opemng the bank were made, 
but no master had yet ofiered ; >which vexed 
me a good deal, fer it is pitiable to see how 
'soon the seeds of original sin sprout up in the 
dispositions of the young, if they are not 
•ariy placed under the pruning care of a 
teacher. I felt the more, too, for the Balmui. 
dels, as we called them> from Mr. Hoskins, 
because I had been myself instramental in 
-drawing Mr. Herbeit from amongst* them. 
This -induced me to put a notice in ** Tsffi 
SyjttrsRi** ottr newspaper, oiiering the sum of 
twenty dollars to any capable man, with an 
unblemished character, who would undertake 
^e mana^ment of the school, in oi^er to 
lessen 'in some measure the loss which my 
•old neighbours were about to sustain. Seve- 
ral candidates made their appearanee; and 
among others Dr. Murdoch, the e<Utor of Uie 
paper. 

I was a good deal surprised when he pro- 
posed himself, for the printing concern and 
&ie book store were both thriving ; besides, 
he was not the kind of man' I was inclined to 
encourage, for^ like the poor minister's wife, 
be had faHen into a way of drinking, and I 
had E#9n him myself standing in a hovering 
state, with unsettled eyes, behind the half 
door of the store, and with an extraordinary 
waistrie of anuff on his starchless and dang- 
ling bosom frill. Rather, however, than the 
school should remain void, I had half made 
up thy mind to anrange with him for ti quarter 
of a year, and to ^ve' bim the twenty dollars, 
when Bailie Waft, who had heard something 
of what was intended, came to me. 

"Magsty me," quoth the bailie, "^ere 
can be no veracity in yon story, that every 
body's talkinjg^ about.*' 

•♦Whatstory'?*- saidl. 

" That convinces me," replied he ; '* I 
knew It could not ^^be true that you would 
give a sum of money to the like of yon bam- 
boozled gill stoup, Dr. Mordooh, to take up 
the school at Babelmandel. it would be a 
great weakness, Mr. Todd^ and a blemish in 
die side of 3rour clear and bright character— 
BO I said when I heard it, and so I tell to 
yeursel', for ye*!! never find me making a fool 
of a gentleman behind his ba^.** . 

« Rei^, Mr. Waft, I fear there kr moie 



trndi in it tlun 1 4SoQld wtob^re had hmd ; 
but no agreement yet has been made ; it's m 
yet but a talk," was all the answer I eevld 
make him. 

"Well, I'm blithe to hear that," waa his 
sage4ike response ; *< but,* Mr. Todd» snraly 
there is no such instance in the bosineas that 
ye could no' wait and look about yoo. For 
although ye may not be able to find sueh a 
sensible and composed orderiy man as Mr 
Herbert ; and TIL no dlspuie that Dr. Mur- 
doeh, may not have a sediment of philosephy 
and other dead languages ; stHl, it^ no' an 
impossibility, I should think, in my weak 
judgment, to find somebody that could do 
better than him. Babelmandel, as every body 
may tell, with half an eye, has not been or- 
dained to be « metmpolitan capital city, and«f 
course can have but little occasion for the ma- 
thematical branches of learning ; plain elead- 
ing does very weel for plain folk, and less mast 
serve my neighbours for their dominies thmi 
gentlemen and coUeginers, though the latlir 
should be divors." 

I had seldom heard the bailie speak more 
to the purpose, and I told hhn that his re- 
marks were judicious, and deserving of con- 
sideration. 

" I wish to goodness, bailie," said I, " that 
ye had been qualified to take up the sehool ; 
but you probably would not like the business, 
which, I can well undemtand, is most tro«- 
blesome." 

" No doubt it is a very fashions trade that 
of sohool-maistering eitber hardy lasses or 
birisey boys ; and it would take something to 
bribe me to undertake it ; but rather than 
see our school de61ed with yon firikin of foal 
stuff, I dinna know what I would not do. 
'Deed, Mr. Todd, we're in a critical jeo- 
pardy."^ • 

** It, however^ conoems you less than many 
others, Mr. Waft; you have- no bairns,'* said 
I ; ** but it's natural to have some anility on 
a matter of such importance, foi^ education 
comes home to every man's busxeess and 
bosom." 

*' You may well say business," replied he ; 
<<how could it be managed without eduea- ^ 
tion t was it not owing to the want of it, that 
our ancestors and forlMars, instead of keeping 
shops, and dealing with shears and dl«wands, 
rummaged the country in broad daylight, .. 
lifting the blackmail, and henying the webs 
and yarn of the country wives, paying for all 
with bills on Rob Roy ? Truly, Mr. Todd, 
it's a pestilent thhig to think that the bairns 
of Babelmandel should be so neglected. JHoa. 
sure, if I could afford it — ^but I cannot vBk^ 
to give my time gratis^— I would take up ^e 
school at once, until ye provide a better ;> I 
can leam the poor things reading, writing, 
and 'rithmetic, and counting as- far as tite 
rule of three, which is just as much as tiie 
likes of them require ; but it woold be a bltfik 
burning shame to hear of yon daizt Poeiar, 
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flipiBHinflr thfm mrtltinut rlimnnfT H hit fitir 
4f botde-bcvreiy. Surely, B(r. Todd, yell 
]MT«r be M far left to yoniter as to BUgBgfi 

In diii way did &e crafty bodie work 
upon me* who did not diacem hia intent for 
m \aag ttM until he aedoced me to propoee 
to him to engage for a quarter, and to allow 
iiini* in addition to the wagea, no leaa than 
tUrty dollara caah down. 

No aooner h^ I completed the bargain 
and aigned the nunute, than I was quite aure 
he wcNild contriye.aome way of getting free 
of the cdiUgatlqn before the quarter waa ended 
-however he aet out very iiiduatriottaly. 

One day, I thought it my duty to take a 
aail in oar wagon with Mr. Herbert to aee 
bow the Bohool waa coming on. The bailie 
waa proud of our yiait, and told us, among his 
medieda, that he taught hia pupiia to under- 
ataad what they tead ; and xo show ua in 

• what manner this waa done,^ he cauaed the 
boya t0 read different versea of Scripture, 
and then to expound what they had read. 

The firat examined waa a laddie, the son 
of Scotch parents ; and there being aomething 
in the Terse about ineat— - 

" Noo, Jemmie," said the professor, ** tell 
the genUemen what's meat." 

** Ifa porridge," replied, the boy. 

" Very well, Jemmie, you may sit down ;*' 
and then Willy Marshall, another of the Uke 
parentage, was called up. In his task- he 
read of the miry clay. 

" Noo, Willy, that* s very well read ; but 

• expound to the gentlemen what die psalmist, 
King Dayit, ye ken, meana by the miry 
clay." 

** Glaur," said the boy. 

** Very intelligible, indeed," qbaerved Mr. 
Herbert to the smirking instructor ; " but it 
would be equally advantageous to the boys, if 
they were taught orthography— apelling, I 
should say— rather than such abstruse learn- 
ing." . 
. *' Eapecially,'' added I, ** as they may have 

more occasion for it.*' 

"If ye're no pleaaed with my ways and 
methoda,*' exclaimed the offended, dominie, 
«ye may just take the school off my hands. 
I'm ready to give it up at a moments warn- 
ing, and I do give it up. It*s a most fashioua 
business. I rue the d&y I ever had any thing 
to do with it. I leave you in possession, Mr. 
Todd. Good morning P» With these words 
he made his e%ii in a huff, leaving Mr. Her- 
bert and me standing in a state of consterna- 
tion, looking at each other as if we had been 
two effigies on a tomb. I ought, however, 
not to have been so smprised, for it was what 
I expected, though it came rather sooner to 
pasa than I reckoned. He had not been quite 
% month in8tidled,,and, in addition to my thir- 
ty dollars, he had received a quarter's pay. 
' «ent from ^e children. Waa he n9t really a 
Paatr 



CHAPTER DL 

^'TriilMligbtaaaif 

Af«| to the JMloot, cpnficiaalifa 9^*wg 
A9 lurooft of holy writ.*' 

Amono other judicious meaauies which M& 
Hoskina early aidopted to promote the proa- 
perity of his town, was the erection of a lat- 
em on a handsome scale, nigh to our own 
premises. Between this building and liie 
house where Mr. Bell resided, a consideiabl4 
apace waa reserved, in caae the tavern ahould 
require to be enlarged. In the mean tilaet, 
the increaae of the town had been unex- 
ampled ; and a number of the carpentem and 
edier meebanica, encouraged by that circum- 
atance, had imited to build the Eagle Hotels 
on the other aide of our store, for the site of 
which, they paid the old man a liberal price* 
This rendered it improbable that the vacant 
ground adjoining to the ManHon Smue, aa 
hia tavern was called, would ever be wanted; 
and, in consequence, he aold it for three atead- 
ings, 4n which brick buUdiuga were to b^ 
erected. 

It happened* as an aecommodatioB to Mr. 
BeU, that he had been allowed to take a part 
of this vacant ground into his garden, with- 
out, however, any formal arrangement having 
been made with him req)ecting it ; and it also 
happened, on the sale, that by one of those 
inadvertencies not so rare as to become re- 
markable, Mr. Hoskins omitted to tell him. of 
the change in the property. Thus it fell out, 
aa the minister lifed in a very abstracted way 
from hearing news, that the purchasers began 
their preparations for building, before he waa 
aware the ground had been sold. It waa also 
unlucky, that, on the day immediately pre- 
ceding. Ids garden had been dressed, and a 
few roee-bushes and flowering shrubs, which 
he had procured, had been trimoji^d and newly 
fastened to the fence. This was not all. The 
day fixed for the commencement of the oper* 
ations was that on which I had accompanied 
Mr. Herbert to inspect the aehool at Babel- 
mandel. Mr. Hosjkina was also absent on 
businets at Napoleon. 

It is unnecessary to inform the courteous 
reader that workmen have but little respect 
to obstacles in their way. The men employ- 
ed to dig the foundations of the houses had 
none for Mr. Bell's garden-fenqe > and accord, 
ingly, the first thing they betook themselves 
to in the morning, was to pull it down, with- 
out even sajring to him, *' By your leave." 
The canaeqnence was, that when he beheld 
the havoc he set it down in the hook of bis 
mind as a premeditated insult, and came 
straight to the store to complain of th^ wan- 
ton waste, and the contempt with which he 
had been treated. But I was absent, and Mr. 
Hoskins waa absent — he therefore concluded 
we had both gone out of the way to avoid 
him. Considering the general iirilated state 
of his feelings, and tha recent exaeperaiti^ 
he had i^<9red &<m tb?. Qup-c^ia.of hia 
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wife in the pabiic street, ^10 aSaxr, in wiiich 1 robbed bk forehead with his haiid/ tltid aher 
BO mftn conld be said to have been blamea- a long pause, said with emotion'^ 



Me, at least intehtionally, was fblt as grieyoos 
wi^ng-— contumely embittered with misfor* 
tone. 

Two or three days after the visit to Babel- 
ttumdel, is Mr. Herbert and I were sitting in 
^e oYening by ourseWes, having partaken of 
some refreshment, Mrs. Hoakins and the girls 
being that evening with Mrs. Cookspur, learn. 
ing manners and diinking tea, Mr. Bell came 
in. The first glimpse I had of his connte* 
nance convinced me that something had gone 
awry with him ; and as he was unreasonable 
whe? excited, I resolved to say but little, and 
to let Mr. Herbert manage the conversation. 
irwas well I did so, for he at once so ad- 
dressed himself to me in the imperative mood, 
Ihat my determined forbearance was almost 
flung to the wind. 

^ Where is dus, Mr. Todd, to end ?*' said 
be, without sitting down. "My misfortunes 
famish you with merriment — the disgrace of 
my helpless family is the subject of your 
laqghter — ^my own errors, which, if penitence 
«ooid atone for error, ought to be foi^gotten, 
barb your envenomed taunts ! You bssto 



'* I sometimeB doubt, gentlemen, if I ani 
what I was. AU day an inezplicable impetus 
has been upon me. Merciful Heaven ! what 
if I be indeed mad T*^ 

** Endeavor, my good friend," rejoined Mr. 
Herbert, ** to state calmly what has befallen 
you. We feeLfor you, Mr, Bell-^but there 
must be fault or error in the cause of your 
present irritation ; /or, while we are grieved 
to see you so agitated, we cannot sympathize 
with the vehemence into which you have been 
betrayed." 

While Mr. Herbert was speaking, I per- 
ceived a great phange upon .the countenance 
of the poor man — the maniac wannees of his 
complexion became slightly tinged with redL 
his flashing eyes filled with tears, and his livid 
and quivering lips became of their wonted 
color. He then attempted to recapitulate his 
supposed injuries, but, as he proceeded, the 
stoiy appeared so inconclusive, and to hang 
so loosely together, that he evidently felt he 
had magnified its incidents to himself, and 
paused in embarrassment. It was, howevel^ 
for a moment, for he 'immediately said; 
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favors upon me, ui order that by publicly tear- T with a pathetic simplicity that penetrated the 



ing them back you may expose me to the de^ 
rision of the world ! Sirj you are ingenious 
in your oppression — ^but though you evaded 
my just reproaches this morning, I have come 
to make you know that I ehaU not be Injared 
with impunity." 

This frafttic accusation seemed so like the 
nve of actual InsaniQ', that the indignation it 
at first provoked was changed into compas- 
sion, and I refMied, with solicttatioa in my 
voice — 

*<fiit down, Mr. Bell, and let us nnderatand 
ia what you have been wronged, and how I 
hive incurred reproaches' that would make me 
base indeed, if any truth were in them. That 
you ore very unhappy has long been evident 
to oil your friends, but— -i-" 

*< I trouble no one with my unhiMipiness,*' 
exclaimed the nnfortonate man, his rage al- 
most mostering his faculty of speech. *<I 
bear in silence and solitude the anguish of the 
curse- tfiat clings to me ; but I will not submit 
to wrong." 

Hart Mr. Hori>ert interposed and said, in 
bis mild and gracious manner—^ It is evi. 
dent, M^. Bell, that there is some misconcep. 
tion on 3K>ar port You are angry upon sup- 
porition% It is not creditable to give way to 
such violence, when you may be so easily sat* 
lafied. Bxplaxn in what ybu conceive your- 
mV aggrieved, and I am sure, if wrong bos 
been done, it will be speedily redressed." 

The firm, sedate quietude of Mr. Herbert 
eould never be reaisied, and Mr. Bell ac- 
knowledged itainflneace by immediately tak- 
int e eeat, and looking eamesily first at me 
and then at Mr, Herbert, awed, but naore ia 

wewlttf «l«pof than in def(ic«|i€f i H0 th^n 



heart, ** Surely this is not all T* and ho wept 
like a sorrowfiil child. 

I rose and took his hand, and assured him 
of my respect and kiftd regard. I beseeched 
him to drive from him every idea of his hu* 
miiiation being treated with levity by me or 
any of his friends, and concluded by sajiog, 
that I truated Heaven would mitigate his af- 
flictions." 

**}n what way can itl" cried he, wildly, 
" unless I dfrwhat your alarm at my bloody 
hands has put into my head. I am- haunted 
by a fiend, urging me to choko her by the 
throat." . 

Mr. Herbert lifted his shuddering hands at 
this sad confession. I was so stunned that I 
reeled from the spot and had almost fallen on 
the floor, when a frightful scream, instantly 
succeeded by howls and shouts, rose in the 
street, and recalled me to myself. A mo- 
mentary glance at the minister told me that 
the turbulence was caused by his wife, for, 
at the sound, he had instantaneously crossed 
his legs, bent his head, and, covering his face 
with his hands, cramped himself up wf th k 
terrific eneigy into a knot: 

The noise out of doors spread loader and 
wilder ; it became tamultuous ; and then there 
was a long yelling ^owl, as if the multitude 
were miming in pursuit of something. It sud- 
denly ceased, and cries and piercing ehrieks 
of terror and alarm arose. * 

Mr. Herbert at once guessed tbe cause, and 
immediately went out. I would have follow- 
ed, but conld not leave Mr. Bell in the fearfdl 
state he was in. 

f * I fear« dr;** said I, «* this uproar hoe sotne^ 
tlOaf to do with yo«Er mrow.'* 
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Ee took no notioo, bat enmcbtd hinMwlf, 
if it were poetible, i«to doeer coacentration, 
prbile be trembled ail over like the aepen tree. 

** Shell I leave yuo» Mr. Bell, to aecertaio 
wbat te going on f " 

" There's no need, no need* no need V* wu 
hie hurried and painftil answer, without slack- 
ening bis constndnt, or changing his position. 

Altef a considerable paua^i Isaidi diffident. 
ly, ** Perhaps, sir, yoa might get b^r home 7" 

•'Ha, fiend!" cried he, starting with the 
lury and looks of a demon, " tempt me no 
Inr&ier! God, snatdi me from this buni- 
ing f* and he cast himself violently down, and 
lay for some time on the fieor* panting as if 
be had escapod from some terrible struggle. 

I could give lum no assistance, but I stood 
over him, hoping, as the noise was subsiding, 
be would gradually also become calmer, when 
the shrill cries were heard of two children in 
distress, passing nndar the window. He 
startledr— he listened — his vehement breath- 
ing was suspended, and be attempted to rise. 

** They are mine ! they are mine !" be ex- 
claimed, with accents of inexpressible an- 
guish* and fell back insensible. In that con- 



ing triamphiQg and clapping her hnida m the 
odious foolery of boastful dninkeonesn. A 
great crowd of alarmed and di^roaied specta- 
tort stood in silence on the shore. The pietil 
of her situation had hushed their ribaldry^ aad 
they awaited her fate, many expreaaing their 
indignant wishes th^t it iaight be speedily 
consununated. 

In the mean time, several .young uea bad 
gone up. the river to the Napoleon Ferry, with 
ropes, to cross to the opposite side, in order 
to assist her from the bridge; and they 
reached the bridge just as we C4nis in flffht. 
They were not long in flinging an end of the 
rope to her, which they called to her to fiUtea 
to the boat-ring ; Mr. Herbert entreating them 
not to be in aoch haste, for she was in no 
condition to fasten it properly, and begged 
and prayed, though the evening was closing, 
to let her remain as she wa^ until her reaaoa 
was in some degree roeevered. T^ advice 
they hooded not, but took tboir owu way. 

After some three or four attempts, she auc« 
ceeded in catching the rope, but Kefiused to 
fasten it at all. She then cast the boat^a rope 
loose, and instantly was swung round beyond 



dition he remained for some time. Ashebewhe end of ihp finished pact of tho bridge 



gpn to recover, the uproar took a new turn; 
the sound of many feet was heard borryingin 
the street, and sudden, abort, low» deep mut. 
lirings, as of peojdb in horror and great haste. 

" What is that 7" cried he. ** In the naoM 
of Heaven, wbat has happened Y* 

*<0b, my mother!'* at the same instant, 
cried his eldest boy, thundering on the door. 
f* My mother has thrown herself in|o the fer* 
iy.boat, and pushed off into the middle of the 
stftiam ehe will be over the falls— 'nobody 
can help her*** 

' The miaerable husband leaped up, and was 
instantly out of the house, followed by his 
son. I, too, ran to the river's brink. 

CHAPTER X. 

— — •• If yoa e'«r munr. 
May you meet a (ood wift." 

Tub stream ran so strong at the ferry that 
the boat was taken across by the force of the 
current acting on the helm, counteracted by a 
cape, on which she swung like a pendulum. 
Close below the. ferry, the old :bridge was then 
being constructed from the opposite bank of 
the river, but the rope was not long enough to 
allow the boat to reach it, which the infatuat* 
•d woman had, in h«r madness, embafked to 
do. Jumping on boaid, she pushed^into the 
atream, and not being acquainted with the use 
of the rudder, was presently in the middle of 
it, where the boat hung at the end of the rope« 
jk few leet above the bridge. 
. When we reached the baidi of the river, 
the devoted creature, incapable of returning 
as of proceeding, and equaUy so of reaching 
that portion of the bridge by which she nught 
have attained lkmfifB9m$» aho»> wasetattd^ 



The young men called aloud, ** Ho^d fast !" 
the apectators echoed the cry; but,regsinileas 
of them, the wietch shouted, " Who^s afraid T* 
and dropping the rope, was hurled down tbe 
stream. , Instantly the crowd was wildly in 
motion. The great falls were little more than 
a. mile below: the banks, ragged and tusky 
with fallen trees, were ip few plaoes acoeasi- 
ble ; but, insensible to hiff daniseE, she stood 
erect in tbe boat, hallooing and rfjoking, 
while every witness was overwhelmed wiSi 
horror. 

The young men who were on the opposite 
Bide of the river, as well as those who were 
in the crowd on ours, kept pace with the boat^ 
and by a bold effort, one of them flui^ an end 
of their rope on board, and it waa atf^ed, but 
only for an instant ; for the jerk, in catclang^ 
tagged it out of her grasp. At thAt ^moment 
she seemed to be awakened to hor £ate, fior 
she uttered a wild cry, and sat dowa cower* 
ingly in the boat; 

All this time hef miserable husband, with 
his hands clasped, and followed by their waxb. 
ing children, was eadeavorulg td keep up irith 
the increasing speed of the devoted boat^ At 
last we eamo in siifht of the apray^ tbeii^ 
and the veige of the catara»t The /crowd 
atood still — the boat afa^t domi thi» zapids 
above tbe falls like an arrow fipom the bow« 
Between die rapids and the falls was the4ei«l 
part of the stream, tbe same where we, in oar 
excursion, laid hold of the sunkea tree. ThsM 
was nothing in it then. 

For a moment^ at the iaot of the rapids the 
boat seemed to make a panse, and the viotlm 
atartsd up, evidendy sobered, and, by bar 
geatures, aensible of her inevitable doom : so 
aUoonchided^fec th0 gboiM of the 
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dM«a«d b«r yoice. Bui ia that pftue ihera 
W8B no hope ; a Tortax in tha eddy awept the. 
boat hack into the atream. Mc Bell graaped 
my aoB ; and in an instant she was launched 
into the cloud of spray» disappearing for ever 

Before I had half reooyered from the ahock 
of thia wofal spectacle, some one plucked me 
by the coat taU. I turned^ quickly round — ^it 
waa Bailie WafL « What do you think of 
that?" said he; *'i8 not that a judgment 1" 
I pnahad^ him indignantly from me, and ra- 
tuxned with Mr. Bell into the town. 

It would have been a vain parade to have 
aaid one word of condolence to the afflicted 
miniatar, whose agitated and warring feelings 
were abundantly obvious. But though it was 
a moat tragical catastrophe, na sincere human 
being could deny it was a gentle^ nay, a de- 
airable dispenaation. 

Between that accident and the period of 
my departure for Scotland, which was fixed 
for the February of the following spring, no- 
thing of particular note occurred either to ma 
or to the town, which continued to progress 
in a moat surprising manner, 

I made with Mr. Herbert satisfactory ar- 



langamanla for my abaaoAa* whi^ I iiiiande4 
ahould not exceed six months, though I pn^. 
vided, in caae of accidents, for a year; for 
who knows, said I to him, but I may find 
some buxom widow, or welUhained spinster, 
willing to come out with me to America t 
and for that chattce it behoved me to have a 
few apare weelis to come and go upon. Many 
a true prophecy is uttered in light words. At 
that time, every idea of marrying again waa 
far from my imagination ; indeed, I was, early 
after my arrival in America, made sensibly 
that a man in a foreign coiintiy should chooae 
his wife from among the daughters thereof. 

When the time appointed for my departure 
arrived, I set out in a wagon, as concerteiL 
to take my passage from New-York^ attended 
by the good wishes of all my acquaintance. 
This waa an occasion which Bailie Waft 
could not miss ; Jie was there in tl^. assem- 
bled crowd, and as thb wagon drove off, he 
c^a shouting after it, crying : 

" Mr. Todd, Mr. Todd, mind you dinna 
forget yon.** 

** What?** cried I, stopping the vehicle. 

'• To bring a wife with yon." . 



PART VII. 



CHAPTER I. 



" From the dark bine lea returning — 
From far, far lands I come. 
All, wherefore cwelb my boeom 1 • 
All tilest it my home." 

I roimD, on my arrival in New.York, the 
good ahip Fanny, commanded by Capt. Daniel 
H. Braine, on the eve of saiHng for Crreanock 
on the river Clyde. I took my paaaage in 

her a cabin passage. What a d^erenca in 

tiie equipage of my ratom home to Scotland, 
and the caravan of hnman catde in which I 
bade adieu to my nathre land ! 

The period of the abip*a departure allowed 
me oiriy two daya to spend in the city among 
my old friends and acquaintances, bnt I made 
it a hnkk time, for I did aot omit to call on a 
aingle one. Had I been a lord or prince, I 
could not have been received by them .with 
kilMer welcomea. It affimied great pleaaure 
to Mr. Primly to hear that my eon Robin waa 
condncting himaalf ao 'creditably waU ; and 
Mr. Ferret likewiae expressod himself with a 
warm regard tar die lad, who wanted, aa he 
said, but a ateady hand to goide him, I have 
spent few such daya ef blithe hoapitality aa 
thoee two in New-Yortt. 

Bat the time was not altoAiathar given to 
leereation and pleaaura: I had an eye to 
bnalneas and pwfit alao. The fame of oar 
BetdanaM bF lUa lima, liko that of 6hiUi9 



Moria's fathar, had waxen wide, and many 
adventurous mechanics and other aponsihle 
persons^ hearing that I, the celebrated Mr. 
Lawrie Todd, of Judiville, was in town, called 
to learn the particulara of the encouragement 
we gave to settlers ^and many, in ccoa^- 
quence of what I tola them— <and I made it 
a point to tell nothing but the dry truth — aet 
out for the land of promise. These, aa I 
afterwards heard, drew numbers of their com- 
panions after them, insomuch that Mr. Her- 
bert informed me in a letter, which I received 
while in Scotland, that my visit to New York 
had not been worth less than a hundred fami- 
lies to the population of our town. 

On the morning of the day appointed for 
the ship's departure, I went on board with the 
other paasangera ; and the wind, thongh light, 
being favorable, we got beyond the Hook 
before dark — all in high spirits. Early in the 
night the wind began to freahen, and the ship 
to drive aside the foaming waters at a br&va 
rata. But though thia waa sailing cheerily to 
the seamen, itgwaa a aore thing. to the paasen- 
gara : we wefe all laid up in oi^ bertha, and 
a fiah that haa swallowed a hook, and is pulled 
by the fisherman, camiot have a more.diaor- 
deied atomaah than waa mine. But, in the 
end, we had no great cause to complain. In 
the comae of two and twenty days from the 
dati of our departujpa from Now York, wo 
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loand OQfBelTes entering the Firth of Clyde, 
Sorely, oavigatioii has been greatly improved 
•Ixice I Bailed from Leith in the year 1794, 
for we were then no leas than eight weeks in i 
coming across the Atlantic. 

On entering the Firth of Cljrde, scenting 
'the pleasant smell of the pHlftt reek from the 
bland of Arran, and seeing the Craig of Ailsa 
lising blue before us, the thought of my fa- 
ther^ home, and the sunny days of my green 
years, invested my spirit as with a mantle of 
remembrance. Though there waa nothing 
in the scene that much rembled the lands on 
Ihe coaats of the Forth, save only Ailsa, which 
is not unlike the Bass-^but to my eyes then 
it seemed smaller — ^I yet saw many objects 
that rscalled the incidents of the day that I 
sailed from Leith, and my breast was filled 
with an ovetflowing of sweet thankfulness to 
Troyideice, for having brought me back in 
prosperity. 

Off a headland they call the Clough, a pilot 
came on board— poor man, he was very 
hoarse— and conducted the ship up to the 
quays of Greenock, where we landed. I was 
advised to go to a tavern they call the Ton- 
tine, a handsome house, but nothing in com- 
parison with some of the iiotels of New York. 
There I was obliged to stay all night, owing 
to some fasherie with the custom-house aboul 
getting our trunks landed ; and next morning 
I embarked in one of the steamboats to Gles^ 
gow. But, dear me ! what a small commodity 
she was to the floating palaces on the North 
River — and then the polluting coal-smoke ! 
I began to think for the first time, Hke the 
Yankees, that surely, indeed, Europe was far 
behind America in improvements ; and I was 
grieved to think so. Bat my spirits were a 
tittle cheered, when I heard that the credit 
of making the first prMticable steamboat was 
due to a Scotchman, then residing at Helefns- 
buigh, a village opposite to Greenock, but 
yfho had not at that time received any boon 
Tor his ingenuity. The princely merchants 
of Glasgow have, however, I underatand, 
'since made him comfortable for life. It is 

* not so, I am sorry to say, with the family of 
Mr. Fuiton, who did so much for the river 
trade and tra.velling of the United States. 

The sail from Greenock toward Glasgow, 

' ithough the river is sm^er, opens many more 

romantical prospects than the Hudson ; and 

for steeples, all built of stone, Glasgow, it 

must be allowed, holds a prouder head than 

* 'Kew York. But her steeples are often in 
'the douds, saving on Sunday; such a town 

for smoke and lofty lums is scarcely to be 
paralleled ; Glasgow being a great place of 
itianufactories, where kettles *do the work of 
men, and iron wheels make cotton cloth better 
' than malcontent weavers. 

I stayed in Ghisgow die remainder of the 



' the Star Inn, which in a sense m^t compare 
i^ the new htteliirfaieh Ih^ateocitftell mo- 



cfaanics were' building at Ji<diiiriHe,-ftQii wkAeh 
was neariy finished when I came away; but 
it had neither balconies nor piauas, and in 
other respects was of a meaner grade. In« 
deed, I was rather hurt to see the accommo* 
dation of taverns and hotels generaUy in Scot, 
land so far behind those in America, even 
though the reason given was undeniiible. 
The taverns in SeoUand are but places for 
travellers and wayfaring people to .put up at; 
whereas in America they are the homes of 
unmarried men, and those who have not 
taken to housekeeping. 
' But if for steamboats and taverns I can 
make no brag for Scotland, I was perfec^y 
amazed when I came to walk round Glasgow, 
with one of my fellow-travellers, who had 
been long absent, and who pointed out to me 
the landmarks of the improvemnts which had 
taken place within his remembrance. Upon 
my word, Leddy New York, you must mount 
upon pattens before ye stand as high as Lucky 
Glasgow, either for improvements or increase 
of population within the same space of time. 

The nejct morning I went on to EMinborgk 
in a stage coach'^-most c(^fortable it was, 
as compared with those leather whirlwinds 
that brought me from Utica to Albany. 
Here, indeed, the superiority of the old coun- 
try was manifest, both by the vehicles and 
the roads being of the first grade : I would 
have, given a cent had Mr. Hoskins been 
with me, both on account of the smooth feli- 
city of the travelling! and to see the fine, 
open, and cleared country through which we 
passed, with stdn0 wallS} and not a tree to be 
seen, compared with the American regions 
of stumps and stones, log-houses and snake- 
fences*. 

On my^reaching Bdinbnrgh, I resolved to 
stop as short as posaiblej being anxious to get 
on to Bonny town that night; so I took a 
hasty snack at the Black Bull inn .at the bead 
of Leith Walk, wheoe the coach put up, and 
got into the Dalkeith coach in good time to 
have been at my father's before dark. But 
it was a paralitical ceateyancer, as dislocated 
as a Utica stage, and drawn by cripple cattle, 
so that our pr^resa was almost as alow as it 
would have been in America, when the frost 
is coming out of the ground; s^r was it 
helped by the beggariy bachle breaking 
down. 

The accident brought the night upon us 
before we reached Dalkeith ; neverthdisea I 
resdved to walk to Bonny tpwn, for I kne^w 
1^ road welL Accordingly, leaving my bag- 
gage at the inp, I made no halt, but set for- 
ward by the light of the rising moon, recog- 
niaing, as I retraoed the race-course of my 
yonth-— if one may so speak, whoee gallop 
was never better ih0t a hirple-f^many an c^d 
familiar thkig. 



day I left Greenock, in a tavern 4hey called Drawing near . to the village, I slackened 



my pace, and Indulged my fancy in nntici- 
piitiiig the plesimw I ex|)«.<3t«A ^ «i\i«r 
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among my eailieat and oldett friends ; tii^e 
aatirfariHw it would give my fa^Mr to hoar of 
niy-saoooasy and the gratificatioa with which 
I would emhnce my prodigal boy. My heart 
had| aa it were, wiogat and could Ay, and 
my spirit was aa gay aa the oock when he 
rouaes the morning. 

Twon^ years had wrought hut few changes 
In the appearance of the village. The old 
church was a little altered in effecti by two 
of the churchyard elms being cut down. I 
forgave the parish for that aacrilege, hut not 
for. living enclosed the churchyard with a 
high wall, which hid the grave-stones from 
ifao gtimpees of the moon, though it was done 
to protect the dead from violation. As I ad- 
▼anoedf.it disooi^certed me to seo, instead of 
the snug thatched cottage, with brightly 
whitewashed window -cheeks, the cosy inn 
of other d^ys, Lucky Clattoratoap's public, a 
gawky, raw looking, two^story new house, 
with a great glarings sign of a soldier«oi6cer 
on honeback, daring the moon, and telling 
the world, in golden letters, that cuuld not be 
big enough, " Waterloo Inn, James Gallons, 
. Vintner." But I did not tarry long looking at 
the audacious nsurpatioUf for my father's 
humble dwelling waa only a few doors higher 
np the street,' and I hastened towards it. 

But I had not proceeded many steps, jvhen 
I waa startled by the appearance of a number 
<ff women comi/lg out of the house. Can I 
, have been expected 2 have they been assem. 
bled to welcome me ? — and 1 waa on the 
point of rushing forward, when a chill fell 
.upon my epirit. Why have tliey bee;i i^U as. 
sembled there ? said I, in some degree awe- 
atmck and hesitating to go on. 

Two of the matrons, ror they were all eld. 
erJEy, came down the street, and passed near 
me, but I had not power to ask them a ques* 
tion ; for the hollow and under voice in which 
they fpoke to c#ch other sounded ominous. 
One of them happened to say, loud enough 
to be heard, *• I am too late." The w<nx1s 
made me shi«dd«r, and I involuntarily re. 
peated them as I hastened forward toward the 
door. " Whafs the mattes?" cried I, softly 
but eagerly, to a young gentleman, who, at 
the moment I reached it, was coming out. 
I did not recognize him ; but he replied in 
the voice of my boBs ** The old man is no 
more !'* 

•"^^^^^^^^■"" 

CHAPTB& II. 

** Oh cMfeM b6lov«d in Min« 
VfhmB oft mj ctuelan Qhililbood.Mny'd, 
A stranger yet to poio." 

Such is the life of man — toil and disap- 
pointment. The day is too short; our 
strength insufficient to satisfy the greed of 
ftvarioe. Our doom is labor, , our oamings 
dust} thf fruit oultivatsd with so muoh Pare 
oontalM but aahea. All i« vanity \ 

i^«h wfM th* luhataAO* of M cUud 9f i«d 



the coipae of my firthor. Rich and proapte 
ou8,.and untarnished in my integrity, I had 
come to receive his last blessing. Gladness 
and generosity glowed in my bosom. Wi^ 
more than the hopes of my youth realized, I 
had returned to the scenes of my childhood ; 
the anticipationa of ambition were in blos- 
som> and the fruit of many was set. There 
was but one in all the earth whom the mani. 
ficenf'tale of Providence could have awak. 
ened to disinterested thankfulness, alid there 
he lay, apparelled for the tomb. It was then 
diat I first felt the truth of Mr. Herbert's 
opinions on old age ; and I trembled to think 
that, by the course of nature, 1 now myself 
stood next to the grave. 

To meet contempuous Death instead of my 
father, who had so kindly loved me, was truly 
a stunning blow. It shattered, as it were, my 
whole mind, and my thoughts were as frag' 
ments. I could determine nothing ; I scarce, 
ly even recollected that I had seen my con- 
trite son at the door. Poor lad I he ascribed # 
to resentment that absence with which I was 
visited, and my seeming indifference to him, 
and he retired to the garden to deplore my 
displeasure. I saw him not again that night, 
for I spent it alone with the dead. 

Early in the morning, before sunrise, the 
afflicted youth, unable longer to endure the 
thought of being cast off &om my affection, 
came into the room. At the sight of him, I 
reproached myself for having so slightly heed- 
ed him ; but before I could speak, he took 
my hand, and looking for a moment on the 
still remains, oa the bed, he said with an en. 
treating voice, " Oh, my father V** I fell upon 
his neck and wept ; and since that time I 
have never spoken to him of bis imprudence, 
nor breathed reproach for the anguish he had 
caused. It was a reconciliation hallowed 
and ratified in the mysterious presence of un- 
retracting Death. 

Mrs. Cradler, whom, from the first illness, 
my father engaged to attend him, being by 
this time astir, I went to her, and learnt, with 
a pang not to be expressed, that his departure 
had not taken place much more than an hour 
before my arrival. Had I not stopped in 
Glasgow, but come straight on, I had seen • 
him alive, and in the full enjoyment of his 
faculties. 

I then arranged with her respecting how the 
funeral should be conducted ; and with seem- 
ing reluctance she acquiesced in my opinion* 
that it should in all things be plain, and suit- 
able to his humble station. It did not appear 
to me, though I could afford it, that it would 
be discreet to show a solemn pageant moving 
from the dooi of a lowly thatched cottage ; 
and therefore my directions to James Draw- 
ers, the cabinet-maker, on© of my father's 
oldest friends, were, " Let all things be done 
in ordwi tiud nothing dona that the deceawd 
3¥9uld Wmialf havf dlaannyoved," B^^^ w 
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needful in the patiah, and it made them com- 
fortable through the course of the next winter. 

The day after the interment I went back 
with my son to Edinburgh, in a postchaise 
which I hired for that purpose ; and I was 
gratified to hear from the profeasors, whose 
classes he had attended^ that he was eonaid. 
ered a youth of good talent and fair promise. 
One in particular spoke of him in a warm 
atrain, and did not &ink that either his Now 
York pranks, or the duel, would be a mot in 
his marriage* 

Having thus, in some measare, pacified my 
anxieties concerning the lad, I placed him a 
boarder with a respectable motherly matron, 
one Mrs. Thrifty, the widow of a buigher 
minister, without offspring, that lived in the 
sixth flat up five stairs of a land of houses, 
No. 159 Drummond street. This bein^ done, 
I returned the same night in the chaise ' to 
Bonny town, and took up my abode in my an- 
cient home, until I should have time to re- 
fleet on what was meet to be done ; for the 
death of the venerable man had discomposed 
all my plans. 

Sometimes I thought of returning straight 
back to America ; at others, I was inclined to 
visit some of the marvels of the country, hav. 
ing seen but few of them before I left it. 
Then I proposed a jaunt to behold the famous 
city of London, in order to see the King, and- 
the other objects of curiosity there ; but, upon 
the whole, my mind lay more to resting among 
the pleasant places of my youthful days, for 
the time I intended to stay in Scotland, which 
was originally meted to be six months, and 
might be prolonged to a year. The result, 
however, was u mixture of all these projects, 
and what happened in carrying them into ef- 
fect ^U be duly related as the events come 
to pass. In the mean time I retained &e 
worthy Mrs. Cradler to be my housekeeper, 
and got the house put into a state of repair, 
of which it stood in some need. In that job 
I employed, of course, old Mr. Drawers, with 
strict i[\j unctions that he was only to renew, 
but not to alter the fashion of any thing ; no, 
not so much as a nail. He was not, however, 
overly pleased with my particularity, and more 
than once, when he came in of an evening to 
crack with me about the Americans, he hinted 
that my fashious vineerings would cost as 
much as would go a great way towards an 
entire refatchiamento, which he explained 
was the craft term for building a new one. 

I have already said that the village seemed 
but little changed as I approached it by moon- 
light; but when I had leisure to examine it 
in the broad day, I soon saw that time had not 
dealt with it more tenderly than with the looks 
of the inhabitants. The houses were shrunken 
with old age and decay ; they all appeared 
eaner, and of ruder fabrication than I 

nght they were in former '^days, hn\ the 
^ter hand^marks of a trimmer generation j 
*Taced in many places. The kail. I 






yards showed abrigi&ter asBOrtueiit of flow- 
ers : the increase waa moat viaiblei and the 
big stones had been iK>Ued oat of the middle 
of the streets, and wen giithered here and 
there into heaps to be Macadamized. In toe 
of the heaps was a large black one, which I 
recognized aa the door-aeat of Mrs. Musket, 
tlie spaewife, where, in h6r campitigs, she oaed 
to ait and tell the children of the battles she 
had seen, and the fat frows and fums of Plan, 
ders. I caused the stone to be removed and 
placed at the door-cheek of my home, a tea- 
timony and memorial of lattg syne. 

It was chiefly, however, among the inhabi- 
tants that the ehangfe was most remarkable. 
That excellent disciple of John Calvin, Mr. 
Hyssop, th^ minister, waa no more, and his 
inquisitive lady had also gone to investigate 
the cofi^ artd accommodations- of Ddath. 
The schoolmaster was still alive, but super- 
annuated and blind. Itiad him often brought 
to me, and he told me many a cheerful as 
well as sad tale of my achoolfellows ; we had 
a good Iftogfa over a tumbler of toddy at .the 
prank Alek Preston played me with the pri- 
vateer. Venturesome Plato, that had come 
from India an ofllc^r vrith a fortune, and taken 
the fine house of Hollycot; at Lasswade, had 
never been to see Bonnytown since hia return, 
because it waa a low place. But ari the cour- 
teous reader is not probaMy much aeqnainted 
with the inhabitants of onr village, I need not 
bestow my tedionsneas apon t& subject at 
greater length. 

If the hand of time was seen working delri- 
ineat on the town, it had been far otherwise 
exercised in the country. ' The hilla that I had 
left bibomy and pastoral wcfre ploogh^ at the 
top, and many of them bonneted with fir- 
trees, and belted with plantings. It waa im- 
possible to view the improvements withbut 
satisfiictlon ; but I wondered where the school- 
boys would find nests ; add allowed. myself to 
fancy that for lack of the brave sports of their 
fathers, the next generation' wottld, maybe, 
show themselves, irf the dangera of other wars, 
a less venturesome race. 

But though there was a pensive satisfaction 
in noting the alterations whiph time and man 
had wrought on all sides, I yet occasionally 
felt fits of languor. My hours for ao many 
years had been so full of business, that 1 be- 
gan to be sensible iSIeneas was to me a poor 
trade, and tha Immmering In the repairs of 
the' house often obliged me to stretch my 
walks; nor was there many converaible peo- 
ple in the village, though it was not, in my 
opinion, a low place. These things led me 
to seek acquaintances afield ; arid being al- 
ways of an introductory dispositio'n, I soon 
made several. Among others was Doctor 
Delta, of Mttsselbuigh, a pleasant, ' nnld, and 
sensible young maR,somewhat overly addicted 
to poetry of the pale aort. * I have met with few 
likeUm, for he-waa not only a man of letfers 
and knowledgCi but kind and true hearted. 
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Sdn,, I was longing more aha more for 
wme^biog to make me again in earnest ; when 
one day« being' in Edinburgh seeing the sights 
I had not aeen before, with Kebia for my 
guide, I happened, while waiting in the Com. 
mercial Inn for dinner, and to be taken yp by 
4hat dattering commodity thepalkeith coach, 
to lift a newspaper, and te observe in it a 
house and garden to be let famished by the 
Boni^, near the royal borough of Chucky 
Stanesy where the advertiser assured intend. 
ii)g tenants .there was society of the best sort, 
ezo^ent fishing in the river, and many allur- 
ing etceteras. By the description, it was in 
many thinga just suoh a place as would satisfy 
me ; and ue garden being fully cropped, it 
beld out a retaste at no coat of my seed-time ; 
I mean the time of the " tarnation farm in 
Jeney State ;" for now that my circumstances 
were sleek, and the bones well covered, 1 be. 
gan to think ev>en qf diat spee with- pleasant 
ideas. Accordingly, I resolved to take the 
house for a month, and to carry Robin with 
me, that he might be able, in after life, to brag, 
in Amenc8> of- having fi^ed in the Tweed. 



CHAPTER in. 

^ ** Jenny with the white, petticoak, 

$: And the led noie. 

The longer she liTei, 

The shorter she grows." 

The royal borough of Chucky Stanes, like 
•veiy other town of the kind, enjoys an un* 
due proportion of ladies in a state of single 
blessedness. The house I rented there be. 
longed to Miss Beeny Needles, a venerable 
damsel of that description. Her father, far 
back in the last centuiy, had held the dignity 
of Provost. In the plentitude of his ma^te. 
rial pomp, he erected the edificOi where Miss 
fieenyj with her niece Mrs. Grceaknowe, the 
widow of a much respected surgeon, held 
court. Of) mere properly, sat in expectation. of 
being courted. 

The husband of Mrs. Greenknowe had died, 
as Miae Beeny herself told me, much and- 
jvstly regretted, about twelve months before ; 
and having left his wife, though without in- 
cumbrance, in very narrSw circumstances. 
Miss Beeny received her as an intimate and 
copipanion r Uie widow, luckily, at that time 
having let her own house furnished to an Eng- 
liah iamilyf who came for a few months, to 
enajoy the romantic scenery of the Tweed. It 
happencdi however, that this family* not meet. 
ing with society quite so elegant in Chucky 
Staiiea as they had been led to expect^ soon 
afUf their aitival gave up the house, and 
moved ta another par^ of the country. Thus 
it came to pass, that Uie two ladies agreed to 
move for the summer into the house of Mrs. 
Gfeenknewei winch- was in the borough, and 
that Miss Beeny's house — the Hillocks on the 
skicta of the town-.*-invited tenants for the 
aeasoB, and was rented by me. 
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Of the house I need say but little ; it was a 
plain, comfortable, manselike dwelling, stand- 
ing on the top of a bank which sloped steeply 
to the river. The garden did not altogether 
equal the description ; but, upon the whole, I 
was content with my bargain, especially as 
the maiden servant left in charge was an obli- 
ging, thorough-going quean, and needed but 
few directions in her duty. She was neat and 
economical in her management. It would 
have terrified an American appetite to have 
seen our dinners : I was led, in consequence, 
to think, that young married persons, who re- 
quire to learn method and frugality in house- 
keeping, should hire their servants from. the 
houses of elderly single ladies ; it is only in 
the households of such, tliat neatness is found 
combined with enough. 

Of Miss Beeny herself, it behoves me to be 
more particular : she had certainly passed to 
the most experienced side of fifty ; but, in 
the style of her dress she evidently attempted 
to jilt Time : not that she affected either girl- 
ish airs or graces ; she was above that fdly ; 
but she was at least twenty years behind Uie 
fashion appropriate to her resil age. 

She was a tall atomy. Her acquaintancea^ 
on account of her meagre length, and for be- 
ing still unmarried, called her the Spare-rib* 
She dressed in white muslin of the nicest 
purity ; indeed, nothing could be objected to 
her dress, if we except the short sleeves, 
which exposed her leai^^rms and knotty, 
gnarled elbows, more than became delicacy 
in the appearance of a lady, who did not dee« 
pair of softening hearts. She had a-wonder-* 
ful long neck ; it was like a bundle of wan- 
gee bamboos tied together with a string of 
red coral beads. Her complexion was of the 
same dingy yellow, save that the point of her 
beaky nose was tipped, as it were,^with a 
ruby stone, that in frosty weather, when the 
wind was easterly, deepened into purple. Her 
little grey eyes were quick with vigilance ; 
and, as she seldom wore a cap, her head waa 
always covered with a light chestnut-colored 
wig, curled into clusters like filberts. On oc« 
casionsof high tea-drinking, she wore lofty 
heeled shoes : when mounted upon them, shd 
was really a tottering structure. 

Miss Beeny had some pretensions to supe- 
rior accomplishments : she was learned in 
the dictionary, and spoke in a fine style of 
language. Among other things, she prided 
herself on being one of the best interpretera 
of the Scotch novels ; and accordingly, when- 
ever an English traveller came to visit what 
she politely called " our clissic stream," with 
letters to the minister, ot to any of the magis- 
trates, she was always invited to assist in en- 
tertaining him. 

Mrs. Greenknowe,her niece, was of anoth- 
er element and generation ; a sedate, comely 
woman, of thirty, or thereby, with nothing 
particular in her appearance ; but it made mo 
sorry to see one bo young in the weeds of a 
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r. In diflooune, she WM staid and cslm, 
very aenrible, and took but a amdll part in 
eonyereation, except when the topics were 
judicious, and witUn the sphere of feminine 
knowledge. Her language was simple, very 
unlike the words of pedigree which her aunt 
flourished away with. The second time I 
saw her, she seemed to be just the kind of 
ladf that my daughters stood in need of. 

I have been more exact in my account of 
these two ladies, than the courteous reader 
may think was necessary ; but he will be of 
a difierent opinion before he reads to the end 
of my story ; for, owing to the promise of su- 
perior society held out in the advertisement, 
Miss Beeny considered herself under an obli. 
gation to open to us, as she said, the - best 
portals in the town ; and in consequence, she 
was not only a frequent visiter with sirangeis, 
to whom I was represented as a most clever 
man, who had made his fortune ab/oad ; but 
she never had a set tea-drinking, without in- 
viting me and my son. Her banquets were 
tea and turn-out. 

The conscientiousness of Miss Beeny 
brought me into a friendly footing with her 
and Mrs. Greenknowe, affording me ample 
opportunities of discerning their respective 
worth and qualities. 

Unfortunately, however, the intercourse 
had not been opened in freedom above eight 
or ten days, when f became in some degree 
alarmed. It would be difficult to depict the 
circumstances wllich alarmed me ; but, to a 
certainty, bef6re the end of a fortnight, I had 
reason to fear Miss Beeny Needles had fallen 
in love with me, over head and ears. 



" Ahl it was a hopeless poMioa/* 

The first symptom or indication which I 
received of the terrible havoc my small stature 
was making among what she called « the 
eweet sensibilities of a susceptible heart," was 
on the first Sunday after I had taken posses, 
sion of the house. I had, with my son, ac- 
companied her and Mrs. Greenknowe to the 
parish church, in order that they might show 
us the pew attached to the house ; and it hap- 
pened, just as we had taken our seats in it, 
that the banns were proclaimed of three 
couple, whp were to be married in the course 
.of the following week. I was'sitUng next to 
the perpendicular spinster, who, when the 
first purpose of marriage was read, slighdy, 
.and, as it were, with gentle diffidence, nudg- 
ed nrjr elbow. I received it respectfully, as 
an admonition to take notice. At the second, 
she touched me more impressively on the arm 
with her hand ; and, at the same time tread- 
ing on my foot. Her smile was like a frosty 
day in February, when nebs are purple and 
drops hang at them. 

^ Ou$ of civility, I condnot«d th^ ladi^f 
hoi?ie, W^ werQ all wallgog ^pi^Tt, for the 

jpavameni «f Qb^?ky 8^^»« m\h%x of oth«i> 



ing ; hat seaicely* had we proceeded a« far 
as the church, yard gate, when Miss Beeoy 
requested me to allow her to take my arm, 
the street being so rough ^at she could hard, 
iy keep her feet. I could do no less than 
readily proffer the solicited accommodation, 
and made no doubt of hearing from her some 
remaks on the sermon ; at the same tim« I 
thought, since there was to be decking, I 
would rather have taken Mtb, Greenknowe. 

« Well," said Miss Beeny, after' we had 
stepped out together some three or four pa- 
ces, " what do you think of those amatory 
rustics that the presinter proclaimed this 
morning 7" • 

. " I. hope they are all in the way of well do- 
ing," was my answer ; and soberly and in 
simplicity I added, " I am not ' one of those 
who can discern that the world fs too small. 
I am a great favorer of marriages, Miss Bee- 
ny, and of early morriages.** 

." So am I, Mr. Todd," said she daintily; 
giving me at the same time a prim, sidelong 
glance, with a^'gentle alathode of her head. 

** Ah !*' said I, in jocularity, " why, ^en, 
is Miss Beeny Needles, stiU Miss Beeny Nee- 
dles ? Ah, Miss Beany, Miss Beeny !*' 

She looked again askance at me, and heav- 
ing a sigh from the bottom of her breast, she 
said, squeezing my linked arm, <' There is a 
time and a place, Mr. Todd, where each 
questions may be answered ; but the street, 
and in the midst of the congregation — ^it 
would dishevel propriety.** 

In saying the&e words, her' fo6t plunged 
deeper than her shoe into a pool in the pave, 
ment, and splashed my White stockings to the 
knee-buckle. 

" My foot is saturated •*» was Miss Beeny^s 
interjection on the occasion ; and pulling her 
arm hastUy from within wine, she hurried 
homeward, calling to me as she fled 

•* I beg pardon for leaving yoifso inconti. 
nently.'* 

" I then dropped back and joined Mrs. 
Greenknowe, who was coming leisurely 
along with my son, picking her steps with 
care and decorum ; but she, instead of talk- 
ing of the amatory rustics, knew belter what 
belonged to th^time and the feast of worship, 
in which we had been partaker^ ; for there 
had been in the sermon tender touches on 
departed days, and deceased friends, the two 
topics with which, at that time, we were both 
most easily affected. So we proceeded to- 
ward her house, cdmmuning respecting them, 
and the short coming of happiness that was 
ever in the gratification of ouf wishes. She 
was, indeed, a refined young Woman; nor 
was she lessened in my esteem, because, in 
her own person, she had tasted the bittemeoi 
of adversity, and felt the celloeity of the 
worldly heart, 

T6e onljr df9wb«Qk tbet I !BJfl^?^d ^ thl« 
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yet too yoiing to Ic&m more of the contrarie. 
ties of nature than experience teaches, and I 
wished several times he had not been with 
118. It is not well that the youthful mind 
■faould hear what their seeiors think of the 
ungracious spirit that haunts us ip the vale of 
years. 

Having conveyed. Mrs. Greenknowe to the 
door, where her aunt had already entered, I 
returned homeward, meditating on the inci. 
dents of the day ; and, to say the truth, re. 
fleeting with something like a sentiment of 
aversion on Miss Beeny Needles, for her 
weak and unsabbath ^meanor. I could not 
but acknowledge that Mrs. Greenknowe was 
oi a far more estimable nature ; that she was 
adorned with a more 'benignant aspect ; and 
that, being still a handsome young woman^ it 
was surprising she was allowed to remain 
aiitgle. Not that I had ever Imagined the 
poB^ility of regarding her withjnore consid- 
erate eyes than became the temperate respect 
to which an amiable deportment is always 
entitled, and generally receives ; but I regret- 
ted the perils of the wide Atlantic, and that 
my sweet daughters could not be made ac 
quainted with one so richbotli in worldly and 
reUgious graces. 

Duriqg the afterhpon a smur of rain came 
on, which prevented me from g(nng to church 
again; but at the close of the afternoon service 
Miss Beeny sent her servant lass to inform 
me that the Rev. Mr. Brekenrig was to preach 
in the evening, and that she was sure I would 
like him. I did not choose, however, to go 
upon such an invitation. The heavy evening, 
and my own heavier thoughts, induced me to 
stay at home, almost repining that I had ever 
come to Chucky Stanes ; and wishing, since 
i{ had pleased Providence to remove my 
father just as I reached the threshold, that I 
had not returned from America. 

CHAPTER IV. 

' • Familiar matter of to-day- 
Some natural sorrow, loss or pain, 
- That faaa been, or may be again." 

Trite to her promise in the advertisement 
by which I had been enticed to become her 
tenant, Miss Beeny Needles lost no opportu- 
nity of procuring me hospitable attentions 
from the higher class of tl o inhabitants. On 
the Monday morning after the adventure of 
the amatory rustics, a card was brought from 
the Provost, inviting my son and me to dine 
with him on the Monday following. Before 
I had time to answer it, for I received it while 
at breakfast, Miss Beeny herself came to ad- 
vue what should be done on the occasion. 
She did not tell me that such was the object 
of her visits the pretext was, that in conse- 
* quence of hot seeing me at church in the 
aftenieon, she was' apprehensive I had taken 
cold; but the end of the errand came out be. 
f ^ she retired. 



Observing the card of invitation on the 
table, shis said, " So, you have at least re- 
ceived one : well, better late than never. But 
such procrastination ! I told Mrs. Badge, as 
we were coming last night from the evening 
rites, that it was a doty in all men of aothority 
to make themselves attentive to strangers ; 
and that it was thought you had not been 
treated with the circumspection and solicitude 
due to the fortune you had imported, and with 
which you might be conciliated to enliven the 
town. She has taken the hint, and the Pro- 
vost has made at last an honorable capitula- 
tion. I hope you will accept their condescen- 
sion ; for I do assure you, that it is not every 
new incomer who is deemed amenable to be 
a receptacle of Provost Badge's hospitable 
assiduities." 

" Monday is far off," replied I hesitatingly ; ' 
*' and three o*cl(.)ck is not an hour for me to 
dine at ;" meaning that it was later than my 
custom. 

'* Dear me !" exclaimed Miss Beeny, " it 
is not consistent either with their own station 
or the progress of knowledge, that you should 
be invited to dine at. such a preternatural hour. 
Ibeg you just to be a little posthumous with 
your answer, and I shall procure an amotion 
of the period." 

Before I had time to make an answer, she 
was up and off* to the Provost's lady ; but 
without waiting for her return, I sent my ac- 
ceptance, not alluding to the hour, and it 
arrived whilst Miss Beeny was still discussing 
with Mrs. Badge what it should be. As soon 
as the point was settled, back she came. 

** It is well seen," said Miss Beeny, as she 
resumed her seat, " that you have been within 
the purlieus of the best of company. Mrs. 
Badge has capitulated to make the hour half- 
past four o'clock, which is almost as fashion- 
able as the Lord Provost's of Edinburgh : his 
fjordship's is five o'clock." 

" There has been a mistake, Miss Beeny. 
My objection was to the lateness of the hour 
of three ; we dine in America at one o'clock." 
" Never mind ; the equivoque of the time 
will be an augmentation to your gentility, Mr. 
Todd." 

To this I repliecj, beginning to be a little 
troubled by the lady's officiousoess, and wish- 
ing to change the conversation, " I hope. Miss 
Beeny, you and Mrs. Greenknowe are to be 
of the party V* 

** It's a gentleman's set excommunicative- 
ly," was the answer; "so that Mrs. Green- 
knowe has not been invited ; but I am to be 
there in the capacity of a Mademoiselle. ' I 
assure you, Mr. Todd, that every thing about 
Provost Badge's entertainments is in a style 
I of supremacy far above mediocrity." 

My son, who had been early at the. river 
fishing, came in just at this juncture, with his 
basket well filled with trout. Miss Beeny 
declared she had never seen finer, and exam- • 
inedthem so particulariy, that Robin, wiA' 
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mora civility than digcwtion, begged permia- 
Bion to send them home to her, which, after 
a show of relnctance, was granted, on condi- 
tion that we promised to come over together 
in the evening and eat an egg, when we 
should see one of them dressed as tronts of 
the Tweed ehoald be. 

Soon after this had been arranged, the lady 
retired j bat I was half sorry at having ac- 
cepted her invitation. Too much of the good 
society of the place was laid upon Miss 
Beeny*8 shoulders ; a supper, morever, was 
something in her economy more than com- 
mon ; but I had not then discovered the flames 
which were rising round her amorous heart. 

When she had left me about half an hour, 
I went to take o stroll through the town in the 
most perfect innocency of mind, for my time 
was hanging already heavy on my hands, and 
I was not in a humor for reading. 

The day was showery, and, in the course 
of my ramble, I was more than once obliged 
to take b belter in a shop, but without di^cov. 
ering any person of a conversable disposition. 
Tiiis led me to reflect on the business of the 
morning; and thinking of Miaa Beeny, I 
thought of Mrs. Greenknowe. Just at the 
moment, I happened to be passing her house, 
and being constrained by another shower to 
seek for shelter, I rapped at the door, and was 
shown by the servant into a neat parlor, where 
the composed widow was sitting by herself 
flowering muslin. 

I was in luck, as I considered it, to find 
her alone, for hitherto 1 had never met her, 
save in the company of her prejinct aunt, who 
had so many attentive things to say, that Mrs. 
Greenknowe seldom found an opportunity to 
slide in a word edgeways. We talked of 
yariouB matters, and I sounded her depths : 
really she was a woman of understanding, 
and I agreed with her tbatChucky Stanes was 
not an exhilarating town to those who had re- 
cently lost near and dear relations. Then 
we became a little more jocose, and I drew 
my chair close to hers, and began to praise 
her embroidery, bespeaking her, in joke, to 
flower a frock for one of my daughters ; 
when, at that interesting turn of the conver- 
sation, Miss Beeny came in upon us, and 
looked more startled at the sight of us togeth. 
er, than there was any need to have been. 

The rain having again abated, I wished the 
ladies good morning, and promised with more 
satisfaction to join them at supper than I had 
accepted the invitation ; for I saw by this time, 
that, although Miss Beeny was an endless 
woman with her dictionary phraseology, there 
was yet in Mrs. Greenknowe a solid substance 
of sense and conversation, suflicient to afford 
an adequate compensation for occasionally 
enduring her aynfs loquacity. 

On my return home, much to my surprise, 
I heard Miss Beeny had been Uiere again 
during my absence. It was strange she 
uh/HM hi^T« token no notice of it, wheul me.^ I 



her so lately at Mn. Greraknowe's. Could 
sie haw Bxiyfbhigto say she did not wiBhthat 
lady to know 7 "Thrice a day,*' said I to 
myself, " Miss Beeny is a aymptera of per- 
plexity ; it must be looked to :" and with this 
solilG»qny I walked into the parlor, on the ta- 
ble of which I fomid an old Edinbtti^news- 
paper, carefally folded and pinned in a sheet 
of writing-paper: I opened it, and the fine 
ardcle wMch eaught my eye, was a hmg ac- 
count of a review of the Chocky Stanes Vol- 
unteers, and a grand dinner given to the re- 
viewing general by past Provost Needlea at 
his Villa of the Hillocks. This heirloom was, 
I had no doubt, brought by Miss Beeny her- 
self, to apprise me of her hereditary claims to 
consideration. What other purpose it was to 
serve conld not be divined, nor why 6he had 
abstained from mentioning the incident in 
presence of Mrd*. Greenknowe. Her conduct 
was embarrassing ; I had seen nothing as yet 
to justify my egotism in supposing that the 
genial influences of the tender passion had 
moved her to these interesting bettayak ; — it 
had not yet, indeed, occuired to me to regard 
them otherwise than as indications of an anx. 
iety to be civil without knowing well how to 
set about it. To that extent my cogitations 
resolved her conduct ; and I began to Uiink 
that, under all circumstanees, it would pro. 
bably be expedient to give up the hoose at 
the end of the month for which I had engaged 
it . 

But what was then to be done ? To return 
to Bonny town seemed no longer desirable. 
The place to me had become empty *, I had 
seen it after a long absence, and I was satis- 
fied with the sight : my father was removed, 
and no living object was there to attract me 
back. The cottage, which I valued more 
than many do their great inheritances, I had 
repaired, but with no intention of ever making 
it my dwelling ; nor could it have served : 
for, even when I thought, as I sometimes did, 
of remaining in Scotland, and sending for my 
family, I acknowledged it would have been 
no fit dwelling. The compulsion of my im. 
proved means would force me to choose 
something better : I was a fish out of the 
water in attempting to play the part of a gen. 
tleman who lives at home at his ease, in the 
narrow society of Chuckey Stanes. I never 
passed BO many dull doys, one after another, 
08 the ftrst fortnight of my sojourn in ^I- 
locks : my happiness was in activity ; I long- 
ed for something to do. 

These weary reflections, with their yawns 
and wishes, particularly aflected me, on the 
afternoon of that Monday on which Miss 
Beeny Needles showed so eager a desire to 
make the to wn agreeable fo me ; but I did 
not like the look she threw at Mrs. Green- 
knpwe^ when she broke in upon us so sud- 
denly. We were doim: nothing to ca^ for 
any particulari^ of look. ' ** I (met Mrs. 
Qreenknowe is comfortable Witlji her/' s«^d I 
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to myulii; '*1mt it ii more ifcan I could be. 
H«r4a|ig wo9is,.«nd-)i«r lauotf necki are not 
enchanting : Mn. Greeaknowf is of another 
deaeriiution ; her worda , though few, are well 
choe^nj and her neck and all about her ia of 
that Bonay oomeliness which ia moet to the 
taate .of a man of my age ; nor ia the too 
young ; whereasi Miaa Beenjr ia — nobody can 
tell how old. But what signifiea the age of 
either to me ? and yet I ahould be grieved to 
think auch a mild and gentle person as Mrs. 
Greanknowa were exposed to penury as ahe 
advaneea in life : Miss Beeny haa other meana» 
and she . haa not the heart, or I read her 
character amias, to make any distinction in 
favor of one so sdpeiior. There is no condi- 
tion ao touching as that of a yoong widow, of 
a lady«Uke -nature, Buffering from penury as 
well as grief. Poor Mrs. . Greenknowe ! I 
hopo it ia not the case with her ; she haa been 
oroainod to solace othei;8: I should like to 
knoir something of her circumstances/' 

So was X ruminating at my length on the 
aofai when my son reminded me that it was 
time to pay our roapecta to Miss Beeny and 
the troutB, dressed aa trouts of the Tweed 
ahould Ini. 

CHAPTER V. 

*' Ii it a party in a parlor, 
Ctvam*^ foait ai they on earth aia crainin*d. 
Some Mppiog puocht lome drinking tea ; 
But at you by their faces lee, 
Ali tUent^^d all— dania*d ?*« 

It is not necesaary to inform the patient 
reader^ who has proceeded so far with me, 
that up to the period of my visit to Scodaod, 
I had but few opportunitiea of learning the 
etiquettea that make life genteel. He need 
n^ty therefore, be surprised to hear» that I felt 
myself often in an kUfitted coat among the 
society to whom I had the honor of being in- 
troduced at Chucky Stanes by Miss Beeny 
Needles. In sooth to say, I was not faahion. 
ed| nor educated, nor connected for associa. 
ting with fine folk ; but my son being grace- 
foi, spirited, and gallant in bis bearing, I con- 
aide^ed it my duty to aubmit to many faaheries 
on hif^ account* especially aa» in the course of 
nature, he would come to a creditable in- 
heritance. 

But although I had not fiio advantages of 
'dancing^chool breedings, I had yet an eye in 
my bead both for remark and comparison ; 
by which I was enabled to discem, that ban. 
quoting was not the element of tho gentry of 
thit royal borough. The first assurance I 
had of this, waa on the occasion of supping 
with Mias Beeny on the tronta, dressed aa 
irottts of the Tweed should be. 

She had evalrythiog. most genteel ; fine 
white paper raaea round the two tall eandlea* 
a atiffljf atarehed tabb-ototh, glittering' like 
aatoiland ruadiiig like 8ilk^;-^and eke proved 
b>tiey Jka n. Ae> ivaHiao; for, in •ddllioA..to 



\ the trouts, ahe had neeived in ikb come of ^ 
the afternoon a brace of grouse, which em- 
boldened her to invite two strangers to be of 
the party. This was a touch of the superior , 
indeed ! Four gentlemen all at once at sap. 
per, was a handling, the like of which Mias 
Beeny had not been engaged in since the 
death of her father, paat Provost Needles. 

One of the strangers waa a raw gentleman 
out of the west countrie, by name Mr. Ga- 
harts, frpm what town or place I did not ex- 
actly hear ; but he had a pragmatic sanction 
to all his opinions ; could quote book and au- 
thor, day and date ; was moreover seasoned 
with the poeticals, and had a competency of 
the sentimental. He was a pedestrian tourist 
in quest of the minstrels of the Borders, and 
had been ^recommended to see Miss Baeny 
Needles, the very granny of antiquity. His 
talk was of keeps and castles, and hers of 
propinquities-;— topics high in the clouds above 
my summit. 

The other guest was a picturesque man, a 
drawing<master, one Mr. Crayon, on an ex- 
cursion for the summer to take views for his 
Eklinburgh winter classes j until supper was 
served, he delighted Mr. Grabarts and Miss 
Beeny ^ith a sight of his portfolly, as she 
called it. 

I looked and listened with them for some 
time» an endurance for good manners ; but at 
last Mrs. Greenkuowe, who had not yet made 
her appearance, having finished her culinary 
inspection — ^for I could see what her business 
had been by her flushed visage — came into 
the room, and I planted myself in a chair by 
her side : this I saw, with the tail of my eye. 
Miss Beeny did not approve, for she made' 
several endeavors to draw me off, by audibly 
commending the sketches, one after another, 
in such a way, as if she thought I could not, 
out of consideration for the artist, possibly 
keep my seat ; but keep it I was resolved, 
both because I had a certain satisfaction in 
conversing with Mrs. Greenknowe, and be- ' 
cause it disconcerted Miss Beeny's jealousy. 
She, however, got the better of me by a point, 
blank shot, exclaiming, "La! Mr. Todd, 
look at this beautiful etching of a baronial 
abode, with four aupereminent towers f* It 
waa impossible to resist such an appeal, so I 
roae ; but Mr. Crayon suddenly, scarcely able 
to keep hia decorum, snatched as it were the 
drawing somewhat too eagerly from the lady,' 
and turning it upsidedown, hastily presented 
it to me. 

*« Oh, ho. Miss Beeny !'* cried I, without 
remorse, ** look here, this ia not a castle, but ' 
a cow." 

It was even so ; for she chanced to look at 
the sketch inverted, in which position, with- 
out disparagement to the talent of the pic- 
turesque man, the animal, owing to the faint- 
neaa of the pencil outline, was not unlike a 
four-beade^ bastile. Fortunately at this mo- 
^env iuataa tho .Hugh ^A)i swelling into a. 
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ehonu, iht help, or maiden eenrsnt, came in 
with ^e findings of the supper; but Miss 
Beeny was not satisfied with being in conse. 
qaence spared from the rising laugh, she 
made it clear that the heifer turned upside- 
down really did make a very tolerable castle, 
with four supereminent towere. 

In taking our seats at the supper-table, I 
was subjected to a new molestation. I had 
planned to plant myself next to Mrs. Green- 
knowe ; but Miss Beeny, having taken the 
head of the table, summoned me to the place 
at her right hand ; Mr. Gabarts, next in esti- 
mation, on account of his learning, was placed 
on her left ; Mr. Crayon and my son occupied 
the two lower seats, while Mrs. Greenknowe 
seated herself afar off at the bottom of the 
table. 

For some time MIbb Beeny, to do her hos- 
pitality justice, dispensed her courtesies with 
commendable impartiality ; and we had not 
only some of the trouta, dressed as those of 
the Tweed should be, but also a pair of them 
in paper winding sheets, after the manner in 
which the golden fishes, as Miss Beeny said, 
were served at the petty supps's of Madame 
the Countess of Pumpador, when the Grand 
Monarch was King of France. Mr. Gabarts 
declared they seemed so savory that his 
mouth was liquorish to taste them — ^that was 
not a word to be used in the best of society. 

But I was more, in the meantime, interest. 
ed by the discomforts of my situation, than 
with the delicacies of the season ; for what 
with the learned interlocutors of Miss Beeny, 
and the way her knees and legs were some- 
how continually forgathering with mine, I 
had not obtained an enviable domicile. As 
soon, therefore, as the relics of the trout and 
grouse were removed, I watched an opportu. 
nity to escape. Accordingly, when Miss 
Beeny was leaning forward, and talking over 
her left shoulder to Mr. Gabarts' about forays, 
jnoss- troopers, and other Cockernony min. 
strelsy, and sprawling out her right foot 
among mine, I called to my son to exchangta 
places, as the conversation was more in his 
way, and so I got snugly at last anchored in 
the lee of Mrs. Greenknowe — a manoeuvre' of 
great relief; for, with all respect for years, 
tHere was no comparison between the plain, 
homely, unpretending conversation of the 
quiet, well-composed widow, and the ratioci. 
nation of Miss Beeny concerning the occulta- 
tions of the aimilitudes of the olden and the 
modem. 

At last Mr. Crayon remarked, it was time 
to think of separating, I was, however, in 
ao haste to move, for I had brewed a new 
tumUer of. most delicious toddy, df which 
9li3. Greenknowe had promised to partake ; 
btt( MiiM Beeny, who had from time to time 
l^A darting a glimmering green glance to- 
^^ Uie bottom of the table, suddenly rose, 
^ Woking at the watch which hung over 
^ «Mii9l|ii««e» cried, ** J>e«: me, how iwift* 



ly time flies in pleaaant company I^-what « 
delighrfal party we have had l" 

Not ofi^ering to resume her seat, the siran. 
gers were obliged to move off. Btxt I was 
now up to trap, for I invited the two strangers 
in the politest manner to dine with me next 
day. and pressed with great cordiality bodi 
Miss Beeny and Mrs. Greenknowe to join us. 
The latter made some scruple, which a little 
perplexed her aunt; but by dint of a touch of 
fun I overcame her difiidence : "Miss Beeny 
stood in no need of exhortation ; she was jnat 
glowing and gouping at the invitation. 

Upon the whole, that night, so spent with 
one of the pleasantest parties Miss Beeny had 
recollected for many years, among the good 
society of the town, was not without pastime, 
nor, when it was over, did, it leave nothing 
for rumination.' No sooner had I laid my 
head on the pillow, and began to recall to 
mind the tacit indications received from Miss 
Beeny since the affair of the amatory rustiea, 
than I became convinced she was over head 
and ears in love with me, or my means and 
moveables. 

How to act in such a dilemma was ex- 
ceedingly perplexing ; I oould not but confess 
to myself that I thought Mrs. Greenknowe a 
most agreeable ' gentlewoman, and that I 
might travel far before meeting with her 
equal : not that I had the slightest idea of 
entering a third time into the silken harness 
of conjugality, though sometimes it eame 
across my mind that it was so ordained ; nor 
need I deny that before leaving JTii^viUe, I 
once or twice said to myself— What if this 
voyage to Scotland be a freedom to bring 
back a young wife for a companion to my 
daughters ? A young one naturally ran in 
my head ; because it was not to be expected 
that a woman advanced in life would be 
willing to leave her friends and native land, 
and I was not yet in a condition to wind up 
my concernr, and bid a final adieu to the 
land of refuge. Moreover, it was a doubtful 
thing if Mrs. Greenknowe, who; by all ac. 
counts, loved, and was much beloved, by her 
husband, would be inclined to change her 
state ; and yet she could not love him more 
than I did my Rebecca. 



CHAPTER Vr. 

" By the hedge-row way-side flowers are springing ; 
On the budded eltns the birds are singing i 
And ap, qjk op to tbe gates of heaven, •; 
Maunts the lark, on the wings of her laptare drivea ; 
Tbe voice of the streamlet is fresh and luiid ; 
On the sky there is not a speck of cloud \*- 
Oome hither ! eome hitliejr ! and joia with me, 
In the seasons^ delightful jubilee." 

The next day opened wiUi -on^ of these 
brightj bHthe, a^id breeay moming8,iwhieh ate 
only to be met with, and nbt ^te»« on the 
old worlds side of the oodanaea. Thelaik*- 
twinkiiiig in th& 4slear htan t^y, wa»iliig|iQg 
her sweet dittiea at heaven's gate ^ ud th^ 
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diildren, as they ran gambolinir to Bchool, 
sifttng iiuiiir.book-poQketff withafloarUh, and 
abottted aa they leaped along, prompted by 
the universal, gayety. In strolUng on the 
bank of the river, I pasaed a troop of ducks, 
lejsnrelyaauntering to their accustomed pool ; 
the drake* a bold and gaudy beaui looked 
a^ly up at . me as he passed, and said, as 
pleasantly as ever eyes could speak, " Is not 
this a delightful morning~1" 

Sometimes in America I have seen mom- 
iqgs almost aa beautiful ; but the air was not 
a^ lively, por the birds so melodious, not even 
by the glad sea-side — never do the new inland, 
settlements enjoy such an effervescence of 
cvoLairs and sparkling sounds. 

There the breeze, as it comes {lam the 
surrounding loftjr woods, is wersb, compared 
with the brisk freshness of the Scottish sum* 
mer's free westlin wind — it is as the river's 
v.apid water, compared to the living draught 
that dances from the spring. The singing. 
birds, few and far between, were only begin, 
ning to come to the environs of Judiville be- 
fore my departuie. 

. Making these similitudes as I strayed heed- 
lessly from field to field — fot I was early 
abroad, and had no purpose in my walk — my 
4inpy began tp draw comparisons between 
many other things in the two countries ; and 
1 th<}Ught» if I could meet with a re'al sens!. 
ble woman, to 1>e a friend and companion in 
<tld age^ I, perhaps, fsould not do better than 
mairy, and set myself down for enjoyment at 
home among old scenes. I had but few old 
inends. rexnaii^ng. 

It is to use a never.faiUng source of wop. 
derment* to recc^l the remarkable manner in 
vrM<^h .the different events of my life have 
been methodically brought about ; wkile, 
separately considered, each seems aa, if it 
had been a solitary and unconnected chance. 
Walking without aim, when I heard the 
town-clock strike eight, I was reminded that 
Vveakfast'tiiue was. not far off, and turned 
down a narrow lane, with a high, thick, haw- 
thorn hedge on each side, to shorten the way 
hpme tp the hillocks. 

I was not aware to which pftrt of the town 
the lane led, but I saw it could not lead me 
far wrong, and proceeded accordingly. About 
half w^y down I heard the voices of two fe- 
iuales in earnest discourse, on the inner side 
of the hedge, and was hastening my steps 
that I might pot .listen, when I heard one of 
them pronounce my name. This gave me a 
right to listen ; and, though at the risk of 
sharing the common fate of those who do so, 
I slackened my .pace. A few sentences left 
me in no doubt diat the fair controversialists, 
for they were discussing a point, were Miss 
Beeny Needles and Mrs. Qreenknowe : the 
hedge inclosed the garden belonging to their 
residence. 

** ^Deed, Martha," said Mii^ Beeny to Mrs. 
GxMnknowe, ** you may take it ill, or take it 



well ; but it is my imperial duty to tell you 
that your conciliations of Mr. Todd are much 
too predominantly evident.'' 

Now it so had happened, that Mrs. Green, 
knows, in no way or manner, either by look 
or gesture^ had ever evinced toward me the 
slightest degree of partiality ; whereas Miss 
Beeny took every opportunity to cast a 
sheep's.e'e at me, and annoy me with other 
tangible tokens of the tumult in her vestal 
veins. 

" I cannot imagine/* replied Mrs. Green- 
knowe, with a firm voice, ** how such an idea 
can have entered your head ; but it justifies 
me to remark in return, that, for a -person of 
your years, your behavior to Mr. Todd > *' 

** My years !" exclaimed the indignant spin- 
ster ; ** what do you know of my years ?»' 

" But little more of my own knowledge," 
said Mrs. Greenknowe, ** than that my mo- 
ther was always reputed to be your younger 
sister by five years." 

** Bravo, widow ! stand to her," thought I. 

" Are you going off at the head, Martha, 
to speak to me with such derogatory imputa- 
tions ; and all because I felt myself con- 
strained to give you a slight inuendo V* 

** Say no more," replied Mrs. Greenknowe ; 
" I see the purpose of your admonition, and 
will not dine at the HiUocks : you shall have 
your little darling all to yourself." 

*' Little darling V* shrieked, or screamed 
Miss Beeny, and fied hastily toward the 
house. 

" What's to be done ?" said I to myself; 
" shall I reveal at once to Mrs. Greenknowe 
that I have overheard her? Shall the mali- 
cious old cat deprive me of the pleasure I had 
anticipated ? What* shall I do ? I mpst make 
openly up at once to Mrs. Greenkno^^o end 
this. — When? — how? I had never such a 
courtship as this. Is it within a possibility 
Uiat I may be caught in the traps of yon Tab. 
itha Bramble? She'll find I am not a Lisma- 
hago. My difficulties increase." 

I then mended my pace, and walked home, 
where I arrived as undecided as ever. The 
bearing of my mind, however, was to give 
the subject four-and- twenty hours' considera- 
tioR, and the question to be determined — Shall 
I take no farther notice of the aflTair ? or shall 
I ascertain the dispositions of Mrs. Green- 
knowe ? As to vituperative Tabby, she may 
dight her neb and fiee up. 

After breakfast, none to my JBurprise, came 
the apology from Mrs. Greenknowe ; and, 
though disappointed, I could not but still ap- 
plaud her firmness. It only made me wroth 
against her aunt, and egged me dmost to re- 
solve, if the old cruet plagued me with any 
more of her tender inuendoes, to shatter her 
consteniation, as Mr. Hbskins would have 
said, had he been in my place. 

The dinner-time came round ; the twd 
strangers, wiA many eongia arrived at the 
appointed hour^ and I found them in May 
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chat, peifons not just so conglomerated wilh 
Adam and Eve knowledge, u they seemed 
to be the night before ; verifying what I have 
often remniied in life, that men with affecta- 
tions should be seen at two sittings, before 
any one shonld undertake to draw their pic 
tutea. The first time they spread abroad 
what they believe to be the beauties of their 
meriti, and generally play the fool to the best 
of their ability. The second, unless a new 
stranger is present, they kithe in more rational 
colors. Thus it so chanced, that the preced- 
ing night they were full of romance and rev- 
erie, worshipping ^tocks, stones, old trees, 
crumbled houses, and sichlike, as if they had 
been real idolaters ; but, on this, the second 
occasion, they had intellects for business. Mr. 
Crayon was intending in time to go to New- 
York, to push his fortune by teaching draw- 
ing there, and we had some solid conversa- 
tion on that head *, and Mr. Gabarts was be- 
ginning to give me a very instructive account 
of how traffic moves in the West, when Miss 
Beeny, after having been waited for a full 
half hour, made her radiant appearance, hav- 
ing, in addition to the wonted purity of her 
muslin robes, large bows, knots, wreaths and 

Srlands of yellow ribands, *' ahost of golden 
ffodils," tricked out and stitched on differ- 
ent parts of her tucker and flounces, and a 
laige orange lily stuck in her wig, and fast. 
ened in by a huge pebble brooch. There wis 
not such a dressed lady that day, Miss Beeny 
herself thought, in all the royal borough. 

DiasatisfiMi as I was with her, it was not 
fit to betray my sentiments to strangers ; so I 
treated her with all manner of outward civil. 
ity : and tliis was performed so well ^^^ ^ 
sometimes thought I was overdoing my part ; 
(or w^dggled, and were so courtly, that not 
only fflffii Beeny herself believed me to be 
Mr captivated swain, but even the stiiangers, 
I could see, thought there was something se. 
cret, sweet and precious between us. The 
most curious thing in this play-actoring was, 
that, at the very time, I had a hatred of her, 
and was as angry at myself as a man could 
be for giving her encouragement, having a 
dread upon me that by some cantrip she 
would catch me in the web of her deviced, 
as a spider makes piecemeal work of a sim- 
ple flyi 

The apprehension of being so entangled 
grew upon me, and I could not bear the idea 
of sitting near her ; and yet, during dinner, 
I was. enabled to thole her at my. right hand. 
Indeed, I was so much on my guard, that she 
made no progress ; it was only after I had 
taken a lew* glasses of wine with the gentle- 
men (she having previously retired to what 
was called the drawing-room,) that, on join- 
ing her with them, I ventured to shy a joke 
or two at her ; I trow she soon gave me cause 
to rue ](had been so, venturesome. 

The gentlemen went away immediately 
after l^a, and I was in hopes she would have 



gone with them; but she excused ItexBelf^ 
saying — 

" I see, Mr. Todd, ye^re only breakias 
out ; but as ye*re at last becoming resplend- 
ent, HI sit for half Bit hour of ao^ and yell 
titilate me with a soliloqiiy." 

The gentlemen being gone, and my eon 
with them, to take a stroll in the eool of the 
evening, Mias Beeny arranged heiaelf mto 
an interesting attitude on the sofa, and in- 
vited me to draw my chair near her. X saw 
what she after, and grew bold ; at the same 
time I began to wonder with myself, whether 
the influence of moon, or of the stars, or of 
the wine, could be nppermoet. 

As I drew my chair close to her shotddera, 
for she was in a recumbent pesitien, I quietly 
took a pin from within the lapel of my coat, 
and with it fixed one of the riband-knota tiiat 
adorned her wig to the cover of the sofa's 
arm, murmuring somecfaihg &at was like 
whispered love; then I said in dmtinet /an- 
gnage — 

"We little know. Miss Beeny, wliat ia 
ordained for us, nor wbat a world of sinnen 
may say of our most innocent aotiona — ^we 
cannot be too circumspect. It ia so far for- 
tunate, that you and I have come to yean of 
discredon. How old are you. Miss Beeny t" 

This question moved her ; but not to die 
vehement degree I had reckoned ; for after a 
slight cough, she replied in the most bland 
manner — 

** Were our virtues, Mr. Todd, equal to our 
years, felicitous would it be both for yo/n and 
me ;*' and she sighed. 

" You could not have made a more beaati« 
ful reflection. Miss Beeny," said I; ** but I 
have a great cutioei ty to know, how it baa 
come to pass that you have not been iharried. 
Have yon never had an offer?** 

Still she changed not her positfon, but 
turning her eyes with a pathetic leer, and 
stretching forth her hand, she laid it on the 
elbow of my chair, at wMeh I lifted the chair 
hastily a Ktfle way fr6m her, and aaid, ** 1 
wonder if Mrs. Potiphar was a young wo- 
man V 

Still she was no farther moved, than to 
let one of her feet fall, as it were, by acci- 
dent, from off the sofa ; at which I drew my 
chair again close to her. She, however, said 
nothing ; indeed, from her silence, and the 
trance-like cast of her eyes, I began to fear 
her passion was not all fbigned, so I deter- 
mined to conclude my part of the basinet in 
the words of the old rhyme, 

*< If ye be a naiden, 
As I trow ye be, 
YeMl nev^t laugh a smile 
At the kittUi^ u* your kaee/* 

"Oh, Miss Beeny I" cried I, and eagerly 
stretching forth my hand, I caught her by the 
knee wiUi such hearty good.will that sbe 
8tii]?ted up with a yell^ leaving her wig where 
it was fastened* 
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Her Bhriak wm ■• wild».tbat it instantly 
brought ^6m ienranty md fceir «^wli semft^ 
who Was aMifllSngy on aceoant of the eom* 
pany, into ^e room, in the middle of whlcfay 
with ^« teai» hopping from her eyes, stood 
Miss Beeny, pretendiag to he crippled with 
the kittliBg, 'While. I stood apart, looking to, 
the wall, BCareely able to ooneeal my iodo" 

oonnn. 

•« I cell you to witness," cried Miss Beeny, 
fipsiitie with rage, to the girls, who both 
lavghed outright, h Before the Lordsi ye 
sheH ezaspemte justice against this fal^e, 
wieked— ^Oh ! cdi, I might have been> on. 

done/* 

<f Ob, Miss Beeny, Miss Beeny," said I, 
**ye*m no' a pin the worse of ail the bit 
touzie. I'm smre, to a woman of your time 
of life, ye should take it as God-i^end.** 

"I am lamed. fpr life," washer inteijec 
.tion, i|s..6he moved to lift hor wig from the 
sofa » not being aware of the pin, she snatch- 
ed it so aoddeuly, <liat it was rent asunder. 
The • two gids, already laughing to the ut. 
most pitch of their power, feU ii^to each 
o^r's arms, completely joverpowered ; while 
Itfjss Beeny, in wigless dignity, crippled across 
the room* holding the reUcs aloft, and eyeing 
them askance, her naked head appearing as 
if it had been covered with a bladder. 

" Kever fash your head, Miss Beeny, about 
sluch a trifle,," said I, soothingly; at which 
Bhfi turned suddenly round, and gave a stanp 
that ina4c th? house shake; adding, "There 
is but oq^ way of solacing this insult." 

" Name it, Miss Beeny ; name it,** said I 

" Msiriage, sir, marriage.!** 

«« Oh, Miss Beeny, did ye think I was in 
earnest?*' 

At these words she forthwith ordered the 
lantern to be lighted, and tying ber pocket- 
handkerchief over the torn wig, which she 
replaced on her head, she walked out of the 
soom. Looking back, before taking the door 
01) her back, she exclaimed, 

"'To-morrow, air; to-morrow, sir. — Oh, 

oh i" . 

CHAPTER Vir. 

5' Ob that tbi« too, too tolid fl«sh woakl melt V* 
When I awoke in the morning, I had a 
queer dread of having done something, I 
knew not what. «* Surely I Was far left to 
myself,** eaid I, <' to be so overccotie hy:Wine, 
as to treat a deoent^ elderly .geAtlewoo^n 
with «o litite ceremony.** I was oeady tosmk 
dflKNighithe floor. . ' 

'<It^n kvfim i funl a man of my yeam 
and prudence to do what my son would net 
ha¥e ventured ; and if she makss a complaint? 
gball I he curried . before the magistrates? 
Who could have thought that such would 
0ver have happened to me ? I, a ma» of the 
e0rreetsst of oonduot— «a tnarri neighbor, 
charitable, anA aH thaC I waa ia despair. 
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" She spoke of manitge as ^ only cohi. 
petisatioa the woidd aeeept* Marriage, alas ! 
I iMid a foreboding she would somehow en-, 
snare me ; she has done it, and I am for life 
a miserable man. Mrs. Bell, the minister's 
wife, had bodily, beau^; bat mine-^my. 
bride's aa atomy from the tomb. 

** She may, however, cool, and be content 
with a lesser solacium, money-— cannot I try 
her with money ? any thing but marriage. A 
matter of money let it be, but no matrimony. 
No, no, of 190 evils let mo choose the least : 
I would give half my fortuoe to squabash 
this joke. Oh ! it is a black joke. 

** Cannot I run away, abscond ? the sun is 
but newly risen, a postchaise may so<hi be got 
ready. But whither shall I fly? the shame 
will remain or follow. 

<* Shame? there was no great shame in it, 
after all ; it was just an after-dinner prank, a 
thing to be laughed at I wonder wha^ 
makes me so agitated ; I must treat it hghtly ; 
I had a little wine in my head for the first 
time, and Miss Beeny had placed herself in a 
Comical recumbency ; I but just kittled her 
knee^ It*s a thing every body will laugh at, 

" Laugh at ! — but will they, will they laugh? 
will they not rather blazon the outrage, and 
deem it due to the oflfended laws ? — Oh, im- 
potasible*" 

Then the mood of my molestation chang- 
ed, and I said, — 

" I wonder what Mrs.. Greenknowe will 
think of it? Oh ! therein is my safety ; she 
can bear witness to Miss Beeny's blandish, 
ments. What excuse can Miss Beeny have 
made for going home in such a pickle ? Oh, 
Miss Beeny! incontinent Miss Beeay ! now 
you shall drink the cup you made so bitter to 
that thrice respectable lady — ^e sinnah ^ou 
served to her in the moniing. 

<< But still there has been familiarity ! What 
will the widow say to that? If I can get her 
ear in quiet, and tell her the plain iaci, she 
will laugh at it aU. Ha ! this is the highest 
wall.top I ever mounted ; there's no return- 
iiig-^one-.H0OQe — I must take the leap." 

Such were my morning ruminations ; so- 
lemn enough for the most part ; but, at times, 
some odd and droll incidouts of the farce — ^it 
was in truth a farce, both in motive, and per* 
formance— would come upon me, aod cause 
me. to laugh in Uie Qiidst of my fears. 

Having taken a cup of tea for breakfast 
(I could hot break bread), I proceeded straight 
to Msi. Gneenknowe's house, tp take my 
chance of " the landing, however the matter 
might ^'." I knocked with a trembling 
hand ; the giri who opened the door lau«:hed 
as she lilt me in i I inquired for Mrs, Green- 
knowe ; she came into the room before thero 
was time to appriso her of my visit ; she too 
iaughed when she saw me. '^This looks 
Wisll," said t ttudo* and I made au endeavor 
10 be also risible, entering at onoe into the 
marrow of the matter. 
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«Iaee, mem, that yd !»▼• heard of Ae 
comical prank I played your annt lasl night T 
How is she, poor leddyT none ihe worse, I 
hope ; though I fear her knee got a severer 
pinch than was quite consistent with true 
love : as for the wig, I doubt I shall have 
more cause to regret the damage it met with, 
than Miss Beeny, for it was manifestly in 
want of reparation, and she shall have a new 

one.** . , 

I then told Mrs. Greenknowe^ sparing the 
maiden gentlewoman as much as I could, 
how, seeing her on the sofa, 1 was tempted to 
pin her wig to the pillow ; and that the catch- 
ing her by the knee was just a whim of the 
moment, far from all evil intent — an innocent 
prank, as sinless as any piece of schoolboy 
mischief on a hoUday. 

Mrs. Greenknowe was exceedingly divert, 
ed with the whole story, and informed me 
that Miss Beeny was none calmed. *♦ All 
night she never went to bed, but walked 
from room to room wringing her hands, but 
finding no sympathy; for, as often as she 
came to my bedside, though she was as so- 
lemn as a troubled ghort,** said the widow, 
" I could do nothing but laugh at her woful 
story ; and as often as she sought Kate the 
servant for her sympathy, she met with the 
same reception. She vows to extort atone. 

ment.'* 

<< I hope,** replied I, ** she speaks no more 
of marriage: in truth, Mrs. Greenknowe, 
though it was but a joke, there would be folly 
la making it serious with the public ; bat 
marrisge is out of the question, unless, Mrs. 
Greenknowe, she would be satisfied by my 
taking yon off her hands ?*' 

Thus was the ice hastily broken. Mn. 
Greenknowe laughed loudly at first ; but 
gradually her features settled into a calm 
smile, and she manifestly waited to hear what 
I had farther to say : I added— ^ 

** In truth, Mrs. Greenknowe, I am in sin. 
cere earnest : ever since I had tho pleasure of 
knowing yen, my mind has daily been growing 
more intent on making you a proposition ." 

Mrs. Greenknowe replied, smiling again, 

** This will only make things worse^ — ^to 

consent to take you after what my aunt says 
you have done to her." 

<* Wh^reisshel-'letme see her myself; 
better strike while the iron's hot." At that 
moment the street-door was shut with a thun- 
dering elam, and the gig^ng girl came into 
the rooin, crying — " She's gone ! she's gone ; 
she's off, and she's gone to the Provoefs! 
Oh, sir ! ye'll be taken up, ye'll be tried, and 
the least they can do to you is to hang yon 
off-hatid," 

Mrs. Greenknowe*s countenance changed 
color, and she looked at me earnestly. I en- 
deavored to preserve my wonted composure, 
biit 1 felt by the glowing of my face that I too 
was reddening. 

« This," said she, " looks too seiioiw : etop 



one miattte» and I will go with yoo to Pro. 
vest Badge. Sarely my. aunt hai been out of 
her mind sinee Sunday If 

Mta. Greenknowe was speedily xeadyto 
accompany me, and we set out to the From 
vest's together. Aa we peaied along the 
streets, every body looked out of their doora 
and windows, and we heard goflTaws and ri. 
dieulous laughtsr rising from the imer n. 
giona of the shops as we paased : by some 
unaccountable acoident» the a&ir was already 
so public To hear it a subject of each gen« 
oral merriment, lightened my anxieties ; even 
Mrs. Greenknowe, as she quickened her 
speed to the Provoetfa» was more ton onee 
moved to audible laughter, by the recoUeetioD 
of some of the items of the story. 

As we drew near to the Provoet'e dooF, a 
general movement appeared to be taking 
place in the streets. "The seivant roalds^ wfth 
loose hair and naked legs, were milsterif^ ; 
the shopkeepers were closing iheir doora, and 
a universal tendency was evident among the 
inhabitants to surround the Tolbooth. But 
one thing occurred which eflfectaatty extin- 
guished my disposition to mako light of it. I 
had a distant view of my son Robin nmning 
up a lone street, that he might not vimess 
the dishonor of his father. 

On reaching ^e Provoefs, we were imme. 
diately admitted ; he had seen us approach- 
ing, and we were shown into a parlor where, 
in the course of a few minutes, he joined us. 
The moment he entered, I could diseem the 
remains of a laugh amonghis features, though 
he wore the magisterial mask of great solemn- 
ity. 

I immediately inquired for Miss Beeny« 
and said that I was not only anxious to set 
the affair in its proper light, but to make 
every reasonable compensation for the wound 
she had received in her feelings ; at the same 
time declaring that I could not haveimaj^ned* 
it was possible, by all that was done, to have 
injured her delicacy so severely. 

The Provost, who sraa really in his vray a 
considerate map, said he hoped it was as I 
represented ; but the utmost he could do was, 
befMe hearing any charge, to- leave Miss 
Beeny with Mm* Badge, a motherly pemen, 
who would aift the affair with more gentle, 
nesa than it qould be done by men. 

^Miss Beeny," said he — ^'^ begging yofui 
pardon. Mm. GMeaknowo^-is very well 
known amongst us all aa having Imr own lit- 
tle oddities ; and I am quite aure, if her ease 
were ooe^of the darktet'dye, ahe weald re. 
eeive but Jittle cammisemtion from thacon- 
xncM^y, not on aeeoant of any ill wiU thajr 
bear her, -but for the comicality of aueha 
thing happening to one of her years, and« 
above all, to her. I am persnadedi Mr. Todd» 
if you aie tried hero— thiitia, suppoeiog dieia 
arogroonds to eend you to fiEial — ^thefe ia not 
a jury of the borghen who will fijid the libel 
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PBav«ii,tbo«gh iJm emm. weie as plain as my 
loofe." 

My blood was casdiioff in every yein to 
hear hm apeak ^vm, v^ea saddenly a load, 
shrill, ungovernable burst, or rather shriek of 
laagbtar* raia in the adjoiniog room. 

*'Itis Mri, Badge/' ssid the Provost; "and 
by that aign the evidence would seem to be 
going ia your favor, Mr. Todd." 

As he spoke the words, his lady came into 
die room overpowered with mirth. What 
eiMmed will be a matter for the neat chapter. 



CHAPTER VIIL 

** Smaon your admiiatioo fors while. 
With an attest ear, till I may deliver 
Upon the witness of these same pages 
Th» marvel iidto you.'* 

The Provost's lady had scarcely composed 
herself from bar agitation of merriment, to tell 
us wfiat Miss Beeny had saidi when the min- 
ister of the parish, the Rev. Dr. Glasham, at. 
tended by one of his elders, was shown into 
the room. It was clear to be seen they came 
to examine into the fact ; at the same time, 
I aaw plainly by the Rev. gentleman's coun- 
tenance, that he, as well as the community, 
had no very solemn ideas on the subject. 

Dr. Glasham, of Chucky Stanes, was, in. 
deed, no ordinary member of the Church of 
Scotland, both by reputation, and by what, of 
my own knowledge, I came to understand ot 
him. He was such, merely as a man, that 
we seldom meet with. Not only was he un- 
afiectedly pious in his sentiments, kindly and 
Christian at all points, and learned beyond 
many of his cloth ; bat he was of a jocose hu. 
mor, and would carry a joke as ftr as any 
man I ever met with. Truly, he was a face, 
tious brother ; while austere towards every 
kind of disoluteness, he was yet lenient in 
hia judgment of many tranaactions, that men 
oflesa pvaclical virtue would have treated 
widi inexorable^ severity. 

When he was first informed of the uospeak. 
able outrage which it was alledged had actu. 
ally been perpetrated, he thought thare must 
he some exaggeration in the story ; and he 
had come in gentle charity to try, however 
the case might bO) to get the blaspheming 
tongue of the public stopped, by procuring the 
owning of a fault between Miss Beeny and 
me. To own a fanlt whata.Ao harm had 
been done, I waa not likely to do ; and more. 
overt maniage was tied to the tail of it, to 
which I was dalarmined, for leaa than the 
haltsr, naver to aawnt. 

After aome general discouraa, not of a very 
deep tint, which convinced me that all pre- 
aent were litde disposed to countenance such 
a case as Mias Beeny pretended to set forth* 
Dr. Glasham proposed that she should be tail- 
ed in, and a preeogniti9n taken by him, he- 
fore any charge ahould be laid before the 
magiatratea. l*o this the Provost at once 



consented; for he too waa dubiona of tba 
fact. Miss Beeny accordingly waa aum- 
moned. 

When she appeared, it waa difficult for any 
of all present to maintain a suitable decorum 
of countenance. Mrs, Badge* the provost's 
lady, laughed outright ; and Mrs. Greenknowe 
would evidently have done the sande, had not 
the complainer been her aunty, whom it waa 
-her duty to countenlince. 

Miss Beeny, not having been in bed all 
night, waa in a most di^asket state. The 
disasters of her ravished wig were, it is true, 
concealed beneath her bonnet, but. her dreaa 
was in a sad condition. '* The host of golden 
daffodils hung their heads like drooket bens, 
and her muslin robes were as the garments of 
those that are naught. Oh, the artificea of 
women ! 

« Sit down," said Dr. Glasham—" sit down, 
Miss Beeny ; we are all here in the capacity 
of friends ; we think, before you make any 
accusation to the magistrate, it should be seen 
how the matter really stands ; for unless you 
can make good what I understand you allege, 
your own character will be ruined for ever ; 
and Mr. Todd, though he may have been in 
a degree blameable, will be honorably acquit- 
ted. Therefore, Miss Beeny, I advise you to 
be ci^rcumspect in what you say — pray^ do 
sit down and tell us the whole story." 

Miss Beeny sccordingly seated herself in 
one of the arm-chairs, and pulling out her 
handkerchief, and having wiped her eyes, 
thus began. My ears were on tiptoes. 

"Preliminaries are not essentials— -aa I 
need not tell you, Dr. Glaaham. After din- 
ner, when we were in the drawii\g-room, 
having participated in tea, and the other 
guests had. evacuated the apartment, I was re- 
clining on the sofa ** 

" What was the cause of that ?" inquired 
the provost, winking. 

*' That question is. not relevant," said the 
Reverend Dr. Glasham : " she might be fa- 
tigued. It is not possible. Miss Beeny, that 
you could have been affected by wine V* 

" Oh, no, no !*' replied the damsel of years ; 
" I WQs on my guard throughout ^e dinner. 
I would never, in such a conjunction of cir- 
cumstances, have exposed myself tp the 
casualty." 

" Did you suspect anything, that you were 
so on ypur guard 7" aaid the divine. 

*' I had my own apprehensions/' was the 
reply : " having found the foot of that wicked 
individual — Qb, oh! — ^pray don't go too near 
tha tender point — ^I was obliged to kick it 
away from mine, more than once, at supper 
the preceding evening." 

" Provost, I think that looks black," said 
the minister ;. but I could perceive a small 
twinkling in the corner of his eye, that did 
not augur the consummation of my fate. My 
weather-gUsa began to rise, l^isa Beeny 
went on. 
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" As I was inenmbeBt on the to<a» he drew 
hii ciMir ^loee td. my* pfUow with Tarqnhi's 
ravishing' etridee.* He wliispered to me the 
wannth of hie amoroeity : I replied with serene 
benignity, rach things mnst not be talked of 
in each ways." 

" Thafs not true," cried I. 

** Silence, sir!" said the Doctor; and the 
provost, with a face evidently big with fan, 
added, ** Ton mnst not interrupt the investl. 
gation." 

Miss Beeny eontlnned : 

'< He then saw that I was vigilant— -that I 
was not in a sedueative temjj^'^^®'^^ '"^ 
shifted his circusnvaliations ; but he became 
so particular with his tangible taciturnity, I 
was obliged to push him and hi« chair with 
great violence to a distance. In this — yes — 
I most confess, that in this point, I was too 
weak, for then I ought to . have risen, and 
withered him with an emaculate frown." 

" And why did you not, Miss Beeny V* said 
the Reverend Doctor. 

" Yon were in a ticklish situation. Miss 
Beeny," rejoined the elder. 

'* Was it then he forgot hhnselfl'* inquired 
the provost. 

** Was it then he kittled yon T* cried Mkb. 
Badge. 

« MThat did I do to you then ?" said I. 

The I^ucretia of Chucky Stanes made no 
direct response to either of these questions, 
but resumed : 

** Mr. Todd, seeing me alarmed, fell pros, 
trate on his bended knees, and klBsed my 
hand with adoration.** 

«« That's a lie !" exclaimed I. 

-^MiSs Beeny,** exclaimed the Doctor, 
" yon are showing a very grave case ; it is 
highly necessary yon should speak out^-we 
must have it — ^there is no mincing the matter 
-pthe whole outrage, with dl its ouis and ins, 
fully before us.**- 

The meagre lady drew herself np at this, 
and said,, with emphasis, " I did not ei^ect 
to be so croBS-questioned.** 

**Tbe minister cannot help it,** interposed 
the provost, looking like a man that knew 
what's what ; and adding> in a voice of au- 
thority, " Robina^eedles, you must proceed . 
What did Mr. Todd do ?— you must tell us.** 

." Yes,** rejoined the venerable Doctor, 
** what did he do when he was prostrate on 
his bended knees ?" 

"He kittled her knee," exclaimed Mfs. 
Badge, the provost's lady, no longer able to 
restrain herself. 

Here the provost interposed, and said to 
his wife, " My dear, you do not seem to 
know what is going on. Miss Beeny must 
state the particulars herself. Proceed, Miss 
Beeny.** 

Mis. Greenknowe was beginning to loek 
serious : she saw her aunt was in a critical 
predicament, and was grieved for ihe ridicule 
she was drawing down. But Dr. Glasj^fim 



was a man that reUahed a joka; and* for « 
minister, h» w«k aurelyitslmd U» go ar great 
length : he a^^ed — 

** And kittled yonr knee, aa Mn. Badlge 
has informed na ^-^what did lliegwileman do 
next 7** 

Miss Beeny applied her handkeireliief to 
her eyea, and began to weep biltariy. 

*<Robina Needles,^ said the ministeri 
" yon must proceed ; nothing baa yet been 
stated that can call for th^ interfierence of the 
aession. What did he do ?** 

*< Oh, Dr. Glaaham, Dr. Glasham, I am 
undone !** 

« But how t— in what way, Miss Beeny? 
it ia abaoltttely neceasary tliat you tell all 
about it ; yon are mniring tlie nek of being 
pioaeented by Mr. Todd for deflation : the 
whole town is up, and afoot, io know the 
particulars ; they all aympathize with yon. 
But you have not shown to me, nor to these 
most respectable persons, that any fault had 
been committed. Go on, I say, Robina 
Needles, go on ; the time of the inqueat is 
not to be trifled with." 

" I would tell you all my misfortune," ex- 
claimed Miss Beeny, bursting: into tears,^ 
« but '* 

*' But what?" cried the minister. 

'< Mnat I tell every thing?" responded the 
disconsolate lady, 

*' Yes ; to the last particular." 

" Well, then, he pinned my artificial ring- 
lets to the aofa cover : was not that malice 
prepense ?" 

" Go on, Miss Beeny^— what did he do 
next ?" 

'* He kitded her knee," cried the provost's 
leddy. ^ 

''WeU.'*' said the minister, *< that's one 
fact : we admit that. Come, proceed, 90 on 
— speak out, Miss Beeny." 

*^ Was not I in great danger ?" sobbed tho 
poor old lady, seaicely able to artioolate. 

" Provoet Badge," aaid the Reverend Dr. 
Gitosham, " it is very clear that the- complain, 
ant, Rofaiiift Needles* haa anstaiBed no essen- 
tial wrong; her case is really not deserving 
of any aeriouB consideration ;*' and he ii^pked 
sHly to the provost, who, addresaing himaell 
to her a little more ftmiiiarlyv as&d— 

'* Miss Beeny, though I mnst adopt tiw 
opinion of our worthy minister, still I ^nk- 
Mr* Todd has not been Uameless t so I wouldt 
wathont g^ifig into the fotsns of law, nader 
which, Miss Beeny, yctt wonld> have but a 
small chance for* suRqp 4Mtoeiata, cdvwe- that 
gentleman to make a hafidaone cdrnpensatioB 
fer your woimded deliea^^ 

Mrs. Greenknewe, wh6 had endored alt 
with commendable patience, rose at these 
words, and said to her aunt — ^'I besi^ecll you. 
mein, to come away. This is mockery:'* 

*« *Deed it is. Miss Beeny," sai^ t •' Let 
by-ganes be by-ganes, or I'll tell v^htft fhe 
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Ux^ &at was in ttie hedge yemrivy^t^onang 
heard al>out tbe little darling.'* 

<* Ha !'^ cried Miss Beeny, and bolted out of 
the room. 

CaafAPTER IX. 
^. 7 ^«* '^oa trouUett 016." 

After we had enjoyed our laugh, tbe 
minister proposed that he and I should take a 
tttm in the provost's garden, while the proTOSt 
apprised the town's folk that the affair was a 
matter of moonehine, and so procure a dis- 
persion of the crowd, which, by this time, to 
the nurabdt of many hundreds, were assem- 
b^d before tbe door. 

«• Bfo. Todd," said he, «I hope you. will 
pardon the freedom I am about to take. Both 
by duty and feeling, I am as little disposed as 
any man to overlook violations of propriety.' 
The first report of this business was very bad ; 
but, knowing the character of poor Miss 
Beeny, I did not put much faith in it. Still, 
with reference to the station she oecupies, it 
must be considered, that you took a most un. 
mual liberty. Unless, therefore, some means 
can be devised to produce a proper extenua. 
tion, I doubt it will affect your intercourse 
with the good society of the town, among 
whom delicacy of manners is particularly ob- 
aerved and cultivated." 

The best answer I could give; was to 
adknowledge the plain truth, that perhaps I 
had used a freedom beyond propriety ; but 
my mind was innocent of all intentional rude- 
ness. " I was not, Poctor," said I, ** fed 
with a silver spoon in my youth, nor have I 
since been much in t he way of ceremonious 
company ; besideel am naturally of a light, 
familiar humor. These thiogs should plead 
for me with • the good society' of the place." 

" Yes," replied the Doctor, " they will do 
so, and will procure you pardon, I doubt not ; 
but they 'will become reasons* against taking 
you into fello^jahip, unless, as I have already 
hinted, you candevise some method of con- 
vincing them 9th whom you would desire to 
aBSociate,that you possess redeeming qualities. 
Excuse my freedom ; for although I confess 
^rai&ir has been eminendy absurd on the 
part of that fantastical old woman, I yet know 
it may essentially impair your comfort among 
us; and were you hastily to leave the town, 
it might ^ver remain as a stain upon your 
character." 

" Dear i|pe. Doctor !" exclaimed I, a little 
vexed to hear this ; "it's purely a terrible 
troublesome thing to be a gentleman, especial- 
ly in Chucky Stanes ;— what shall I do ? 
Will a gi^ to the poor, and a mortification to 
the parish, help me t" 

•* I'm afraid not," said the Doctor slyly, for 
he. began to see through me ; '* but if you 
were inctined to enter again into the matri- 
monial estate, now wonia be the time to show 
yonnelf." 



" Who would take me ?»? 
"Miss Beeny, Tliave no ddubt,'' replied 
the Doctor, laughing. And he continued, — ' 
*< But ' seriously, Mr. Todd, I am speaking as 
a friend, I know how gnats are made camels 
in small eommunities ; and, out of regard to' 
your own character, you ought to do some- 
thing." 

*' Preserve me. Dr. Glasham ? that is making' 
a desperate case of it." * However, I put on 
my gravity, and told him what I had been fdf 
some days thinking of, with respect to Mrs. 
Oreenknowe. 

** Nothing could be better," observed the. 
reverend gentleman ; " she is a most amiable 
peraon ; and though, peihaps, considering' 
your years, a little too young — ^but that will- 
be no objection on your side. Have you said' 
anything to herself ?" 

I recapitulated what had passed in the 
morning, when I called to make up matters 
about the fracas, and concladed by requesting 
him to see Mrs. Greenknowe, and ascertain' 
how far she might be disposed to change her 
condition. 

"There is no time to be lost," said the 
Reverend Doctor ; "I will go directly ; perhaps 
she has not yet left the house ;" and with 
diese words he went in quest of the lady, 
while I remained alone in the garden, reflect, 
ing on the singular position in which I had 
placed mjrself. I was not, however, displeased 
that the affair would speedily be brought to a 
conclusion; and I could not but confess, 
while meditating among the flowers, that no 
event in the whole course of my remarkablef 
life, was less owing to any wisdom or fore- 
thought 61^ mine, than the chance of being 
married to Mrs. Greenknowe. 

But my meditations were, upon the whole, 
far from being pleasant : I felt somehow like 
a Hah out of the water ; indeed, that had been 
the case from the day I took possession of the 
hoase of Hillocks ; and I would have given a 
plack and a bawbee, to say nothing of a dol- 
lar and a cent, had I never had anything to 
do with it I was too long accustomed to a 
Ufe of business and care, to play the part of 
a gentleman at large with ease : in short, I 
questioned the discretion of my entire con* 
duct, from the period of my father's funeral ; 
and resolved, if Mrs. Greenknowe did not 
meet my proposal with some encouragiement, 
to prepare for my immediate return to the 
busthe and business of Judiville. 

If she manifested any symptom of compli. 
ance, and only stood out on some condition 
about going to America, I det^irmined ii 
should be no hindrance. By this time I had 
seen that my son was, for his years, a su|>e. 
rior youth, and that the lesson he learned in 
the duel had pruned the wings of- his youn^ 
impetuosity : I, therefore, could feel no ap- 
prehension Of committing to his ahd Mr. Her- 
bert's joint care, the task of winding up mf 
affairs/and of sending home my da'u^htexi.if 



/ 



1S6 



LAWUS TODD. 



dM 



Mm. Giwakaowe** objeetioiii to 
Atlantic were of en obetinete kind. 

The nunister was abeent at least an hour : 
wben he returaed, I peneWed lie had made 
np a face for the occasion, toaching his com. 
plezion with a gloomier tint of solemnity than 
was needed ; hat he knew then little of my 
wajr% and maybe thought I was one of those 
foolish lurdB that are frightened for bogles 
made of douts. 

** Well» Doctor," said I, adfancing soberly 
toward him—" what luck ?'* 

" More than I expected, and less than I 
hoped. Mrs. Greenknowe is very thankful 
lor the good, opinion yon entertain of her, and 
ia sensible of the advantages she wonid ei^oy 
with a man in yoor easy circumstances; 
but •» 

**Ah! that bat," cried I. 

" But she apprehends t^t^ there may be 
too great a disparity of ages," rejoined t]^ 
minister. 

'* Not a day, not a day ! it would not be so 
well were there less." 

'* So I said," continued the blackfoot. 
** Then she made some observation about the 
shortness of your mutual acquaintance, and 
crossing the spas, and living in the woods ; 
in short, she was too reasonable, which in. 
ereases the difficulties." 

Upon this I explained to the minister, that 
as to croesing of seas and living in the woods, I 
should make no bones; and for the shortness 
of our acquaintance, that was a defect which 
every day would lessen. "At the same time, 
Doctor, if she is bo reasonable, it's to be 
hoped she '11 listen to reason even upon such 
objections. Don't you think I had hettersee 
her myself 7 I 'm not of a grade, as we have 
had sufficient proof this morning, to woo by 
proxy." 

The Reverend Doctor concurred in this 
opinion, so we returned into the house toge- 
ther, where we found all the party we had 
left, and Miss Beeny so far recovered from 
her hystericals, as to be laying down the law 
on a case of cookery to the provost's lady, 
preparatory to the grand banquet to which I 
had been invited. The provost himself and 
Mrs. Grecnknowe were laying their heads 
together in a corner, and 1 coi\jectured that 
something concerning me was the burden of 
their discourse. 

Whether to open the business in the pres. 
ence of so many witnesses, or to ask Mrs. 
-Greenknowe to take a turn with me in the 
sardeo, was a little perplexing, especially on 
Miss Beeny's account ; for I saw her take 
out her handkerchief, and prepare herself for 
a scene. A moment's rejection, therefore, 

convinced me that jieither alternative was the 

right one, so I chose a middle course. 
- 1 went up iu a straight, off.hand, free, frank 

inanner, to Miss Beeny, where she was sit- 
ting iu her whites and yellows, like a broom. 

bw with 9, chemiee ^owh over it, and 



•aid, ''Wan, lAar all, so you and t Histf 
Needles, are to open the ball together." 

« What ball V cried she eagerly. 

** Thatjgrand ball and sapper whioh I am 
to eive to all the good society of the town, in 
order to show them that you and I, Miss 
Beeny, know how to give and take a joke ; 
yon must be lady directress." 

" Oh, Mr. Todd ! that would be delightful : 
but not being yet a matron, I cannot under- 
take the office," was, to my surprise, the an- 
swer of the venerable spinster. I replied — : 

" I foigot that ; you can only be there as a 
mademoiselle. But Mrs. Greenknowe — she 
can be matron : what do you say, mem ?" 
and I immediately went and seated myaelf 
beside the widow, in doing which I heard 
Miss Beeny ssy, in a half. whisper to the pro- 
VQsi^s lady, " Is. not he a captivating little 
man 7" 

"Ay, ay," implied Mrs. Badge, " we now 
see what comes of kittling knees ;" and that 
excellent woman was again seized with an 
immoderate fit of irrepressible laughter, du. 
ring which I had an opportunity of touching 
Mrs. Greenknowe on the elbow, and of re- 
questing her to take a turn with me in the 
garden before going home. 

When I spoke of the ball, I had no sort of 
serious thought on the subject ; it was said in, 
what Miss Beeny herself called bandinage : ' 
but she did not take it as such; on the con. 
trary, as soon as the provost's wife had laugh, 
ed her laugh, Miss Beeny resumed her laud 
and approval of the undertaking, saying — 

"A ball, Mr. Todd, is just the punctilious 
atonement ; it shows the true spirit of gal- 
lantry ; and, if you give us a supper, it will 
be resplendent." 

" It shall be all your own way. Miss Beeny, 
as it ia a peace offering." 

"Miss Beeny! Miss Beeny!" cried the 
provost's lady, " I doubt ye '11 be letting him 
kittle your knee again." 

" Mrs. Badge," replied Miss Beeny, with 
as much dignity as the conMpction of her 
air and manner could express-^" Mrs. Badge, 
I am not a woman of an inflexible soul ; my 
feelings are not obstinate, they are peripa. 
tetic. If I am content to forgive Mr. Todd 
his amorous insinuations, no one has any 
privilege to vituperate ;" and then she turned 
toward me, and said with great glee, ** but 
the ball and supper has nothing to do with 
the jurisprudence of the provost— mind, Mr. 
Todd, you stand adjudicated andh convicted 
to solace me." • 

. By this time I was beginning to fash at so 
much ado about nothing; so I took Mrs^ 
Greenknowe by the hand, and led her into 
the garden ; what we did there will be re- 
vealed in the sequel. 
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W«i krad and twowd wtth huthst *s uleat tbera.'* 



Mt ooftT^nation with Mrs. Greenknowe 
in the gfarden wiw to » certsia extent sstift. 
factory. She bad no objection to change her 
life, nor was: she altogether averse to eroesing 
the Atlantic; but ahe did not think herself 

«' ftified to give any answer on the main point, 
hich concerned me, because we were as 
yet but in an ordinary measure acquainted, 
and it was necessary to consult her friends. 

I could' *not but acknowledge the good 
aense and prudence of what she said ; but 
when I recalllBd to raii^ the fond confidence 
in ftach other with which Rebecca and I, with 
only roy daily earnings, committed oniselves 
into the hands of Providence, I could not but 
think thai the gathermg of g%ta makes the 
heart sordid. Bven in my second marriage 
there was little of hwnan foresight; though 
there wa» not that drawing of hollowed affec- 
tion which made me defy property with Re. 
becca, yet a plain and sincere reliance be. 
tween Judith and me saved alt the cost and 
trdnble of contnrcts and seitlemeoti ; we join* 
, ed hstads, in a low estate, for better' and- 
worse, and neither of us had ever cause to 
wpent the pa^arcbal simplicity of that union, 
though it was fDunded more on convenience 
than en impassioned love. Indeed, after the 
death of Rebecca, it was not in the power of 
my nature to love again. My spirit had been 
mingled with hers ; and when the. Lord was 
pleased to remove her from this worlds she 
carried away to heaven all that holy enthnsi- 
asm- which the gsraces of her. character had 
ail^ahdned in my bosom, and which blended 
in soch congenial affinity with the fine 
thoughts of her own innocent and beautiful 
mind. While she livedo X had no care, nei- 
ther anxiety, nor any worldly fear :.if at times 
a fialce 'of vapor appeared in the clear blue 
welkin of my apiriit, it was like the feathers, 
which are ahaken-fhim the golden wings of 
the summer morning, or the glorioua fiakea 
in the track of the setting sun. When 1 laid 
her head in Ac grave I ielt no sorrow, but 
r^erasolMnn delight, believing I had cause 
to think I was beloved by a gradous 4>eing, 
Wiio was- then brightening in the presence of 
the Light of Light. Yea; often when the 
Stan ave all in their splendor, I have a sub- 
lime penniasioB that at some one of those 
window* and apertures of heaven, Rebecca 
iookfl down upon the earth, with eyes of youth* 
fal yndneaa remembering me. 

I did Bot, however, tell Mrs. Greenknowe 
all this, but only* tlut when a bare young 
man I had married a gentle and religious 
maiden, with whom I had been sp blessed^ 
that while she was on the earth, I thought 
neither of.poverty nor of riches. I told hec 
alw tiiat I aterwards married agmn-r-ra wot. 
mil of anany household Tirtues, quiet and 
mild, pUciag all her happiness in seeing her 



I family leased with her solicitude to make 
them comfortable. And then I explained, 
that on proposing |o put my neck a third 
time in the yoke, I indulged in.no fond hopes 
like the dreams of my first love ; and thai 
Providence had so blessed my basket and my 
store, as to spare whqever might become my 
wife from the patient thrift and unwearied 
industry lilrhich was the lot of Judith Hoskina. 

'* In shorty Mts. Greenknowe," said I, ** I 
want a friend and companion— one who, coft. 
tent within herself, feels no trouble in pro- 
moting the- satisfaction of others, and who is 
likely to know that the first duty of a wedded 
wife consists in smoodiing the pillow of her 
husband. Women are wooed befiH^ mar- 
riage ; but there never was a bli^e hearth 
where- the wife neglected to tiike her turn 
and be the wooer after. Now, mem, I. think 
you are likely to realize all my reasonable 
expectations and desires in every way ; and 
though 1 cannot offer you a beau vened in 
the rites and ceremonies of what your aunt 
calls ' good sodety,* I can pledge you a faith- 
ful and an honest heart, and will settle upon 
you a compelency of God's blessings." 

To be sure, this was rather a bargain-like 
declaration; but Mrs. Greenknowe was not 
one to he warmed by metaphoricid .flames, or 
pierced with 'figurative darts. She listened 
to what I said, and replied to every point 
with BO much discretion, that I thought her 
more and more worthy of my best affections. 

She told me very frankly, that she could, 
no more than myself, give an entire heart ; 
that the better part of her's was cold in the 
grave with him who first won it ; but thai if 
she was ordained to become my wife, or.that 
of any other man, it would be for the benefit 
of her own happiness to draw her pleasucea 
from the same well. 

This could noit certainly be considered aa 
an acceptance of my proposal, but it was en. 
couraging : accordingly I resolved to perse, 
vere, and agreed sSie should take her own 
time to consuh het friends ; but as I might in 
the course «f the autumn be under the neces- 
^ty of going back to America, I hinted to her 
that it would be judicious not to be too long 
about it < 

Such was the stato of the understanding 
with which we remmed into the house, where 
we found MissBeeny and the provost's lady 
by themselves, serioosly discussing — at least. 
Miss Beeny was— the ball and supper she 
expected me really to give. The proyost had 
not returned, and ths minister and elder were 
both gone ; I. therefore did not tarry long, but 
left Mrs. Greenknowe to tell, if she thought 
fit,, what had passed between us. 

It would have been well, however, had I 
not .been so hasty in coming 'away ; for the 
moment I put my head out of the door, a 
swsrm. of boys, who were assembled before 
it, gave three cfaesxft; and a recruiting pasty 
at the cross changed their tune as I paMsd, 
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and nUyvd " The brisk yoang lad f which 
•erwihefpecteton a-langhfoflr* and manjof 
them shoated and elapped their bands. It is 
not in the power of tongue or pen to tell what 
I Mt^verily; Miaa Beeny Needles, all thy 
wrongs were amply avenged. 

CHAPTER XT. 
" l4Md ! how uf hmd sekM !— wlifti a head Imyo I !** 

Ftw days of my life have been fuller of 
▼ezntion than tiie day of that hobbleahow in 
Chncky Stanea: I have ever since, in mem- 
ory of what I suffered, called it the Black 
Wednesday. 

On my letam to the Hillocks, after the pre. 
cognition at the piovoef s, I folt myself much 
out of spirits, fatigned, and u all-overishness 
about me, as if X had been nnweH ; so I went 
and threw myself down on the soft, the scene 
of the onttage, incapable of gmding my own 
thongfatt.- 

I wonkl have sent for my son, and explained 
to him the nmeh ado about nothing; hot, 
upon reflection, I thought 4t a sniqect he had 
better hear of from another. Sometimes my 
mind was inclined to abandon Chueky Stance 
and Mrs. Qrsenkaowe at once ; then I recoU 
looted my two forlorn daughters, and kow 
weU that lady was caieolated to be of the 
greatest service to them; and that, though 
on the near side of thirty, as concerned me, 
she was still a handsome young woman. 
Thus, my thoughts rising and falling like the 
sea- waves chafing a sandy shore, I lay rumi- 
nating for some time ; at last I fell asleep. 

When I was roused for dinner, there was 
a note from my son cp the table, telling me 
he had gohe to Kelso races with another 
:yonng man, and that he would not be back 
before Saturday, when he hoped to find me 
well and comfortable. I had but little appe- 
tite, and this letter did not sharpen it. At 
first I was vexed that he had not told me of 
his intended exenrBion ; bat when I consid- 
ered what had happened, I was obliged to 
acknowledge he had certainly acted jndioious. 
ly by getting out of the way, and wished I 
could hove' done the same. It showed me, 
however, what I had not thought of before, 
that the time was drawing near when lie 
wonM probably be quitting his father's house 
altogether. This led me on to think thet niy 
other ch^dren, one after another, would be 
doing the same ; and that the day was not 
very far distant when I might find myself a 
lonely old man, in want of some such worthy 
companion a^ Mrs. Greenknowe, who, being 
younger, Was the better able to take care of 
my old age. 

During dinner, and all the afternoon, I ru- 
minated in that manner, and was far from 
being easy; at last I plucked up courage, and 
resolved to consult the minister, Dr. Giasham, 
finally on the stihjoct. Accordingly, in the 
cOdl«C the evening, I wafted to the manse, 



and had the good fortnne to me«t tlie nte* 
rend gentleman atliit oii^4por, coming forth 
to take his customary walk* 

After a few cordial reeiproeitieay not wi^ 
out lani^tsr again at my ex|doit, I infomUd 
hiu of nqr intmided visit and its piurpooe ; 
but as the partieulaia would not be interesting 
to the covrteona reader alker what I have re- 
lated of our conversation in Ihe morning; I 
pass the record of them by, except insomooii 
as they touch the cseult. ** 

Dr. CHasbam spoke with much wisdom ; 
lie entered very folly into my fealinga and 
apprehensions ooncemitig^the dejectfbn whick 
attends the solitariness <£ old age, and he oo. 
incided in opinion witfllhe, that Mrs. Gleoa- 
knowe would be a most desirable conneetiQii, 
and that she was not a day too young. 

I then related to him what had passed be* 
tween her and me in ifae provost's gsaxlnji. 
and he thought that for the time I had mada 
bold progress. So thought I myself; and, to 
confess tfie fact, I was somewhat vogie of the 
valor I had ahown her so handsomely off«hnnd. 
He thought that I indeed stood in as fair a 
way of soecess ss conid reaeooably, on no 
short a aotico, be expected ; and it was not 
untU I had used some persuasion, that he 
consented to see PrOvost Badge on the basi<* 
ness next morning: for the provost^ wife 
being neariy related to Mrs. Greenknowe* 
made him in consequence a sort of doer both 
to her and Miss Beeny Needles. 

The afikir being so for arranged, we. re- 
turned toward the manse. I have only briefly 
related tin upshot pi what passed. Oux coo* 
versation, b^ng both long and intersadnsv 
lasted fimn the door of the manse until -we 
had walked as far as Broom Hill «t the head • 
of the green, andtsome round by the tansy 
spring ; for, since we had the job in hand, I 
thought it as well to complete it, and accord** 
ingly gave him foil po^wer to negociate. and 
covenant the settlements with 'Provost Badge. 
At the manse door I wished him a very good 
night ; for, althou^b he pressed me strongly 
to go in with him, I was yet not just in order 
for conviviality. 

And well it was perhaps for me that I de«* 
dined his invitation ; for next morning, when 
the mimeter called to see if I was etfll of the 
same mind before going to the provost, he 
told me that Miss Beeny was. at the manas 
when he went in, and that 4te had some rsre 
sport with her, not only co&oeming the ooU 
rage, which die was beginning to make l%|ht 
of by the name>of ker oomieal haUneinatioa, 
but a purpose of marriage that she would hear 
aomediing of the next morning, givteg her to 
suppose it very neariy affected heneK. 

Though I could not be angry with Dr. 
Giasham for being jocose on auefa an occa- 
sion, Kking 88 I do myself a bit of joeoalty 
now and then, yet I was- diseoncerted by so 
much lieing aaidalNHitlt, and avliich, nmong 
oflier 4tengs» nourished «y ditfihv In d» 
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ordeis tnd mefhods of the good societf of 
Chaeky Sttnes^ Bat, inasmuch as it 'trotibled 
nd, it made me tbe more eager to bring the 
matter speedily to close quarters with the 
widow. ^ Accordingly, when Pr. Glasham 
went to the provoet^s I w2nt to her ; but on 
reaching the house, I learned she was also 
gone to the provost* s. The cutty of a servant 
lass saidy however, with a smile, that Miss 
Beeny was at home, and she was sure would 
be glad to see me ; so I spirited myself to go 
in. Scarcely, however, was I seated, and my 
bantering begnn — ^for I saw Miss Beeny was 
too tickl^h a subject to deal with otherwise — 
when a post-haste message came from Mr. 
Badge, requesting an immediate visit : I 
guessed she was summoned to the consulta- 
tion. 

At first, I was inclined to walk with her; 
but seeing the light in which we were regard- 
ed by the shopkeepers as we passed along, I 
changed my course and went home to await 
die coming of the minister, and I never was 
more glad of shelter than when I entered 
again my own door. But, alas ! there was 
no place of refuge for me. 

I had scarcely taken my seat on the cele. 
brated sof|i, when Mr. Selvege, the cloth- 
merchant, came in with his patterns. After 
many professional inflexions, he gave me to 
understand, that having obseryed I always 
wore black, he had come with his swatches, 
in consequence of hearing I was likely to 
require a colored coat, an^to beg the favor 
of my preference. 

I was much disposed to bid him go to an 
ill place for custom. But X had been so much 
worried by this time, that I could not act with 
ray wonted decision; and in consequence, 
out of mere incapability to give a firm answer, 
I looked at his patterns, and was persuaded 
to take a dark purple cloth for a coat, the 
mosi thriftless of all the colors of the rain- 
bow, and, I verily believe, an ancient shop- 
keeper. I likewise ordered a pair of decen- 
cies of the same color. Thus was he tacitly 
accredited to all his customers to announce 
my intended marriage. 

He was net well gone^ when Mr. Ribbans, 
the haberdasher, was shown in, come also to 
solicit my custom. I was really angry by 
this time at my own weakness in yielding so 
easily as I had done to the cunnipg persua- 
sion of Mr. Selvege, and did not behave with 
common civility to Mr. Ribbans, whom I sent 
oflTwid) a flea in his ear. But he was hardly 
out of the door, when my reason rebelled 
against the rudeness of which I had been 

Siilty : this was an addition to my felicity ! 
h, what would I have given to have been 
safe back in my log.hut, amid all the discom- 
forts even of Babelmandel ! Mr. Waft was 
amiable, compared with the last of my present 
veuitions* 

Chagrined at myself, irked against tke 
woild, my um&MitB w«re not yet ended. In 



came Provost Badge himself, with a complai- 
sant and' debonair countenance. The otgeet 
of his visit was to ascertain, before an answer 
would be given on behalf of Mrs. Green- 
knowe, what really was the amount of joint* 
ure I would settle on her. Having made up 
my mind as to this — having, indeed, been as 
explicit on the subject as I could well be to 
Dr. Glasham — my answer was ready ; but it 
was given a little tartly, for I was molested 
by the qaestion. 

" I hope you're not offended," said the pio- 
vost ; *' but I would not be doing my duty to 
my wife's cousin, if I neglected her interests 
(m an occasion so important.'* 

Before I could answer him properly — for I 
perceived that I had been betrayed by the 
natural quickness of my temper to answer 
him without a right respect for propriety- 
Miss Beeny Needles put her head in at the 
door« and said, when the provost was done, 
she had " an interrogation to eject." 

"Say it at once," exclaimed I, now no 
longer able to repress my irritation; upon 
which the spinster stepped forward, and 
seemingly begged to know what night would 
be convenient for me to have the ball, and 
how many couple I intended should be in- 
vited. 

It was well for Miss Beeny that the ques. 
tion went so far beyond anything that I ex- 
pected : instead of exasperating my disturbed 
humor, it clean changed it, and tickled me 
with an immediate flt of laughter, which had 
the effect of making us good friends.' And 
thus the black Wednesday, after all, ended 
pleasantly ; for the provost went away well 
satisfied, and, in less than an hour after re- 
turned with Dr. Glasham, bearing the con- 
sent of Mrs. Greenknowe that I should be 
received at her house on the footing of a 
wooer. The courteous reader will guess, 
from my naturally alert disposition, I was not 
long of following up the advantage to a con-' 
summation. 



CHAPTBR XII. 

" Be&ven doth with ui fts we with torehet do. 
Not light them for themielTes." 

EviSKT day, and every hour of every day, 
convinced me that it was not among *' the 

food society " of the rojral borough I was to 
nd a quiet evening. It might be, that my 
habits were not in unison with those of *' the 
better class " of the inhabitants ; but I now 
discovered there was a more primitive cause 
*-J had neither been born nor bred a gentle, 
man, as the laird of the house with the lonely 
lum remarked to his associates. 

The worthy gentlefolks were yery thankful 
for the dance.offering which I was worked 
upon' to give, under the directions of Miss 
IBeeny Needles, to appease their alleged in- 
dignant delicacy ; and they would, wi& equal 
gratitude, have sung, ** Oh, be joyful !** had I 
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done as mnoli for tkem eveiy month. But t 
I eould perceiTO there was some scruple 
among the gentleman, especialljr those of the 
pedigree order, whether I ought to be admit, 
ted into their fraternities on an equal footing ; 
so I buttoned my pocket, and began to urge 
a litde more pardcularly, in the course of my 
courting with Mrs. Greenknowe, the advan- 
tage of returning to America, where my pro- 
perty and all my best interests lay. Her 
eonaent to this I had no great difficulty in 
obtaining ; but I made no revelation to h 
of the secret reasons by which I was tn< 



er 
en 
prompted. 

After a considerable sacrifice of time on her 
account to deeornm, and after having endured 
doublets of humiliation in giving and accept, 
ing invitations among the leading members of 
Ae good society, the day of our marriage and 
departure was finally fixed. The week pre. 
vious I sent my son off with a young gentle. 
man he had scraped some acquaintance with 
to London, where we proposed (that is, Mrs. 
Greenknowe and I) to join him, and when 
w« had seen the curiosities, to pcoceed to 
Liverpool, and thence sail for New York to- 
gether. Miss Beeny, her aunt, was most 
willing to accompany us to London, and gave 
many gentle hints to that effect ; but I leiit a 
deaf ear to them all, for by this time 1 had 
beard firom Mrs. Greenknowe that the out.of. 
door folly and vanity of Miss Beeny were not 
her worst faults — she had an in-door character. 

As the day drew near, although I had be. 
fore me a fair and rational prospect of conju. 
gal comfort, I yet was sensible to a chilliness 
creeping* like an icy incrust^^tion, on my 
spirit. I was again about to bid my native 
land adieu — perhaps for ever — and why? 
because it seemed to offer me no resting- 
place. My early friends were aU dead and 
gone ; I had acquired notions and ways, both 
of thinking and of acting, not in harmony 
with those of the new generation with whom, 
had I remained, I should have been obliged 
to associate. Of all the passages of my life, 
this visit to Scotland was the most nnsatisfac 
tory, notwithstanding I wooed and won an 
excellent wife in it; but, as she is still alive, 
I need not be in any haste in giving her a 
character, for she may yet change : I speak 
of her thus favorably, to encourage her in 
well-doing. . . \ 

Besides certain legal preparations for the 
bridal, I had some little business on my son's 
account to transact in Edinburgh, which ob- 
liged me to be absent for several days. In 
returning, instead of taking the direct road, I 
came round by Bonny town, to settle for the 
reipairs of the home habitation, which I al- 
lowed Mrs. Cradle for her attention to my 
father in his last illness to occupy, on condi. 



tioB that she would regularly let me. know 
when it stood in need of repair.; and make no 
alteration whatever upon any part of it, but 
preserve every thinig^ strictly as it was. It 
seemed to me^ while 4t. so stood, that I had 
still a home. From the hour I first left it» . 
and amidst all the new ties I had formed, I 
ever ielt that I was far away. 

This, I partly allow, was a weak fancy — 
but does not much more of our happiness de- 
pend upon fancies and feelings, than upon the 
decisions of our judgment? Sometimes I 
think, if we gave better heed to them than to 
the elections of the understanding, our days 
would pass in a more even and easy tenor. 
Be* this, however, as it may, I was far more 
affected in that last night at Bonny town, than 
when I bade it in my youth farewell. . 

I spent the afternoon in revisiting every 
well-known object, and the few sad living 
relics of the olden time, who, though they 
were never my companions, were yet mixed 
up with recollections of those that were, and 
of harmless adventures, which it was a mourn- 
ful happiness to remember. I shed the tesr 
of a true-hearted, child on the graves of my 
parents. Over my father's, whose image was 
latest and brightest in my memoiy, I bent 
with the homage of contrition as well as of 
sorrow — ^for the lack in my heart was a sore 
wound, when I thought of th^ way which 
made me too late to receive his blessing. 
Verily, had I been that night doomed to die— ^ 
to bid an everlastiflg farewell to this world, , 
its sunny hills, and pleasant fields, and every 
jocund thing — I could not have been laden 
with a heavier sadness ; nor did I contend 
against it, for all the sluices of affection were 
then opened in my bosom, and every tender 
feeling was overflowing. Endearing Memory 
brought also her earliest tablets, and read me 
many a long-forgotten tale of the sufferings 
which my father had endured, and the tears 
he had wept, as he thought unseen, when his 
means failed, and his hands knew not where 
to find the wherewithal to support me, whom 
he implored Heaven -to pity as his helpless 
one. 

But why should I draw on this sympathy of 
the courteous, reader? Why do t not rather 
dwell and expatiate on the moral shown forth 
in this stoiy 7 ^ Has not that poor, infirm and 
pitied chila' been favored in a most especial 
manner ? His girnels have been heaped, and 
all his vessels filled to overflowing ! Truly 
may I say, that the miracle of the widow's 
small and valueless cruse has been realized in 
my person, and that I have good cause to join 
the powerful and the prosperous in their an- 
thems of thankfulness, and to wonder w^at 
am I, that such great things should have been 
done for me ! 
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CHAPTER L 

" 8w«0t friends, your patience for' my lonf abode ; 
fh^ it bat my affa{n^ b&ve made yon wait : 
VHwo yoo imB pleaie to play the tbierei for wives, 
111 wateh as long fin yoa tbeo/* 

FsoM the dtiy of my marriage with Mra. 
Greenknowe, whose name was Martha, all 
things went on comfortably. We left Chucky 
Stanes as soon as the ceremony was over, 
without regret on my part, but ray wife shed 
a few natural team. We traTelled at onr'ease 
10 -London, semetiraea taking a poet* chaise, 
and aemetimea a 8tage«coacb ; stopping where 
anght curioue was to be seen, making a very 
pteaaant jaunt of it. 

In London we abode upward 4)( a months 
and were so tired of seeing grand sights and 
fine things, that we both were glad when we 
left. We then, being joined by my son, went 
to Liverpool, where we took, our places in a 
pBcket.ship to New- York, which for elegance 
cannot be deaeribed ; and our voyage was aa 
agreeable aa it la possible foe a voyage to be, 
\^ peraona who w«re seaueick nearly the whole 
way. I wonder how it hagipened, that al- 
though this was my third pasaage acroaa ^e 
Atlantic, I was yet much worse than when I 
went the firat time. 

On our arrival at l^ew-Yorkj I judged it 
prudent, on my aon's account, to znake our 
sojourn there as short aa poeaible. Accord- 
ingly, aa soon as Mrs. Todd had rested her- 
aelf and seen the curiosHiea, among which I 
ahowed her all my old places of abode, and 
where her pr^eceasor Rebecca and I first fell 
in, we proceeiled by the ateamboat to Albany, 
and thence, in the usual manner, to Utica, 
where I hired an extra to Judiville, to which 
a regular 8tage.co(ich, m^oh to my delight, 
had been established daring the summer, 

Baving written by poet from New- York, 
on our arrival, to Mr. Hoskins, Mr. Herbert, 
and my son Charlea, when they might expect 
us ; and having also sent forward Robin from 
Olympus, where We were obliged by fatigue 
' to atop the last night. ; we found, next day, at 
Judiville, every thing had been prepared in 
l^ood order for our reception ; and greatly in- 
•deed was I surprised to see the progress which 
the town had made during the eight montha 
p£ my absence. 

The main streets, both to the right and left 
of the premises of Hoskins and Todd — that ia, 
Hoekins^treet and Todd-street-^were pretty 
well traced out by more than thirty respect^* 
ble additional houses, of which seventeen 
wtte bandaome brick (fabrics ; the bridge was 
completed, and the frame of a PraabyteriaP 
CfaWFch for Mr, ^eU w§b raisedt In other 
pana of tba |qwii |h« ia^provem^iit U«4 been 
fi|\i^ wiAn I ftlt^lhtVi iht «4AUaiii with 



hundred and fifty hooaesi of which upwaad of 
a hundred were handaome and sobatantial 
edificea. Politeneia, vrith her ahoe-braafaea, 
had atao heeomii a settler. One of the^rat 
thinga I saw on the maaon's abed at the cor- 
ner of die Eagle tavern, not quite finished, 
/•waa a laige yellow printed biU, annoanding 
the establishment of an agency for the aala of 
Day & Martin's blacking. 

X may pass over the reception we recevred 
from our friends. It waa warm and kind, 
aueh aa I wiAed and expected it would be. 
My dai^htera, of wikom alone I had ,any 
doabt, received their stepmother with respect, 
ful cordiaBty ; inaomvch, that shejBraa highly 
pleased and agreeably anipriaed to find them 
in every point of breeding and behavior. far 
above wJiat I had led her to hope for. : They 
had, indeed, profitted larg^y by thi^ir inier- 
cottfse with Mrs. Cockspur and Miss Volam" 
nia. 

The only drawback oo the joy. of my re- 
union with so many friends, waa the condi. 
tioA in which I found my worthy beoefaotor, 
Mr. Hoskiosk He had met with an accident 
by tumbliag over a atomp in the atfoctrr-for 
they were ^iU numerous — ^by which he ruf- 
fled ofiT the dkin from hia left shin^Mne, and 
had been confined to bed upward of ten days 
by the wound, which bad indicated no dispo- 
sition to heal. * 

Mr. Herbert and the bank were both thriv- 
ing ; but I waa not long with him till I gave 
him a rough rattlingr for atiil being on the 
shilly-shally with Mra. Cockspur. The Cock- 
spurs were just as X had left them. The 
young gentlemen, however, only occaeipnally 
Uved with their mother, having constructed 
a handsome house, which they called the 
Grange, on the land they had purc&aaed from 
me, and were proceeding with improvements 
around it, both of a costly and ti^teful order; 
making, indee^f a place for pleaaants, greatly 
above the. cut of the country. 

I^r. Bell allowed the crowd of congratula- 
tors to be dispersed, before he paid his visit. 
He was an altered man, and ao much to the 
better that he aeemed more like a younger 
brotlrer than the aame person. He wore the 
same pale caat of reaignation ; but the stoim 
and the cloud that ao darkened his eounte. 
nance wero passed away* It was a pleasure 
to see a man, who had been ao deeply agi. 
tated, appear so calm and apoatolical. He 
still, however, was not without a remnant of 
tribulation. 

** The new settlera," said he, << are, for the 
main part, peraona of lax Uvea and light prin« 
oiple« } wsit moraoyeri ihay are ia gan^ral 
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Ihe left hand M y<w come into the town. In- 
deed, had it not been for the share Mr. Hoe- 
kins took in it with me, I must haye aban- 
4oned the undertaking.*' 

Olad ae 1 waa to aee the improved look« of 
lir. BeU, I coold discern by this speech that 
ke was aometiiiog like the lady whose hus- 
band hnilt and ftuniahed a houae complete at 
•U points for her, ao perfectly to her wishes, 
that she could not discorer anjr one thing 
wanting, till ahe happened to obeerve there 
was no peacock abcot the doom ; when she 
iiegan to wonder how he could possibly for. 
gntfeuehnn ernamenlal tfaiog^ as a peacock s 
• and I thought to mysetf» that Jf r« Bell is one 
of thoee scvt of p e m ens who, get what they 
wfll, must alao have a peacock. But, never- 
thdeasi he was not a man to be lighdy con- 
aideeed, for he had great taleno^ both as a 
member of society and a preacher | and kom 
the time his landy wife was buried over the 
falls, he had proved himself well worthy of 
Ike best respect of the settlers, making due 
allowance for the infirmitiea of humanity. 

thB ^idiviUe Jupiter was now a handsome 
•swspaper. Not only was ibers no lack of 
Sollian lettem and capitals, but the adver- 
tise n m n ts were adorned in a meet sumptuous 
manner, the like of which is not to be seen 
ev«n in the fashionable morning papers of 
London. The auction notices were beaded 
with the effigy of an auctioneer, demonstrate 
ing, amidst bales and boxes, with his hammer, 
t6 a crowd of bidders. iW tailors weie dis- 
tiDgttished by a dandy In the poeitieti of be. 
ing mea«Bred for a new coat, and others by 
devices eqaaHy elegant and appropriate. Dr. 
Murdoch, the original editor, was still the do. 
minis of BabelonAidel, but had not aogment- 
'ed his character for sobriety in my absence. 
In JudiviUe', however, the inhabitants were 
better provided : besides Mr. Belt's academy, 
whick degree his school had taken, two other 
seminaries of m minor class had been estab- 
lished. One of them was kept by a Mr. Din- 
iehoof, fhmi the neighboihood of Hawick. 
He was known to Miss Beeny Needles for 
his skill in rhyme-making ; and she, knowing 
' he was in America, had begged both my wife 
and me to pay him some attention. Accord, 
ing to her account of him, he wa^ what is 
called a sticket minister, or, as she more po. 
Utely described it, a petforated clergymvi ; 
and was a great friend of the Bttriek Shep- 
herd, by whom he was introduced to her when 
he was among the multitude of her jos. 

But gratified as I Was by ail I saw and 
heard, I yet had a missing ofBailie Waft. In 
ther'evening, while wondering what had be- 
come of him, and thinking I could have bet- 
ter spared a better man, my son Charles told 
me he was sUll the old pest; and that it was 
supposed he was busy hunting for silver mines, 
for he was seldom met with, and it was un- 
..deisloodhe cAenaheented himself for days 
lather alone in the woods. 



<' Speak of the devil, and fae'U appnar. 
Just at this turn of the convexsatiott* the 
i > door was opened, and the bailie looking in, 
said — 

" May I come for'art ?" 

After the first shouts of our mutual salnta- 
tions and congratulations had snbeided, he 
took an opportunity of whispering to me, 
that he had been long wearying for mjr re- 
tnn* 

** Ye*re overly taken up the night," naid 
he, " but rU come to you in the morning. I 
have somethiQg to say tha^s no* fit Cor street 
clatter;" and.he gav« his head a wag of iria. 
dom, and lookiog warily out from t&e corner 
of his eye, patted the side of his nose widi 
his forefinger, ^heieby giving me to under- 
stand that he was posseased of aseerot worth 
knowing. 



CHAPTER H. 



^ 



" There*! a kind of ckanietef in Chy Ufb, 
That to the obaerrei doth thy history 
Folly ualbld.*' 

As I did not propose to enter upon business 
nntji I iisd lookjBd a iittfo about m o ■■■ se en 
what had been doing and. what was to be 
done-^l happened to be in a humor to meet 
the bailie in his own way when he came 
aejLt morning. 

« Ye'el be weel pleased, Mr. Todd," said 
he, " to see what a giaod prospering place 
this is. It's coining money for ye when ye 
sleep: ye hare nothing to do but ^tllant 
away to London town, and court blithe young 
widows, and come home and find thousaQda 
of dollars begetting swarms of others, in ihe 
bank for you. Bot althoUjOh it's no^ my for- 
tune to lead captivity capti^, I have not yet 
been without a ahare of luck-^that I must 
acknowledge with thankfulness — but I stand 
in need of a hand with a weighty purse, like 
yours, to bring it to a bearing." 

<'Then it's true," cried I, a good deal 
amazed to hear diis, *< that yon have diseov. 
efed a silver mine in the wood!" 

"What would ye think,** replied he, with 
a satisfied smile, « if it were a gold one ? 
Bot whether mines be 'df silver or gold, 
money is wanted to work diem ; and, after 
all, they are precarious commoditiea, as some 
folks in London begin to find, to their Impov. 
erishment. No, t£[. Todd, to speak without 
delusion, what I have found is better than a 
mine. Silver and gold have I none, but I 
have much better.*' 

The bailie alarmed me a little by this, and 
I placed myself instantly on my guard, dread- 
ing he was at his hooky-crookies sgain. 
However, he continued, allowing for his od- 
dity, seemingly to speak to the purpose. 

" You know this is an unknown country ; 
and, therefore, as we are a^ ignorant of the 
•treasures in the bowels of the earth as of die 
siches m the tK>ttom of the seai it requires no 
great skill to make a discovery bynccideat. 
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We have all iietrd of a eoek t)iat fomid a 
praeiou atond on a middta ; watt, I'm a eock, 
and just with as ItCtle aagvottfaa' any- other 
oock, maybe I have ibutSt a preeiooa atoae 
too?»» 

<*Mayhe, baifo, ita a bit of glaaa— the 
atopiier of a omet,or the neck of a broken 
bettfe ?'' 

•' Nay, Mr. Todd, if yo're at your pranks,' 
III tio' proceed ikrthef : but 1 hive made a 
disooyery, ifaat's aomethinif sure.'* 

*«Theh, Mr. Waft, if it be of any value, 
Ihe money shall not be wantingf to a' reasona- 
ble amount ; but how is it to be employed V^ 

**'l have thought well, and with weighty 
conddemtion on that^, and as the sum will 
be heavy, I think we should make a share 
eoneem o't ' The first building onght to be 
of a handsome, a very handsome description. 
I would Kiot reckon for it less than ten thou, 
eand pounds sterling. If you have never been 
et Batb, in England, I have been^ — ^-^ 
' •** But what is this costly btiilding intended 
foiV 

•* An hotel, to be sure." 

'<* Aft hotel ! What is your discovery, Mr. 
Waft T- 

The bailie looked round to see that he 
might not be overheard, and pronounced in 
my ear, with a triumphafit whisper— ^ A 
'physic well ! a prime doser I When I tasted 
it~ first, I drank too much— ^h, Heavens, 
whatlsufiered!** 

It thn# appeared diat he had discovered a 
salt spring on ihe bank of a take-abottt ten 
mfles off in the, woods, afid that he projl^osed 
'to raise another l^tb, ChellSBham, or Sara, 
loga around it. His scheme was to bay the 
land from the Albany Land Company, to 
whom it belonged, and build in the fi^ in- 
stance a grand hotel. Nor ^as the notion 
wilhoift feasiblHty, considering how much of 
!]ate years if has been the practice of the 
inhabitants of the Southern States to come 
In droves dtiring the sickly season northward,- 
to the minetal springs, and' that a new place 
was perhaps Wanted : when, However, upon 
eross^qaestiofting, I found the spring was a 
strong aalt one, another thought came into 
my head, but I did not explain it to the bai- 
lie ; on ^e contrary, seeming to fall in t^ith 
his projeet, I impressed upon him the neces- 
sity of still keeping the discovery secret ; and 
lest some etfier person should also find the 
spring, that we should ourselvea go together 
<h« -first fine day to examine the place, and 
hring away a boule or two of the water,^in 
order to have it tested by a doctor. 

To all this he readily assented, saying — 

'«« But what are you to give me in the first 

infltanee for telHng you 7 I ought to have a 

Inek peaoy down in hand, as the price of let. 

ting you know the place." 

Thet* was something like reason in bis 
•tipulaittott. mad after ii disottssibn, it was oov- 
enantedp that if the water seemed likely to be 



turned to a protel^M vcoiuat, he sfaoiildlMLve 
a hundred doUara for his discovery, provided 
a purchase waa made of the spot from the 
Land Company. The haigain we imple. 
mented • the same day, by a rainate of agree, 
ment, which Mr. Herbert drew nspf to whom 
I confided my secret intention. The day af. 
ter the next was fixed fbr the inspection of 
the place ; the natare of the bnsiness 'Wiui. 
ling the utmost ■■ despatch ; for, by this time, 
it was far in the -year, the middle of Novsm. 
her, and the young men ot the setdement 
were often out a-gunmng in the wilderness, 
and there was a chance of some ^ them fall- 
ittgin with the spring. 

It may bethought that it sho#eda hasty pre« 
dileetion for specs, to begin, ao sooli after my 
arrival with a young wife, to meditate 'the 
establishment of ralt-works, for it was to do 
that my mind secretly inclined whenever I 
heard the whter was saline ; but' I had my 
eldest- soil to provide for, and I tfionght it 
would be as well, all things serving, to take 
the matter up for him at once : upon con- 
sulting Mr. Hoskins, he thought so too, and 
much regretted that the condition of his shin 
prevented him from going with us to the in- 
spection. 

The courteous reader, who sends to the 
shop or store, and gets his salt-bos filled for 
a few cents, has no idea of the importance 
which it was possible the baijie's discovery 
might prove to a new community, and there- 
fore cannot properly sympathize with the 
anxiety I f^lt from the moment he divulged 
it, lest my sbbeme shoald be anticipated .'He 
may, indeed; think there was litde discretion 
in Undertaking a ten miles' journey into the 
wilderness, considering how ill qualified I 
am to endure fatigue \ and so I thought hiy. 
self before it Was ^nded^: bat it is in the in. 
ihrmityof mynature, to imagine that- noth- 
ing can be properly ' done (especially of a 
speculative kind,)' in ^which I happen to* -en- 
gage, unless I have myself a finjQferin the pie. 
However, we made all befitting preparations ; 
three trusty men were hired to carry our pro. 
visions and blankets; and, on aocouut of the 
uncertainty of November weather, both bailie 
and I carried each an- extra covering. My 
eon RobhH who pleaded hard to be of 'the 
party, and was allowed, undertook to carry 
his dwn proWsionsand blanket ; and that our 
enterprise might not attract notice^ we agreed 
the arrangements shoald be made at Babel- 
mandel ; and that we should start from that 
village, although it waeat least a mile farther 
from the spring than Jhdiville, independent 
of the distance hetween it end JudiVille. 

When aH was in c^er, we went to Babel, 
mtaidel on the evening preceding the day ap. 
pointed, that we might be ready to set out 
into the Bush betimes in the morning.; but I 
must confess, that I wibs not altogether well 
ooflfient with myaelf for letving my Mranger- 
wile so soon among strangen ; and I had a 
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miiigiiruig of eonfidence toward the bailie, 
ampecting w» ahoiild ind his awan but a 
ffooae after aU. 

CHAPTER HL 

* * ni laad yoa ftboat, araiind, 
TkrMflk boft tfaieuf h boib, through brake, tbiODgh 
briar!" 

Wb roae befoae the sua : it was a sharp, 
pwple moniingy aa if the cold air had given 
Aurora the complexion of a dairy.maid 
abroad too early. In so far, to me it was not 
diaagieeable, for the toil of walking in the 
wooda baa ever been great to my loose sbuf. 
iliilg feet; and the clambering over prostrate 
treea and cradle-heaps, with my brief legs, is 
alwagra warm work. The behavior of John 
Waft was not, however, satisfactory; he 
wadked a Utile off on the one side fromKobin 
and OM, and was not, it seemed in a convers. 
ible humor. But I was resolved nqt to have 
mj ttottble for no^ng, so I began to -jeer 
him for taking us a gowk's errand* and to 
Biake light of the mare's nest he was oon» 
ducting US to see. He, however> took no 
heed c? what I aaid, but plodded on straight- 
forward with his oompaes in hia hand, so £ac, 
what with hia sullen silence, and the rising 
wind, and the rough, untrodden road, our 
momlng'S journey was not much calculated 
to aoften this austerity of my reflections. In 
short, before we had been out two honn, du. 
rii^ which we did not travel quile four milea, 
I waa growing testy and fretful : but for plain 
abame, I would have returned. 

When we had come to the aixth mile 
Uaiae, a boundary mark on a pine, we halted 
to take some refreshment, near a fine spring 
that came hopping and leaping, as it were 
with gladness, out of a rock. This was in a 
part of the foreat where I had never been, 
and it waa a place thit aeemed to have been 
nade on purpose for travellers to rest. Here 
we tarried some time ; and the bailie being, 
lor ao long, relieved of his care in tracing the 
road, resumed his wonted, pleasing looks and 
qaaint pawkrie, by which he, in a great mea- 
aura, restored my comfort. The day, how 
ever» was evidently overcaat ; the thickly in- 
terwoven basketing of the arboreus vaults 
above us, prevented the sky from being seen, 
but we knew by the deepened gloom around, 
and by aeeing no shadows among the boughs, 
that the sun was obscured. The wind, which 
had been a brisk steady breeze front the time 
of our departure, soughing through the forest 
like the sound of a rookery in the woods of 
an old Scottish castle, began to grow gusty, 
^nd to have an utterance more like the break- 
ing of wavea on the shore ; which I did not 
much like, for in that period of the year such 
mutationa in the wind often betoken enow } 
QfYerthelesp, aa wt only waQted iQ^r miles 
fco« Aa fowHiia of ^Bi«\iUpi«ii« m thft h^i- 
llt.M Ai«»4 Iht Vfnh^ vrt givdtd Iht kiint 



Before we had proceeded above half way, 
the snow came on ; it waa the fint of the 
seaaon, email and dry as sand, and eroel as 
salt. At fiffBt it was very slight, but as pene- 
trating as an evil apirit : gradiiialiy it cams 
thicker and faster ; and we were often lain 
to take momentary aheker behind a tree, 
while the rasping wreath swirled by upon the 
blast. It was what is called a poudri, and 
it razed our facea, as tt were, with wool or 
tow cank : besides that anguish, it wm as 
blinding as dust in March, and several times 
we nearly lost our way. Still, setting a stout 
heart to a steep brae, we however stfuggled 
on, and after some time reached the shores 
of the lake into which the spring rao. But 
never saw I such a eoene of desolation. 

The shores and woods around were greyly 
sprinkled with snow ; the i^aten of the lake 
were dingy and troubled j and the merciless 
blastsj with their wintry scarfs, were career- 
lug along the surfaee. There waa no sound 
but the plashing of the water, and the gnoan. 
ing of the wo>od8, and now and then the 
crash of some unrooted tree falling in the 
forest. 

This dismal sight caused ua to mend our 
pace ; and keeping as close to the shore of 
the lake aa we coidd* with a quick eye on all 
aidea to guard against (ailing treeSi we at last 
reached the fountain. 

<' So, bailie," said J, when J aaw it, *' this 
is the spring 1" 

" And is't no' a noble guah ?" ezelaimed 
the ejBHlting bodie, though his lips were a!- 
moatglued with eoldi and the icicle at his nose 
was considerable. 

To do hira^ justice, he had fcv once prac- 
ticed no deceit : it was^ indeed, a vast spring, 
and uncommonly salt. My son wee stooping 
to take a draught of it, in mere thojoghtless. 
ness, when the bailie pulled him hastily back, 
crying, '* If ye ha'e any regard for your in- 
side, I redde you talse oare how. ye drink 
^hat pickle.*' 

The cold waa so intense that we could 
not remain long on the spot; but having 
filled our bottles as the fair maide^ did her 
pitcher, at the ^elL of the worlds end, we 
had recourse to ouretore and brandy bottle, 
of which we really atood in need ; for, al. 
though our journey was only between ten 
and eleven miles, it had taken us upwards ef 
eight houra to travel it, so roqgh was the 
road, and so ill waa I at the travelling. But* 
notwithstanding the coldness, I was in high 
glee, and full of golden hopes, afid humored 
the bailie, as he pointed' out to me where the 
hotel should be placed, and a^ moa| ehgihl^ 
situation for a row of bujddings to face the 
lake. I allowed hiin to go on with his ^sstls 
building, but my own plan was lU^d^aiid I 
w«s only anxious to be homei.and to make s 
hargMn for tha lapd with ^e tiiiid Q^xw^fifi 
\P UM w»tsr i^vtd on fX|iAi4ni«iit nt ^ 
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LAWKIE 1 

■tmgth i)f mn, nstricB the endeiTan of 
srarice and imbiiion. 

Tbe resting had BtiHBned my limbe, and 
when we rose with ota hcee homewarde 
felt that il was an utlet impoBBibiltty for 
to travel much Tarther that erening. It is 
true, WB did not eipecl 

del : we had prorided ourwliaa for piwing 
the nighl ia the wood'i but we had reckoned 
on getting to fai as to reach il in sufficient 
lime next da; to enable me to Ir; what bar- 
eaio T would mikG with the land.offiee ia 
Sspoleon before going home. 

But ID spend that wild and bowling night 
liDBhe'ltered on the banks of the roaring and 
dismal lake was terrible even to imagii 
while the occaaioual avalanche of the faUing 
trees warned ub of the dangers we had to 
encauDler in the woods : after holding 
council of war, we reacdTed to trust in Pi 
videnee, and I made the beat eflbrt a willing 
heart could do in the sere labor, as il was to 
me, of reiiaeing aor steps. 

Our relnming was in some reipecis lese 
■erere than our going ; the wind was on on[ 
backs, and the air within the Buah waa 
inildet than on thn bleak sh-f.. bnl I was bo 
eihauBted that il became hci caal^ to halt, 
while WB had yel a good hour or dafli^hi 
before OB. The place we selected to pitcfa 
ODT tent, — if t may aay so, for lent we had 
none, was the middle of a growth of low 
young timber, which had sprung np after a 
windfall or a Ere. — we chose it because il 
was at some distance from the latge trees, 
amongst which the increuiog wind was mak- 
ing tremendous havoc. 

Hsre ths proviaionJwarers with their axes 
soon cleared a spot sulEcienlly spacious, on 
whid we constructed a ahanly with bark 
and branches; and, having kindled 
made ourselves aa comfortable a<i we could 
for the nighl. Soon after dark the 

began to abate, and tha =--.— j ~i 

tinuins that searching 
der which entered into e 
into bioad and Christian-like flakes, which, 
lodging on the bu-k roof of our habitation, 
added much to its snugnen. All, IhereFbre, 
promised well; and we wore too numerous 
to dread wolves or beats ; and as for the 
snakes, on sndi a night we knew they were 
aU laid up, and knotted in their wintry 
^ns. 

Il was onr hope, as the wind changed at 
iDn-down, that before midnight the snow 
would eaaie ; but in this we were grievously 
diaappointed, and long before midnight we 
had great cause for alarm. Tin Hakes eon- 
liniled to fall thicker and heavier g long before 
4ie mson roae, and aha roae al ten, the snow 
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prospect to me, who waa so poor a pedes. 
triad. I bad, however, made up my mind to' 
pass dke night as happily as I could ; I had 
placed myielf in the hudajof Froridanea,! 
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(uid,^berafi>T«, bad I no Uu; and Icotnfortad 
my son snd ihoie about me when they ei- 
pressed their apprehsnsions, aaying, we know 
not what a day may bring forth. 

Bailie Waft however, as the snow con- 
tinned to fall, grew more and more alarmed, 
and at last worked himself into a state of 
desperation. He could not rest in (ae shanty^ 
but, although the trees rendered it impossibla 
to see the heavens, went cfintinually out aad 
in, in the hops of discovering some sign of 
change. 

On one occasion, believing there was soms 
softening in the sir,he stepped a little faiihac 
than usual from the sbanty; and, in gazing 
about, stumbled against something and fell, 
at which he uttered one of the wildest crief 
ever heard on the face of the earth. We in- 
etandy alt bolted up, and ran to him, and ta 
our horror found him, by the dim scad of th« 
snow, sprawling over the body, and among 
the legs and paws, ofa huge bear, too sleepy 
and benumbed to do him any harm. He waa 
soon extricated ; but before we could gel tha 
axes ready to despatch bruin, die bnile had 
BO far shaken off its lethargy as to be able la 
effect a retreat into the ticket, whither It 
was not deemed convenient in ^e daikneaa 
aud a Bnow^tarm to follow it. 



fort to know what son of neighbor we had 
so near ; hut the adventure happening to 
the bailie, put Us all in good humor ', so wa 
heaped fresh logs upon the fire, and I, for 
one, wrapped in my blanket, enjoyed several 
hoiuB of comfortable sleep, though I dreamed 
that my wife was dead, and laid at mj back 
as cold as the clay. 



As the day began to dawn I awoke ; ths 

ow was still falling, but the wind waB 
solemnly lulled. The silence was awful — it 
wes dead, and Nslare lay cadaverous in s 
winding sheet. Once, indeed, 1 heard tha 
wood -partridge drumming an a neighboring 
tree,— a muffled hollow sound, which ro. 
minded me of the nailing of a coffin. As I 
Blood al the door of the shanty, thrilling wllli 
lesolate fancies, the labaring forest opprea- 
ted with (he wintry weight, fetched as it 
■rare a deep and weary breath in sdjastir^ 
:1b burden, and the snow fell in damb maa. 
IBS around, as numerous as the yellow Imtn 
n antunin, suggesting spectre thoughts about 
the end of all things. It was altogether aneh 

tnoming as nay be when the death of 
liversal life shall have come. 

The anew reached abovs my knees, and 
still upwards of eight miles from 
M : as it had Allen so early, it 
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WM tlioqght it would not stay long ; and we 
bad some idea, our piDYiaona beiDf still snffi. 
cient for two days, to remain where we were, 
in the hope of a thaw ; but Bailie Waft sen- 
fibly remarked, " What if another snow, 
itorm cooie before it?'' This settled the 
qaestloo. After haying taken breakfast, we 
jnepared for the road, but in less desultory 
array than when we took the field. 

The bailie, as. compass-bearer, of course 
led the van — no man could do the duty more 
carefully. He carried the instrument cau. 
tiooaly in the palm of his out-stretched hand, 
and without uttering a word, as on the pre. 
ceding day, he studiously, and with undo- 
viating eye, followed the pointing of the 
aeedle. The men with the burdens went 
nex^ and then my son, and last of all, to 
haTo the benefit of their trodden path, I 
hirpled in the rear. 

It would fatigue the indulgent reader to 
recount the toll and hardships of that journey, 
the indescribable labor of the bush travelling 
being increased manifold by the deep snow. 
Our exertions never accomplished so much 
as a mile an hour, and the effect to our limbs 
was more grievous than if we had walked 
£ve ; but still we got on, and were cheered 
by the hope of reaching Babelmandel tliat 
night, especially as the snow about sunrise 
giadually ceased to fall ; but as we advanced, 
2ie snow became deeper and deeper, until 
we had great reason to fear we should find it 
impassable. I kept my heart alive as well 
as the bravest of the company ; but as the 
snow deepened, I felt at times a touch of 
dismay. The eourage, however, with which 
the indefatigable bailie undauntedly led the 
van, was a heartening example : I would 
have been a caitiff vile, had I allowed myself 
to quail behind ao bold a captain. Bat though 
effort may deserve success, who can contend 
with his fate? 

We came to a place where a email brook 
ran black across our path. It seemed scarce- 
ly more, than a yard in width ; the stream 
was a mere dribble — a child would not have 
swithercd to step over it, nor did the bailie ; 
jbut Aese swale-runnels are often deceptive, 
and it was so in this instance : — ^the brook 
itself was small, but its miry margins were 
wide and deep. 

The bailie, in jumping across with the 
compass in his hand, alighted on a fallacious 
stool of mud, and plunged down into the 
mire above his knee, by which he was thrown 
forward, and the compass was dashed in 
pieces against a stone. My misfortune in 
doing the same thing was also great. By the 
exertion, the two buttons on the back part of 
the waistband of my decencies were torn off. 
Let no man smile at this as a trifle, but add 
to the catalogue of human miseries, " walk. 
ing through an American forest in ihe snow, 
having lost the holdfasts of your braces." It 
was not, however, when the accident hap- 



pened, that the extant and effects of the dam- 
age I had sustained were appreciated ; for 
then we were all too much diseoncetted by 
the destruction of the compass, as it happen- 
ed to be our only one. 

There was great thoughtlessness in bring, 
ing but a single compass : I had never im. 
agined such a thing possible, for my son had 
laid in a store of mathematical instruments 
while we were in London ; and I reckoned 
that on such an expedition he would not neg. 
lect te bring a compass with him. But he 
had ; and there we were, on the untrodden 
snow, and in the pathless wood, as complete- 
ly astray at once, as if we did not know our 
right hands from our left. 

For some time we stood in consternation, 
looking at one another, till Bailie Waft, ahnost 
beside himself, gave a shrill laugh of affliction, 
with the tears hopping down his cheeks, and 
cried, ** Oh dear I if we die on the snow, the 
wolves will eat us." 

" And they'll have but a tough job with 
you,*' said I sharply, for it was not an occa- 
sion to encourage disconsolate councils. 

As Babelmandel lay in a south-easterly 
direction from us, one of the men suggested 
that we ipight reach it by carefully observing 
the moss on the northern side of the trees, 
but I was decidedly averse to the attempt. 
The obstinate fellow, however, persisted in 
his opinion, and left us. 

Our situation grew every moment more 
terrible. After some fruitless marvelling, we 
all became silent : deserted by hope and hu- 
man reason, I fell upon my knees and im- 
plored Divine aid, which was instantly vouch, 
safed. 

" Friends !** cried I, starting up, " Provi- 
dence has put an idea into my head that may 
help us. We have followed the compass in 
a straight line through the snow ; let us go 
back along our track some distance, and set 
up sticks for pickets. By looking along them 
in the direction of our way, we shall see what 
trees we should pass by ; and thus, although 
we may not exacdy reach Babelmandel, by 
keeping a little to the left we must assuredly 
come somewhere upon the road, between it 
and Judiville." 

This providential inspiration cheered all 
hearts; and lamenting the rashness of the 
unfortunate man who had left us, we imme- 
diately set to work, and were prooeeeing with 
confidence, when it began to snow again, 
threatening to obliterate our path. The wind, 
too, began to roar in the trees, and we heard 
around us the crash of several falling ; but 
the most dismal circumstance was the drifting 
of the snow, by which the track was over- 
whelmed, and my companions cast into the 
depths of despair. One of the men became 
frantic, and was with difficulty prevented 
from cleaving poor Mr. Waft with his axe. 
The bailie, equally wild, threw himself on 
the ground and rolled about in an ecstacy of 
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tenot ; mj aon iiood campOM<t, eirefoIlT ob. 
■erviiig ms ; and tbe other man mi down ia 
the lee of > fsllan tree, and, drawiag his blan- 
ket iround him, awaited in alencc what tbe 
Lard might be pleased to do for us. I alone 
■wu calm and collecied; the heariening I had , 
received by the answer so speedil; gitea to 
my prayer, comforied mo with an Basaraoce 
that we would yet be preserved. Nor was 
this faith in vain; for while t was standing 
ruefully looking around, s wounded deer, 
tracking the snow with his blood, mddeuly 
bouudod by, and eODTineed ns that a hanle'r 
coald not be fsi olf. " Ut an halloo, IHends," 
eictumed I, "and make a noise; perfaips 
we may be beBid, notwithstanding the roll- 
ing of the wind." We did go, and were an- 
■wered by a gun ; at the report we haatetied 
forward in the direction IVom which il came. 
and hallooed agaiu. Tbia brought a dog lo. 
ward OS ; it belonged to the Cockepnn. Pre. 
Mntly Oliver Cockspar appeared in eighL 
We were rescued, and reloraed thanks for 
onr detiveranee on the spot. But the unfor- 
tunate man who had BO rashly left ua perilled' 
in (ho snow, or was devoured by wild beaata, 
for he was never more heard of, though •mne 
>ay thai bonee were foond snppoMd lo have 
been hie. 

CHAPTER V. 



Ala. OuTES Cociarck had a pocket 
paii, and rejoiced not a tinla in bein 
agent of our presnrvalion. Be reanii 
our eahaiiated epirita, and put new vigor ia 
oar wearied limba, by ifae glad tidiogB of oar 
beisg within ■ mile of Napoleon, which, by 
tiia cootM we had taken, w«a eoiwiderablr 
Dearer than Babelmandel. 

Ai he appeared to wonder a good deal at 
what could have been the object of onr jonr- 
ney, especially when be heard we had qrabi 
the night in die bosh, I let bim parity into 
my conlidence ; and never waa a time better 
cboeen for any commanlcatlon, for he had 
hia teali with him — it being a role and habit 
with bim and hia brother never to go into the 
foieit withoul them ; so thai, bafore reaching 
Napoleon, my bnsinesa was in a manner de- 
wrmiited, for the water [iroved eieelleat brine, 
Biid I resolved to parohase the land at once. 

Accordingly, though in need of rest and 
lefreshment, I sent ihe party on to the tavern 
to order some repast to be prepared, and went 
tnyaetf atreight lo the land-oBice, where I 
made an extraordinary discovery of the cun- 
ning of Bailie Waft. On speaking lo the 
agent for the lot of land, which I described 
as well SB I could, for we did not happen to 
notice any of the aurveyor's marka and monu- 
menta — indeed, the weather waa such 
could net look for them — he mentioiie 
Mr. Waft bad been with Mm some til 



fore, with a proposal to dados* lbs secret of 
a mineral discovnty lie had made on the 
shores of the lake ; bat the agent, having no 
faiih in hia judgment, did not listen lo bis 
propoeilioa. It was, therefore, moat fotluaate 
that I bad sent him on toibe tavern ; forked 
be been with me, snepiciens might bate 

ing — B thing which I do not like. 1 had re- 
ally enough of il as it was, for the agent ei- 
preaaed his surprise that I should think of 
buying only or.e lot of land so far from (he 
setdemeDta. I got od^ however, prcUy well, 
by remioding him of my new wife, and ikal 
as Judiville was bst becoming a great town, 
we might need a eonntryJiosse in time for 
oar intended young family ; obeerritig. that 
the fpot was a sitnation with which I was 
greatly taken. 

" On which ride of the lake V asid be. 

" The BOBth," 

"The south r Why, the land tbet^isiary 
indiSTerenl — not half so good aa on the twirtb- 
em aide; and I understand tb«re is a vile, 
tmwholesome, brackish marsh. How esme 
yon to think of the soulh 1" 

Here I was a little puzzled ; bat I aaid, 
" Bocaiua I like to look on ifae bright side o( 
ihinga. If you build yonrhonse on tbe noslh- 
em bank of a river or lake, yon have alvraya 
the ann in your face, and must shut your 
window during tbe beat part of tbe day, while 
the ahadow of every abject you look npaa ia 
mmed toward you ; whereas, from the aonih. 
am aide, all ia tbe reveiae, and the window* 
of the bonaea oppoaita spsrkle like MM*— * 
beantifat sight wtien you ate aitttng in the 
cool shade.'' 

Having ibrown this dnat in Ua eyes, I 
complairied of my fatigue, which was naiAt, 
and got a bargain for three bnndied acres 
quickly concluded. So moch land waa not 
wanted for my special purpcae ; but I tbonght, 
in time, the ssl I- works would breed avillsga, 
perhaps a town, and the coat waa not con- 
siderable for even so remote a apecDlBlion — 
especially as I paid nothing for tne sprisg, of 
which ruithing wat known at the office, and 
t kept my thumb upon 't. 

Having completed the bargain, and n- 
ceived the agreement. I went to ih« tavern 
and joined tbe othem, wbsre it waa not to 
seek what I bad to say to the bailie for bis 
donbls dealings. 

•' So, Mr. Waft," said I, ■' ye're a slick 
hand at aeeret selling : can yon expect to get 
the hundred dollars, after having been al- 
ready hawking your ware from door to door?" 

" But, I did not asll 't though ; nobody waa 
the wiaer by my telling I had a secret to sell," 

" True ; but ye told enou^ to 'wsken eu- 
rioBily. We shall see what a price the agsol 
wilt ask for the land, ^hen he baa etpland 
Ihe shores of the lake, and found Out your 
'■■■'•.wbII, your fountain if ^acuUpiut. X 
•ly frif nd, it was b rainy day you, wbotw 
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fon took your hen for Mile to the land-offioe. 
m short, Mr. Waft, I nerer wis mora con* 
foonded than when the agent told me yon had 
heen with him — for yon know well, air, that, 
liad yon atated the fiict, I never would have 
VBudertaken the fatigae and hasard of this 
dreadful journey." 

** Oh, Mr. Todd,*' was die reply, ** ye need 
HA motmt your high horse to ride me down 
jn that way. What I have shown you was 
ft aeeret ; and, saving among ounelves, is a 
•eOret still. Nay, nay, Mr. Todd, the httn- 
dred dollars are as safe for me aa if they were 
itt my own poaeh." 

"But the land, spring and all, are sold. 
What do yon say to that V 

« If that's the case, then I will say ihera is 
leal honor and mora roguery in this world 
than ought to be. Ay ! the land sold — and 
the spring likewise ! Who can be ihe buy- 
er? Do you think he knows the quality of 
Ihei^ter?" 

" Just as well as I do, Mr. Wafu" 
•v» ** Dear nie, dear me, Mr. Todd, but that's 
]Mithetical. Who can be the purchaser? 
Surely, Mr. Semple would never be guilty of 
that" 

« Mr. Waft," exclaimed I, « can I credit 
aiy eaia; did you tell Mr. Semple too?" In 
ibe name of honesty how could yon diiuk of 
taking me in in such a maimer?" 

** Weel, Mr. Todd, if ye'll be (Juiet and no' 
kow wow at me, I'll tell ye the Oude's truth. 
Ye see, ye wero not come here— ye wera on 
tike perils of your voyage, and Mr. Semple is 
c spirity man and most liberal, as every one 
knows who deals with him, which is more in 
a certain sense than can be said of you. So 
1 thought, if I could turn a penny by him, I 
vraa under no obligation to wait for yoa. Now 
that's &e plain truth ; but if he has gone*^in 
a clandestine manner and bought the land — 
where 's honesty?" 

By this it was quite evident the bailie had 
been at his old trade ; so, after some farther 
jeering, I told him the land was secured by 
ne, and that he should have the hundrad doL 
lars ; but while we were speaking, one Of the 
clerks from the land-offlce came to ihd in 
great haste, to beg I would give up the agree- 
ment, as the company at Albany had juat sent 
orders on ho account to dispose of that par- 
ticular pidce of land) and the letter waa in the 
office, though unopened by the ageiitj while 
I was making the bargain. 



wonted aiertneas 1 mi^ have been ovt'eff 
from the happiest ehanee which had yet be. 
fallen my famUy ; — ^I say my family, beeaMe, 
content with what the stora and the land spec 
had done for myself, I only laborod in the af- 
fair of tiie salt-worfca for the benefit of mj 
eldest son. 

CHAPTER VI. 

"SliiUlafaide 
ip this dall world, whioh, in tky dbMaM, « 
No better than a stye V* 

On reaohing home, where great ansiety 
during the snow-storm had been felt Hsr aa 
all, I found an important event had tahen. 
place. The two Cockspurs, perceiving thsdin 
the prosecution of then* comrtry improvementB 
it would not be in th^ power, particitely 
during the winter^ to be much with tiieir mo- 
ther, had signified to her they wonhl no Untg- 
er oppose her union with Mr. Herbert. On 
the morning after my ratum that gentieosan 
called to inform me of this ; and it waa de- 
termined between us that no time shoidd be 
lost in completing the marriage. 

No ^vent, which did not directly aiieet 
myself, ever gave me so much pleasuM as 
this. It seemed to me all that was neceaaaiy 
to consummate the happiness of a most ex- 
cellent and admirable person; and I had 
many a consultation with my better half, as 
to what we ought to do, ill order to show our 
esteem for the geoileraan and the lady on the 
oceasiOtt of their wedding. Not Aat it was 
to be distinguished by any inordinate during — 
quitO the reverse. It Was, in every way^ to 
be brought about as on ordinary oeourra&ee ; 
but we wera a&zlous to present them wi^ 
some testimonial of our respect. It was sin- 
gular, howeVen and we have ofiea sinee both 
spoken of it, that, notwithstanding our ear- 
neatness, we never came to any agroement 
concerning what the eomplimest should be; 
Which, it must be allowed, waa remarkable-^ 
it was ominous. 

An early day Was fixed for the ceramOny, 
Mr. Bell was bespoken to perfonn it, and all 
the nick-knaeky preparations wMiid on aach 
occasions were sedately going forward. But 
three days before the time appointed a tre. 
mendoua drifting snew-storm came on. Mra. 
Gockspuri at the time, was with mf wifoi and, 
in the hope it would abate Awards the even- 
ing, consented to spend the afternoon at our 
house. But the hunicane eontinued to in. 



fidgety and uneasy^ and finally snatching his 
ste^from the comer where he had placed it, 
he left &e room^ and we saw no more of him 
for some time. 

It appeared that he had opened a eorres. 
pondence with the company, and, in the hope 
of a reward, had disclosed the secret, and 
described the situation of the spring; but 
not receiving a satisfactory answer, he came 



On hearing &is, I observed Bailie Waft crease; the violence of the wind was hideous; 



no person of Mrs. Coekspur's years oould 
wresde with it ; it tore the roofs off the un. 
finished buildioge, scattering all things that 
came within the sweep and swiri of its ^irts. 
Some two or three hours after dark, the 
outrageous blast began to lower his horns, 
and to forbear his tossings, insomuch that 
Mrs. Cockspur thought, with my help and 
Mr. Herbert's she would venture to her own 



to me. So that, had I not exercised my house, though the ekies were as bl«kck as a 
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ftilf ft&d tke roftdy. filled lyltfa ridges of the 
drifted g&ow, was as an ocean suddenly fro- 
sen in the rage of a storm : we accordingly 
got her made up as comfortably for ibe under, 
tskipg B8 possible, and my son Charles went 
before us with a lantern : we had not, how- 
ever, proceeded above half-way, when we all 
began to repent of having left the house, for 
we stumbled in among Uie ruins of a large 
framed building which the wind had driven 
ovei into the street, and in which tiie anew 
lay piled in huge gatherings. 

Not haying heard of the accident, we found 
eurselves entangled in the wreck before we 
had any idea of what it was ; and the more 
we endeavored to extricate ourselves, we 
plunged deeper into difficulties, till poor Mrs. 
Cockspur became so alarmed and exhausted 
that she could make no farther exertion. — 
Lights and aids were soon obtained, and in 
die end she was lifted out of her perilous sit- 
utttion and carried home, but in such a con- 
dition, that there was reason to fear she had- 
received some serious injury. 

Next day she was very ill : in addition to 
a dresdful cold and fever, she had received a 
contusion on the side, that made her unable 
to raise her right hand, or even to move it 
without suffering great pain. The distress 
of her family and of Mr. Herbert was unspeak- 
able ; for, although immediate danger was 
not apprehended, still there was cause to 
diead iie worst so long as the fever continu- 
ed to increase. 

On the day appointed for the wedding, her 
appearance became alarming^ her eyes sank 
deep in their sockets, her teeth seemed to be 
promidedi and altogether she was more like 
the embalmed inhabitant of a tomb than a 
breathing Christian. 

Mr. Herbert was not pre8eAt,.but only Mrs. 
Todd and myself, when that frightful change 
took place. Seeing death so manifest, I went 
for Mr. Herbert^ and» as calmly as I could,, 
prepared him for the event fast coming. He 
accompanied me back to the house ; but al- 
diottgh I had sdemnly warned him ef the 
great alteration, and it had become more aw- 
^1 during the space of my absence, he waa 
80 shocked on entering tb& sick chamber, 
that it was with difficulty we goi him placed 
in a chair at the bedside. 

The afflicted lady looked at him, and, it 
would seem, intended to smile *,, but her fee- 
fcores became so horrible and ghastly, ^at be 
covered his face with his hands, and ex- 
claimed, '* Oh, God !"— Nor could I myself 
look on the dreadful sight. 

Mrs. Todd, who luid attended her first 
hasband in his last illness, afterward told me 
ihat in his case there had been a similar 
transformation of the countenance, but that 
after death the features resumed their original 
cast. She was much calmer than I was ; and 
the two young gentlemen and their sister 
being summoned into the room, she dropped 



the curtains, that they might not &ea what 
death was about 

After contemplating the dying lady for a 
short time, I took the liberty of requesting. 
all present but Mr. Herbert^ to leave th* 
room : the patient heard what I said, aaA 
motioned for her children to come near ta 
her. By this time her voice was inaudible ; 
but she appeared to be quite Bensible of her 
situation, and to be endowed with moaa 
strength than her haggard visage indicatad* 
She folded the hands of the three within her 
own, and uttered something, no doubt hes 
last blessing upon them, and then, the signi* 
fied they might retire. Then, when they bad 
quitted the room, she motioned to Mr. Her'^ 
bert to draw close to her, and also folding hit 
hand within hers, a woful bunt of tean 
rushed into her eyes, and leaking up in hia 
face, she uttered a fearful sound of sorrowr 
a feeble, hollow howl, and expired. 

Mr. Herbert looked at the dead woman 
calmly and in silence for some time ; he thcA 
drew his hands across his eyea, and his teaca 
began to flow ; but his grief was at his beast 
— he showed no other sign of impaaaionad 
sorrow. 

" My fate,'' aaid he, turning toward me, 
*' is now consummated ! Disappointment ha^ 
done its utmost^ and it has been wonderful 
> in its constancy, and unchanged in its cha- 
racter. Often, often has my cup been filled,. 
and dashed away as often in its brief paasagt 
to the lip. Oh, Sophia ! but I shall net tairy 
loDgx and when I die our friend will see u» 
laid together ; there, when alUeonfusing tim» 
hath mingled our dust, may never herb arise ! 
barren should be the grave of fraitlesahapai) 
and a heart so withered as mine^" 

He then rose and went away to hia ewia 
residence ; with great kind feeling the Cock- 
spurs requested him at the funend to do thft 
duty of chief mourner; vtHben it waa ovm^ 
he returned home ; and on the seventh dajr^ 
1 did the same sad duly for htm, and placed 
\ him by the side of her whom he had lov«dl 
so well. The town were all there, and teanr 
were that day shed from many aa eye that 
had long forgotten to weep. 

CHAPTfiR VH. 

'* ¥o« have too maofa raipatc epoa HH wsdil; 
Tbsy Joie it tiiat d» biif it with nmol^MSt.'* 

Tub death ef Mr. Hatbait, apaat alt^gatiMr 
froaa the angaisb- ef heait with which Uaaad 
and simple Story aiCected all whokaewklBi^ 
waa to me a great kea : happeBomit so aoos 
after ray return, before there waa time UykA 
i&te my wonted custom, it oecaaienedmaift 
great deal ef trouble. 1 cedd not, howevar; 
bring my mind to boainesa while anytiUofi 
remained to be dene i» hia pentmal c 

' cems ; and had it not been ier the kind 
duct of Mr. Oliver Ceckspar, who really 
acted aa if ha had been the son of the da. 

I ceased, I would have found jnyaelf m na 
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tmall meaaure of perplexity. For Mr. Her. 
bert left several relations, and he had made a 
little money in the bank ; after what I had 
advanced him was repaid, the adjustmenti 
Uiougfa a small affair, was most vexatious. 
However, Mr. Oliver took it off my hands, 
and managed it in the end to the satisfaction 
of all parties. 

Another grievous tribulation arose from 
his loea as manager of the bank — nowhere 
could his equal be found ; and when I, at the 
request of Messrs. Haarlem and Breugle, 
stepped into his place until another could be 
got, the difficulty I felt myself in, on all 
points of the business, was unspeakable. Not 
that banking is a craft requiring a great 
stretch of understanding, for in that respect 
my store affairs were as the mysteries of 
JEJgypt, and needing the wisdom of the Chal- 
dees' excellence, as compared with it ; but 
it demands a particularity of attention, which 
does not well accord with my nature; in 
truth, it is a trade I never coald highly vene. 
rate, having uniformly observed that bankers 
were a class of the commercial community 
more remarkable than any others for the nar- 
rowness of their knowledge, and the straight- 
ened circumstances of their intellectuals. 
However, there was I placed, by that mourn, 
fttl event, behind the bank counter, and so 
tethered to the spot that I had not a minute 
to spare for a crack with a neighbor, though 
hia newa were ever so interesting. 

Mr. Hoekins, too, caused me also to have 
a great deal to do in his particular affairs. 
Being confined to hia chamber by a sore leg, 
and being of a disposition not to believe any. 
thing oould be well done that he did not see 
to himaelf, it is not to be told hew he fretted. 
Ih short, the first six months after returning 
from my visit to the old country, and in which 
I had counted on many days of pleasantry 
Hid pastime with my daughters and their 
new moUier, was, of all the periods of my 
life the most beset with importunate cares. 
Indeed, had it not been for the cheerfulness 
which Mrs. Todd kept up in the house, and 
]b»r kind endeavors to stop the plagues of 
nuch manifold business at the outside of the 
door, I verUy think I must have gene de- 
mented. But in her calm and sensible con- 
▼ersation I was indemnified for many trou- 
bles ; in thrift and honseholdry she was not, 
perhaps, so eager as her predecessor ; still, to 
a vexed man, she was a more agreeable com- 
panion— -in this respect, I think, she was more 
so that even Mrs. Cockspnr would have 
been, who was certainly, I'll allow, her supe- 
rior in many refined ways — above all, in the 
fine style of lady.like English which she 
spoke ; an accomplishment which persuaded 
me that ne gentlewoman can ever be properly 
genteel that speaks with the Scottish accent, 
whatever may be the virtues and merits of 
her character — ^for Mrs. Todd is, in point of 
virtues and merits, inferior to none. In good- 



ness of heart she cannot be paralleled, and 
the interest — I may say the affection — she 
evinced toward Miss Volumnia Cockspur, 
after the death of the distressed lassie's mo- 
ther, was not in the power of a mother to 
have excelled : I have no doubt it helped to 
hasten on that connection which is now hap- 
pily established between the two families, 
which began to kithe soon after the inter, 
ment, and in this way. 

Miss Volumnia, being lonely and melan- 
choly, was often with my wife, and in conse. 
quence an intimacy grew between her and 
my son Robin, who, though two years her 
junior, was yet a handsome, welLgrown 
young man, and of an open generous dispo- 
sition, which was greatly taking with every- 
body who knew him. I was the first who 
discerned what was coming to pass, nor did 
it displease me : on the contrary, it delighted 
me ; for where was he likely to fall in with 
a young lady equal to her ; and as to the dif- 
ference in their years, is was, in my opinion, 
and in that of my wife, a positive advantage. 
I, however, made an impregnable point, that 
they should not be married until the s&It. 
works were fairly established. In the mean- 
time, Mr. Bradshaw Cocldpur was now and 
then casting a sheep's eye at Marianne, my 
eldest daughter, and it was clear to be seen 
that another wedding was brewing. 

But in that period of cares and forethoughts, 
one happy event should be noted. My bro- 
ther, who, from before the time of my first 
marriage, had fallen into sach delicate health 
as to be obliged to give up his trade and be- 
come a clerk, came to see us from Pldladel- 
phia, where he had been some years in a 
bank. There was a small matter in our fa- 
ther's affairs to be settled between us, name- 
ly, the value of the cottage standing in Bonny, 
town — for the good old man left little more ; 
and to see my prosperity and his new sister- 
in-law, as well as to adjust this great inherit, 
ance, he paid us the visit. We had always 
kept up a brotherly correspondence ; and I 
was very anxious tiiat he should have gone 
home with me, but it was not in His power ; 
a circumstance which I lamented at the time, 
as we had not for several years met. 

This meeting was a source of great delight 
to me ; and happening when I did, I could 
not but regard it as another of those provi. 
dential events with which my life has been 
;9o singularly distinguished; while I could 
not but chide and murmur at myself for not 
reflecting, that by his having been so many 
years used to the banking business, he was 
perhaps qualified to take Mr. Herbert's place, 
more particularly when it so turned out : for, 
although he was not in talent equal to ^at 
great and good character, he was yet a steady 
and prudent man of business, with quite as 
much information and capacity as the gene- 
rality of bankers commonly possess or stand 
in need of. 
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CHAPTER VnL 

** W«U ; ha Id time may oara to oleu himMlf, 
Bat at this instant he ia nok, my lord^ 
Of a itronge fever.*' 

Passing by without further circmnstantiid. 
ity the matters of business,! ought, neverthe- 
less, to notice that I narrowly escaped a 
tough lawsuit with the Albany Land Com* 
pany, owing to the double dealing of John 
Waft, and it required some de:<terity to get 
ihe matter amicably settled — in the end, how. 
OYer, settled it was ; and by the time Mr. 
Hoskins was able to stir about again, the con- 
struction of the buildings for manufacturing 
the salt was actively undertakings In the 
meantime the bailie had disappeared ; he was 
never seen at Judiville from the day of our 
return from the lake ; and it was reported, 
that in the expedition he had caught a severe 
cold, which made it doubtful if he would be 
able to weather the winter. It was on the 
day of Mr. Herbert's funeral that I first heard 
of his illness ; but thinking it was only a cold 
by which be was effected, I paid no particu. 
lar attention to the news. 

When my tribulations began to subside, 
after the establishment of my brother in the 
bank, and I had leisure again to look about 
me, I missed the bailie, and heard with un> 
feigned concern that he was still far from 
being well. In fact, I never had thought 
there was much more the matter with him 
than shame for the way he had acted in the 
disposal of his discovery of the spring ; and 
as the question respecting it between me and 
the company was adjusted, my wrath did not 
bum against him always, so that I would 
have been glad to have seen him on the old 
free terms of banter, give and take, in which 
we had so long lived. 

But one day his wife, a shrewd old carlin 
as cunning as himself, came to our store, and 
aAer some loose talk about this and that, all 
to very little purpose, she began to wipe her 
eyes with the comer of her shawl, and to 
whine about the black prospect before her, 
and what would become of her if the gude 
man was taken away ; then she softly slipped 
in a word or two of cajolery anent my great 
friendship to them ; and finally worked upon 
my feelings, until she almost persuaded me 
that die bailie's heart was breaking for the 
thoughtless manner he had incurred my ever, 
lasting displeasure ; concluding with saying, 
that it would be a great comfort both to her 
and him if I would come up some day to 
Babelmandel and speak kindly to him, for it 
was hard to say if he would ever rise again 
from his bed. 

Being thus importuned, and having really 
no malice against the man, I offered to visit 
them the very next day, and in the meantime 
told her to tell him to keep a good heart, and 
when the warm weather came he would be 
as lively as ever. She, however, under some 
pretext or another, which I do not recollect, 



deolined my visit at the proposed time, wad 
fixed another day, some four or five off. 

At the time appointed I kept my promise ; 
and, to convince the bailie I was without 
guile or ill-will toward him, I took with mo 
a hundred dollars, to pay him for the disclo. 
sure of his secret, according to our compact 

On entering the room where he lay, I was 
grieved and shocked to see him, though every« 
thing but himself was evidently put in order 
for my reception. There he lay on the bed, 
with oppressed eyelids and a long unshaven 
beard, groaning from the depth of his distieaai. 
I wondered, considering how tidy all around 
him was, that he had not been in better or- 
der: I thought his beard might have been 
reaped, especially as it did not appear to be 
of long growth, not certainly above a day's 
more Sian from the time of Mrs. Waft's visit ; 
But according to her account he y/ta not able 
to bear the fatigue. It never occurred to me 
that it was, maybe, a stratagem concerted 
between them to mrork upon my compassion. 

I sat down beside him, and spoke softly, 
while Mrs. Waft took her place at his pillow, 
and began to sigh and shed tears. The af- 
flicted man could only say, at heavily breath- 
ed intervals — ** My good friend — ^kind Mr. 
Todd — who could have expected this from 
you ?" with many other broken sentences of 
malady and contrition ; after some time, I r^ 
quested to feel his pulse ; and he stretched 
forth his hand, saying, " I have had a wen* 
derfttl regular puUe from the beginning of 
this affliction, which is, I understand, one of 
the most fatsi signs about me." And sure 
enough no man's pulse could be more regu- 
lar ; his skin, too, was cool and healthy ; but 
Death, to all appearance, was sitting cross- 
legged, like a Turk, on his breast, making 
his breathing dreadful to hear. 

By and by there was a change to the bet- 
ter ; he breathed at times easier, and now 
and then a word of a phrase came from him 
in a clear and healthy tone, which caused his 
wife to caution him. not to exert himself, and 
led me to speak on the business of the hun- 
dred dollars. Somehow, as I spoke, hifi 
strength improved ; and before I had paid 
him the money, we were jeering one another 
at a brisk rate in our old way — I forgetting 
his indisposition, and he doing the same, un- 
til it manifestly appeared that his illness was 
a sham, put on after he got the better of hm 
cold, to wile by pity the hundred dollars from 
me, which he despaired of receiving. 

I am sure it will be conceded to me, that- 
if I had not been of an indulgent nature, this 
was a man I ought to have treated far differ, 
ently, not only for his conduct in this affair, 
but on other occasions, and yet I did not 
break off with him ; on the contrary, I allow- 
ed him to have a share in the salt. works, 
and a situation in the employment of the 
concern, to^rhich a comfortable provision 
was seaHMHMB for life. He was, how* 



iem, hg ..wh ich a 



A 




LA.mttt iittn^k 



lB#»r,'a f«sdew€nMitttM: 4b Bbdn m he fbubd 
a peraon witling to give faim e sttmof mdney 
fir Che plaoe end share, and who Was accep- 
table to the mantgere, he roelgoed 4n -his 
fiivor. 

But the bodie was not all bad ; he had 
■one heart, even though his conduet might 
be so easily constructed as to make him ap- 
pear sordid without restraint of principle. 1 
am the more particular in mentioning this, 
■8, from many things herein stated, it may 
be alleged that it argued little for my discre- 
ti<m to haye treated such a tricky eharacter 
With partiality. The matter, however, te 
which I allude, must not be discussed in this 
incidental manner. 'Forit was truly the most 
wonderful event in ray history ; and the part 
the bailie took in it was calculated to wipe 
off the score of many fatalis, at 'least in my 
httmbte opinion. 

CHAPTER IX. 

"Itiialldo'vraU; 

The people loireiBA." 

Tub courteous reader most haVe aeen by 
this time, notwithstanding- ndy 'juvenile indis- 
eietion as a fiiend of the people, I -Was not 
naturally- of a political turn : I had, indeed, 
from my first outset in life, too much to do in 
my private affairs, to have any leisure for 
meddling with those of the public. Thus it 
happened, that I took litrie intereet in the 
principles of our ne^vepapeito, **The Jimi- 
nux JunrfiR ;" I scarcely knew to which of 
the two great parties in the Union it was at. 
laehed ; all, in fact, that I did know, was, 
lint the first editor. Dr. Murdoch, was a Bri- 
tirii republican, and that when be vraaeober 
be wrote clever articles to which I did not 
very strongly object, though I liked them- 
better for their fond familiarity with old 
Scottish matters and things, than either for' 
the argument or the language, though the| 
latter was considered very good. When he' 
was in his cups, there could not be a greater 
Herod for beheading ; all who thought not as 
he thought, he regarded as delinquents that 
ought not to lire ; in verity, the papdr was. 
ai^domin my hands. 

It was not 80 with neighbdr Sempfe ; he; 
was much of a politician, atkd of the demo, 
oratic order ; so were all the men about ' hiaf 
mills ; and of course he did not highly ap. 
prove of the sentiments of the Yiewspapsr, 
which were more federal. This led him, 
now that the town had tripled in population 
since the establishment of " The Jotttbr,** 
to concert with certain opulent new settlers' 
f^rthe astablishment of another > paper, which 
th«3r called " The Chopper ; or, TrDb Oracle 
or'VBE Woods," and Mr. Dinleloof the school. 
Bgiiter, whom I have mentioilied as a friend 
of the Bttrick Shepherd, recommended by 
Miss Beeny Needles to my patronage, was 
appointed' the oatenaible editor ; the real edi*' 



tor, the writer ot' tfae^leading find influential 
artioUe, 'was a Mr. ^Scholly, a clerk to the 
Mill Company, and who lodked up 'to Mr. 
Semple as the friend that was to bring him 
forward in lifiB. 

There was nothing in the plan as here ex> 
pounded to call for any special remark, bdt 
the>plot was deep. Mr. Semple, finding Inra- 
self waxing warm in his circumstances, begiin 
to nourish ambitiotts conceits ; and the true 
purpose of his newspaper, as soon became 
manifest, was to open the way for him to 'be 
elected a representative to the state legiiftla. 
ture. 

Mr. Schelly, being a young and inexperi- 
enced man, did not manage the business jtnt 
so prudently as one of more wisdom would 
have done, and poor dominie Dinleloof was 
no check upon him. The consequence was, 
that he raised sucha rout about the democra- 
tic party, and the Junius Brutus virtues of Mr. 
Semple, that men of moderation were Offend- 
ed, and began to snuff a taint in the wind 
when either the sentiments of " The Orac&r 
OF THE Woods/* or the Roman soul 6f Semple 
the miller, were mentioned. 

The afifkir was not in the least interesting 
to me, t>nly I thought it an upsetting thing df 
Mr. Semple, though he was in a veiy thriving 
way, to think he might be chosen a represen. 
tative, which may be translated into English, 
a member ofthe Honse of Commons ; many 
others were of the same opinion, and heats 
and animosity were kindled in the town about 
it. At last Mr. Bell became so grieved to see 
the politics! schism spreading among his 
hearers, that he came to consult with me aa 
Co what he ought to do ; it being his idea, as 
w^U as that of moderate men, that a candi- 
date of more weight and popularity should be 
started against Bfr. Semple, who, though a 
man of Wealth and talent, was not overly well 
liked — ^in a word, he proposed that I should 
let my name be sent forth as the candidate df 
the federal party. 

Such a propositi'^n required time for consi- 
deration, and so I told him ; when just then 
Bailie Waft came into the store. As I really 
felt it was a ridiculous conceit to think of me 
for a lawgiver, I told the bailie, in jocularity, 
what we were talking of, and asked his ad- 
vice. This led on the conversation, until it 
came out that Mr. Bell and his friends were 
not in sincerity desirous to exalt me to sudh 
dignity, their obiject being only to repress the 
arrogance of Mr. Semple. Now this was 
whit I did not like ; I could never demean 
myself to be a tool in the'hdndsof any set of 
men, and I said as much on the spot. 

The bailie, seeing how I was minded, and 
yet discerning a great deal of plausibility in 
what the minister stated about my popularity, 
said nothing, but remarked that all the pur- 
pose nf asking me to become a candidate 
would be answered by putting me on the list 
of candidates without lo or leave. So passed 
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offthotdelibeziitxon ; but whai does the bailie 
do? He knew the smeddma that was in 
Djc« Murdoch's pen when sober, and he goes 
straight homo with the news to BabelmandeJ, 
aod fortunately finding the unfortunate man 
in a rational mood, he explained to him what 
great things might be done for him if he ex- 
potised the cause I was proposed for, and 
vizote in my behalf in " Ths Juriisa." 

By this time the iiearned Doctor was tired 
of Ida school, and was casting abx>ttt to find 
Bome more agreeable occupation, so that no. 
thing could have been better timed than Mr. 
Wafi's suggestion ; for he knew I had a great 
deal in my power ; and as the bailie kept my 
objections to the business out of sight, it was 
natural in him to conclude — I being suppos- 
ed somewhat inclined to vanity, a most nn. 
joat disparagement — that he could not do me 
a more agreeable piece of service than to fall 
on the Semple party with beak and claw. 

Accordingly, and surprising to hear, he 
kiggit himself, that is, pledged himself not to 
taste strong drink for a month, and the first- 
fhiit of his virtuous resolution was an article 
in the next " Jufitsk" — an article which, for 
bir and sarcasm, sound sense and correct 
views of a legislator's character, could not 
be matched. It not only thrashed the laddie 
SchoUy into a chafiT, but scattered that chaff 
down the wind. Not a word was said of me 
in it, but innuendos were thrown out, which 
pointed out who of all the settlers in Judiviile 
—meaning mo^was the fittest to be the new 
representative. 

A swearing and tearing reply to this came 
ont in the next number of *' The Choffeb,'' 
every word of which was intended to be as 
the stroke of an axe at the root of a tree ; and 
Mr. Semple was spoken of as the pacagon of 
animals, with other bombastieal decoration 
aiokeniflg to read. Dr. Murdoch expected 
this, and his faculties being refreshed by his 
abstinence, his answer was most dreadflii : 
he was as a bull-dog with a rat ; not content 
with crushing every bone in its body, he tore 
it in pieces, he growled over it ; and when 
ha had made it rags, he then, in a composed 
manner, compared Mr. Semple and me, 
weighed our respective qualities, as it were, 
in a pair of scales, and shook him out, not 
only as wanting, but compared him to a 
lumby bawbee in the old Scottish tumbling- 
tam, in such a comical manner, that he set 
the whole country side into a guffaw. Mr. 
Semple grew in a manner frantic, and with- 
drew from the contest 

This was Bailie Waft's work ; but he did 
not rest with that triumph ; he went about to 
make up a party for me in true sincerity, 
and acted in it with a sagacity that made us 
aU wonder. He was, no doubt, assisted by 
Mr. Bell, and some of the most sponsible set- 
tiers, but every body agreed that be worked 
with an instinct in the business that nobody 
eottld have previously imagined of him ; and 



so working, long before the month of 0r. 

Murdoch's probation had expired, that eru- 
dite personage, with some sijL or eight of thai 
most reputable men in the town, came in. 
form ta ascertain if I would serve if the eleo* 
tion fell upon me. Te them I gave the same 
answer which X gave before to Mr. Bell, but 
ia a different strain ; for then the thing waa 
like a youth's hope, but now it waa a mattei 
for the calculations of experienced manhood. 
My brother, who was one of the party, wa« 
amazed at my hesitation, and told me that ha 
thought I affected coyness overmuch ; but he 
did not know my mind so well as he imagia* 
ed, nor, though the son of the same parentfi 
and brought up at the same fire-side, waa h» 
ingrained with the auldUang-syne feelingly 
that made up the better part of the individual 
man within me. Still, as the proposition waa 
a great honor, and might be the herald t« 
greater hereafter, it would have ill become 
me to rejeot it at once ; so I told the deputa* 
tion, that I would send them a candid answer 
in the course of three days, and, in the mean 
time, I would reflect upon their proposal at 
a man should do, who waa not deairous of re* 
nown, but anxious to serve the community ; 
thereby giving them to understand how moob 
I was disposed to accede to their wisbee, ifa 
upon weighing the matter with the gravity it 
required, I thought myself qualified toaatiit^ 
their expectations. 



CHAPTER X. 

" What I ilMNild think of tUf , I eaanot tall : 
Bat thial tliuik, tbeiv'* no msn n m vaia 
That would refuie ip fair an o0bc'd chaia." 

The proposal to send me to the legitlaluM 
was peplexing. It waa an honor—- uiidonb^ 
edly a great honor ; but it it harder to deal 
with proffered honors than with threatened 
evils. What shall I do ? — and I reaaoned 
myself thereon, till for satisfaction I earned 
but vexation. 

When advenity marks us for her quany 
and her evils are ready to poimce upon Ui, 
our part is to stand firm, to summon our na» 
tive courage, and to trust to Providence fbr 
aid to withstand the onse^— then to have con- 
fidence in himself and in his destiny, sets the 
man upon the rock of fortitude, above ths 
waves and the tides of fortune ; but when tlw 
evil is more doubtful, and may yet by strength 
or adventure be overcome, then is the time 
to call in friends to counsel and to solicit 
their aid. I could play my part better, thought 
I, in either case, than where the question ii 
the acceptance of honor ; for there ia soma 
chance that under misfortune pity may move 
to good and sincere advice — but honort an 
enviable ; it is not fair to expect from humtn 
nature sineerity of opinion, when you would 
propose yourself to be a candidate for offioaa 
which will raise you above your friendsi un* 
leaa it be from your advewarf . 
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Soeh aimless and unamiable reflectioiifl 
mdested my brain ail the remainder of that 
day ; my sons evidently counted on my ac 
ceding to the proposal ; and Bradshaw Cock- 
spnr, who called at night on one of his woo. 
ing yisitations to my daughter, set it down as 
a settled matter, and joked with me about 
my speeches. He did not then know I had 
been one of " The Friends of the People," 
and accounted among them a rising orator, 
though in the fashion of my figure there was 
but little dignity. 

Mr. Bell, the minister, an ambitious man, 
also called in during the same evening, to 
combat my scruples, for he did me the jus- 
tice to believe I had really conscientious scru- 
ples ; but the course he took was extraordi- 
nary. Knowing I was a firm and true Pres- 
byterian, it was no less than to suggest, that 
by being in the legislature, I might get soaie 
pre-eminence established for our sect over 
the Methodists, whose power and increase 
were as gall and wormwood to his spirit. 
This old country conceit and priestly preten- 
sion only served to divert me, but I was not 
much flattered that he should have imagined 
me capable of so weak a folly ; aU I said, 
however, was, that I thought he had been 
long enough in America to have known bet- 
ter than to think the achievement practicable. 
«* No, no, Mr. Bell," said I ; *« if ye thirst for 
sacerdotal superiority, the easiest way to 
quench the drowth is to turn Methodist your- 
self." 

Never on the countenance of man saw I 
such a cloud blacken. I had seen him in 
distress of heart, and stung vnth 'mortifica- 
tion ; I had witnessed him in unjust wrath, 
and had pardoned him for unprovoked inso- 
lence ; but his visage on this occasion was as 
the skies seen on the seas at midnight^ when 
the winds are up, and snow and hail strive 
with the lightnings for masterdom. He rose 
like winter, and left the house. 

Mr. Hoskins, who was present, recumbent 
in an easy chair, with his damaged leg upon 
a stool, listening to our conversation, looked 
over his shoulder as the high-priest departed, 
and said, " Is thy servant a dog, that he 
should do such a thing ?" 

By which saying it was plain that the dis- 
earning old man thought I had pricked the 
conscience of Hazel Bell ; nor was he mista- 
ken ; for when the Syrian saw I could not 
be his instrument more on this than on for- 
mer occasions, he joined himself to Mr. Sem- 
ple's party, and before twelve months were 
over, he was the Mons Meg of the Metho. 
dists, thundering from the high place in the 
grand church about which arose our first dif- 
ference. 

With Mr. Hoskins I held no particular 

consultation, for he was one of those who 

thought laws and governments often incon- 

>enient and always troublesome. " Live and 

yet live,** was his motto. But he had his 



weak side as well as other folks ; and from 
his dark sentences, I could make out that he 
would be pleased were I elected. la short, 
I was on all sides beset with friends ur^g^ing 
me to consent to the proposed honor, or con- 
fident I would accept it. Mrs. Todd, my 
wife, alone said nothing; on ihe contrary, 
she could not be persuaded to interfere ; for 
on one occasion, when my brother entreated 
the aid of her advocacy, she replied, "It is a 
male business, and does not become a woman 
to meddle in it. If your brother thinks he 
can spare the time from his other concerns, 
and can act his part in it with satisfaction to 
his conscience, he will no doubt consent ; but 
how it can be consistent with the zeal and 
truth of a Scottish heart, to abet councils that 
may be for the molestation of his native land, 
is beyond my feminine capacity to compre- 
hend." 

Now it was in the latter clause of this brief 
sentence that the source of my perplexity lay, 
for my conscience could not away with the 
thought of renouncing the right to claim pa- 
ternity with Sir William Wallace and the 
brave old bald-headed worthies of the cove- 
nant ; my father's household gods, on whose 
altar, our lowly hearth, the incense of a spe- 
cial thanksgiving was every Sabbath evening* 
oflfered to Heaven, for having sent them to 
redeem and sanctify " our ancient and never- 
conquered kingdom of Scotland." 

It is true, that America had been to me a 
land of refuge ; verily, a land flowing vvith 
milk and honey, commended to my affection 
by the experience of much kindness, and 
hallowed in the petitions of my nightly ori- 
sons, for many blessings of which it had to 
me been the Goshen. It contained all that 
was dearest to me in friends, and kin, and 
substance ; and what was there iu the far-o 
valleys of Scotland to fetter me from servingf, 
by head or hand, the country of my adoption 7 
On one side stood an aged matron, pointing 
to the churchyard where my forefaUiers lay 
at peace ; on the other, a sturdy youth, with 
an axe upon his shoulder, bade me look 
where my family was spreading: and prosper- 
ing around. 

All that night the oscillations of my mind 
traversed, as it were, between the past and 
the future ; and when I arose in the morning, 
the doubts only -became more active. The 
livelong day I pondered alone in the forest, 
and called to mind, that the wise and good 
of all lands and times had ever revered the 
love of country as sacredly as the love of 
parents. 

Attempting in vain to reason myself into a 
right decision, I cast myself before the Lord 
and implored his assistance : nor was it with- 
held ; for even it was whispered in the ear of 
my spirit, that in ** His Book " were instruc- 
tions prepared ; upon which I rose and went 
home, and opened the Bible, and beheld these 
words : 
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'* If I forget thee» oh, Jerusalem ! let my 
right hand forget her canning. If I do not 
remember thee, let my tongue cleave to the 
roof of my mouth, if I prefer not Jerusalem 
above my chief joy/' 

And I said to myself, as I closed the ora- 
cle» truly it is an awful thing for a man to 
forswear his native land. 



CHAPTER XI. 

"Nay, then, thou inockest me; thou shah buy this 
dear." 

Instead of writing to the foreman of the 
deputation, by whom I had been sobcited to 
allow myself to be nominated a candidate, I 
resolved) after considering the business well, 
to take my communication to a public meet, 
ing. Accordingly it was given out, that on 
the day I had promised to send my answer, I 
would explain personally to my friends, in 
the ball.room of the Eagle tavern, the senti- 
ments by which I was actuated. 

At the time appointed a multitude assem. 
bled ; the room was crowded, and besides 
my friends, a great number of persons were 
there from curiosity, and few, no doubt, for 
a less commendable purpose. Among others, 
was our minister, of whom, in the meantime, 
it was reported that he had openly withdrawn 
himself from my cause, and had represented 
me as a weak, vain, and indecisive charac- 
ter, incapable of expressing two consecutive 
sentences with becoming seriousness. 

Whether I merited anything so derogatory 
from the lips of Mr. Bell, or whether, from 
my opinion of the man up lo this period, I 
was likely to have believed he would be 
guilty of such backbiting, the courteous rea-. 
der has the means of judging. However, the 
report was not without foundation ; and in 
the meeting, and at the head of the room, 
there he was, sitting with the proud and crim. 
son countenance of a conqueror, as he thought 
himself. But though I must thus speak of 
him as the truth claims ; and though I also 
must say, that from this epoch I regarded 
him as a man too much given to secular am* 
bition for a minister of the Gospel ; the truth 
of his doctrines, and his power in the pulpit, 
still obtained from me the reverence which I 
entertained toward him from the first time 
of his preaching at Babelmandel. 

Another thing which I heard of just before 
the hour of meeting, also disconcerted me. 
It was the part Bailie Waft and Dr. Murdoch 
.were playing : lifted out of themselves by the 
success of their manoeuvres, they did not wait 
for the trumpets of others to sound their 
praises, but went about bragging of what th^y 
had done, and how they were the means of 
obtaining in me, for the state, a man of the 
greatest natural talents any where to be met 
with, and other such fustian phraseology. It 
may, therefore, be easily conceived, that when 
I walked into the room, attended by my bro. 



ther and the two Cockspurs — ^my sons and 
Mr. Hoskins had seats in the crowd — and 
saw Mr. Bell seated next the chair, on the 
right — verily in the scorner's chair — and the 
winking bailie and the drunken doctor — 
then, however, newly shaven and sober, on 
the left — ^I was not in such a serene mood as 
the occasion required, especially when the 
bailie-bodie rose and cned aloud, bustling 
and big — " This way, Mr. Todd ; make room 
there for Mr. Todd ! Will ye no' stand back 
and let in Mr. Todd V* and so forth. But I 
mastered my agitation, and pressing through 
the crowd at last got to the head of the table. 
Great applause had followed me from ray 
first appearance, and was redoubled when I 
attained the place which had been prepared 
for me ; but judge of my consternation, when, 
in the very act of taking the chair to address 
my visitors, Mr. Bell stepped into it, and said 
aloud — 

" G£NTLEMEN, 

**The occasion of the present meeting 
is- 
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My corruption was so raised at this arro. 
gance, that, with the agility of a magpie, I 
was in a moment on my legs on the table, 
where, pushing the intruder back with my 
foot, I thus spoke : 
" Friends ! 

" The manner in which this black ram has 
pushed himself into our flock, would justly 
warrant us to drag him to the door by the 
lug and the horn ; but let us have compas- 
sion upon him — a creature so void of all sense 
of propriety, as he has shown himself on this 
occasion, and maybe on others when he was 
a younger man, is not to be corrected by 
rough handling." 

This speech was received with an ocean's 
roar of applause, while Mr. Bell, as pale as a 
lady's smock, with open mou4h and goggling 
eyes, sat down as if he had been smitten 
with a sudden judgment. Bailie Waft was 
out of the body with delight ; he laughed, he 
heckled, he snapped his fingers, and waved 
his hat long after the shouts of the multitude 
had subsided. That merry laddie, Bradshaw 
Cockspur, also, might have been tied with a 
straw ; and Mr. Hoskins, who was sitting 
between my two sons, actually smiled — ^a 
great sign and symptom for him of inward 
satisfaction. 

By the time the calm was come again, Mr. 
Bell had recovered his audacity, and made 
another attempt to be heard ; but the multi- 
tude, with all its voices, cried out against 
him, and "Down with the black ram!" 
thereby maintaining liberty and the freedom 
of election. By this time, also, I had recov- 
ered my self-possession, and waving my hand 
stilled the uproar ; I then said sedately, that 
as I had invited the present meeting to hear 
my sentiments with respect to the great honor 
proposed for Ime, I trusted my reverend friend 
would not take the head of the table, or offer 
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any opinion as to the entertainment, espe. 
eiaily as he was an uninvited guest ! and I 
added, in a facetious pleasant manner — "But 
when we have dined, I '11 allow him to make 
what hash he can of the broken meat. He 
ahall then be welcome to my trencher, and 
to please his palate also to as meikle pepper 
and salt as he chooses to make use of." 

The poor black ram was even more affect- 
ed by this than by the deg and batter I had 
given him on the ribs, for he could better en- 
dure sarcasm than ridicule. His countenance 
showed that he would have given the world 
to have been in his bed, with the blankets 
over his head, and only dreaming of all that 
was passing. I was moved to pity him, he 
sat so destitute-like ; but he had given me 
such provocation, that it was not in human 
nature, at least in mine, to refrain from pur- 
suing ^e victory ; for even in my compassion 
I could not but cry, " Will somebody open 
the windows, for IMfr. Bell 's like to faint with 
humiliation." 

At the wnich words, snuff-boxes and scent- 
bottles were handed up from all parts of the 
room ; and Bailie Waff, who had provided a 
decanter of water, with a tumbler, £or me in 
ease of need in my speaking, poured out a 
glass and presented it to the desperate man, 
who snatched it in frenzy, and dashed the 
contents in the bailie's face. 

This, however, was canying things too far ; 
so, in order to recall quiet, the obtruder being 
sufficiently baited, I begged the company to 
be seated, and I would as briefly as I could 
proceed with the business for which we were 
assembled. I then requested the bailie to 
give me a glass of water, with which having 
cooled my tongue, and being still standing 
aloft on the table, I thus began : — 

CHAPTER XU. 

^* Keep then this passage to the Capitol ; 
Aad suffer not dishonor to approach 
Th' imperial seat to virtue, consecrate 
To justice, continency, and nobility.'** 

" Men and Brethren ! 

" Though it has been said of me, as it was 
of the Apostle Paul — * his bodily presence is 
weak, and his speech contemptible,' yet will 
I say unto you, as Paul said to King Agrippa, 
I shall answer for myself this day. 

" My manner of life is known to you all. 
Born in Scotland, and brought up in the reli- 
gion and sentiments of my forefatheis, I have 
always been proud of the Scottish name, and 
yet I stand here esteemed by you, who are of 
another nation, worthy to be trusted among 
the warders in the watch-tower of your lights. 
I am deeply sensible of this great honor ; but, 
in proposing it, have you considered the infir- 
mity of man ? Have you weighed the temp- 
tations wherewith I may be tempted — ^tempta- 
tions with which mine integrity hath never 
yet been tried ? ^ 

** Did the trust you would repose in me re- 



quire but honesty in the arbitration of such 
plain questions as arise between man and ma&, 
then might I venture to accept it ; for over the 
balance-sheets of trade and the schedules of 
reciprocities Honesty may withstand the affec- 
tions of Patriotism. But the questions which 
rouse the animosities of nations are of that 
kind in which I am conscious of being least 
able to sustain a proper part. You are per- 
suaded, by ike character I have earned 
amongst you, that justice would be the guide 
of my judgment. But search your own hearts, 
and then say, if you can, that in a national 
quarrel yon would be satisfied with only jus. 
tice. Do you believe that I am so superior 
to the sentiments of youth and the prineiples 
of manhood, that I would stand as an Ameii. 
can by the American cause in a controvers|r 
between your country and my old native land 
upon the point of honor? that for a stain on 
the stripes and stars, I could in my heart be 
consenting to require, with true zeal, indem- 
nification at the expense of any British pre- 
rogative ? 

'* It may seem to some of you that the land 
which contains a man's business, property, 
and family, is his country — and I know tint 
this is a sentiment encouraged here ; but I 
have been educated in other opinions, and 
where die love of country is blended with die 
love of parents — a love which hath no rela- 
tion to condition, bat is absolute and immuta- 
ble — ^poor or rich, the parent can neither be 
more nor less to the child than always his 
parent, — and I feel myself bound to my na- 
tive land by recollections grown into feelings 
of the same kind as those remembrances of 
parental love which constitute the indissoluble 
cement of filial attachment. 

** Philoeopliy may reason against this; I 
have heard men of much learning, of unblem- 
ished virtue, and most exemplary in the prac- 
tice of all domestic duties, maintain, that 
vpiien we are free to judge for ourselves, the 
obligations between the parent and the child 
cease, and become subject to the detcrmina. 
tions of our judgment, and that this is die 
law of Nature. Yes : truly it is the law of 
Nature among the beasts of the field and die 
fowls of the air, which know no other law. 
But are we dogs to follow mere instincts ? 
Have not we the Law of God, and a special 
law, commanding us to honor our parents ? 
And for what? Are any causes assigned for 
which we are to render this homage ? — ^No ! 
but only that they are opr parents. In like 
manner there is no specified reasons which 
take the form of obligation to bind us to the 
land of our birth. It is enough that it is our 
country. Nature makes up the obligation of 
our attachment to it, from the reminiscences 
of our enjoyments there, just as she f(»rms our 
filial affection from the remembrance of the 
caresses of our parents. 

" No, my friends ;' I cannot in honesty ac 
cept the honor you propose for me, but my 
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gntitade to jou ia not the leas ; — I cannot 
serve your national intereati with all my heart, 
and I have plainly explained to you the rea. 
son: lean, tiierefore, but anawer like the 
maiden aolicited by a rich and noble anitor ; 
aH I ean give, honor, esteem, the love of the 
mind, you already poaseaa, but the heart'a 
lore— -that love which waa bred and twined 
within my bosom before we ever met — can. 
sot be given, for it belonga to one that ia far 
•way." 

Such waa my apeech ; no doubt I aaid much 
■lore, for the speaking occupied a considera- 
Ue space of time, but that is the substance ; 
and it was heard with attention, and crowned 
with applause. I trow, after it, Mr. Bell nev- 
er ventured to say I could not speak two con- 
secutive sestencea like a reaaonable man. He 
•at awed and cowed while I apoke ; and when 
I concluded, he had neither ^e power of ut- 
tonmce to addreaa the meeting, nor courage 
to atand up. He waa indeed withered, and 
looked as debased as if he could have crawled 
into a hole in the ground for an asylum. But 
tbenigh he well deserved his punishment, and 
the efiecta of the refutation I had given to his 
derogatory ittsinuations, I could not see him 
l^iak out of the room, as it were, with his 
tail between his legs, without a touch of re- 
norae ; and I still reproach myaelf with hav- 
ng used the seouxge with mere bir than was 
consisteot with merciful charity. Truly, a 
Tietory is not alwaya a triumph. 

Many of those who heard my apeech were 
•orpriaed, both at ita vigor and matter, for it 
was not expected that I would have declined. 
There were, however, certain countrymen of 
«iy own, as well as English and Irish, who did 
not approve the straightneas and strictneaa of 
my doctrine ; which I waa grieved to learn, 
for flexibility in principle ia a proof of brittle- 
ness in affection ; still, even these profesaed 
their ama2ement and aatiafaction at my bra- 
very and caodor ; ao that I may venture to 
•asert, that the refusal augmented the conaid. 
•ration in which I waa held among my nei^h. 
bora. Mr. Hoakina, who joined me aa I was 
leaving the room, aaid nothing, but ahook roe 



heartily by the hand,-^ teatimony of kind* 
neaa and approval he had never beatowed 
before. 

Bailie Waft and Dr. Murdoch were ia a 
sorry plight ; nothing could be farther from 
their fancies than that I would refuse. They 
were petrified ; they sat looking at each oiker 
like two effigies during the whole time I waff 
speaking, and when the great peal of applause 
broke out as I concluded, they both fell baek 
in tiieir chaira, and gazed aa if they beheld 
the aolid world moving away from before 
them. Indeed it waa no wonder ; for although^ 
at the outset of their canvass and strivings 
John Wafl was moved by a aense of gratitude 
for the kindneas I had alwaya ahown him, 
yet, as the proapect of my aucceas improved, 
hla disintereatedneas gradually dwindled, for 
he imaged) that were I elected, I would, 
like a member of the British House of Com- 
mons, posaess a power over the disposal oC 
the remaining twelve baskets of loavee and 
fishes ; he had even gone ao fiur, on the min- 
ing of the meeting, as to tell my eldest son 
that he would be content with a weebitpostie 
about the government, till something battsi 
would cast up, for he could no' just hope to 
be made either a collector or a comptroller at 
the first. 

As for the learned Doctor, I never heard 
wluit be proposed to himself for the reward 
of his services, but on the same morning ha 
had held some discouise with Mr. Bradshaw 
Gockspur, concerning a plan for a college at 
Judiville. I '11 not say &at he contemplated 
to be the prindpal, or Lord Rector of it; 
maybe he did — but nothing ever after watf 
heard of it ; for that night, despite his vow 
of sobriety, of which a whole week remained 
unexpired, seeing hia occupation in the elec- 
tion gone, he went upon ^e rove, and was^ 
for aeveral daya, in a atate of the moat divor- 
like inebriety ; reeling about the atreets, and 
taking hold of every one he knew by the but- 
ton, and demonstrating to them in inarticulate 
language. It made me angry to hear, and 
aqueamish to scent the odious jargon of hitf 
debauch. 



PART IX. 



CHAPTER I. 

" The midwifii and aysalf." 

I KNOW not if the courteous reader willac- 

•ofd in opinion with me, that the proposal to 

elect me into the legislature was the greatest 

>av«ttt in h/k^ but such I have always consid- 



ered it, because the refusal was the reault of 
a great mental controversy, and from that 
time I ateadily began to knit up all my mani- 
fold concerna into the amalleat posaible com- 
paaa. In doing thia, I neither proposed idieaet 
for myaelf, nor the remiasion of my wonted 
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ftCtiTity ; on the contrary, my main object 
WW to be free to give my mind and experience 
to the furtherance of my sons* fortunea, chiefly 
of Robert's ; not for partiality, though he was 
the firsUbom, and the son of ray first love, 
but because my family by my second wife 
were amply provided for by Mr. HoskinB* and 
because I did not intend, having assigned my 
interest in the salt-works to Robin on his mar- 
liage with Volumnia Cockspur, that he should 
partake in the division I proposed to make of 
my oiher property ; moreover, though it may 
be regarded as a thing with which I could not 
properly be said to have any thing to do, he 
jeceived with his wife a handsome fortune, 
well on to six thousand pounds sterling, which, 
)iow&ver, her brothers with great prudence 
made a point of having settled on herself. 

Charles was fixed in the store ; and when I 
publicly announced my secession from busi- 
nesB, Mr. Hoekins, in accepting him for a 
partner in my place, gave him a share in the 
bank, which was doing wonder^^-coining 
money ! My brother, on suceeeding Mr. Her- 
fxKt as the manager of the bank, also suc- 
ceeded to his share, and was grateful for the 
part i took in leading him on to sucii good 
ibrtune. My daughter Susannah was married 
to Mr. Bradshaw Cockspur in the spring fol- 
lonring the election afiair ; an event that gave 
all friends on both sides great pleasure, for he 
is a young man of a blithe and jocund humor, 
none the worse of a snaffle, however, and she 
is a staid, judicious creature, who manages 
him as ii he were a very lamb. Every body 
who knows them says it is. a pleasure to see 
their happiness. ^ 

As for Judiville, it is still a growing won- 
der ; at this present writing, two years after 
my Fecession from business on my own ac- 
count, the population exceed seven thousand 
aouls ; they have six churches, and three of 
them have steeples, one of which is very 
handsome indeed ; they have likewise a 
theatre — fory as I have read, 

" Where'er the Lord erects a house of prayer, 
The DeyiFB sure to build a chapel near ;^' 

and the river is crossed by three bridges, one 
of them of stone, and built after a beautiful 
design by Braddy Cockspur, as I have come 
to call him since he became my son-in-law. 

'* But what has become of your old afflic- 
tion Bailie Waft ?" methinks I hear the 
courteous reader jocosely inquiring. '* Well 
and hearty," I may reply, * and none miti- 
gated in his disposition to play at hooky- 
crooky with me whenever he can get an op- 
portunity. He has, however, made no addi- 
tion to his visible property, though it is well 
known he has never ceased to thrive ; all he 
gets is hoarded in the bank ; and I suspect, 
though he has himself never told me so, that 
he means to return to Paisley, and to spend 
his gatherings among his old friends ; other- 
wise, wherefore would he be so devoted to 



ready money. If such be hit intention, it 
has my fullest approbation." 

Here I ought to mention, that in the course 
of some three or four months after my ora- 
torical exploit in the £agle tavern, a wonder, 
ful shower of gold fell upon the bailie, and 
induced him to move from Babelmandel and 
pitch his tent among us at Judiville. My 
wife, about that time, took it into her head to 
grow thick in the waist, with the promise of 
an addition to our family ; and being of a 
Scottish particularity, she was determined, if 
possible, to have at the occasion a howdiein- 
stead of an accoucheur. One day in the 
store, as some of my cronies were talking 
news at the stove, I happened, in consequence 
to say that I would give something handsome 
for a midwife ; upon which the bailie, who 
was present, started up, and taking me aside, 
told me his wife had been of that order of the 
faculty in Paisley, and was accounted very 
expert. 

" What for, bailie,'* cried I, *' has ■ she so 
long hidden her candle under a bushel ? she 
might have lighted her fortune by this time*" 

" 'Deed,*' said he, " I'll be candid with you. 
We thought, when we came to America, that 
we would set up for something better than 
we were at home ; so we blew out the candla 
and^set it on the shelf; but if you think Mrs. 
Todd would like to speak to her, we can light 
It again.'* 

It accordingly came to pass that Mrs. 
Waft was summoned to the conclave council 
of my wife and Mrs. Hoskins, and in the end 
was duly trysted to serve the want at the ful- 
ness of time. 

When it was known that Mrs. Wafi was 
thus engaged by Mrs. Todd, her renown be- 
gan to spread, and other worthy matrons who 
were, in the words of the Douglas tragedy, 

" As ladies wish to be who love their lords,*' 

called in her wisdom likewise. Mr. Pestle, 
the surgeon and professor of midwifery, was 
not content at hearing this, but he comforted 
himself with the persuaeion that the evil, as 
he called it, would cure itself. However, he 
calculated too fast, for my wife had a most 
fine time o't, and Lucky Waft soon mounted 
to the top of the tree, and her name was in 
such fragrancy among the married ladies, 
that it was a favor to get her. Misses 
bespoke her with their wedding-gowns, and 
the bailie bought a fine lantern to show her 
the way on night calls ; but his rest was in the 
end so often disturbed, that he hired an old 
black man to be her convoy, while he, as he 
said himself, took the world at Ids ease like a 
gentleman. 

He did not however, to do him justice, live 
altogether on his wife's earnings. Having 
seen, when he came to reside at Judiville, 
that many of the new emigrant-settlers were 
in want of advice, and others had different 
small affairs to transact, which took them off 
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their employments, and were in consequence 
more costly to them than to pay an agent, he 
set himself up as a univeraal broker. It mat. 
tered not what the business to be done was, 
for he was ready to undertake any or all sorts 
of business, and it was amazing to see how 
much he had to do in a short time. It was 
said he made pactions with the store.keepers, 
by which it was covenanted that they were to 
allow him a commission on all the custom he 
brought to them, and I don't doubt he did so ; 
but although Hoskins and Todd received 4 
fair share of his favor, he certainly never ask- 
«d them for any allowance, but declined it, 
when, at my suggestion, my son Charles 
proposed it to him, saying I had paid him al. 
ready ; and for this, though he was the most 
excruciating to me of God's creatures, I am 
bound to maintain that, for all the defects of 
his crooked policy, he wad yet not without 
something of a right heart. 

I wish it were in my power to say as much 
for Mr. Bell. I have already intimated that 
soon after the catastrophe between us at the 
public meeting, he went over to the Metho- 
dists, and became a great gun among them. 
This, though it savored of some apostac/, 1 
yet did not greatly condemn, for it was a bless- 
ing to the flock of that barren pasmre to ob. 
tain such an able Calvinistical shepherd. It 
manifested, no doubt, in him a stronger bias for 
secular influence than consorted, in my opin- 
ion, witibi the simplicity of a true pastor's 
character ; and the manner of his secession 
was not so open as it ought to have been, for 
he gave his Fresbyterian lambs no notice, but 
left them to the wolves at once. 

Late on a Friday night he sent the keys of 
the kirk to me, widi a note to show th^ elders, 
informing us he had accepted a call from 
another congregation ; a cold farewell which 
could not be considered as the breathing of a 
Christian spirit, and therefore I was determin. 
ed it should be treated as it deserved. I sent 
at once for the other members of the session, 
though it was far in the night, and persuaded 
them to invite Mr. Dinleloof to preach for us 
on Sunday ; and if he consented, to publish^i 
handbill, stating as the reason of calUng on 
him to take the pulpit, that Mr. Bell had de- 
serted his flock. It may seem to well.dis. 
posed persons that this matter of the handbill 
was a work of snperogation ; but at the 
time, and since, I have never been able to re. 
gard it as otherwise than a just measure, and 
sternly required by the arrogance and high 
hand with which Mr. Bell was attempting to 
snool us all. 

CHAPTER II. 

'^ I do desire you 
Not to deny this imposition, 
The which my love and some necessity 
Nowlttysupon you.** 

Mr. Dinlkloof, as the courteous reader 
probably recollects, is the sticket minister 



whom Miss Bceny Needles, my wife's aunt, 
recommended to my attention, a^ " a perfo- 
rated clergyman." On the increase of the 
town, he was induced to set up a school, of a 
grade inferior to that of Mr. Bell, and was 
also nominal editor of Mr. Semple's news- 
paper, " The Chopper, or the Oracle of the 
Woods.'* He was a man that, from natural 
modesty, shrunk out of society ; but those who 
were within the narrow circle to which he 
limited himself, spoke favorably of him. I 
knew him but slightly, for he was such a se- 
questered creature that, unless you went and 
drew him out of his shell as you would a 
whilk or a snail, you could make no acquaint, 
ance with him, and I had too many things at 
all times upon my hands to be able to do that 
often. Perhaps he therefore thought that I 
did not pay him quite so much attention as 
Miss Beeny had led him to expect ; for once 
or twice, when I fell in with him in the street, 
it struck me that he eschewed me ; if he did 
so, it was without reason. 

As ' I have intimated, it was late in the 
evening when we of the session resolved to 
ask him to preach, and but one day could be 
allowed him to prepare if he agreed. I may 
be wrong in supposing that Mr. Bell, by leav- 
ing us no time to procure a minister, counted 
on drawing a part of our congregation after 
himself, to his new tabernacle : whether this 
was an unjust supposition on my part, or was 
the efiect ef a fair estimate of the man's in- 
ordinate character, I leave it to the sagacity 
of the reader to determine. 

When I entered the humble habitation of 
Mr. Dinleloof, he was certainly much sur- 
prised, and gazed at me with a look of alarm, 
as if be thought I had come with strange 
news or evil tidings. He was about going 
into his solitary bed, for he was a bachelor ; 
his upper garments were already cast ofl", he 
had also quitted his trowsers, and was stand- 
ing in his drawers, with one leg bare, and a 
stocking in his hand. On seeing me, he took 
the quilted bed covering hastily up, flung it 
round him as a plaid, and replacing the 
stocking on his limb, requested me to be 
seated. 

I did not think, considering the condltioii 
he was in, that it was necessary to spend 
much time in explanation ; so I told him ofl*- 
hand my errand, and said, " We," meaning 
the session, " could not reasonably, on so 
short a notice, expect that night a decisive 
answer ; but we trusted he would give our soli- 
citation head and reflection, and let us know in 
the morning whether we might hope for his 
assistance." I thought it also expedient, as 
a retainer, to say, that if he gave us satisfac- 
tion, it was not impossible but we might be 
in a situation to offer him an engagement for 
a season. 

He did not make any immediate reply, biit 
remained thoughtful for about a minute, when 
he rose, and lifting his watch, which lay on 
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his njghucap on th« table, placed it under his 
piUow : he tfa^n resamed his seat. 

" I think," said he, "I cao give you an 
answer at once, and so save trouble and anzU 
ety. I am not much used to preaching, but 
I have a few sermons ready by me, and I'll 
do my endeavors to give you satisfaction 
Ifarough them on Sunday. After you have 
heard me, we can then talk of the future ;" 
and he added, " I have never preached since 
I came over to America." 

This answer pleased me ; it showed that 
notwithstanding his humble and retiring na- 
ture, he had yet some confidence in himself ; 
but as the night was very cold, and he was 
not in a state to maintain a long conversa- 
tion, I bade him good night ; not, however, 
until I had invited him to take his dinner with 
me the next day, in order that I might get 
Bome farther insight into his character ; for I 
was surprised at liis readiness, having pre- 
pared myself to meet with some diffidence, 
and at least the affectation of reluctance ; 
for the young clergy are bashful chickens, 
whatever bubbyjocks they may be after they 
get kirks. 

On returning heme, the stnset was still, the 
flharpness of the freezing air had driven every 
body to the stoves, and scarcely a sound but 
the noiae of the river was heard. The young 
noon was not set ; she hong on the verge of 
the horizon, and sent long and broad black 
shadows from every object, inaomnch that it 
was not easy to diacem the appearance of 
any one standing within them, while they 
threw a kind of ghastlineas around that made 
me eerie as I plodded my homeward Mray 
alone. 

In approaching my own house, I was 
seized with a fit of coughing, and presently I 
saw the gleam of a female's white garment 
flatter at the comer and disappear behind it, 
while the dark figure of a man ran suddenly 
from the 8p9t, and was lost sight of beyond 
the rubbish and lumber in the streets, and the 
shadows which lay like pools and streams 
among them. 

1 am far from being of a suspicious nature, 
but this chance seemed to me extraordinary ; 
perhaps it was the chilly superstitious dread 
on me at the time, that made me take any 
notice of it at all. Be that, however, as it 
may, surprised I was, and uneasy too, be- 
cause I could in no way conjecture what 
brought such phantasmagerian doings about 
my doors ; I thought, after a moment's re- 
flection, it might have been one of the ser- 
vant girls with her jo ; an innocent conjunc- 
tion ; but the coldness of the night assured 
me it was not a casualty ; and when I en 
tered the house, I saw by the color of the 
gowns of tlie two kitchen nymphs, that it 
was not either of them who had been keep- 
ing tryst. 

My wife was sitting in the parlor in her 
wonted composed manner ; and not seeing 



my daughter Mary witk her, Xinqninad wiuit 

had become of her. 

" She has been in bed more tfasn half an 
hour,'* said Mrs. Todd ; " she complaiDed «f 
a headache." 

" Ay, in her bed !*' exclaimed L " Madam, 
my dear, will ye just step to her room and see 
how she is?" 

Mrs. Todd went immediately, and soon 
after returned, a little disconcerted : Miaa 
had not been able to get into bed, hut wan 
undressing in a great fluster. 

" I must no longer conceal from yon," 
said my wife, with concern, '' that tbosis the 
second lime Mary has equivocated with nae 
in the same manner. What can it be tbat 
draws her away from the warm parlor to ait 
inafireless room in such weather? I caur 
not devise any cause to make her, all of a 
sudden, act in this manner. Surely she cam. 
not have imagined that I have done her iiZ ; I 
am unconscious of having in any way ni^hat. 
ever given her the slightest cause to avoid 
me ; I wish you would question ber about 
it." 

I made no immediate answer to this, but 
it grieved mo. It was plain the simpUton 
had formed some clandestine connection; 
I did not, however, at that time say anything 
of what I had seen to my wife, but afifected 
to make light of her molestation, while I was 
resolved to watch the damsel, and to cals^ 
her foot in the trap before she was awaie* 
Seriously, however; the incident gave m« 
great anxiety : thizgs had for so many yeasM 
gone ^irivingly with me, that I was aficaid of 
Uie slightest symptom of blight 

I was quite unable to coigecture on whom 
the girl could have cast her afiTections ; for na 
less could explain the mystery, than that aba 
had done so on somebody to whom she knew 
I had objections. I resolved in my mind tha 
names of all the young men in the town 
with whom she was likely to have foimsd 
any acquaintance ; but the cogitation was 
unsatisfactory-^! could fix on none. 

While thus runnnating, Mrs* Todd hapw 
pened to say, that in the course of the day 
she had fallen in with Mr. Bell in the street, 
and was snrprised, considering how mattrav 
stood between us, at the friendly manner in 
which he had addressed her. 

" That's the fellow I" cried 1, springing 
from my chair, to her amazement. '^ It is 
Walter Bell — scoundrel! his impudence is 
as large as his father*s." 

I then related what I had seen ; and she 
agreed that the conjecture was not improba- 
ble, especially as for some time I had evinced 
a degree of coolness toward young Bell, who 
was reputed to be of loose morals, and ad- 
dicted to obstreporous company. I discoun- 
tenanced my son Charles from cultivating 
companionship with him; in consequence, 
he had not for some time been invited to our 
house. But tbat Mary, the catty, woaU' hs 
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gfdlaBliag widi<hB& in »gwk9^ ww'a.thing,! 
nevw onc6 imagined, and the thought, of- it 
made me most vncooifortable. Buthioa acu 
coant-of tbeoonduct of his father and: mother,, 
lie was a oonnectioD I would- not covet ; and 
it was detennined between my wife and me 
tbat we should lose no time in breaking off 
the intercourses accordingly it was setded 
teiChaxies, who was. a shrewd and discern^ 
ing young many diould be taken into our coa. 
fidMse in the morning,, and it was full time* 



CHAPTER m. 
"Fye gwrnn, and fye gas ade." I 

T^iioVBCED as I was with the mystery in 
mf family, I yet did not neglect my public 
duty. At the time appointed, the session 
met, and I repeated what had passed with 
Mr: Dinleloof, expressing my persuasion that 
weii^ould find him a man of more efficacy 
thllin we BQspected from the simplicity of his 
demeanor. But when it was proposed to is. 
men the handbill which I myself had sug. 
gested, I was starded; the bare possibility 
of a Gonnection between my family and Mr. 
BelPs shook me ; and under the constraint of 
-flint apprehension, I blemished mine own 
esteem by weakly persuading the eldeis to 
eitandon the intention. 

It WBS^ however, a lesson of awe and won^ 
der to see how rapidly one humiliation after 
anodier came to stir up the worst sediment 
of Mr; Ball's nature. I sometimes thought 
of it with alarm, for it was as- if Pistte were 
giving pledges for die performance of some 
^eadftd thing. Ih all the instances wherein 
f was myself die agent, an irresistible im. 
pnlse was upon me, an impasBioned necessity 
to do as I did, which could not be withstood. 

When he heard, which was not until late 
in the afternoon, diat the handbills were not 
to be circulated, he believed the design was 
only postponed in order to be executed with 
the greater efiecCaft.t|ift Sabbath morning, 
and his ire against me became as the un- 
quenchable fire. It may, therefore, easily be 
conceived how die fiirnace raged, when in 
the eottrae of the evening Mr. 6liver Cock- 
spur waited upon him from me ijegarding the 
clandestine conduct of his son toward my 
daughter. The immediate cause of sending 
tet message was this : 

During the time I was absent on the busi. 
nes8 of the minister, my wife found an op. 
|K)rtnnity to let Mary know of the discovery 
I, had made; and the maiden, unable to 
equivocate with the circumstances, acknow. 
lodged that Walter Bell had been with her. 
When I heard this, and that there was no 
engagement between them, I determined, 
mih my wonted promptitude, to nip their 
love in the bud at once; but conscious of 
& quickness of my own temper,, while I 
mnonstrated with, her botbas to the libertine 



repntation of. the piim^. ram, and hia want 
of means to keep a.wi|kX sent for. Mr» Qli* 
ver Cockspur, whose mildness and fortitude: 
of character were highly esteemed^ in. the^ 
town. I explained to him my sentiment4|DBB 
the subject, begging hiin to wait. on Mr. Bell, 
and also on Waller Bell, to apprise them, 
both of my decided op^iosition to the con<^ 
nection. 

Mr. Oliver, described, the behavior, of. the 
father as something terrible to have wit., 
pessed. At the mention of my name he. 
broke out into a maniac fury ; accused me of. 
harboring, a malignant hatred- against him,, 
asserting that I never did him even a; seeming; 
favor but to humble him and to make him<an. 
object of contempt with the public. 

I can easily imagine the surprise of Mr. 
Oliver at snoh an address, and also the calm*- 
ness with which he inquired what motivo I. 
could have for such conduct. 

To that question the Bedlamite made na 
reply, hot st^imped with his foot, and dared 
the serene young man for calling his veraeity- 
in question* It was well he had a person of 
such happy equanimity to deal with. Mr* 
Olives saw it was useless to reason with hiniy. 
and accordingly sim^y told his errand and 
wished him a good-night* 

Just as he was leaving the house, Walter,, 
' who had been abroad, came to the door, and 
he requested him to take a few minutes walk». 
durang which he stated the object of the visit 
to his fathef, and also the message he waa- 
chaiged with to himself. He expeoted th«t^ 
the communication would have rused the 
young man's blood ', hut, gready to his. suf- 
pnse,,he heard Inm with patient silence ;,and 
when Mr. Oliver advised hun to. desist from 
attempting to entangle die girPs- aiSeotiani 
and to refrain from secredy besetting the 
house he coolly replied that, he woujd think 
of it,, and abruptly^ left him. 

" Be assuved, sir/' said Mr< Oiivei to nw^ 
when, he related what had passed^ whiohi he 
did that same Saturday night — " Walter wilt 
be incited by his insane fathes to persevera 
in the courtship, were it only to- annoy ycnk i. 
and the obdurate young man himself will 
do SQ earnestly, merely because he has been 
fo. bidden. It, therefore, beeomee. necessasy 
to consider what you ought to do ; for the 
pt'ice and honor of your family, I do thinly 
arc in some jeopardy between these two imp- 
pi <i cable persons." 

In the meantime I had laid my strictest: 
injunctions on my daughter to renounce the 
company of Walter Bell, to break off their 
intercourse, and, under the penalty oi my se- 
verest displeaeure, net to- make any appoint- 
ment with him. 

Though the morning was clear that son* 
ceeded that anxioua night, a cloud was xxpotk- 
my spirit, and I had a foreboding of impend*^ 
iag disasters* I was, therefora, heavier witfe 
temporal casea when I went with my w4le to- 
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the eborch than befitted the occanon. 
in coneeqnence of the admoiiition I had given, 
had declined to accompany tu ; she remained 
in her chamber, and did not even come down 
to llreakfaflt--perfidiou8 baggage ! 

Contrarj to all expectation, we found the 
church crowded to overflowing. The nov- 
elty of a new preacher had attracted many : 
bat there waa a notion in the town that Mr. 
Dinleloof waa what ¥ras called a man of ge- 
nius, and a vast number of young men were 
aaaembled by curiosity to hear him. Among 
otfaetB, Walter Bell was there. I did not, 
however observe him ; but Mrs. Todd saw 
him, and, as she afterward told me, he 
looked toward our pew, and, seeing Mary 
was not there, left the church. 

Upon whatever foundation the young men 
had built their opinion of the untried preacher, 
it soon proved to be well supported. Unlike 
Mr. Bell, vehement in argument, powerful in 
citations, and cleaving into the very marrow 
of divinity as it were with a hatchet, Mr. 
Dinleloof began like the soft spirit of Chris, 
tianity itself, and won upon our hearts with 
the sweet temperance of charity, until every 
one was enchanted, and all thoughts but of 
the holy things he taught were absorbed in 
listening to him. I had but one sentiment 
when he concluded, and that was of my own 
unworthineas in having so little heeded a 
man of such gifts. 

On returning home, the elders called upon 
me ; and we were during the interval be- 
tweeu sermons so occupied with eccleaiBStlcal 
matters, that I had no leisure to reflect on 
parental. I had, however, the gratification 
to see my delinquent damsel dressed to go 
with «8 to the afternoon service, and wonder, 
fblly kind and complaisant she was ; which 
was not very common with her, especially 
when anything went against the grain. Mr. 
Hoskins, who had a hawk's eye, saw some- 
thing that he surely did not like ; for he re- 
marked that she seemed to be sailing with a 
fair wind, and her behavior in church was 
certainly fidgety and unsettled, though Walter 
Bell was not there. 

^hen we returned home, she took her 
book, and turned over the leaves, and yawned, 
and sometimes was as abstracted as a statue 
in a niche in the wall ; at others, she talked 
much, but not so pleasantly to the purpose as 
usual. All this was, however, pardonable in 
her situation, and neither Mrs. Todd nor I 
thought of noticing it, as we regarded her as 
in a sense crossed in love, and were willing 
to allow her time to recover. 

At the accustomed hour she retired to her 
own room> and she shook hands with us as 
she bade my wife and me good night ; an un. 
usual ceremony vnth her, but it was received 
as the token of a disposition to comply with 
my wishes. After she had left the room, 
Mrs. Todd and I sat some time conversing 
together, and in due season we also went to 



our chamber : searoel^^f however^ had we laid 
our heads on the pillo w, when the most ter- 
rific yells and cries foi' help were heard on 
the outside; I started up, and opening a 
window, cried, ** What 's the matter ?'* 

" I 'm hanged ! I 'm dead and gone l** 
cried Bailie Waft, from unn er my daughter's 
window : his lantern was lying on the ground 
at some distance from him, And Lucky hn 
spouse was struggling to relieve him from a 
rope. By this time the house was rou<<ed ; 
my wife was up and had a light; but no 
Miss Mary appeared. The bird was flown ; 
her ne'er-do-weel jo had provided her with a 
rope-ladder during the forenoon service, by 
which she had descended into his arms when 
she believed the house to be all at rest, and 
away she had gone linking with him. It 
turned out, that soon after, the bailie, while 
conducting his wife on a professional sum- 
mens, ran his head into one of the meshes of 
the ladder, at the same time entangled his 
feet, by which he believed himself to be in 
the peril of an unaccountable noose. I speak 
of this aflair now with a light and a playful 
pen, but what I suflered at the time beggared 
the capacity of a tongue to tell or writing to 
describe. A hubbub and a hobbleshow was 
soon gathered by the bailie's cries, and foot 
and horse were sent in all directions in pur- 
suit of the fugitives, but by some strange in- 
fatuation I never thought of seeking them in. 
his father's house. This was fate ; it never 
once occurred to me that they miight be there, 
not all that night ov^r, till my two sons came 
from the salt-works in the morning, where 
Robert then resided, and where Charles had 
gone on the Saturday to see him. The first 
question my eldest asked was, ** What does 
the minister say ?*' I staggered as if I had 
been stunned by a blow, and cried, "For 
Heaven's sake, run and see !" both of them 
did so, and they were introduced to Mrs* 
Walter Bell. The minister had married them. 



CHAPTER IV» 

" Men's judfment* are 
A parcel of their fortunes ; and things outward 
Do draw the inward quality after tfaem. 
To suffer all alike.'* 

The manner in which my daughter had 
cleared out with Walter Bell greatly disturbed 
me ; I was angry undoubtedly, but sorrow 
was mingled with my anger. She had con- 
nected herself with a set that I did not like ; 
it would be harsh to say they were bad, 
though the young man's conduct was far 
from being in good odor ; but they were all 
heady and irascible, and something was daily 
befalling the minister to exasperate his fierce 
passions. On more than one occasion, his 
behavior had been so wild, that some folk 
said he was touched in the brain, and others 
that he was a fey, and would surely commit 
some rash act. Loving, therefore, as I did 
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with all ftttbtilrly aiTectioa my poor misguided 
Mary, ai my anger cooled my grief increased, 
and I wist not what to do ; but I had a laige 
experience of my wife's good sense and pru. 
dence in the midst of my affliction. 

So long as she saw my mind in a slate of 
heat and irritation she said nothing, and she 
cautioned my friends and the rest of the 
family to abstain from speaking to me on the 
subject ; John Waft was not permitted to 
enter die door : but when the whirlwind was 
over, and I was beginning to gather again 
my scattered thoughts and affections, she 
softly led me into a discourse on the necessity 
of helping the young couple. I had myself 
been mming the matter in my own mind, 
and was pleased with the motherly kindness 
which led her to speak of it. It was there- 
fore agreed between us, that in consideration 
of Walter Bell's unsteady character, the set. 
tlement from me should be on Mary, for her 
own particular behoof. 

Accordingly, in the course of the same 
day, I went to Mr. Document, attorney of 
Hoskins and Todd, and directed him to pre. 
pare a deed to that effect ; — ^he did the busi- 
ness of the concern ; but Mr. Hoskins had 
another, one Mr. Special, who managed his 
private affairs : indeed, there was no lack of 
the profession, nor of doctors either, in the 
town : — ^it could not be that such an accumu. 
lation of life and property as had taken place 
at Judiville Would yield no carrion for the 
birds and beasts of prey. 

In this transaction I deemed it advisable 
not to consult Mr. Hoskins, because he had 
made a judicious will in favor of my family, 
and it would perhaps, have been improper to 
say anything to him respecting another set. 
tlement. But he was already beforehand 
with me : as soon as . he heard of the mar. 
riage, he went within the hour to Mr. Special, 
and caused him to make a deed, by which 
he assigned during his own life the interest 
of the legacy he had willed to Mary, at the 
customary rate of seven per cent., and secured 
the principal to be at his death for her own 
use, independent of her husband. 

I will not undertake to say whether in this 
matter either Mr. Hoskins or I acted with an 
overly rigor toward Walter Bell ; but his 
father thought so, and upbraided the old gen. 
tleman in the street for it. In him, however, 
he met with his match ; for Mr. Hoskins re- 
plied, with his usual phlegmatic brevity, that 
if he was to be bug-bitten for what he had 
done, he would put a clause in the paper, 
that the annuity was only to be paid so long 
as the castaway young woman refrained from 
speaking to that chum of Beelzebub her 
father-in-law. 

By these settlements a respectable income 
was provided for the thoughtless pair ; and I 
caused my eldest son, who could by this time 
well afford it, to make his sister a present of 
two thousand doUars, without any stipulation 



whatever) in order that she might give it to 
her husband to help him into a way ef busi- 
ness. So that, without being inordinately 
sanguine, we had all good reason, as. we 
thought, to hope the marriage would turn out 
happier than in the outset it promised to be. 
But unfortunately another cause was at work 
in the meantime, stirring up, like a poker, 
the burning coals of the minister's animosities. 

Mr. Dinleloof had given such exceeding 
satisfaction by his two sermons, that we ci 
the kirk-"esBion hired him for twelve months, 
at the same rate of salary we had paid to 
Mr. Bell, who ought not to have repined at 
any such agreement : nor, perhaps, at first 
did he do so, though everybody was weU 
aware he had not expected his place^could 
so soon have been so ably supplied. 

But the manner and the matter of Mr. Din- 
leloof 's discourses were very different from 
Mr. Bell's, and out of that came the tribula- 
tion — they were full of tenderness and good- 
will toward man, breathing, like the delicious 
perfume of the vernal morning, a delightful 
persuasion to cultivate kindliness and sim- 
plicity of life. The young ladies became aU 
enamored of th^ gracious spirit of his piety, 
apd trooped in flocks to his church, like devea 
to the windows ; and the young men followed 
them, but whether for gallanting, or for the 
elocution of the preacher, their own con- 
sciences best can tell. 

Owing to this circumstance, a visible hole 
was, in the course of a short time, made in 
the congregation of Mr. Bell ; and be some- 
how contrived to insinuate that I was at the 
bottom of the desertion, as if it had been in 
my power to have made^ Mr. Dinleloof such 
an effectual orator. 

This was not all. It was well known that 
Mr. Dinleloof had barely been able to support 
himself in his humble school — that he owed 
some small debts to different stores, and, 
among others, the materials for a suit of black 
to Hoskins &, Todd, with which he had pro- 
vlded himself when he was engaged for the 
year. Without saying a word to me on the 
subject, or to any body but Mr. Hoskins, my 
son Charles sent the worthy, modest man a 
receipt for the amount of his debt. This re. 
spectful testimony awakened the emulation of 
other young men, and they held a meeting on 
the subject, at which it was agreed to raise a 
subscription, that a sum of money might be 
presented to Mr. Dinleloof. 

I knew nothing of this, nor of what my son 
had done, till the managers of the subscrip- 
tion came to request me to head it by a do- 
nation. This I did most cheerfully, thinkiog 
nothing of Mr. Bell, but only of the good the 
money might do, and not ill-pleased to find 
the affair had originated in the good feeling 
of my son. A considerable sum was thus ob- 
tained, to which my eldest son and the two 
Cockspurs were most liberal contributors. 

No doubt, in the whole of this proceediDgy 
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ikere wm soniething which Mr. Bell eould 
not Hke. Ab for the part I and mine had in 
it, I have stated the unT&nii^ed troth ; bat 
he flaw farther into the malice of the plot. 
HIb dear eyee discerned the springs and Ti- 
tab of the machimttion ; and it was said, 
K^en he heard the amount of the gift, he was 
aa wild as a hurricane, thnndering his impre- 
estions against me, and threatening nnutter- 
able revenge, till he se terrified my poor 
Maiy, who happei^ to be present, that she 
swooned away, and was with difficulty re- 
covered. 

Sneh extravagance could not be permitted 
wiA impunity. Mary complained to her sis- 
tar, Mrs. Bradshaw Cockspur, and Braddy 
befaig a mettlesome champion, went straight 
to Walter Bell, over whom he had some in- 
fluence, and remonstrated against tiie violence 
efliis father. 

" I do not ask you,'* said he, ** to speak to 
faim ; but you must protect your wife from in- 
miH, and provide her with a house of your 
«wn, or all connected with her father will in. 
larfere ; and our first step will be the revoca. 
lion of the settlements. I give you till the 
morning to consider of this." 

Mr. Walter Bell tried to mount his high 
lione, but brave Braddy told him — 

*' I have not come either to hear reasons or 
te listen to apologies. You must do — ^mark 
my words — you must do what I have said, 
and have your wife in another house before 
•twelve o'clock to-morrow, or the deeds shall 
be revoked.** 

Bradshaw then came and told me what had 
happened, and what he had done ; which was 
ao prompt and decisive, that I could not but 
commend it. From the jSrst I had always a 
warm opinion of him, but I did not give him 
■eradit for such strength of character. His 
firmness had the desired effect. Walter Bell 
and his wife removed that same evening to 
iJie Mansion House Hotel, where they re- 
-fluained till they procured a house for them- 
fielves ; and from that time, as my daughter 
herself aftsured me, her husband's kindness 
continued to increase. 

Nothing, however, could allay the burning 
'brimstone in the bosom of her father-in.lnw. 
Surely the unhappy man was infuriated by 
flome strange frenzy -against me, for in tiiis 
event he discovered only new causes for 
hatred, and was known often to give way .to 
passionate explosions at the bare mention of 
ny name. It was, indeed, the opinion of 
aveiy body, that were he to meet me in one 
^ his "fits, while he was under the dominion 
«f the demon by which he sometimes appear- 
^ed to be possessed, they would not be sur- 
fwised if be attempted to do me some bodily 
harm ; and yet, from our connection, I was 
loth to take any step for security against the 
trntbreakings of his madness, for no less could 
I r^ard it. 

fty «H ibi&BB things, the courteous reader | 



will djaeem that, in my returamMt from Ike 
responsibilitieB of business, there waa no ae- 
q«estrati<Mi from cares. Indeed, it was oaif 
when I had accounted myself above the wodA, 
that I first began to taste the bittemesa ani 
miseiy which may be in the lot of man, wben 
aeemingly all his demres are satisfied. Mjr 
wife was deeply afflicted at finding ovaaeAwem 
subjected to such trials, proceeding from sudh 
a quarter, and so inaccessible to reason ; tatd 
mote than once she expressed an earnest ^pvish 
chat I would remove from Judiviile, she did 
not oare to What other place. " Your family 
ai« now settled," said she, and their happl- 
nesa and prosperity are in their own and tihB 
Lord's hands. For their worldly circum- 
stances you can have no anxiety ; and as 'for 
me and our child, it matters not where yoK 
fix our habitation, only let us be placed be- 
yond the peril with which the maniac is cob- 
atantly direatening our comfort." 

CHAPTER V. 

" Between the aetin^ of a dreadful thine, 
And the fint motion, oil ii pbantaMia/' 

Aptbr the vexations rehearsed in the pre- 
ceding chapter, the Hglft for some time was 
under my eyes — a glare and strange dazvla 
disturbed the forms and die colors of every 
object, and I had a sense of bewildermeQt 
which caused me to sufier both from fear and 
distrust. I was as a man who had a malady 
upon him, and cannot teU in what way he iff 
afiected. 

I rose with the dawn of day and walked 
abroad alone, though the winter was drawing 
her chains closer, and driving home her bare. 
I thought of what my wife had said about 
changing our residence, and sometimes I was 
inclined to yield to that suggestion, and dien 
speculated as to where we should go. In die 
evening twilight I also rambled by myself, and 
often did not return until die moon was up, 
and the leading star of the night was mufSing 
its lustre in the western mists and amidst the 
top boughs of the forest. 

I was almost dejected, and my mind was 
saddened with dismay. I could give no sound 
reason, as things go with mortal man, for this 
alienation from all the iaterests in which I 
took so lively a part. I had but one truly con- 
soling reflection — I was not obliged to abide 
at Judiviile longer than puited my own pur- 
poses. 

One afternoon I went forth by myself in 
the mood I have described, the complexion of 
my thoughts as pale as sickliness, and the con- 
dition of my spirits nervous and shaken. I 
turned my steps toward the Falls, to wfaieh a 
tolerable path through the forest was by this 
time trodden out, and as I walked along and 
heard the far-oflfroar of the cataract swelling 
through die stillness of the evening air, it 
seemed to me as if there was a solemn coai- 
poBure in Nature which I had never obaervad 
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Mere. TIm eatai and cA«tr iaaen of the 
mt ind, M it nvre, a onrvtalliDe criapDesB in 
ift — a flometinng: of winter felt but imseeB. 

When I had wilked abomt half-way to the 
FaUB, I beheld a mui coming towards me, 
and soon after diacovered it was Mr. Bell. 
Mo doubt he ahm knew bm ; bat as soon as I 
saw who it was, I resolved to fass him wifth- 
oat apeaking ; and not to give «lfenee, I turn. 
ed aidde at once into the Bush, walking, how- 
e<ver, ferwanl on, m the direction of the cat- 
aract. 

When we were come opposite to each 
other, althoogh I was at some distanoe with- 
in die underwood, I heaid hioi amttering to 
Umself, and striking his ataff often with ve- 
kamenee on the stones and bashes. As soon 
w I thought he was at a sufficient distance, I 
t«tviied into the |iath, and looking baek,eaw 
him standing near the spot where I quitted it. 

" Can he be wuting for me t and what 
ean he wantf * said I alood. Nor was I left 
long to debate about it, for, as soon as he 
M(w me again, he eame hastiif forward. I 
Ind no Hmo for sueh deliberation ; I ihi&ee- 
Am chsnged my oobtbo, and walked sedately 
baek, determmed to meet him. 

For the space of a minute or two he mend, 
od Us ^ce ; then he stopped and.looked for- 
ward ; and seeing me s^ leisurely advanc- 
iag, he tamed round and hastily walked 
ho s ae wa id. : at tins I also turned uid punued 
my original intention of visiting the Falls. I 
bad not, however, proceeded above Ghy yards, 
wItaD, hearing some one coming up behind, 
I looked round, and there was the agiteted 
asan foUowing. On this oecasion I did not 
^nk it necessaty to aiter my course : if he 
has any thing to say, thought I, he can ^>eak 
as he passes ; if he has not, there is no call 
for me to disturb his oogitations. 

I heard him coming fester and faster, but I 
did not look round *, I then heard him stop ; 
presently his feet were again in action, and 
at last he came up to me with his staiF firmly 
grasped ; he however, said nothing, but af. 
feeting to whistle, passed me as if he did not 
sde me. However, I continued to advance 
without changing my pace, and he walked 
on so much faster diat I soon lost sight of 
him by a turn of the road. 

He was not long out of sight till he re.ap* 
peaied coming back. This I did not like ; 
we we at the time in a dark pine barren, a 
solitary and silent place, — such a place as the 
mind is apt to conjure up dread and dismal 
fanoies in ; but I resolved to meet him. 

As he drew near, I could pereeive that he 
vraa powerfully moved by some inward con- 
&et : bis face was pale, and his upper lip hid. 
eoualy pursed ; while his eyes, drawn deep 
into their caverns, seetned like two hungry 
tigats in their dens, oouehant and ready to 
loop ««t upon their prey. I, however, pre. 
•erved my eountenanee steady, and stepped 
to the other aide of the road to give him room 



to pass, whieh he did, inereasiBg hit haste 
alasost to a ran till he again disappeared. 

I was tfaankfol he was gone : the trunk of 
a large tree happening to be lying near cm 
Ihe road-side, I sat down on it, more troubled 
in mind and saddened by the solitndo of the 
scene than I could have justified or describ- 
ed. Whilst ruminating there, I saw Inm 
again, and resolved to let him go by, lind to 
return myself homeward ; but he did mat ap- 
proach many yards when he again wheeled 
round and again dmappened. 

" I most not let myself be distoriied and 
eiicamventBd in this manner," said I ; and 
rising, proeeeded towards the object of my 
walk with a firmer tread. I felt that I had 
done him iiyustioe in aiiowiag myself ta thiak. 
he harbored any evil tleaign agitet me ; and 
as it were in penance, thMgh the sun was by 
this time set, I went on to the Falls, and 
stood some time contemplating the vast tur- 
moil of the waters, and giving my imagina. 
tion the reins about all &ings that relate to 
might and majesty. 

The thunder of the watMS mastered all 
lesser sounds, and I became ontranced into a 
forgetfelness of eveiy eai« ; but the deepen, 
ing shadows, and the ooldjiess of the night 
air, admonished me that it was time to return 
hocne ; and when I moved to go, there, with, 
in a few yards of me, stood Mr. B^l, leaning 
agmnst a tree, with Ins anns folded, and his 
whole figure cnunped together. 

When I recollected it was near the spot 
where we stood that we saw his m£e launoh- 
ed into eternity, I was melted with sorrow ; I 
doubted not that his stern aspect was the ef- 
fect of his resolution to overcome the remem- 
brance of that appalling sight, or pexhsfps of 
his own headlong errors since ; — ^I regarded 
him with compassion for some time, and then 
went towards him to speak, fw the noise of 
the Falls rendered the voice inaudible, save 
close to the ear ; but again he darted away 
from me. His conduct was incomprehensi- 
ble ; and as he so strangely at onoe sought 
and avoided me, I lesolved to return by the 
path on the river's bank, and let him take his 
own way, without being molested by my pre. 
sence. Accordingly I stepped from the little 
eminence on which I had been standing, and 
walked homeward by that other path. 

I had not, however, proceeded far, when I 
again beheld him standing in my way, and on 
an elbow of the road, round the angle of 
which the river rushes with great violenoe. 
He had so stationed himdelf, that I could not 
pass unless he stepped aside behind a prcyeot* 
ing mass of the cliff; nevertheless, I went for. 
ward ; it had been pusillanimous to have 
hesitated; bat when I was within four or 
five yards of him, a strange awe and shiver- 
ing came over my whole frame, and I thought, 
** What if he intends to push me into the 
stream ? What spot is so fit for suoh a pvr* 
pose?** This fearful apprehension caused 
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me to htitt mod he cune forwaid { but before 
he had time to apeek, I nimblj sprung past 
him, and reached the place where he had 
been standing. 

It was a narrow traek close under the cliff, 
and tamed round the projecting rock so 
abmptly, that it was necessary to leap across 
a chasm of some extent, into which tlie rapid 
liver swirled with a swift eddy. I reached 
the place, leaped, and was landed safely ; I 
looked back, and the miserable man was 
floating in the eddy ; I flung myself flat on 
the groottd, stretched out my arm, caught the 
skirts of his coat, and drew him to the bank 
—another minute, and he had perished. 

« I doubt, Mr. Bell," said I, when I saw he 
was safe, '* I may say to you as David said 
to Saul, when he allowed him to depart un- 
harmed from the cave — ^*The Lord judge be. 
tween thee and me, and the Lord avenge me 
of thee, but mine hand shall not be upon 
thee ;' " and with those words I parted from 
him. 

I had not walked, however, above a hun- 
dred yards, when he came breathless up with 
me, and caught me by the hand, and wept 
over it. I shook him gently off, bade him 
make haste and go home, for the frost was 
keen and his clones were wet. " Another 
time ! another time ! I may listen to you, Mr. 
Bell ; but in mercy to your poor family, for 
the present hasten home." But he clung to 
me, and with accentsof horror exclaimed, "I 
thought to do the deed in the wood, but 
something bright and fair came always be- 
tween us ; I dared not go near enough to 
strike. Avenging Heaven ! I stood at die 
gap to intercept you, to push you into the 
stream ; you flew past me ; as you were in 
the act of leaping the chasm, I sprung to drive 
you headlong in ; you escaped, and with my 
own impetus I was hurled headlong into the 
vortex." 

" Go home, go home !" cried I, scarcely 
knowing what I said ; " I forgive you, I for. 
give you — ^this night you might have been in 
Abraham's bosom." 

"No !" replied he, with voice as if a tomb 
had spoken, it was so hollow, horrible and 
deep ; '' I might have been in my wife's — 
and she's in hell." 

What more he would have said I dared not 
stay to hear ; I ran from him ; I dreaded to 
look behind ; my heart fluttered like a limed 
bird ; my breath and my limbs failed ; I was 
obliged to halt — ^to east myself on the ground 
— to cry out; I knew not wherefoie ; a phan- 
tasma overpowered me, and I swooned away. 

CHAPTER VI. 

" Alas ! how is U with yoD, 
That thus you bend your eye on vacancy V 

" Oh dear ! oh dear ! oh dear !" were the 
first sounds I heard on recovering from the 
faint into which I had fallen ; and the first 



object I saw was Mr. Waft, with the tea» 
coursing down " his pitiful nose," standing at 
my side and wringing his hands. " Are ye 
dead, Mr. Todd ? — oh I oh ! Mr. Todd, are 
ye dead? are ye dead?" were the next 
sounds. 

Having recovered my senses, I said to him, 
" Help me up, bailie." 

" I'll do that, rU do that, Mr. Todd," cried 
he, stooping down and taking me under the 
right arm and hauling me up with might and 
main. 

" Where's Mr. Bell ?" said I seftly, and 
cautiously looking round — " where is he ? I 
hope he is gone home ; poor man !" 

" Oh, Mr. Todd, Mr. Todd, if it had na 
been for you and your dexterity, where in. 
deed would have been Mr. Bell, or his pre- 
cious soul ?" exclaimed the still distressed 
bailie : ** he would have been over the FaUs, 
food for fishes — ^food for fishes." 

Being by this, time quite recovered, I re- 
quested the bodie to compose himself and to 
lend me his arm to help me home, for the 
shadow of the world was coming on, and the 
night had closed her window-shutters. I then 
again inquired in a more collected manner 
for Mr. Bell. 

"In his drookit condition," replied the 
bailie, " what could he do but to run for 
help? He just said ye had snatched him 
from perdition, bade me look to you till he 
could send help ; and with his teeth chatter- 
ing with the cold as if his jaws were mill- 
hoppers, he ran off to the town. Gude guide 
us ! how did he happen to fall into the wa- 
ter ? surely it was not a fell4n.the.8ea con- 
cern; he did na mean to drown himself, 
though every body says he is by himself." 

" No, Mr. Waft," was my grave and so- 
lemn response ; " ye may contradict whoever 
says he intended to drown himself;" but in a 
moment I was smitten with a consciousness 
of having laid an emphasis oh the last word 
that had been better softer ; and therefore I 
added, " This pathway on the raging river's 
brink is not a road for folk to take in the twi. 
light ; alas for him, he was in great jeopardy !" 

** Thaf s true, that's a God's truth," said 
the bailie, in an awful whisper, holding up 
his left hand shaking ; ** but it's among 
friends, it's among friends, it shall go no far- 
ther from me ; and, Mr. Todd, although ye 
dinna think me, as I well do know, a man of 
wisdom, yet I'm a Christian of the old leaven, 
and the less that's said of the poor demented 
man's mischance the better ; let us keep a 
calm sough." 

I could perceive by this that the baiUe had 
seen or overheard something of what liad ta- 
ken place, and I was troubled. Mr. Bell was 
now a very near connection to me and mine ; 
for worldly reasons, therefore, as well as fer 
Christian compassion, I had strong cause not 
to disclose his eiror — his crime, so I said, 
scarcely well knowing what was in the words. 
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** You'b a dreadful junp yonder, Mr. Wafit, 
it gars me grue when I ^nk of it. Poor 
Mr. Bell, what made him come so suddenly 
after me ?" 

" Do you not know, Mr. Todd ?" exclaim, 
ed the bailie ; " Is't a possibility ye're in such 
a state of ignorance? It's happy for you to 
have such iAnocency of mind. But I know 
both what and who made him peril his tem- 
poral and eternal life ; it was the Deevil — 
Beelzebub, Belial, Satan, Diabolus, Old Nick, 
Cluty, or any other opprobrium ye may have 
for him." 

"What do ye mean, Mr. Waft?" said I, 
fain to put out of his head the dark know- 
ledge which he had somehow acquired. 

" Ah !" cried he, with a perturbed voice, 
*' Providence has always a witness ready 
whenever an ill deed is to be done, in order 
that when justice comes there may be no lack 
of evidence. Ye'U no' be pleased, however, 
to hear what I know, and less how I came to 
leam it." 

He then proceeded to tell me, that taking 
his evening stroll, he happened, being walk- 
ing in the Bush, to overhear, unseen, Mr. 
Bell speaking vehemently le himself, uttering 
my name with imprecations, and betraying a 
spirit full of hate against me ; but that just 
as he was about to interpose, and to reason 
with him on his unreasonableness, he had 
seen me coming along the road, by which he 
was led to keep himself concealed in the Bush 
until he should see something like a come-to- 
pass taking place. In this spirit he had 
dodged both our progressions and our tergi- 
versations, until he suspected his fears were 
greater than reason could approve. But in 
returning homeward he happened to halt on 
the top of the cliff which I had to pass, and 
where Mr. Bell had posted himself to waylay 
me, and he saw his gestures and heard what 
was said between ub. It was ^erefore of no 
use to equivocate; still, however, while I 
neither contradicted nor disputed what he 
mentioned and surmised, it was not prudent 
to allow him to imagine I gave credit to the 
half of what he said. But still, here was a 
third person in fall possession of the evidence 
which might be brought against the frantic 
man. I did not, however, advert to the 
criminal purpose of Mr. Bell, or even in any 
particular manner to the testimony Mr. Waft 
by law and conscience might be constrained 
to bear against him. Therefore, without al- 
luding in any particular way to the event, — I 
may say without alluding directly to it at 
all, — we walked on towards the town ; but I 
could not divest the bailie's mind of the con- 
viction that Mr. Bell was actuated by a mur- 
derouB intent against me. 

Suspicions often beget the event^they 
dread. It seeme'd to rae, that, indepenaently 
of aU other considerations, if Mr. Waft al- 
lowed hims^f to speak of what he had seen, 
Mr. Bell mi^t be driven to perpetrate some- 



thing either on himself or odiexs. My situo. 
tion, and the credit of all connected with the 
poor insane, were in fearful hazard ; I how- 
ever said nothing ; but on reaching home re- 
tired to my own chamber, and ruminated 
with sorrow on the events of this critical 
evening. 

The conduct of Mr. Bell was too terrible 
to be thought of; I could not think of letting 
even my wife know o^ the danger to which 
I had been exposed ; but while I acknowledg- 
ed to her discerning eye that I had met with 
something which had discomposed me, I 
gave her no reason to suspect that it was at 
the hands of so near a relation, or by an at- 
tempt so wicked. 

What I did tell her, served, however, for 
new matter to the argument with which she 
uiged her wish that we should leave Judi- 
viUe. That her wish was taking root in my 
own mind could not be denied, but that it 
was likely to have been strengthened by the 
influence of such an adventure, no one could 
have foreseen ; sometimes I thought of tell- 
ing her at once all, and of consenting to quit 
the place without farther delay ; but a tender 
interest prevented me from doing any thing 
prejudicial to Mr. BeJl. Without, therefore, 
coming to any decisive resolution, I preserved 
silence; and Bailie Waft, odd, perplexing, 
and afflicting as the bodie was in genertd, 
had the good sense on this painful occasion 
to hold his peace. 
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" Ob, wretehed ttate ! oh, bosom black as death ; ^j 
Oh, Umed loal, that, tbruggling to be free, 
Art mors engued. Help, angeb ! make enay ; 
Bow, stubborn knees ; and heart with strinn of steel, 
Be soft as sinews of the new-born babe !" 

About two hours after my return home, as 
I was sitting by myself in my chamber, hav. 
ing requested my wife to leave me alone, a 
messenger came from the Eagle tavern, to 
beg me to go thither, where a gentleman was 
waiting anxiously to see me. I went imme- 
diately, and was shown into a private parlor. 

On entering the room, I perceived nobody, 
but only a table-lamp with a moon-shade ; as 
soon, however, as the wiiiter closed the door, 
Mr. Bell came from behind it. 

I was greatly agitated at the sight of him ; 
but without speaking he walked round to the 
far side of the table on which the lamp was 
standing, and looked at me with a strange 
but steady stare. 

• Being a tall man, the light was cast in a 
very awful manner on his countenance, the 
shadows were thrown upward, and the dark 
hollows of his eyes made his visage as dis- 
mal as a memento mori. 

I waited to hear what he had to say, re- 
solved that my words should be few, and, if 
possible, well chosen : at last he broke silence 
in these strong terms : 
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** So, f mi think me capable of ff/^mmitting 

"To« have told me ao yoar8elf,.Mr. Bell," 
waa my answer ; " be thankful you have been 
preaenred from the guilt of ao great a crime. 
What have I done to exasperate the aia with, 
in you to aa issue so terrible?'' 

He looked at me for some time with a 

solemn eye and a resolute serenity of couo. 

tenance ; it was superhuman : he then said : 

" You have done me many kind favors, 

aad yet I have been constrained to hate you.*' 

"Constrained, Mr. Bell! What do you 

mean? By what have you been constrained?*' 

" By Satan," replied he : " my reason, my 

will, are at war within me, against the foul 

phantasy by which I am possessed." 

" Mr. Bell," said I, " it were better we 
talked no farther on this business ; go home 
and implore Divine assistance to enable you 
to overcome the prideful demoa that has of 
late had you too much in his power. Allow 
me to wish you good night — ^good night." 

" You shall not go !" cried he, coming 
roond to where I stood ; " I must explain to 
yon the controversy of my spirit — ^you cannot 
else know how much 1 merit your pardon. 
Oh! heaTen and hell, homing and ^ory, 
death and light, blisa and perdition, mingled 
to make a chaos in this bosom before the con. 
ceptlon of murder waa complete." 

" This, Mr. Bell, ia passion — what availait 
to yourself or to me now, to tell me of your 
purpose ; I trust the infatuation has gone off, 
and that yet yon may enjoy many days of 
happiness and honor. Be you calm, and it 
will remain a secret : I pray you, let me go 
home : may Heaven compose you !" 

While I spoke these few rapid sentences, 
h» visage underwent an appalling change, 
and he grasped me by the right wrist with his 
right hand, and looked in my face with a 
glare that made me shudder. 

" No !" he exclaimed, in a hoarse and hoi. 
lowvoice-^"no: my purpose iaonquenehed." 
I started from him, and cried, " In the 
name of all that 's holy, why have yon sent 
for me? I ought not to stop one numient 
longer." 

< He followed me, and laid hi» hand upon 
my shoulder : '' You shall not go ;" and he 
fell on my neck and wept like a child. 

When the paroxysm subsided, he aat down 
on a chair; but there was in all this such 
manifest madness^ that I had a dread upon 
me lest he would attempt violence, and com* 
pel mo to call for help. 

" Mr. Bell/' said I, " by what strange fren* 
zy are you driven to hate me ? When we 
were both poor men, equal though unequal, I 
regarded you as a friend, and I believe you 
80 considered me ; I had then confidence in 
my destiny, and you had the same-^iot in 
your own, sir, but in mine. Your servioe 
was useful, and for it I admitted yon into the 
^y fortune ; and by partaking of 



them yo« hav« risen to s rank, to whieb» if 
you did aspire in your hopes, nothing in your 
lifie or conduct warranted you to expect. 
Unhappy man ! I pity you, and for your sake 
will hereafter avoid you — again I wish yvu 
good nighL" 

" Demons have been before cast ont of 
men," cried he, rubbing his temples wildly 
with both hands, " and the Devil hath once 
more departed from me. I am now calm, 
and have a tale to tell, that, even were yott 
Bunk beneath my knife, would make you pity 
me. During these whirlwinds, some hornble 
thirst iostigatea me to long for your htood ; 
to quaff it wonld be as the enjoyment of 
love." 

I could listen to no more ; I saw him kind- 
ling again, and opening the door, called aloud 
for help : he stood amazed — dejected ; seye- 
ral persona who were in the bar-room obeyed, 
the summons. 

" Gentlemen I" exclaimed I, " Mr. Bell 
this evening met with an accident ; he fell 
into the river ; he haa not taken care of him- 
self ; a feter has come on, and it attacks his 
brain." 

He cast on me a glance of indescribable 
intelligence; it expressed a wild thankfulness 
for my forbearance ; in the same moment lie 
threw himself again into a ohair, and g«ve 
way to the most demoniac bursts of laughter, 
^ Doctor Phials was sent for, hy whcmi he 
was bled ; he was then put to bed in the 
tavern, and two men appmnted to watch hina. 
From that time he remained silent; and 
when at a late hour I approached his coocJi 
to bid him good night,, he took hold of my- 
hand,, and pressed it with kindly warmtl^ 
looking up in my face with such aid and set- 
licitous eyes ! 

I had not left him many minutes, when» it. 
seems, he started up, and tearing the bandage 
from his arms, broke out into hiideona impre- 
cations on himself ; insomuch that the men 
were obliged to employ force before they 
could get him subdued and the bleeding 
stopped. But though they afterward described 
the scene, and their alarm, as believing him 
under the disaster of a fever, one of them 
next day curiously inquired if I did not think- 
Mr. Bell waa really delirion;^. 

Certainly I did regard hib disease aa of the 
nani^ and for that, before ic turning home, I 
went, regardless of the late hour, to Mr. Din- 
leloof. I roused him from his bed, and re. 
lated to him as much as I ihought he ought 
to know of the case, entreat log him to go to 
Mr. Bell, persuaded that tlu^ sweetness in his 
piety could not fail to appease the bitter 
thoughts of the demoniac's remorse. And it 
was well I did so ; for on seeing Mr. DiDJle<- 
loof }m became calm y and aAer some time, 
having persuaded him to dismiss the two at^ 
tendants, he made a olean hreaat of the insaoe^ 
vengeanoe which at times attainef^^^iicb nvtel 
masterdom over him. 
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^!%1b coflfeuifNi i8i6 gvnlBe dominie ccm- 
fi4ed to -me in the morning, and I charged 
lllni,«B so <nrn»e 4i«d been emnmhted, to bniy 
h in his -own breaat. About midday, after a 
refreahing sleep, die ^nitent returned to bis 
own house, an altered* lowly, and dejected 
man. 

It is dark and solemn io believe oneself 
bated to death ; <all leaser 'enmities may be 
known with coniisrstive ease of mind, but 
the knowledge of audi a sepulchral fact is 
poison in the cup of life— 4t is « apectro 
haunting you in all places. The shadows of 
the IwiUght take form and substance from it ; 
ihe scratching of the pilfering mouse becomes 
like the inbreaking of a burglar with murder- 
ous intents ; the visitor's knock hath the hor- 
ror of a 'larum in it ; the casual glance of the 
stranger ja mysterious ; the haste oi a follower 
in the street startles yon ; the fields are full 
of fear, and in the woods " the sound of the 
shaken leaf shall chase you." 



CHAPTER Vni. 
'*fie«» fti^ladd Idiaill thmg with ymi."* 

'Mt mind being made up to leave Judiville, 
I set about the necessary preparations, but 
not without some tugging at the heart before 
I could screw my resolution to the sticking 
point. With respect to worldly means, my 
elder family were all well provided ; three of 
Ihem, in their domestic condition, had as fair 
a prospect of felicity as commonly appertains 
lo the state of man ; but still I was lotb to 
leave them, especially to leave my discreet 
and sagacious Charles, who had not as yet 
found a conjugal helpmate. 

I had also some anxiety concerning where 
to fix our place of rest; but, after due consul, 
tadons, both my wife and I agreed that we 
ought to make our first domicile in London, 
where we could enjoy ourselves in our own 
way more unheeded than in the country ; and 
that, as I had no cause of business pressing 
for haste, we should take eur journey and the 
voyage at our leisure ; as the song sings, said 
I, " Let us live by the way." 

It was soon known we were about to 
move ; indeed, it had been expected from the 
time I retired from the responsibilities of busi- 
ness : and so far it was fortunate, for aome, 
mmor began to spread of Mr. Bell's wicked 
animosity ; and, but for the previous opinion, 
it might have been thought 1 was fleeing 
from his hate ; which would have been a 
woful thing to have heard as causeway talk, 
considering the connection between our fami., 
lies, and that he was a minister of the Gos- 
pel. 7or myself, I did every thing in my. 
power to arrest the rumor, and to pacify the, 
feelings of the miserable roan, by abowing 
him ali manner of outward respect The, 
reverence of the mind 1 could not give, and, 
I was. grieved at feeling myself so little of a 
Christian as to be so contomacioue. 



I sufieied slso sorrow at the thoi^bt of bid- 
ding old Mr. Hoskins and his peaceful wife 
farewell for ever^ He had been to me a kind 
friend and a wise counsellor, and in all die 
oddities of his nature I had never found a 
knot. He was a bird*s eye maple, full of 
specks and swirls, but firm and beautiful in die 
grain. His wife haa been as a mother to my 
daughters from the time their own was taken 
away ; she had brought them up with com- 
mendable habits of household thrift ; « solid 
foundation, upon which Mrs. Cockspur and 
their stepmother raised the lighter omaraents 
of parlor proprieties, and made them compe- 
tently fit to assist in the ministration of the 
ample means with which it had pleased Pro> 
vidence to endow their lots. 

And truly to confess, I was not quite con- 
tent at the thought of parting for aye from 
that cruet of vexation, John Waft ; for how 
it wss no man can tell, but to a certainty I 
had a strong regard for the bodie, although 
we never met without fighting a duel with 
needles and pins, pricking one another to the 
quick. I was not, however, left long to 
croon over a " Fare thee well, and if for ever," 
concerning him ; for about a week or tea 
days before the time settled for our depariore 
he called on me. 

" So ye're a-going, are ye, Mr. Todd t" 
said he ; " and no doubt with a purse ye mt^ 
shake against the wind ; na, if a' tales be true, 
in the very teeth of a hurricane — plucky for 
you ! A blithe day was that, aod ought to 
he considered so, when ye were transported 
from the pier of Leith to the wilds of Ameri- 
ca for sedition or high treason — whilk was't ? 
However, I'm no' come to speak peace and 
consolation at this time, but to consult jrou, 
if ye have leisure, anent a ama' matter of 
business." 

" What is't, bailie 7 for I must beg you to 
be "brief, as ye see me busy making up my 
papers.'* 

" Well then, Mr. Todd, I'll use but few 
words. £ver since 1 came to this settlement, 
ye have been the best of friends to me ; for^ 
notwithstanding your fashions temper, I'll 
maintain alway that ye're no' void of every 
virtue, but can be both friendly and even civU 
when ye happen no' to be in your tantacams." 

" Mr. Waft," said I, not having time then 
to talk much to him, '* I request you to come 
to the point, far I see very well that ye're 
wisiqg and fieeching to get the weather.gauge 
of me ? What is it you have to say ?'* 

"No, as sure''s death, Mr. Todd, Fm noo 
on sincere business: I just have come to ask 
you bow ye would advise me to send tp^ bit 
gathering home ?" 

"Home! Gode preserve ub ! Are ye 
thidking of going home too ? — that's news !" 

« 'Deed am I, Mr. Todd ; for what would 
I do with nxysel' when ye're gone 7 I would 
just dauner about and dwine away, thinking 
of you, my aiild friend, and the biithsome 
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cnclu we have had wi* one another, and 
would some morning be found cauld dead at 
die root of a muckle tree. If I didna lonp 
o'er the linn, a man demented for having 
nothing to wreak himself upon." 

" I really must say, Johnny,** replied I, 
softened to hear him so speak, for it was in 
unison with my own feelings toward the 
troublesome creature — " I must say, it's a sa. 
tisfaction to hear ye're in a circumstance to 
return home ; and I would advise you to go to 
my brother in the bank, and he'U send your 
money just as ye wish it." 

" That, no doubt, Mr. Todd, he can do in 
a moat correct manner ; but then he charges 
pre-cents for something he caUs the exchange, 
and a pre-cent for the negotiation ; noo, as I 
ken nothing about exchanges or negotiations, 
I would fain be counselled by you." 

" What may ye have to remit, bailie 7" 

" Oh, no great sum ; ye needna speer that, 
and the pre.cent would take the bowels out 
of it. Now, if ye would, just in considers, 
tion of the many funny days we have had in 
the woods toge^er, take my mouldy pennies 
here, and give me two lines, that ye'll pay't 
back at home, it would be kind and service- 
able." 

" Well, bailie, I suppose it must be so. 
How much have ye to remit 7" 

'< Only a trifle. Oh ! Mr. Todd, although 
you yoursel' have been a most fortunate man, 
it has not been so with every body that has 
come to America. Your brother kens the 
particulaiB of my hainings, which I cannot say 
mysel' exactly — just give me a scrape of a 
pen to him to transfer the amount to your 
credit, telling him ye have agreed to take it 
and will repay me in Britain. Among friends 
that have confidence in one another, like us, 
here's no need to be standing upon bills and 
bonds, and siclike ceremonies." 

Well, I did accordingly as the bailie re- 
quested, and he went to the bank and settled 
^e matter outright. The money was passed 
to my account, and he wheedled my brother 
to give him an original and duplicate of a let- 
ter describing the transaction : but the cour- 
teous reader may well imagine my surprise, 
when I heard that the remittance amounted 
to upward of two thousand founds, and the 
devil of a bodie had contrived to get the bet- 
ter of me to the tune of more than two hun. 
dred and thirty pounds, for >I had no concep. 
tion he was so rich ; I need not say, therefore, 
that I was seriously angry to have been so 
taken in, and vowed in my displeasure never 
to speak to him again. 

** In the name of honesty," said I, when 
upbraiding him, " how have you made so 
much money V* 

" How would ye like, Mr. Todd, if I would 
aay, ' In the name of dishonesty, how have ye 
made your inordinate riches ?' " was his reply. 

It was of no use to argue with him — ^what's 
bred in the bone is ill to get out of the flesh ; 



so, when I reflected on my own cireum- 
Btaqces, I resolved' to let this drop— but I 
could not divine how such a trifling silly bodie, 
in everything, got so the better of me. It 
was really a mystery I could never explain. 



CHAPTER IX. 

" Give me your hand, 
I'll privily away. 1 l»ve the people, 
But do not like to staxe me to their eyec : 
Though it do well, I do not reKi h well 
Tbeirloud applauie, and Jiva vehement. 
Fare yoa well!" 

On the day preceding our farewell to Judi- 
ville, I assembled all my friends and the con. 
nections of my family ; I even invited Mr. 
Bell, but I must honestly confess this was not 
done without a struggle ; not that I bore him 
any ill will, nor could doubt his penitence 
sincere ; but he had manifested such an un. 
governable spirit, that I never could reconcile 
it to my notions of propriety, to countenance 
a man who had raised his hand against his 
neighbor's life. 

There may be those who will think I was 
actuated by the murderous intenthaving been 
aimed against myself; and from the secret 
recesses of the lieart, whence influences issue 
upon our wills unknown to ourselves, doubt- 
less some antipathy may have worked upon 
me to that efiect But I was unconscious of 
the evil — ^I believed myself to have pardoned 
his fearful malignity, with a charity that had 
not a scruple of reservation in it ; but, never- 
theless, I could not escape from a sense of 
horror, when I thought of his demoniac pur. 
pose. Still, as the occasion was little short of 
a death's leave-taking, I stifled my feelings, 
and, on account of our relationship, invited 
him to be present, and he came. 

We all spent a jocund afternoon together ; 
the women overwhelmed me with small com- 
missions to execute for them in London. I 
thought they ought rather to have employed 
my wife ; but she was of a sedate humor, and 
they at all times used more freedom with me 
than with her. Of course, I was not wanting 
in giving good advice to my sons, nor did I 
think my daughters and the gentle Volumnia, 
my eldest son's wife, without the need of a 
modicum of that same unction — at least they 
got it. 

Mr. Bell sat almost quite silent during the 
greater part of the entertainment, but bis 
countenance was less morose than usual ; and 
when he did make an observation, there was 
a penetrating pathos in his voice deeply af. 
fecting. 

As we proposed to set out on our journey 
before break of day, I had my ovm particular 
part of the play to bring forward. Without 
letting even my wife know, short-bread, seed, 
cakes and wine — a full service of all the ele. 
ments commonly in use at a Scottish burial 
—were prepared for the occasion ; and just 
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«B the ladies rose to separate, I caosed this 
banquet to be brought in by the men of> Mr. 
Dovetail, the carpenter and undertaker, all in 
moumine, as if they were serving a funeral. 
I took myself the first glass of the offered 
wine, and thought to h&ve calmly, but with 
solemnity, taken a last farewell, and given 
my blessing without agitation : but, when I 
looked around, and beheld my children, my 
brother, so many that I loved and valued, 
standing, as it were, at the bedside of my 
departs], and considered myself destined to 
see some of them no more within the scene 
and sphere of time, my heart swelled, and I 
was obliged to set down the glass, and give 
way to an agony of tears. 

It was a weak cenceit to prepare that pa- 
geant, but I intended to mark by it the awful 
point of life, to which the parting from so 
many that were so dear to me had brought 
us. I had not, however, sufficiently consid- 
ered the infirmity of my own character, nor 
could I have anticipated what ensued. The 
women, yea all present, even Mr. Hoskins, 
caught the feeling by which I was moved, 
and resumed their seats, many of them in 
tears. At that crisis, Mr. Bell stepped out 
from the corner in which he had sequestered 
himself, and coming into the midst of the 
circle, and lifting his hands, began to pray. 

Such a prayer ! so awful, so penitentud in 
the acknowledgments, it smote every heart 
with dread ; it was as if he stood face to face 
in THE FBESENCB, Confessing every sin that the 
recording angel had written in the ancient 
volume of the Book of Life against him. My 
grief departed from me like a vapor as he 
spoke, and my tears were dried up with sor- 
row and wonder. 

After this vehement burst of contrition had 
subsided, he turned himself toward me, and 
implored my pardon ; for, in the passion of 
his tremendous orison, he confessed his guilty 
intent against me ; and harrowed the souls 
of aU who heard 1dm, with his story of the 
temptations on that dreadful night. But for 
this avowal from himself, the secret would 
never have been divulged by me. 

Such was the manner of the pay-way of | 



our departure from Judivilie. In the morn- 
ing, before the east was dappled, the extra 
engaged to take us to Utica was at the door, 
and with my wife, our child, and my son 
Charles, took us beyond the environs of the 
town before the dawn appeared. It was so 
intended, for I knew what I must have suf- 
fered had I been obliged to bid farewell to 
my friends and neighbors in public. 

In our journey to New-York nothing spe- 
cial occurred; we travelled leisurely at our 
pleasure, and on our arrival there, made up 
our minds to remain a month. This was a 
fortunate decision; it afforded time. for my 
son to forgather with Naomi Primly, the 
daughter of my old friend, by which occur- 
rence we were induced to prolong our stay 
until we saw them married. 

Soon after the wedding we embarked for 
London in the Brighton, commanded by 
Captain Sebor, one of the elect for mildness ; 
and were safely landed on the twenty-sixth 
day from that on which we took our depar- 
ture from New- York. 

We had not been much above a week on 
shore, when who should come in upon us, 
but aunty Beeny ; who, on hearing of our 
arrival, had, as she said, made an elopement 
from Edinburgh by the James Watt steam, 
boat to offer her salutations on our return into 
the circumference of Christendom, and to 
enjoy with us the entertainment of curiosities 
which adorn the metropolitan summit of Bri- 
tannia's empire. She brought me two lines 
which had been addressed to me at Chucky 
Stanes from Bailie Waft, telling me that he 
and Lucky his wife had been surely set down 
in Haisley, and wanting my advice about the 
disposal of " the bit gathering *' he had, with 
so much hard labor, pains, and industry, 
earned in the wilderness of the woods of 
America. That, however, in these bad 
times, is a question not easy to answer, so I 
shaU tell him. In the meantime, I here con. 
elude the history of a life that has been in 
many points not made up of every-day occur- 
rences, and which serves to show how little 
of good fortune is owing to our own fore, 
sight. 
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NOTES. 



NOTBTOPABTl. 

Tbb «atlioet of tlw/orasouig pafes are derived from 
Mr. ThoiiHnn of New-York. I nave retained in them 
mehanged all the tintfi and faamtjr of his ordinal nu- 
ative. In the palbetie paiti I have not ventared to 
•Itr anr amendment, because I conll not; but I have 
4taalt with more freedom in those that were lifter. 

The recital of the baptism of Bebecea conM receive 
BO aofmentation from the pen cf a more ambitious 
writer ; and in that of her death, though perhans I may 
lAve added somethiiw more pietaxesque Oan the 
aaduur cooU discern throu|^ his tenia, 1 am yet sure 
Ibat nothing has been given to a scene of natural sor- 
svwtbat h not in jts fitting place. I have enlaiyed the 
aaoBticM aad added to the Incidents, but I have not 
freswmned to think that I could improve a story which 
ffatnre had taken so much pains to relate. 



HOTE TO FART IL 
gl have JB this PaH deviated eonadecaMy fiom the 
■HvalMre of Mr. Tlioilnnn. The ehacaeter of Mr. 
BmUm ift entirely new, bat it b not akogetfaer an in- 
"wntlon, aa tiie model existed in the penon of ray frieni 
9hilam«i Wlnigfat, in the feowuhip of Hull, in Iiower 
Canada. It is not the first time that I have mtrodoeed 
this shrewd and practical man to a wider cirele than 
his own merits would have taught him to seek. Hos- 
kins, however, is something of a caricature, and I 
ahoi^ not do justice if I were to withhold the example 
of Mr. Wfari^t, it being one which well deserves to be 
imitated. He has written an account of the pre g i om of 
his settlement at HuU, which has had the rare honor of 
hein^ printed at the expense of the Legislature of the 
Frovmce of Lower Canada, and afibrds a singular mon- 
ument of what patience and perseverance may accom- 
plish. 

It reflects honor on the Earl of Dalhousie, that when 
his Lordship was Governor General of Quebec, Mr. 
Whr^ht was a frequent guest at his table— nor will it 
detract from the afEability of the Countess, that she was 
among the number who laughed at Mr. Wbright's soli- 
aitations to drink wine with her as Mrs. Dalhousie. I 
have a cheerful recollection of those scenes, and I 
reekon the time in which 1 first became acquainted 
with Mr. Whright as among the happiest in the epochs 
«f a life not unvaried. I dictate this from a bed of 



NOTE TO PART HI. 

Itt this Part,! as I have wholly escaped from the 
manuscript (^Mr. Tborbom, the narmtive might claim 
the epithet of invention, were it not more strictly de- 
scribed as a compilation. It contains stories that I have 
heard, and incioents that have befiUIen actual settlers. 

The description of the storm and breaking up of the 
waters is denved from an old story. When about ten 
vears old, I was a great reader of wild and wonderful 
books. Amon^ others, ** Travels on the Isthmus of 
Darien,'* fell mto my hands. I foiget the author^s 
■ame *, but a description which he gave of a storm and 
lain by night dwelt upon my mind, and ever seemed to 
me peculiar and appaJIing. More than thirty years af- 
ter, I happened to dine with my old friend Constable, 



the bookaeHer. Of all days in the year, it was Hm af- 
ternoon oftiiat on which he had received fitnn thelfcen 
undeclared author of Waverly, die maanseripts of that 
odebnted novel, and of sevend otfaen beloiunttg to 
tiie same series. He intended then to deposit uem in 
the Register Office of Scotland ; but times soon after 
changed with him. On that evening he proposed that 
I should write the adventures of Peterson, the founder 
of the Bank of Ei^tand and of Ae Darien expedition. 
Some montfas after, on retaining to Loasdon, I made a 
coDeetion of hooks §ot the purpose. AAsr that he fcU 
into his troAUes, and eircumetanees indnead me to go 
as a C«wimisii<m«r te Canada. Some 
^■ent, having M W iin a d home, I 
efwiitiBgthe lift ofPatecson; and «B opening 
oelof books I had eoUeelBd to assist rae,l had the good 
ftrtnae to find in Dampier the aelfeaiae voiuma that I 
had perused with delight five and thirtv years beftre, 
and, amoQC otiier passages in that stiiuw velame, I 
met with Um deKitption of the atonn winch had af- 
Aeted me so moch. The aeoonnt in the fonfoing 
perihiof LawrieTodd is imitated from that deseriplion, 
aad may be eonsidend as a copy from nmembniicaof 
a nifltm seen 




NOTE TO PART IV. 

Many of my friends, on whose taste and judgment I 
have the greatest reliance, are of opinion that the 
Fourth Part of Lawrie Todd is the best writtmn of all 
my compositions, and contains even strokes of origi- 
nality and genius. I am myself, however, not of this 
ophiian. At the same time, I am not disposed to call 
in question a dogma of criticism so flattering to the self- 
love of an author ; for, although I boast of payins; little 
attention to criticism in general, I have a very hearty 
dread of the strictures to which I am liable ; and if I 
had not laid down for mvself an early and judicious 
role, there is no saying what a fool I should not have 
been by this time. 

Soon after the appearance of my first book, I was 
exceedingly nettled at some of the (mervations, which 
I deemed unjustly made upon it, believing at the same 
time (simpleton as I was) uiat critics were very well in- 
formed and erudite personages. More acquaintance 
with the world has corrected my notion of them, ana 
diminished my sensibility at their remarks ; the conse- 
quence of which has been, that I am very invulnerable 
to the shafla of their satire. Before I get vexed at their 
animadversions, I endeavor to ascertain who the gen- 
tlemen are, and how they are esteemed among tneir 
friends. Then if I find them praiseworthy characters. 
I adopt, as well as I can, their suggestions and advice. 
But ir, on the contrary, which has been often the case, 
I am informed that they are young lads who have been 
fod upon morsels, and are strange and wayward among 
their acquaintance, I pa^ but little attention to their 
assertions — content that, if my books have merit, they 
will survive flippant criticism ; and if they have not, 
they will deservedly perish. 

[NOTE TO PART V. 
I do not recollect to whom I am indebted for the in- 
cidents of which I have formed this Part. I rather im- 
agine that they are altogether inventions. The stories 
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orBir. Herbert, an4 of the Coekapuis, are pare inven- 
CJons likewin. It does not oceur to me that I have 
faeerd of any inemoin reiemblinf the episode of Robin 
Todd, and yet it a very simple narrative. In Bailie 
Waft I have had in view a particular individual ; but 1 
am sure the respectable penon who may have sat for 
the model would not think that his peculiarities could 
be so turned to account. Bailie Wafl'is not, however, 
a caricature. 



NOTE TO PART VI. 

I have endeavored to eive to the foregoing incidents 
an airof &miliarity, "a local habitation and a name,'* 
but they are purely the creations of fiuacy. Perhaps, 
in that respect, they may have the more merit with 
some readers; but 1 deprecate the criticism of others, 
who, in many points, will probably discern the wide 
difSenaee between what is natural and what is ficti- 
tUNU. I have, no doubt, in the course of mv life, ob- 
served individuals possessed of endowments that I think 
were likely to have led them to act as my imaginary 
eharacters nave done in the situations I have invented ; 
but as I have not seen such situations myself, I claim 
only the sympathy of my readers in believing the like- 
lihood o^ my sketches. 



: NOTE TO PART VIL 

I do not agree with those friends who are of opinion 
that the preceding Part is the wont of the book. I 
have caruoUv read it over, and I think it natural and 
afEBCting. The incident of Miss Beeny Needles is not 
altogether a fiction, and 1 rather feel disposed to think 
it is softened from the tale I heard. The return and 
the residence of Lawrie Todd at Peebles is not imagin- 
ary, hot it did not happen to Mr. Thorbum, of New- 
Tork. 

In one of my voyages aeioas the Atlantic, I happened 
to hare a fellow-passenger, an elderly man, who had 
made a comibVtable competency in the United States. 
He had been at home in SeotUnd, and had visited the 
aoenea of his youth. From him I learnt the feelings 
which such a visitation was calculated to call up, and 
I have not exaggerated his sentiments, while I have at- 
tributed to them something of the gaiety and confidence 
that I have ascribed to Lawrie. 



NOTE TO PART VIH. 

The friends of an author are not the best judges of 
his works, nor is the public ; but they are the best 
judges of what pleases. There is a wide difference be- 
tween what is excellent and what is agreeable. 

According to ray notions, an author is the shrewdest 
judge of the comparative merit oi his productions, al- 
though 1 am free to confess he lias not always the per- 
ception to discern what will please the generality or hit 
readers. 

At the request of a friend, in whose taste and judg- 
ment I have great confidence, I have read over the two 
preceding Parts with the view of abridging them, but I 
do not see in what way tliat could be done without di- 
minishing the breadth and fulness of the character!. 
If, therefore, it be thought that an error has been com- 
mitted, the auUior has been greatly to blame, for he has 
adhered to his original opinion, in opposition to that of 
one whom me much esteems ; and he differs from him 
only, because he feels that he would probably have 
committed a greater &ult, had lie endeavored more to 
gratify disinterested wishes. 

NOTE TO PART IX. 

I had not read this book over from the time of pub- 
lication till I was called upon for this edition. In the 
second edition a few slight alterations have been made. 
These, perhaps, remain. But I have perused the whole 
work carefnUy, without being disposed to change or 
abridge the narrative. 

In writing "Sir Andrew Wylie," I was led by the 
opinion of a fiiend, on whose judgment in literary mat- 
ters 1 have great feith, to make it more of a common 
novel than was intended. 1 wished to show a fn«^.d- 
less Scotchman rising bv the force of his own abilities 
into opulence and consideration ; but I was induced to 
give mm a patron. In this work I have reverted to my 
original plan, and my endeavors to represent unassisted 
merit have not been a failure, lie alteration, how- 
ever, has eiven the public two books in place of one, 
and I shaO be happy if it is thereby a gainer. For my- 
self, the ehaiaeter of Lawrie Todd is better developed 
than that of Sir Andrew Wylie ; and I wish that it was 
in my power to say that the cluuraeter of the Reverend 
Mr. Bell is altogether a fiction, though I have masked 
bis features. 
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